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PREFACE

Amongst the manuscript records of the voyage of the *“Beagle”
there exists a pile of diminutive pocket-books, eighteen in number,
in which Charles Darwin made the first rough pencil notes of his
observations and impressions during his five years of travel. The
small volumes were his constant companions on the inland ex-
peditions, and their worn covers and the brief entries bring to the
mind a vivid sense of the reality of those remote journeys of one
hundred years ago. They contain reminders to his servant scribbled
amongst accounts and other odds and ends: “Shoe mule; mice-
traps; small vasculums . There are lists of necessaries to be bought
or packed for the next expedition: “Night-caps, black ribbon, pill-
boxes, Bramah pens, 2 Ibs. common soap, tobacco”. These jottings
gain a significance in their setting, and knowledge that Charles
Darwin took with him a “Cape of the Indian-rubber cloth”, with a
pouch in one corner for carrying water, assumes the importance of
an historic fact. The rapid pencil writing is often illegible, and the
stream of impressions rushes past, disclosing in its course a jumble
of sudden images.

“Our dinner eggs & rice.. . . Arrived at our sleeping place about 9.
Sand & EWamDY plains & thlckets nlternntmg—pa.ssed through by
a dim light :—the eries of snips flies—& a few noisy goat-
suckers.”

“Started at 5 o’clock: the sky became red & then the stars died
away & then the planets.

“Twiners ining twiners,—t like hair,—t iful lepi-
doptera,—silence—hosannah ;—Frog habits like toad—slow jumps,
Sublime devotion the prevalent feeling.”

““Cruel ennui—Found books—exquisite delight. Spanish edition
Barcel. of Queen’s Trial, & Spanish story-book: nobody knows
pleasure of reading till a few days of such indolence.”

““Saw a cormorant catch a fish & let it go 8 times successively like
a Cat does a mouse or Otter a fish.”

In the later pocket-books more and more space is allotted to
geological sketches and detail, less and less to general description.
The fervour was gaining on him which made him write in a letter
to his sister: “There is nothing like Geology ; the pleasure of the first
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, viii = PREFACE

day’s partridge shooting or first day’s hunting cannot be compared
to finding a fine group of fossil bones which tell their story of former
times with almost a living tohgue”. In the year of his return he even
conceived it possible he might be listened to by “real Geologists”.
He wrote home: “I am in high spirits about my Geology, & even
aspire to the hope that my observations will be considered of some
utility by real Geologists ™.

From these eighteen little pocket-books grew the eight hundred
pages which form the text of the present volume. He used the
more leisurely intervals of the voyage for writing out his Diary
from the rough notes, sometimes after a lapse of as much as three
or four months. We can picture him filling in the large closely
written pages on his return from the inland expeditions, either seated
in his cramped cabin, or in his temporary quarters in foreign towns.

THE DIFFERENT VERSIONS OF THE JOURNAL

The complete text of the manuscript Diary is here published for
the first time. The present owner, Professor Charles Darwin, has
given his permission and has allowed me every facility in my use of
the manuseript. Mr Bernard Darwin has allowed me free access to
the little note-books and to various other “Beagle” documents in
his possession. Their kind co-operation has made possible my task
of editorship.

The differences between the Diary and the two well-known ver-
sions of the Journal—the first and second editions of the Voyage—
seemed to warrant this further publication ; examination of the three
texts disclosed that approximately one-third of the manuscript was

her omitted on publication, and is th now printed for
the first time. Cons\derably less than the remaining two-thirds was
printed verbatim or with minor alterations, whilst the rest was con-
densed. Much scientific detail and discussion was added m both
editions, drawn from the i body of geol
and other notes which he kept in large separate books. There are over
two thousand of such manuscript pages, amplified from the strictly
scientific portions of the rough notes in the little pocket-books.

The seript Diary is iderably shorter than either of the
two editions of the Journal. The comparative lengths are roughly as
follows: manuscript, 189,000 words; first edition, 224,000 words;
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PREFACE ix

second edition, 213,000 words. It follows that the added scientific
discussions are greater in length than the hitherto unpublished por-
tions of the manuscript.

Since so much of the detailed scientific description and di
is not to be found in the manuseript Diary, “the present volume
can lay small claim to scientific importance, but rather should be
regarded as part of the history of Charles Darwin’s apprenticeship
to science.

Minor diffe between the ipt Diary and the first
and second editions occur on nearly every page. I have given page
references to some of the more signi in
on pp. 441 and 443. The Diary was written between the years 1831
and 1836; the dates of publication of the two editions were 1839
and 1845. Therefore any change of opinion is of particular interest
in its bearing on the growth of Darwin’s evolutionary ideas, and
will be discussed later under that heading.

In the published editions the chronology of the voyage was not
strictly followed four of the total five years were spent surveying
S. American shores, and often places were visited twice or more
after long intervals of time. Darwin collected all he had to say
of one district in one part of his book, thus gaining in unity of
subject what he lost in chronological contmulty In the present
volume the is of course , and the difficulties
inherent in surveying the coasts of a vast continent amidst the
worst climatic conditions are vividly brought out.

My task of collating the manuscript Diary with the first and
second editions of the Journal has been greatly facilitated by the
existence of three typed copies of the original. My father, Horace
Darwin, to ensure agmnst the possible loss of the manuscript, had
these copies typed in 1891, nine years after his father’s death. The
orthography is often difficult, and typewriting was then still in its
youth; mistakes occur in the typeseript on every page. The
following Preface by my father heads each of the three copies:

“The following is 2 copy of the original diary written by Charles
Darwin during the voyage of H.M.S. ‘Beagle’. It contains the
account of his daily life, and much of it has appeared in the ‘ Journal
of Researches’. The records of his scientific observations were kept
in separate note-books.
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x PREFACE

The numbers at the top of the pages are consecutive, and the
numbers at the bottom correspond to the pages in the original
manuseript.

Three copies were made in one operation by J. Wallington, with
the Caligraph Typéwriter, under my direction.

HoRACE DARWIN.
Cambridge. April, 1891.”

FITZROY'S OFFER

Readers may forget that Darwin was only twenty-two in the
summer of 1831, when he first received the offer to accompany
Capt. FitzRoy on his surveying voyage, and that his uncertain
intentions as to a career seemed likely to lead to ordination and some
quiet country living. The dramatie story of those critical days, when
the offer to join Capt. FitzRoy on the “Beagle” was almost refused
and hung perilously in the balance, is given in Francis Darwin’s Life
and Letters of Charles Darwin.* To his uncle, Josiah Wedgwood,
must be given the credit for weighting the balance in Charles’s
favour, pleading for him against the excessive caution of his father.
There is shrewd insight in Wedgwood’s phrase: “Looking upon
him as a man of enlarged curiosity, it affords him such an oppor-
tunity of seeing men and things as happens to few”. Had he re-
mained at home, with the opening of the partridge season as the all-
important date to look forward to, would the almost fixed purpose
of becoming a clergyman have been accomplished? At the end of
the five years would there have been a pile of sermons instead of the
pile of note-books? Science was hardly considered as a career in
those days, and even after five months’ travel Charles still wrote in
a letter home: “I find I steadily have a distant prospect of a very
quiet parsonage, & I can see it even through a grove of Palms”.

VALUE OF THE VOYAGE

The circumstances of the voyage, with periods of concentrated
observation alternating with quiet intervals for reflection, formed
the ideal discipline for Darwin’s developing mind. Perhaps few would

have used the opportunity as he did. In the Diary he laid down
a programme whilst still awaiting the day of sailing from Devonport.

* Vol. 1, p. 190 et seq.
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PREFACE xi

“It is difficult to mark out any plan, & without method on ship-
board I am sure little will be done. The principal objects are 1st;
collecting, observing, & reading in all branches of Natural history
that I possibly can manage. Observations in Meteorology, French &
Spanish, Mathematics, & a little Classics, perhaps not more than
Greek Testament on Sundays.”

The first part of the plan was adhered to beyond all hopes, but we
have no means of knowing how much that Greek Testament was
used. We do know that the single volume which accompanied him
on excursions from the “Beagle” was always Milton.

HIS OWN ESTIMATE

‘Were they needed, we have words of his own emphasizing the im-
mense influence of the voyage on his future life. He wrote in his
Autobiography: “The voyage of the Beagle has been by far the
most. impm’ta.nt event in my life, and has determined my whole
career”. He especially refers to the “habit of energetic industry
and of con to I was engaged in, which
I then acquired. Everything about which I thought or read was
made to bear directly on what I had seen or was likely to see;
and this habit of mind was continued during the five years of the
voyage. I feel sure that it was this training which has enabled me
to do whatever I have done in Science. Looking backwards I can
now perceive how my love for science gradually preponderated over
every other taste. During the first two years my old passion for
shooting survived in nearly full force, and I shot myself all the birds
and animals for my collection; but gradually I gave up my gun more
and more, and finally all together, to my servant, as shooting inter-
fered with my work, more especially with making out the geological
structure of a country. I di d, though ly and in-
sensibly, that the pleasure of observmg and reasoning was a much
higher one than that of skill and sport. That my mind became de-
veloped through my pursuits during the voyage is rendered probable
by a remark made by my father, who was the most acute observer
I ever saw, of a sceptical disposition, and far from being a believer
in phrenology; for on first seeing me after the voyage, he turned
round to my sisters, and exclaimed, ‘Why, the shape of his head is
quite altered’”.
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xii PREFACE

THE JOURNAL

In his letters home he gives a few indications of his own estimate of
his Journal. He told his sisters in a letter, that he enjoyed the task of
recording the wonders of the voyage, and added *“I took much pains
in describing carefully & vividly all that T had seen”. Nevertheless,
when he sent sections of it home for his sisters and father to read,
he was nervous as to its reception, and wrote on the despatch of the
first part within a year of his departure from England: ““ I have taken
a fit of disgust with it, & want to get it out of my sight....A great
deal is absolutely childish. Remember however this that it is written
solely to make me remember the voyage, & that it is not a record of
facts but of my thoughts, & in excuse recollect how tired I generally
am when writing it”. A little later he begged they would not risk
sending it by coach to Maer, the home of his uncle Josiah Wedgwood
and of his future wife Emma, for ““it may appear ridiculous to you,
but I would as soon lose a piece of my memory as it”. If it is
“abominably childish” as he suspects, they are not to send it for
Uncle Jos and the cousins to see at all. Greater self-confidence ap-
peared as the months passed: “My Journal is going on better” he
wrote; and again “Iam pleased to hear my Father likes my Journal;
—as is easy to be seen I have taken too little pains with it. My Geo-
logical notes & descriptions I treat with far more attention”. The
nervousness of the novice was not entirely dispelled, even when near
the end of the voyage his writing shows much more assurance, for
he evinced surprise when Capt. FitzRoy expressed the belief that
the Journal would be worth publishing.

He wrote to his sisters that Captain FitzRoy “proposed me to
join him in publishing the account; that is for him to have the dis-
posal & arranging of my Journal, & to mingle it with his own. Of
course I have said I am perfectly willing, if he wants materials, or
thinks the chit-chat details of my Journal are any ways worth
publishing .

Exactly why this unwise proposal fell to the ground, we do not
know. It was still evidently under discussion in December 1836,
after he had been in England two and a half months. Emma Wedg-
wood, his future wife, wrote to Fanny Wedgwood, her sister-in-law :

“Catherine Darwin tells me they are very anxious to have your
and Hensleigh’s [Wedgwood] real opinion of Charles’ Journal. Iam
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PREFACE xiii

convinced Dr Holland is mistaken if he thinks it not worth pub-
lishing. I don’t believe he is any judge as to what is amusing or
interesting. Cath. does not approve of its being mixed up with
Capt. FitzRoy’s, and wants it to be put alltogether by itself in an
Appendix”.*

In any case Emma’s and Catherine’s championship seems to have
outweighed Dr Holland’s gloomy forebodings and the Journal was
first published in 1839 as vol. 111 of FitzRoy’s official narrative, The
Voyages of the Adventure and Beagle.t Darwin’s manuscript was
ready for the publisher in 1837, but there was a delay of two years
due to FitzRoy’s ill-health.

EVOLUTIONARY VIEWS

The growth of Darwin’s evolutionary beliefs has been frequently
discussed. Francis Darwin devotes the opening pages of vol. 11 of
Life and Letters to the question, and deals with it again in his Intro-
duction to the Foundations of the Origin of Species.f We know that
Darwin left England in 1881 with unshaken belief in immutability
and the creationist point of view. We know that he took the first
volume of Lyell’s Geology with him, and that the second volume
reached him in South America. In 1837, less than a year after his
return to England he wes completely convinced of the deep sig-
ing and of the transmutation of
species, md had set himself to seek out the laws of change.

In a little diary in which Darwin recorded the outstanding events
of his lifetime, on the opposite page to the general entries of 1837,
he writes: “In July opened first note-Book on ‘Transmutation of
Species’.—Had been greatly struck from about month of previous
March on character of S. American fossils—& species on Galapagos
Archipelago.—These facts origin (especially latter) of all my views”.

There could be no more explicit declaration that his evolutionary
views had begun their slow process of growth during the last months
of the voyage. The earlier years of the voyage had been mainly de-
voted to the acquisition of a geological knowledge of each island or
country visited, and it was the geological basis to his thought that

* Emma Darwin, 1, p. 387.
4 See Bibliog. p. xxvi.
1 Camb. Univ. Press, 1009.
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gave the right setting for the species puzzle in the Galapagos Islands,
and led him ultimately to his theory of the origin of species. When
at Valparaiso in 1834, he was much impressed by the signs of recent
elevation of the land. After describing a long walk, and commenting
on the diversity of aromatic bushes, he writes: “With this sort of
vegetation I am surprised to find that insects are far from common;
indeed this scarcity holds good to some of the higher orders of
animals; there are very few quadrupeds, & birds are not very
plentiful. T have already found beds of recent shells yet retaining
their colors at an elevation of 1300 feet; & beneath this level the
country is strewed with them. It seems not a very improbable con-
jecture that the want of animals may be owing to none having been
created since this country was raised from the sea”.
This passage was written in 1834, In 1837 it would not pass
muster and was omitted when he was preparing his Journal for
blicati Other it les of changes of view may
be seen in the Lion-Ant anecdote (p. 383) and the Galapagos
discussion (p. 337) (see Notes 46 and 54). But, on the whole,
remarkably few changes of view are manifested in the three versions
of the Journal. It must remain a sub]ect for surprise that a stronger
d is not disclosed in the 1845 edition. Darwin’s
innate cantlcm doubtless prevented any premature exposition of
his theory; but there was another influence of these years that has
hardly been sufficiently emphasized, and it is one that must have
affected the development of his opinions very materially.

CAPTAIN ROBERT FITZROY

The personality of Robert FitzZRoy was a very remarkable one,
and the two young men were thrown into the closest companionship.*
Darwin’s letters to his family show the immense respect he felt for
the young captain only four years his senior. Robert FitzRoy was
a devout believer in the first chapters of Genesis, and his almost
fanatical outlook, developing in fervour during the voyage, whilst
his messmate was developing a fervour in the scientific search for
truth, must have been a strange element in their friendship. But
FitzRoy’s ascendancy over Darwin, so clearly indicated in his letters
home in the early part of the voyage, waned towards the end, and

* See Cornhill Magazine, April, 1932.
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some of their later di ions after expediti made in

evidence of which can be found in their parallel accounts, must
sometimes have led Darwin nearer the truth by FitzRoy’s over-
statement of the creationist point of view. Such discussions must
have helped to form opinions, but it may well be that overt ex-
pression was delayed by Darwin’s very real affection and admiration

for Robert FitzRoy.
FitzRoy has never rcoelved the recogmtwn that is bJS due. Itis
true that later he was ack d as a 1 1 expert and

became head of the Meteorologlcal Department of the Board of
Trade. His admirable surveying work, however, received scanty
recognition, but it should be remembered that through his in-
cessant labours the ““Beagle” returned to England with no less
than eighty-two coastal sheets, eighty plans of harbours and forty
views to her eredit for the Hydrographic Department of the
Admu-alty,‘ which i lmpos-mg list does not reveal the incessant perils
and hard: in their acl in the storm pt
S. American seas where most of the arduous work was accom-
plished. Let it also be remembered that it was entirely through
the initiative and zeal of the *“Beagle’s” commander that the young
and as yet untried naturalist was asked to accompany the ex-
pedition and was placed on the ship’s books.

Fate has dealt ironically with FitzZRoy and his zeal to have a
naturalist on board, who would “collect useful information”, but
who also, so we understand from other passages in his account of the
Yayage, was to gather k ledge that would ulti ly confute the
geological sceptics who impugned the strict and literal truth “of
every statement contained in the Bible”.

Darwin gave a full account in pect of FitzRoy’s ch
written with the wlsdom of his slx&y-seven years. As more than half

itted in the p hed A hy, T have thought the whole
now worth pnntmg, as no words can so well describe FitzRoy’s
on hi

“FitzRoy’s character was a smgu]s.r one, with very many noble
features; he was devoted to his duty, generous to a fault, bold, de-
tﬂ'mined, and indomitably energetic, and an ardent friend to all
under his sway. He would undertake any sort of trouble to assist
those whom he thought deserved assi He was a hand

* See Vice-Admiral Douglas, Nature, Feb. 6, 1932.
B0 3
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xvi PREFACE

man, strikingly like a gentleman, with highly courteous manners,
which resembled those of his maternal uncle, the famous Lord
Castlereagh, as I was told by the Minister at Rio. Nevertheless he
must have inherited much in appearance from Charles II, for Dr
Wallich gave me a collection of photographs which he had made,
and T was struck with the resemblance of one to FitzRoy; and on
looking at the name, I found it Ch. E. Sobieski Stuart, Count
d’Albanie, an illegitimate descendant of the same monarch.*

“FitzRoy’s temper was a most unfortunate one and was shown
not only by passion, but by fits of long-continued moroseness against
those who had offended him. His temper was usually worst in the
early morning, and with his eagle eye he could generally detect
something amiss about the ship, and was then unsparing in his
blame. The junior officers, when they relieved each other in the fore-
noon, uscd to ask “whether much hot coffee had been served out this
morning’, which meant, How was the captain’s temper?

“He was also h and ionally in very low
spirits, on one occasion bordetmg on insanity.

“He seemed to me often to fail in sound judgment or common-
sense. He was very kind to me, but was a man very difficult to live
with on the intimate terms which necessarily followed from our
messing by ourselves in the same cabin. We had several quarrels,
for when out of temper, he was utterly unreasonable. For instance,
early in the voyage at Bahia, in Brazil, he defended and praised
slavery which I abominated, and told me that he had just visited a
great slave-owner, who had called up many of his slaves and asked
them whether they were happy, and whether they wished to be free,
and all answered ‘No’. I then asked him, perhaps with a sneer,
whether he thought the answer of slaves in the presence of their
master was worth anything? This made him excessively angry, and
he said that as I doubted his word we could not live any longer to-
gether. T thought that I should have been compelled to leave the
ship; but as soon as the news spread, which it did quickly, as the
Captain sent for the first lieutenant to assuage his anger by abusing
me, I was deeply gratified by receiving an invitation from all the
gun-room officers to mess with them. But after a few hours FitzRoy
showed his usual magnanimity by sending an officer to me with an
apology and a request that I would continue to live with him.

* The Count d’Albanie’s claim to royal descent has been shown to be based
on a myth. See Quarterly Review, 1847, vol. LXXx1, p. 83.
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“I remember another instance of his conduct. At Plymouth, be-
fore we sailed he was extremely angry with a dealer in crockery who
refused to exchange some articles purchased in his shop; the Captain
asked the man the price of a very expensive set of china and said
*1 should have purchased this if you had not been so disobliging’.
As I knew that the cabin was amply stocked with crockery, I
doubted whether he had any such intention ; and I must have shown
my doubts in my face, for I said not a word. After leaving the shop
he looked at me saying ‘ You do not believe what I have said’, and
1 was forced to own that it was so. He was silent for a few minutes,
and then said * You are right, and I acted wrongly in my anger at the

B

“At Concepcion in Chile, poor FitzRoy was sadly overworked,
and in very low spirits; he complained bitterly to me that he must
give a great party to all the inhabitants of the place. Iremonstrated
and said I eould see no such necessity on his part under the circum-
stances. He then burst out into a fury, declaring that I was the sort
of man who would receive any favours and make no return. I got
up and left the cabin without saying a word, and returned to Con-
cepeion where I was then lodging. After a few days I came back to
the ship, and was received by the Captain as cordially as ever, for
the storm had by this time quite blown over. The first lieutenant,
however, said to me: ‘ Confound you, philosopher, I wish you would
not quarrel with the Skipper; the day you left the ship I was dead-
tired (the ship was refitting) and he kept me walking the deck till
midnight abusing you all the time’.

“The difficulty of living on good terms with a Captain of a Man
of War is much increased by its being almost mutinous to answer
him as one would answer anyone else; and by the awe in which he is
held, or was held in my time, by all on board. I remember hearing
a curious instance of this in the case of the purser of the Adventure,
the ship which sailed with the Beagle during the first voyage. The
purser was in a store in Rio de Janeiro purchasing rum for the ship’s

and a little gentl in plain clothes walked in. The

purser said to him ‘ Now Sir, be so kind as to taste this rum and give

me your opinion on it’. The gentleman did as he was asked, and soon

* left the store. The Store-keeper asked the purser whether he knew

that he had been speaking to the Captain of a Line of Battle Ship

which had just come into the harbour. The poor purser was struck
b2
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dumb with horror; and let the glass of spirits drop from his hands
on the floor, and immediately went on board, and no persuasion, as
an officer in the Adventure assured me, could make him go on shore
again for fear of meeting the Captain after his dreadful act of
familiarity.
“I saw FitzRoy only occasionally after our return home, for I was
1 fraid of ionally offending him, and didso once almost
beyond mutual reconciliation. He wasafterwards very indignant with
me for having published so unorthodox a book (for he became very
religious) as the Origin of Species. Towards the close of his life he
was, as I fear, much impoverished, and this was largely due to his
generosity. Anyhow, after his death a subscription was raised to pay
his debts. His end was a melancholy one, namely suicide, exactly
like that of his uncle, Lord Castlereagh, whom he resembled closely
in manner and appearance. His character was in several respects
one of the most noble which I have ever known, though tarnished
by grave blemishes.”
* * * * * *
1If some parts of the manuscript Journal now published are deemed
trivial, it can only be said in palliation that its worth lies in pre-
serving it as a whole. It was certainly not written with any view to
publication. On finishing the proofs of the first edition of the Voyage,
Darwin wrote to Professor Henslow: “If I live till I am 80 years old T
shall not cease to marvel at finding myself an author; in the Summer
before I started, if any one had told me that I should have been an
angel by this time, I should have thought it an equal impossibility ”.
A few months before he reached England he heard that Professor
Henslow had had extracts from his letters on geological subjects
printed in the form of a pamphlet for private distribution without
his knowledge.* He gives this definite warning in a letter to his
sisters: “I have always written to Henslow in the same careless
manner as to you, & to print what has been written without care or
aceuracy is indeed playing with edged tools”. Though this referred
to his letters, the applicability to the uncorrected Journal is clear,
and perhaps there are some who think the admonition should have
been here respected. But after the lapse of one hundred years I be-
lieve it is right to disregard such warnings, and to assume that this

* See Bibliography, p. xxv.

© The Complete Work of Charles Darwin Online



PREFACE xix

exact transeript of my grandfather’s original Journal can now claim
to rank not only as a scientific historical document, but also as a
book that can hold its own on the strength of its spontaneity and
charm. To many readers Charles Darwin stands as a figure far ad-
vanced both in knowledge and in years; this volume contains a
picture of him in the first freshness and eager enjoyment of life.

TEXT SYMBOLS

Hy aim as ed.ltor h&s been to reproduce the text as faithfully as
ion and hasty
Woldl uddod by me to elucldate the meaning are placed in square
brackets, [ ].
Redundant words confusing the sense of the text are placed in
brackets, <
In the last qunrter of the manuseript there are more frequent
i and longer deleti by the author. I have
followed the plan of ibing the style al i in their
emended form, and of including the longer deleted passages in
rounded brackets (.. .del.).

SPELLING

Spelling is a delicate subject; to reproduce exactly involves in-
consistencies and probable slips of the pen. There is little or no con-
sistency in Darwin’s spelling of names or in the use of capitals. In
some cases there is a change of procedure half-way through the book.
Thus “oceasion ” is spelt ““ occassion” for some three years; then one
“s” is at first erased and then altogether dropped. Erasure of the
capxtals begins at about the same period. “Throughily” for
“thoroughly ”, “ broard ”, ““ yatch” and “ maeneuvre” are fairly con-
stant, as indeed are “the Portugeese”, but “neighbourhead” is
sometimes corrected towards the end. I have only emended in a
wery few cases, to avoid pedantic over-precision, as by adding an
5" where the plural demanded one, and omitting a repeated word.
Ot.he.rmue I have reproduced the text faithfully, acting on the
belief that Darwin’s exact meaning and method in that epoch of
his life are of value and should not be tampered with.
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XX PREFACE

PUNCTUATION

With regard to punctuation I have allowed myself a freer hand;
the colon and dash, and above all the full stop, are scattered with
indiscriminate profusion. Though I may be accused of inconsistency,
T have aimed at convenience for the reader rather than literal tran-
seription in the matter both of p ion and the ap 1

NOTES

The marginal notes of the manuseript have been treated through-
out as footnotes. To make it clear that these are Darwin’s own
notes, [C.D.] is added in square brackets, except in one or two cases
where the comments suggest another hand, possibly FitzRoy’s; in
these cases [R.F.?] is added.

My own notes are given at the end of the volume with page re-
ferences to the text and numerals in the text. These include a few
extracts from Darwin’s unpublished letters to his family, and some
relevant passages from FitzRoy’s Narrative.

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS

I should like to express my thanks to Sir John Murray for his
kind permission to make use of the drawings facing pp. 9 and 12; T
also wish to thank all members of the family through whose kmdness
I have had access to the original d My especial i
is due to my mother, Lady Darwin, for her help throughout, and
to Major Leonard Darwin, whose sympathetic counsels have guided
me in the preparation for the press and whose personal recollections
were of particular interest and service. Lastly, the Bibliography
owes its existence to the suggestion and most helpful advice of
Mr Geoffrey Keynes.

NORA BARLOW

June 1933
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DRAMATIS PERSONZE

BIOGRAPHICAL LIST OF PERSONS APPEARING IN THE
PAGES OF CHARLES DARWIN’S DIARY

Beavrort, Fraxcis. 1774-1857. Captain and Admiralty Hydrographer in

1831, became Admiral Sir Francis Beaufort. Brother-in-law to Richard
Edgworth, ‘whom he P d in mctmg TIrish

A pioneer in the cause of hydrography and nautical science. Instrumental

in obtaining the services of Charles Darwin for the voyage of the *Beagle ™.

Burrox, Jesy. Estimated date of birth 1816. Native Fuegian, brought back
to England from Tierra del Fuego by Capt. FitzRoy in 1830. The Captain’s
intention was to educate him, together with his three companions—York
Minster, Boat Memory, and Fuegia Basket—that they might return and
enlighten their compatriots in Christian morality and in the use of tools.
Boat Memory succumbed to small-pox in spite of four efforts at vaccina-
tion. The remaining trio sailed in the “Beagle” for Tierra del Fuego in
1831. Capt. FitzRoy’s zealous efforts for a regenerated Fuegia were not
ﬁx!ﬂlad. York mmm- and Fuegia Basket stole all Jemmy’s possessions
to their own territory. Jemmy retained kindly feelings
mwudl the English to the end of his life, and acquired some fame in the
missionary world.

By~oe, Bexsawin. Assistant and later Acting Surgeon on HLM.S. ““Beagle™.
His great kindness to Charles Darwin during his illness at Valparaiso is
acknowledged in a footnote to the Preface of both editions of Darwin’s
published Journal.

Cuavrers, Epwarp MaiN. Master of H.M.S. “* Beagle” in 1831.

Covavero. “Fiddler and boy to Poop cabin” at the beginning of the voyage.
Became Darwin’s servant in the second year. “My servant is an odd sort
of person; I do not very much like him’ but he is perhaps from his very
oddity, very well adapted to all my purposes.” “I have taught him to
skin and shoot birds.” C.D. Letters home, 1833, 1834.

Darwix, Roprt. 1766-1848. Charles’s father. Lived at The Mount, Shrews-
bury, in which town he was a well-known doctor. His excessive caution
nearly caused his son to abandon all thoughts of the voyage.

DERBYSHIRE, ALEXANDER. Mate of H.M.S. *“Beagle™ for a short period.

EarLe, AuGusTus. Draughtsman engaged by Capt. mznoy for the voyage.
Til-health soon caused him to leave the * Beagle”

Eruis, Wittias. 1794-1872. Missionary and author of Polynesian Researches,
2 vols. 1829.
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FrizRoy, RoBERT. 1805-1865. Descended from Charles IT and Barbara
‘Villiers through the Dukes of Grafton. Commanded the “ Beagle” for two
years on the first cruise, 1828-1830, and again from 1831-1836. Became
Governor of New Zealand, the settlers petitioning Parliament for his recall
owing to his ruinous financial policy, and, according to them, his unfair-
ness to the settlers and the undue supremacy of the missionaries at
Government House. On his return his activities were many; the science
of meteorology and the life-boat service owe much to his labours. His
earlier surveys were noted for their excellence. Rear-Admiral in 1857, and
Vice-Admiral in 1863. Committed suicide in 1865. He was responsible
for the proposal that led to Charles Darwin joining the “‘Beagle”.
“I should not call him a clever man, yet I feel convinced nothing is too
great or t0o high for him. His ascendancy over everybody is quite curious

altogether he is the strongest marked character I ever fell in with.”

\D. Letter home, 1832.

HanoxD, Ropert. Joined the “Beagle” from HLM.S. **Druid” for part of the
voyage. “...a very nice gentleman like person. We were generally com-
panions on shore.” C.D. Letter home, 1832.

Harris, WiLLiam S~ow. 1791-1867. Nicknamed Thunder-and-lightning
Harris. Electrician; invented a new method of safeguarding ships by
lightning conductors. Met with much prejudice in England, and the
Russian Navy adopted his invention before he could remove the objections
from the minds of his own countrymen. He was finally recognized and
awarded a knighthood.

HeNsLow, JouN STEVENs. 1796-1861. Entered St John’s College, Cambridge,
in 1814; took orders; Professor of Botany for twelve years. Author of many
botanical works. Charles Darwin was his favourite pupil. Henslow was
responsible for the best influences of the years at Cambridge. Darwin was
deeply attached to him. *“I owe more than I can express to this excellent
man.” Henslow first thought of accepting the post on the *Beagle”
himself. Responsible for the offer being made to Charles Darwin.

KNG, PriLie PARKER. 1793-1856. Commanded the ““Adventure™ in the first
surveying cruise of ““Adventure” and “Beagle”. A distinguished hydro-
grapher. Rear-Admiral. Retired to New South Wales.

Kixg, Purue Giorey. Son of the above. Midshipman on the “Beagle™ in
1831. Prepared the drawings of the ‘‘Beagle” for Murray’s edition of
1890, reproduced in the present volume

Maccomcx, Rosesr. Surgeon. Invalided in 1832, *I take this opportunity
of Maccormick retuming to England, being invalided, i.e. being dis-
agreeable to the Captain and Wickham. Heisnoloss.” C.D. Letter home,
1832,

MaRTENS. Artist and pupil of Copley Fielding. He replaced Earle as artist on
board the “*Beagle”. *Like all birds of that class, full up to the mouth
with enthusiasm.” C.D. Letter home, 1833.

May, Joxatuax. Much esteemed carpenter on H.M.S. “Beagle™.
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MeriersE, ArTrOR. Midshipman on the *“Beagle” in 1881; later became
Admiral, The Darwin family tradition held him in repute for the remark:
T am Mellersh of Midhurst, I have read Lord Byron and I don’t care a
damn for anyone™.

Musters, Cuarczs. Volunteer, 1st Class. Died of a fever caught whilst snipe-
shooting. Darwin wrote home telling of the tragedy. Others succumbed
also: *“And lastly poor little Musters: who three days before his illness
heard of his Mother’s death ™.

PEACOCK, GeoRGE. 1791-1858. Lowndean Professor of Astronomy at Cam-

and an influential member of the Senate. Became Dean of Ely.
Was lIted as to the appoi ofa st for the **Beagle” and
applied to Prof. Henslow.

RENNIE, JouN. 1794-1874. Knight; Engineer to the Admiralty; completed
the famous breakwater begun by his father.

RosAs, JuAN MANUEL. 1793-1877. Son of an Argentine trader in hides. Grew
up without education, and from a cow-boy beginning soon owned a cattle
ranch of his own. His army developed from his own cow-boys, armed
ostensibly against neighbouring Indians. Ruled as Dictator in Buenos
Ayres for seventeen years. His bellicose habits led him into wars with all
his neighbours, and he finally retired to England. Charles Darwin saw
him once again at Southampton.

RowrEeTT, GEORGE. Purser of H.M.S. “Beagle”. Died on board the “Beagle”,

June 27, 1884.

Srokes, Joun Lort. 1812-1885. Mate and Assistant Surveyor on H.M.S.
““Beagle” in 1831. Commanded her for many years subsequently. Was
made Admiral in 1877,

SunIvAN, BARTHOLOMEW JaMES. 1810-1800. Licutenant on HLM.S. “Beagle”
in 1831. Became Admiral Sir James Sulivan, K.C.B. See Wickham, John
Clements.

UsBORNE, ALEXANDER BurNs. Master’s Assistant on H.M.S. “Beagle™.

WepGwoop, Jostan. 1769-1848. Charles’s uncle and future father-in-law.
Son of the famous potter. Lived at Maer, a country house some twenty
miles from Shrewsbury. Responsible for removing Robert Darwin's
cautious doubts as to the respectability of the cruise for his son. Robert
held him to be one of the most sensible of men; *he was silent and re-
served, 50 as to be a rather awful man; but he sometimes talked openly
with me”. C.D. Autobiography.

Wickmax, Jouy Cremsnts. Lieutenant on HLM.S. “Beagle” in 1831, Later
reached the rank of Captain, and became Governor of Queensland. *“There
is not another in the ship worth half of him.” *Wickham is a glorious
fellow.” “By far the most couversible person on board; I do not mean
talks most, for in that respect Sulivan quite bears away the palm.” C.D.
Letters home, 1832, 1834.
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BIBLIOGRAPHY

Darwin’s publications referring to the voyage of the “Beagle”, up
to and including Murray’s edition of 1870.

I PAMPHLETS AND COMMUNICATIONS TO JOURNALS
PRIOR TO PUBLICATION OF THE VOYAGE

1835. Extracts from letters from C. Darwin to Professor Henslow, read at a

meeting of the Cambridge Philosophical Society on Nov. 6, 1885, and printed

for private distribution among members of the society.

Pamphlet of 82 pp. 8vo. Cambridge, Dec. 1885.

These extracts were printed before Dxrwm # retum to England and wlthout
There is no titl nslow’ t pre-

llmumry, leads directly to the text, and rends o i

For Private Distribution.

The following pages contain Extracts from letters addressed to Professor Henslow
by C. Darwin Esq. They are printed for among Members of the Cambrid,
Philosophical Society, in consequence of the interest which has been excited by some
B E I Nihuninh i) cuts, e which e véad af & Mecting of
the Society on the 16th of November 1835.

The opinions here expressed must be viewed in no other light than as the first
thoughts which oceur to a traveller respecting what he sees, before he has had time to
collate his Notes, and examine his Collections, with the attention necessary for
scientific accuracy.

Cambridge, Dec. 1, 1835.

1836. A letter containing remarks on the Moral State of Tahiti, New Zealand,
ete. Pp. 221-288. 8vo.

This early publication of Darwin’s was mentioned by his son Francis in
1908, when he drew attention to it in the Catalogue of the Library of Charles
Darwin now in the Botany School, Cambridge (Camb. Univ. Press, 1008).*

1 have discovered that this letter saw the light in Cape Town, as indeed may
almost be inferred from the first paragraphs. It appeared in the South African
Christian Recorder, vol. 11, No. 4, 1836; an
for the first contribution to current periodical literature bearing Darwin's

signature.
“The bulk of the letter is signed by Robt. FitzRoy; a considerable number of

* Most of the books mentioned in the catalogue are now on long loan at
Darwin’s old home, Down House, Kent, including the volume, Philosophical
Tracts, in which the above letter is bound up, without any clue to the name
of the journal which gave it birth,
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paragraphs are headed D ”, which a footnoty
the Journal of Mr. Darwin”. There follow five lines with both signatories:

On the whole, balancing all that we have heard, and all that we ourselves have seen
concerning the Missionaries in the Pacific, we are very much satisfied that they
horoughly desrve the warmes support nct only of ndividuals, but o the Bri
Sovmnh Rosr. FirzRov

At Sea, 28th June 1836. CuHARLES DARWIN.

1837. Notes upon the Rhea Americana.

Zool. Soc. Proc. Part v, pp. 35-36.
1838. Geological notes made during a survey of the East and West Coasts of
S. America, in the years 1832, 1833, 1834 and 1835, with an account of a
transverse section of the Cordilleras of the Andes between Valparaiso and
Mendoza. Communicated by Prof. Sedgwick. Read before the Geol. Soc. Nov. 18,
1835.

Geol. Soc. Proc. 11, 1838, pp. 210-212.

Incorrectly described as by F. Darwin, Esq. of St John’s College, Cambridge,

though correctly indexed.
1838. Observations of proofs of recent elevation on the coast of Chili, made
during the survey of His Majesty’s ship Beagle, commanded by Capt. FitzRoy,
R.N. Read before the Geol. Soc. Jan. 4, 1837.

Geol. Soc. Proc. 11, 1838, pp. 446-449.
1838. A Sketch of the Deposits containing extinct Mammalia in the neigh-
bourhood of the Plata. Read before the Geol. Soc. May 8, 1887,

Geol. Soc. Proc. 11, 1838, pp. 542-544.
1838. On certain areas of elevation and subsidence in the Pacific and Indian
oceans, as deduced from the study of Coral Formation. Read before the Geol.
Soc. May 31, 1837.

Geol. Soe. Proc. 11, 1888, pp. 552-554.
1838. On the connexion of certain voleanic pheenomena, and on the formation
of mountain-chains and volcanos, as the effects of continental elevations.
Read before the Geol. Soc. March 7, 1838.

Geol. Soc. Proc. 11, 1838, pp. 654-660.

Geol. Soc. Trans. v, 1888, pp. 601-682. In the Transactions the title is

somewhat different.

1889. Note on a Rock seen on an Iceberg in 16° South Latitude.

Geograph. Soc. Journ. 1x, 1839, pp. 528-529.

II. THE VOYAGE OF THE BEAGLE

1889. First edition, first issue.

The first edition of Darwin’s Journal forms the third volume of the official
Voyages of His Majesty’s Ships Adventure and Beagle, edited by Captain
FitzRoy, in three volumes, with an Appendix to vol. 1w,
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Vol. 1 is mainly by Captain Parker King, who commanded the first ex-
pedition of 1826-1830.
Pp. xxviii half-title, title, sub-title to vol. 1, dedication, preface, intro-
duction, contents of vol. 1, + [iv] directions to the binder, errata;
-+ 597 text, appendix, index, + 1 blank.
Tllustrations: frontispiece, 15 engraved plates, 2 cuts in text; 1 chart of a
Part of South America inserted, 2 loose maps of South America and
Strait of Magalhaens folded into the pocket in front cover.
Binding: dark blue stamped cloth. Lettering on back of vol. 1: Voyages |
of the | Adventure | and | Beagle. | Vol. 1. | King. | Colburn | London.
Vol. 11 contains Captain FitzRoy’s account of the second voyage, 1831-1836,
with extracts from the reports of his subordinates.
Pp. xiv half-title, title, sub-title to vol. 1, contents, + [ii] directions to
the binder; + 694 text, index, + [2] addenda.
Tllustrations: frontispiece, 24 engraved plates; 2 loose maps of Tierra del
Fuego and Chiloe folded into the pocket of front cover.
Bmd.mg similar to vol. 1, except that the name of FitzRoy replaces that of

King.
Append.\x t0 vol. 1t contains letters, reports and meteorological tables of
FitzRoy.

Pp viii half-title, title, contcnts of the Appendix, memorandum, directions
to the binder; + 352 text.
Illustrations: 6 engraved plates; 2 loose maps, the Track Chart and the
Low Islands, folded into the pocket of front cover.
Binding: similar to vol. w.

‘Vol. 11 contains Darwin’s Journal. The tltlc-page of this ﬁm issue, similar
in vols. 1 and 1 and in the Appendi the -y
Voyages of His Majesty’s Ships G Beagle, between the years
1826 and 1836, describing their examination of the Southern Shores of South
America, and the Beagle’s Circumnavigation of the Globe. London: Henry

_ Colburn, Great Marlborough Street. 1839”.

‘The sub-title runs: “Vol. iir. Journal and Remarks. 1832-1836. By Charles
Darwin, Esq., M.A., Seec. Geol. Soc.” The text ends on p. 608. Both the inserted
addenda of 21 pp. and the index of 7 pp. start at p. 609.

Pp. xiv half-title, title, sub-title to vol. 11, preface, contents; + 615
text, index; + pp. 609-629 addenda, inserted before index.

Tllustrations: 4 cuts in text; two folding maps of the Southern Portion of
South America and the Keeling Islands, inserted after contents, and
at the end before addenda, at any rate in some copies. A third map
of the whole of South America, inserted in some copies.

Binding: some copies similar to vols. 1 and 1. Lettering on back: Dar-
win’s | Journal |.

The collation of the first issue was made from the actual copy given by
Charles to his brother Erasmus, now in the possession of Mr Bernard Darwin.

1889. First edition, second issue.

The demand for Darwin’s Journal immediately exceeded that of its com-
panion volumes. Colburn therefore in the same year brought out a further issue
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of vol. 1 alone. The first three preliminary leaves were cancelled and a new
half-title and title-page were substituted on which the familiar phrase “Journal
of Researches” was first used. The title-page runs: **Journal of Researches
into the Geology and Natural History of the various countries visited by
HM.S. Beagle under the command of Captain FitzRoy, R.N. From 1832~
1836. By Charles Darwin, Esq., M.A., F.R.S. Secretary to the Geological
Society™. The new half-title runs: “Journal of Researches in Geology and
Natural History”.

Tt is of interest to note that *Geology™ precedes **Natural History™ on the
title-pages, corresponding to the precedence in his own mind at this time of
the relative importance of the two subjects. In the second and in subsequent
editions “Natural History” ranked first.

The addition of F.R.S. to his name s also of interest. He was elected a Fellow
of the Royal Society on Jan. 24, 1839, and admitted on Feb. 14 of the same year.
Therefore he was already elected on the appearance of the first issue, but the
omission of the F.R.S. is explained by the fact that Darwin’s part of the
official publication was ready for the press nearly two years before the volumes
appeared, the delay being due to FitzRoy's ill-health. The preface and dupli-
cated pagination of addenda and index oceur as before.

Pp. i-vi cancelled, new half-title, title substituted, pp. vii-xiv as in
first issue; + 615 text etc., as in first issue; + pp. 16 Colburn’s ad-
vertisements, dated August 1889, inserted at end of some copies.

Tilustrations as in first issue; two folding maps as before. In some copies
Keeling Islands inserted at p. 538.

Binding of some copies, blue stamped cloth as before; lettering on back
of some copies: Rescarches | in | Geology | and Natural History |
Darwin. | Colburn | London |

1840, First edition, third issue.
issue, published by Colburn in 1840, appears to be very scarce. The
title-page and text are identical with that of the second issue except for the
change of date at the foot of the title. I have not seen a copy in its original
Dbinding.
oo ox

The following extract from a letter from Darwin to his sister Susan, written
in February 1842, gives an indication of his publisher’s treatment of him.
Talking of money, I reaped the other day all the profit T shall ever get from m;

Journal, which consists in paying Mz Colburn £21. 10s. for the copies which T presenwd
to different people: 1837 copies have been sold. This is & comfortable arrangement is
it not?

1844. German translation of the first edition, by Ernst Dieffenbach, M.Dr.
Published by Friedrich Vieweg & Sohn, Braunschweig in 1844. In two parts.
Dr Dieffenbach added notes of his own in both volumes, largely on geological
matters and on the extinetion of species. Darwin supplied him with two of the
cuts appearing in Coral Reefs which Dieffenbach acknowledged and placed
in his notes. The same cuts appeared the following year in Murray’s second
edition of the Voyage of the Beagle. The German translation has the map of
the Southern Portion of South America of the first edition. The title-page
reads: **Charles Darwin’s, Secretair’s der geologischen Gesellschaft in London,
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Naturwissenschaftliche Reisen nach den Inseln des griinen Vorgebirges, Sid-
B & e Feucciande, 4o Seo Life and Letters of Charles Darwin, vol. 1,
p. 328.

Part I: pp. xvi half-title, title, editor’s preface, contents; + 819 text,

editor’s remarks, + 1 blank.
Tllustrations: one cut in text; one folding map inserted.

Part I: pp. vii half-title, title, contents: + 301 text, editor’s remarks, + 1
blank, + [2] advertisement of Smith & Elder’s with German heading
describing the Zoology of HLM.S. Beagle and Geological Ohecr.
‘vations.

Tllustrations: 2 cuts in text.

1845. Second edition. Published by John Murray as vol. xu of his Colonial
and Home Library. 8vo. The title reads: ** Journal of Researchesinto the Natural
History and Geology of the countries visited during the Voyage of HLM.S.
Beagle round the world, under the Command of Capt. FitzZRoy, R.N. By
Charles Darwin, M.A., F.R.S. Second edition, corrected, with additions™”. A
new preface dated June 1845, 2 pp., replaced the earlier one.
Pp. viii title, dedication to Charles Lyell, F.R.S., preface, contents;
+ 519 text, index, + [1] Smith, Elder & Co.’s advertisement of the
Zoology of the Voyage and Geological Observations, + [16] Mr
Murray’s list of Books inserted.
Tllustrations: 12 cuts in text; no maps.
Binding: red stamped cloth; lettering on back: Colonial | and | Home |
Library | Vol. | xi | Darwin’s | Naturalist’s | Voyage | Murray |

Murray prevailed both as regards illustrations, which were included, and in
the matter of maps, which were excluded. Darwin wrote tentatively *. . .about
woodcuts, T am not very eager; I think however two or three subjects would be
improved by them . There is no dubious note in his desire for maps. He wrote:
*According to my own liking and most people’s, it is a great advantagehaving
a map bound up with any and every work of travels”. In a later letter he
returns to the charge: ““To my own taste, and that of every person whom I
ever heard speak of the subject, a map in a volume of Travels is VERY agree-
able”. But it was of no use; the pleading was disregarded, and maps were
sternly excluded. How many thousands of readers regretted the decision? It
was not until 1890 that Murray relented and included admirable maps in the
illustrated edition.

The preparation of t.he second edition of 1845 was a great labour to Darwin.
He wrote in a small dia

Ap. 25th. 1845. Began 2nd edition of Journal.
August 25th. Finished do. (4 months).
Rested idle for a fortnight.

Much was added, and as the whole lmd to be somewhat shorter, much had
to be cut out or he found
troublesome.

He asked Murray whether he would *like to strike out my rather dull little
atcount of the Cape of Good Hope”. He was always struggling against time
and Murray’s requirements, but ended on a cheerful note: *I hope and think
I have much improved my Journal .
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1860. A new edition by Murray, with *“10th thousand™ on the title; similar
in the text and illustrations to the edition of 1845,
Pp. xvi 1 blank, title, dedication, preface of 1845, postscript to preface
dated 1860, contents; + 519, text, index.
1870. A further new edition of Murray’s, only differing from that of 1860 in
minor differences in the preliminaries, including an inserted advertisement of
works by Charles Darwin.
inding: green cloth; lettering on back: Naturalist’s | Voyage | round
the | World | Darwin.
Darwin late in life wrote of his Journal of Researches:
The success of this my first literary child always tickles my vanity more than that
of any of my other works.

III. 1839-1843. THE ZOOLOGY OF THE VOYAGE

The Zoology of H.M.S. Beagle, superintended and edited by Charles Darwin,

was published in five parts with the help of a Government grant of £1000. He

wrote to Prof. Henslow in 1887

I waited till I had an interview with t.he Chancellor
Nothi

T have delayed writing to you
Spri had a long conversation with him.

.5
rather an awful interview, but I never found anything less so in my life.

Part 1. Fossil Mammalia, by Richard Owen. With a Geological Intro-
duction by Charles Darwin. 4to. 1840.

Part IL. Recent ia, by George R. With a notice of
their habits and ranges, by Charles Darwin. 4to. 1839.

Part IIL Birds, by John Gould. Many descriptions by G. R. Gray. 4to.
1841.

Part IV. Fish, by Rev. Leonard Jenyns. 4to, 1842,
Part V. Reptiles, by Thomas Bell. 4to, 1843,

IV. 1842-1846. THE GEOLOGY OF THE VOYAGE

The Geology of the countries examined by Darwin during the voyage occupied
the major part of his time and thought. He published the results of his obser-
vations in three volumes:

Part I The Structure and Distribution of Coral Reefs. 8vo. 1842.

Part IL. Geological Observations on the Volcanic Islands visited during the

voyage of H.M.S. Beagle. 8vo. 1844.

Part 111 Geological Obsercations on South America. §vo. 1846.
1874, The Structure and Distrivution of Coral Hezfs‘ 20d edition. 8vo.
1876. Parts IT and IIT were
Voleanic Islands and parts of South Abserics visie during the voyuga of
H.M.S. Beagle. 2nd edition. 8vo.
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1 had been wandering about North Wales on a geological lour with Pro-
fessor Sedgwick when I arrived home on Monday 29th of August. My
sisters first informed me of the letlers from Prof. Henslow & Mr Peacock
offering to me the place in the Beagle which I now fill. — I immediately
said I would go; bul the next morning finding my Father so much averse
to the whole plan, I wrote to Mr Peacock to refuse his offer. On the last
day of August I went to Maer," where everything soon bore a d ifferent
appearance. I found every member of the family so strongly on my side,
shat I determined to make another effort. In the evening 1 drew up a
list of my Father’s objections, to which Unecle Jos wrote his opinion &
answer. This we sent off to Shrewsbury early the neat morning & I went
out shooting. About 10 o’clock Uncle Jos sent me a message lo say he
intended going to Shrewsbury & offering to take me with him. When we
arrived there, all things were settled, & my Father most kindly gave his
consent.

I shall never forget what very anxious & wncomfortable days these
two were, my. heart appeared to sink within me, independently of the
doubts raised by my Father's dislhike to the scheme. I could scarcely
make wp my mind to leave England even for the time which I then
thought the voyage would last. Lucky indeed it was for me that the first
picture of the expedition was such an highly coloured one.

In the evening I wrote to Mr Peacock & Capt. Beaufort & went to bed
very much exhausted. On the 2nd I got up at 3 o'clock & went by the
Wonder coach as far as Brickhill; I then proceeded by posichaises to
Cambridge. I there staid two days consulting with Prof. Henslow. At
this point I had nearly given up all hopes, owing to a letter from Cap.
FitzRoy to Mr Wood, which threw on every thing a very discouraging
appearance. On Monday 5th I went to London & that same day saw
Caps. Beauforl & FitzRoy. The latter soon smoothed away all dif-
ficulties, & from that time to the present, has taken the kindest interest
in all my affairs. On Sunday 11th sailed by Steamer to Plymouth in

I-3
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S i Beagle. I returned 10 London on 18th.* On Mmiday the

oth by mail lo Cambridge, where after taking leave of Henslow o
1“,&;1;@ night I got fo St Albans & so by the Wonder to S!u‘ew.gbuw
left home on October 2nd for London, where I re.

Tharsday 22nd. 1 _ :
i;..c: after many & unexpected delays till the 24th on which day |

arrived at Devonport & this journal begins.

(1684 Devember)
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Monday, October 24th. Arrived here in the evening after a pleasant
drive from London.

95th. Went on board the Beagle, found her moored to the Active
hulk & in a state of bustle & confusion. The men were chiefly em-
ployed in painting the fore part & litting up the Cabins. The last
time I saw her on the 12th of Sept. she was in the Dock yard &
without her masts or bulkheads & looked more like a wreck, than
a vessel commissioned to go round the world.

26{h. Wet, cold day, went on board, found the Carpenters busy
fitting up the drawers in the Poop Cabin. My own private corner
looks so small, that I cannot help fearing that many of my things
must be left behind.

27th. Went on board.

28th. A fine day. Mr Barl arrived from London after having had a
most stormy passage. It blew a S.WV. gale for the whole week, &
the Steam Packet during this whole time was pitching about.
I think if I had gone by it, this journal book would have been as
useless to me as so much waste paper.

29th. A beautiful day, dined at 5 o'clock with Gun-room oflicers.
They amused themselves with giving most terrific accounts of
what Neptune would do with me on crossing the Equator. Mr Earl
mentioned that some years ago <when> after having crossed the
Line they fell in with a ship, all her sails set. Not a man could
they see on deck, but on boarding her & going below, they found
every body, even the Captain & his wife, so very drunk that they
could not move. They had been making merry after Neptune's
revels.

30th. Dined at one o'clock with the Mids, after that had a sail, &
landed at Millbrook. Stokes, Musters & myself then took a long
serambling walk.

Monday 81st. Went with Mr Stokes to Plymouth & staid with him
whilst he prepared the astronomical house belonging to the Beagle,
for observations on the dipping needle. The gardens belonging to
the Atheneum were fixed upon as being a place well known &
easily deseribed.
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’ staid the house in consequence,

o ‘Eﬂ w:: Ii]rl::rd in the evening & dined with us,
L his L0

g out In Beagle as Midshipman.

ond. Went on board.

ard, Walked to PI::muuih with Caps. King & FitzRoy.

, : il :* boat to the break-
v Ptz Roy took mein the Commissioners o
bth. LnP: ;’:ih:r :I: aid for more than an hour. Cap. FitzRoy was
u-ufti‘r;wdl 2 tn!-:iﬂ.g angles, 50 8s t0 connect a particular stone,
;::Em which Cap. King commenced for the last voyage hls.lnngl-
tudes. to the quay at Clarence Baths, where the true time 1s now
taken. Sir J. Rennie, the architect, was oN the B‘-"—“?“Wﬂms &
e some interesting accounts of the effects of various severe
sales. In 1826 several blocks of stone, weighing 10 tuns each,
were considerably displaced. It now offers a much better resist-
ance to & heavy sea than it formerly did. It is now constructed
[in] the shape of a roof of a house placed on the ground; before
this alteration, it was that of a roof on a low wall, so that the sea
acted on a perpendicular surface. Every body agrees in the Break-
water beng as Ltf‘:.ﬁﬁ_l.l as it is a most stupendous work of art. In
the evening dined with Mr Harris, (the author of several papers
on E!_ccmmt}';r_ & met thFre :sﬁfv_eral very pleasant people. Colonel
I;l[:_umimn Smith, who is writing on fishes with Cuvier.—Caps.
ing & Lockier. The former mentioned an anecdote, showing how
compietely avilization & dram-drinking were synonymous things
m- New 5, Wales. A native asked hi
ety refosed & wi asked him one day for some rum; which
eing refused & wine offered, he seemed discontented. U C
King remonstrating with & asking hi .' pORLE A
Babd e iy g him what he did before the
© ere; he answered Oh! we we ivili
5k Weetohed. micstl re not eivilized then.
: » Muserable day, remained readi
th. Went with

Eastward parts of Englﬂmj_

Monday 7th, Staid at home,
8th. In the morning,

ed the tj :
tude of the sun, Went, op 1 he time, whilst Stokes took the alti-

well arranged. begins for the

—Was introduced to Cap.
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FitzRoy's two brothers, who have come down from London to
wish him farewell.

November 0th. Walked to Plymouth with Caps. FitzRoy & Videl &

called on Mr Harris,

10th. Assisted Cap. FitzRoy at the Atheneum, in reading the various

angles of the dipping needle: after that heard the Russian horn
band, & in the evening dined at the Admiral's, Sir Manley Dixon:
every body there except myself was a naval officer & of course the
conversation was almost exclusively nautical. This made the
evening very pleasant to me, but I eould not help thinking how
very different it would have been under different eircum-
stances.

11th. Breakfasted with Mr Harris & went again to the Atheneum

& spent the whole day at the dipping needle. The end which it is
attempted to obtain, is a knowledge of the exact point in the
globe to which the needle points. The means of obtaining it 1s to
take, under all different circumstances, a great number of ob-
servations, & from them to find out the mean point. The operation
is a very long & delicate one.

19¢h. Breakfasted with Col. Hamilton Smith & spent some pleasant

hours in talking on various branches of Natural history. Took a
walk to some very large Limestone quarries, returned home &
then went on board the Beagle. The men had just finished painting
her & of course the decks were clear & things stowed away. For
the first time I felt a fine naval fervour; nobody could look at her
without admiration; & as for the Poop Cabin it would [be] super-
fluous to wish for anything more spacious & comfortable. The day
has been an excellent one for the paint drying, so ealm & so truly
Autumnal that it gives one hopes that the Waesterly gales have
tired themselves with blowing. It is a great consolation to know,
that even if we had sailed at the beginning of October, it is prob-
able we should have scarcely reached Madeira.

18th. Walked to Saltram & rode with Lord Barrington to Exmoor

to see the Granite formation; the road passed through very ex-
tensive oak woods situated on the side of hills at the bottom [of]
which were running very clear & broard brooks. Exmoor geo-
graphically is the same as Dartmoor & extends to Exeter. It has
a desolate appearance, the tops of the hills only showing the
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: ians ¥ arrive
he Granite. In the evening the Fueglﬂﬂ*: g d
mossy forms of the L ith their school master My ) enkins,
R P-m‘ vork Minster, Jemmy Button & Fuegia. Mat-
Their names arc ived also at the same time.

s the mussionary 4 .,
':.hl. ws th ] "-h {.‘ﬂp. l'ii_ti".[{uv rc[‘l'l['l\'f"d thf: th‘{}l'l‘-'.'llmﬂtﬂl's

on board & placed the books in the Poop C ﬂbin‘l:"é't;nt on I;mu:g;
the paint is not yet fixed, so that nntl?mg can cd ?Fle. n the
evening the Instructions from the_:&dm;rﬂlt}: arrived. 11? m.:; "11:
every respect most perfectly satisfactory, indeed exactly w ah
l.'np: FitzRoy himsell wished. The orders mer?l}' cuntm.n a roug

outline. There could not be a greater compliment pia-.td to CE:P—
FitzRov than in so entirely leaving the plans to his own dis-

eretion.

15th. Went with Cap. FitzRoy to Plymouth & were unpleasantly
employed in finding out the inaccuracy of Gambey’s new dipping
needle.

16th. Went on board & spent the whole day in idly but very agree-
ably wandering up & down the streets with Cap. FitzRoy.

17th. A very quiet day.

18th. Cap. FitzRoy has been busy for the last two days with the
Lords of the Admiralty. .

19th. 1 I“fx‘f: now a regular employment every morning, taking &
comparing the differences in the Barometers. In the evening
[.jmlk tea with Capt. Vidal, He has seen a great deal of the same
irl of service that we are going to be employed on; he was eight
:;uE surf; ey mg the African coast, during this time he buried 80
. g otticers; a boat never was sent up a river, without it
using the death of some of the party. ; S

20th. Went to Church & heard a v :
took & long walk in 4 v rard a very stupid sermon & afterwards

Edgecombe & Mill ]3:-::..=:;.ET]'r picturesque country between Mount

I]I l..rﬂ'-dﬂs.' L] }‘.mlrm M
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completely his plan protects the vessel from any bad conse-
quences. This plan consists in having plates of Copper folding over
each other, let in in the masts & yards & so connected to the water
beneath. The principle from which these advantages are derived,
owes its utility to the fact that the Eleetrie fluid is weakened by
being transmitted over a large surface to such an extent that no
effects are perceived, even when the mast is struck by the light-
ning. The Beagle is fitted with conductors on this plan; it is very
probable we shall be the means of trying & I hope proving the
utility of its effects.

About six o’clock, a Marine, being drunk & whilst erossing from
the Hulk to another vessel, slipped overboard & was not seen
again. His body has not been found.

November 22nd. Went on board & returned in & panic on the old
subject, want of room. Returned to the vessel with Cap. FitzRoy,
who is such an effectual & goodnatured contriver, that the very
drawers enlarge on his appearance & all difficulties smooth away.
In the evening dined & spent a very pleasant afternoon with
Cap. Vidal.

28rd. This has been a very important day in the annals of the
Beagle; at one o’clock she was loosed from the moorings & sailed
about a mile to Barnett pool. Here she will remain till the day of
sailing arrives. This little sail was to me very interesting, every-
thing so new & different to what one has ever seen, the Coxswain's
piping, the manning the yards, the men working at the hawsers to
the sound of a fife; but nothing is so striking as the rapidity &
decision of the orders & the alertness with which they are obeyed.
There remains very little to be done to make all ready for sailing.

e 1-5:4 = All the stores are completed & yesterday between 5 & 6 thousands
sa S £ — i canisters of preserved meat were stowed away. Not one inch of
4 j‘_‘{";" : | O N e i“ﬁéaﬁ room is lost, the hold would contain searcely another bag of bread.
' Bt s p —~\O\ ? Zity My notions of the inside of a ship were about as indefinite as those
\ r M;f;f iy anrf of some men on the i‘nside of a man, viz. a large cavity containing

E ol s yche A air, water & food mingled in hopeless confusion.

24th. A very fine day & an excellent one for obtaining sights. Every
body hailed the sun with joy, for untill the time is well taken, we
cannot leave harbour. I went on board several times in the course
of the day; but did not succeed in doing any good, as they were
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10 ing the lace of anchorage & that is not the time for a Lands.
man to give I‘Eﬂllhk' about his own lumber,

November 25th. Very busily employe

my clothes & after that in arranging the books, did not leave the

vessel till it was dark.

oath. Again employed all day long in arranging the l_mqks; we
(Stokes & mysell) succeeded in leaving thf_: P:::u:rp Cabin in very
seat order. After having finished this & bringing on board some
things of my own, King & I walked on the sea shore & returned
home through a part of Lord Mount Edgcombe’s park. The day
has been a very fine one & the view of Plymouth was exceedingly
striking. The country is so indented with arms of the sea that there
is & verv new & different scene from every point of view.

27th. An idle day, had a pleasant sail in Captain FitzRoy's boat &
then called on several people.

Monday 28th. Cap. FitzRoy gave a very magnificent luncheon to
about !;]rt:.' persons: 1t was a sort of ship warming; & every thing
went off very well, in the evening a Waltz ' I
pemipa/iad ey ning was raised which lasted

2‘Jtti. ?‘ﬂ day the Captain has had another large party, but not being
very well, T have not gone to it, In the evening dined with Si
Manley Dixon, g dined with Sir

mir} E}Pt;g.ttlfn:ns here the whol
oY inten conversation on
tion to this subject during the |
VeTy pleasant walk to Corsap -

¢ morning & I had with him some
Meteorology, he paid great atten-

d on board in stowing away
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bers such order prevails. On coming near her, the hum is like that
of [a] town heard at some distance in the evening.

December 2nd. Worked all day long in arranging & packing my
goods in the drawers. Erasmus® arrived in the afternoon & I spent

with him a very pleasant evening.

8rd. Incessantly busy in ordering, paying for, packing all my
numberless things; how I long for Monday, even sea-sickness
must be better than this state of wearisome anxiety, Erasmus

being here is a great pleasure, but I do not see much of him.

4th. T am writing this for the first time on board, it is now about one
o'clock & I intend sleeping in my hammock. I did so last night
& experienced a most ludicrous difficulty in getting into it; my
great fault of jockeyship was in trying to put my legs in first. The
hammock being suspended, I thus only succeeded in pushing [it]
away without making any progress in inserting my own body.
The correct method is to sit accurately in centre of bed, then give
vourself a dexterous twist & your head & feet come into their
respective places. After a little time I daresay I shall, like others,
find it very comfortable. I have spent the day partly on board &
partly with my brother: in the evening, Cap. King & son, Stokes,
my brother & myself dined with Cap. FitzRoy.

In the morning the ship rolled a good deal, but I did not feel
uncomfortable; this gives me great hopes of escaping sea-sickness.
I find others trust in the same weak support. May we not be con-
founded. It is very pleasant talking with officer on Watch at
night, every thing is so quiet & still, nothing interrupts the silence
but the half hour bells. I will now go & wish Stuart (officer on
duty) good night & then for practising my skill in vaulting into
my hammock,

Monday 5th. It was a tolerably clear morning & sights were ob-
tained, so now we are ready for our long delayed moment of
starting. It has however blown a heavy gale from the South ever
since midday, & perhaps we shall not be able to leave the Harbour,
The vessel had a good deal of motion & I was as nearly as possible
made sick. I returned home very disconsolate, but mean to treat
mysell with sleeping, for the last time, on a firm, flat, steady bed.
In the evening dined with Erasmus. I shall not often have such
quiet snug dinners. I take the opportunity of mentioning a very
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12 which the watermen here ha'l:*f: observeq,
curious circumstance tualling office in6 fathom

, alls of the =
When building the walls 0 hilog o the inside [of] tha

- ade signals by )
isier n"lflzsu:hr wafrmwn used every where to hear; even

diving bell iles, it sounded like a person llitting

. di.:tanfr ﬂf tWD n" 2 5 .
I:!t TT:;H;:}; o small hammer, & for a long time 1t quite puzzled
16 N 5

+he men. so much so that they hauled the boat up, thinking it was
h or some ﬂﬂjﬂm].

Hr::ﬂrﬂbn 6th. Again sailing has been derf!:?‘red. In ’t'-hfl' morning the
wind was S.W., but light; afterwards 1t increased into a gale from
the South. Stokes & myself arranged the Poop Cabin, after which
I was forced to beat a hasty retreat on shore. I could not even
for & shart time have stood the motion, had I not been hard at
work. Dined in the evening with Erasmus.

7th. It is daily becoming more wearisome remaining so long in
harbour; at last T have nothing more to do. Every thing is on
board, & we only wait for the present wind to cease & we shall
then sail. This morning it blew a very heavy gale from that un-
tucky point S.W. The Beagle struck her Top Gallant masts &
veered her vards to the wind.

Em’f’hi ﬂmi‘}miﬂg this & the two last days journal in my OWI COFner.
r:mwi;m ;Eg:ms now to look comfortable, but yet very much
thanginé- 2 Sﬂltmme:ti?le wet day & no hopes of the wind
Oh for the lucky dav. wn o) Y morning, how is the wind?

Sth. Finall %y day, when the answer is N.E. '
: ¥ arranped th ;

a long & verv 3 € Poop Cabin, Erasmus & myself then took

- WNE & very pleasant walk o Mount Ed :

it 1s of a most striking & uncor dgeombe. The view from
mmon kind, a hird’s eye view of

three large towns. p
» LEvonport :
tn arms of the sea, geen j'f » Stonehouse .& Plymouth, situated

In the evening, dined for ¢
10th. Early in the

HIMS Bogle 1532
p N Lameins suai on Gi. Ladin
; o
A ': :

‘:'Mui-i rdylight
& lonnywom

e L T e IR s e A .

; : mornin tor :
Very clear, with g 1; g torrents of rain; th
ve settled wll:t;:i‘t{‘ﬁnd from S, w. We E.]let}i];};r 1;1}11;3“ helf an;g
Possible he woyld Eajl.t he Captain sald last night %h hdat i
anchors, & o little af 0 day; aceordingly at g g 1 at if it was
% pleasant ga) ) ter 10 saileq, Erasmus O'clock we weighed
biers oy 1 we doubleq the Bmﬂm“"&s on board & we had
began. 1 was goon - 1% Where he left us
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mained in that state till evening, when, after having received
notice from the Barometer, a heavy gale came on from S.W. The
sea ran very high & the vessel pitched bows under. I suffered
most dreadfully; such a night I never passed, on every side no-
thing but misery; such a whistling of the wind & roar of the sea,
the hoarse screams of the officers & shouts of the men, made a
concert that I shall not soon forget.

December 11th. It lasted till Sunday morning, when it was determined
to put back to Plymouth & there remain for a more fortunate
wind. We got to our anchorage at Barnett Pool about 12 o'clock, &
are now lying quiet & snug. Some short time afterwards, Musters,
a fellow companion in misery, & myself took a good walk, which
considerably revived us, but even yet my head is giddy & uncom-
fortable. I was surprised to find that leaving England, as I then
thought for four years, made little or no impression on my
feelings. 1 did expect to have felt some of the same heart-sinking
sensations which I experienced when I first had the offer of the
voyage. I left harbour as placidly as if T was merely going a trip
to France. I suppose I have so often & so thoroughly considered
the subject, that no new & fresh ideas connected with it can arise
in my mind; & it is their newness which gives intensity to one's
feelings. After having had so much time to make up my mind,
I am decided I did right to accept the offer; but I yet think it is
doubtful how far it will add to the happiness of one’s life. If I keep
my health & return, & then have strength of mind quietly to settle
down in life, my present & future share of vexation & want of
comfort will be amply repaid. T find it necessary to forget the
many little comforts which one enjoys on shore, almost without
perceiving them. Nothing can be done without so much extra
trouble; even a book cannot be taken from the shelves or a piece
of soap from the washing stand, without making it doubtful
whether in the one case it is worth while to wash one's hands, or
in the other to read any passage.

Monday 12th. Boisterous weather, the ship rolled a good deal; and
I actually felt rather uncomfortable. I look forward to sea-sick-
ness with utter dismay, not so much as regards the misery of a
fortnight or three weeks, as the being incapacitated for a much
longer time from any active employment. In middle of day walked
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¢ sight of the sea lashing itself
' hat whicl

<. There is no pleasure equal to t B
mlﬁmatﬁ. it is to this I look forward cto) with
t of our vovage. Dined with

to Corsan bay & there enjoved th

& foaming on the ro
fine scenery & eXercisc

<iasm than any other par
::;:rr mulunixuﬂ- a pleasant quiet party, or rather to speak more

truly, I suspect very dull to every body but myself, for the Beagle
was the chief subject of conversation, & 1t 1s now tl::.{‘: only one that
st all interests me. It is no casy matter at any time, but now a
mast painful one, to make conversation at a regular party.—We
have had & long & rough pull to the vessel, but I am now seated
in my own corner, snug & quict, & am listening to the wind
roaring through the rigging with same sort of fec]ing that I often
have when sitting round a Christmas fire. Eight bells have struck,
or it is 12 o'clock, so I will turn into my hammock.

December 13th, Anidleday; dined for the first time in Captain’s cabin

& [elt quite at home. Of all the luxuries the Captain has given me,
none willbe so essential as that of having my meals with him. Iam
often afraid I shall be quite overwhelmed with the number of sub-
jects which [ ought to take into hand. It is difficult to mark out
;:; p];.'hn & without method on shipboard T am sure little will be
= a“E ; & F";ﬂf-"PE] thectsarr_e Ist, collecting, observing & reading
s rEm: & of Natural history that I possibly can manage.

ations in Meteorology, French & Spanish, Mathematics, &

a little Classies, perha

! Ps not more than ¢
;1:31-.. I hope generally to have some B
OF my amusement, exclusive of the a

. Y
usual & delightfy) WE Vig great hﬂp':-*-‘i of a fair wind. Took my

alk
Eﬁmﬂm Verything f;:ntnhethﬂautlfm country around Mount
dﬂﬁ:;;: been my Ereatest drafr ]?:ih dressing & sleeping have
' “’mrin 0 Eﬂﬂlfﬂrt. B
:l;‘;‘; has heen ma,.if:gﬂ::“? . My hamm gl altep E::;ll‘r%n lthﬂsﬂ
od in dl‘esrlng & ave trained ess altera-
Ord : Undressing s myself to a regular
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December 15th. The wind continues in the old point S.W., which in-

dependently of detaining us appears invariably to bring bad
[weather| withit. Theshipis full of grumblers & growlers, & I with
sea-sickness staring me in the face am as bad as the worst. The
time however passes away very pleasantly, but instead of working,
the whole day is lost between arranging all my nick-nackiries &
reading a little of Basil Hall's fragments.

16th. This day is come to its close much in same way as yesterday.

I am now sitting in my own corner feeling most comfortably at
home. This is the first time that I have not left the vessel during
the whole day. The wind with torrents of rain is sweeping down

upon us in heavy gusts.

17th. Walked with Sullivan & King to the coast near the Ramhead

& there saw a wild stormy sea breaking on the rocks. We passed
through a village of the name of Corsan, one of the most curiously
built places I ever saw. None of the streets are for thirty yards in
the same straight line, & all so narrow that a cart certainly could
not pass up them. It is situated in a very pretty little bay, which
shelters numerous fishing & smugling boats from the sea. Our old
enemy the S.W. Gale is whistling through the rigging: today it
drove back a Brig which left Plymouth three weeks ago, so that
we ought to be instead of discontented, most thankful for re-
maining in our present snug anchorage. The novelty of finding
myself at home on board a ship is not as yet worn away, nor have
I ceased to wonder at my extraordinary good fortune in obtaining
what in the wildest Castles in the air I never had even imagined.
If 1t is desirable to see the world, what a rare and excellent oppor-
tunity this is. It is necessary to have gone through the prepara-
tions for sea to be thoroughly aware what an arduous undertaking
it is. It has fully explained to me the reason so few people leave
the beaten path of travellers.

18th. Dined at 12 o’clock with the Midshipmen & then with Bynoe &

Stokes walked to Whitson bay : theseahere presented a most glorious
& sublime appearance. For nearly quarter of a mile it was a con-
fused mass of breakers & from the white covering of foam looked
like so much snow. Each wave as it dashed against the rocks threw
its spray high on the hill & wetted our faces. To perfect the scene a
single man was watching from a rock to spy out any chance wreck.
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calm day, with a gentle breeze
Maonday, M”'ﬁﬂf’: tf:; probability of sailing tnmurﬁ?:
g;n‘::gﬂhﬁf weighing of our anchor will be hailed with yp;.
versal joy.
e i fll i torets &t S wind blew all the morning,
"~ but now the moon is shining bright on the sea, which looks gq
calm. that one would think it never would again be troubled by
a storm. Nothing can be more beautiful than the view from oyy
at anchorage, on such a clear night as this is; the Sound logks
like a lake. May these not turn out false signs, that our dis-
appointment (to) be the more bitter. The sailors declare there is
somebody on shore keeping a black cat under a tub, which it
stands to reason must keep us in harbour,

2Ust. The mOrning was very calm & the sun shone red through the
mist: every thing gave us hopes of a steady N.E. wind, & a pro-
sperous voyage. But here we are yet to remain alternately praying
z:; & abusing the S.W. gales. From weighing to again letting
um_adﬂu{- af:ci:ur everything was unfortunate. We started at
4 lock with a light breeze from N.W. & whilst tacking round

tain’s cabin & tp S Ei‘_:k: at 4 o'clock T went down
treated to my hampmoqy, g i:{slerrt tll 8 o'clock, after that I re-

. . Joyed a m _

pock 500N asg it . 0st comfortab] il
to H‘%ﬁﬂml ’ “""jﬂ]li “:E:gmhghdt Stokes & myself :;:iﬁt a
e stead of ¢, Where as bewitched, for it pointed
ahffaﬁ UD by Wickpgr <" S8iling W. by'S. Our d mbets
the miq ' Plymoygy, Suﬂm Putting hig head in &‘1; H':u o

= ateh {, und in the ot elling us we
40 clock, 5 € wing began - Ise of an hour. During

o :
€ Were only 13 milez !‘1-1::11 ,ﬁ “’E direction & at
€ Lizard, it blew a
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gale from S.W, Upon this the Captain wared the ship & we re-
turned to our old home at the rate of eleven knots an hour.

December 22nd. 1 have not felt at all comfortable all this day; took
a long walk with Stokes & Bynoe; during the whole time torrents
of rain were pouring down. By some mischanee in dropping the
anchor it got twisted with the chain: they were hard at work for
eight hours in getting all elear. In the evening double allowance
was served out to the men. Several vessels which sailed with us,
have all been likewise forced to put back.

28rd. In the morning Sullivan, Bynoe & myself shot matches with
the rifle for sundry bottles of wine to be paid for & drunk at the
Madeira islands. In the evening went with Stokes to a bad
concert. Although I am continually lamenting in the bitterness
of my heart against all the long delays & vexations that we have
endured, I really believe they have been much to my advantage,
for I have thus become broken in to sea habits, without having at
the same time to combat with the miseries of sickness.

24th. A blank & idle day.

25th. Christmas day, in morning went to Church & found preaching
there an old Cambridge friend, Hoare. Dined at 4 o'clock with
Gun-room officers. It does me good occasionally dining there, for
it makes me properly grateful for my good luck in living with the
Captain. The officers are all good friends. Yet there is a want of
intimacy, owing I suppose to gradation of rank, which much
destroys all pleasure in their society. The probability of quarrelling
& the misery on ship board consequent on it produces an effect
contrary to what one would suppose; instead of each one en-
deavouring to encourage habits of friendship, it seems a generally
received maxim that the best friends soon turn out the greatest
enemies. It is a wonder to me, that this independence one from
another, which is so essential a part of a sailor's character, does
not produce extreme selfishness. I do not think it has this effect,
& very likely answers their end in lessening the number of quarrels,
which always must necessarily arise in men so closely united. Let
the cause be what it may, it is quite surprising that the conversa-
tion of active intelligent men who have seen so much & whose
characters are so early & decidedly brought out, should be so en-
tirely devoid of interest,
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Christmas oY .ﬁ U:It to revelry, 8t present there is not & sober 4 December 29th, At noon we were 880 miles from Plymouth, the re-
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st sentin ‘?a“?; re?;g " he is now in irons getting sober as fast i deal [of | nauseaseveraltimesinthe day. There is one great difference
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themselves, & this t
ole & never failing
forward (to>. e
Monday, December 26th. A heautifu]_d ay, &anexcellentone f;r ssﬂmg,

the opportunity has been lost owing to the drunkednessr absence
of nearly the whole crew. The ship has been all day n state of
anarchy, One day’s holiday has caused all this ltﬂischllef : such a
SCENe 11;1"-'_1‘&'::‘5 how absolutely necessary strict discipline is amongst
cuch thoughtless beings as Sailors. Several have paid the penalty
for insolence, by sitting for eight or nine hours in heavy chains.
Whilst in this state, their conduet was like children, abusing every
body & thing but themselves & the next moment nearly crying.
It is an unfortunate beginning, being obliged so early to punish so
many of our best men; there was however no choice left as to the
necessity of doingit. Dinedin gun-room & had a pleasant evening.

27th. 1 am now on the 5th of Jan. writing the memoranda of my
misery for the last week. A beautiful day, accompanied by the
long wished for E. wind. Weighed anchor at 11 o’clock & with
dml;muih tacked out. The Commissioner Cap. Ross sailed with us
::] iut':tu‘;h;jﬂ‘f ':1]1‘5- Sullivan & myself took a farewell luncheon
total ahwncﬂ;[fllﬁ ti champagne, which may I hope excuse the
We ioined th EE ntiment which I experienced on leaving England.
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whilst lying in my hammock to watch the moon or stars per-
forming their small reyolutions in their new apparent orbits. T will
now give all the dear bought experience I have gained about sea-
sickness. In first place the misery 1s excessive & far exceeds
what a person would suppose who had never been at sea more
than a few days. I found the only relief to be in a horizontal
position: but that it must never be forgotten the more you combat
with the enemy the sooner will he yield. I found <in> the only
thing my stomach would bear was biseuit & raisins: but of this
as T became more exhausted I soon grew tired & then the sovereign
remedy is Sago, with wine & spice & made very hot. But the
only sure thing is lying down & if in a hammock so much the
better.

The evenings already are perceptibly longer & weather much
milder.

80th. At noon Lat. 43 South of Cape Finisterre & across the

famous Bay of Biscay: wretchedly out of spirits & very sick.
I often said before starting, that I had no doubt 1 should fre-
quently repent of the whole undertaking, little did I think with
what fervour I should do so. I can scarcely conceive any more
miserable state than when such dark & gloomy thoughts are
haunting the mind as have to day pursued me. I staggered for a
few minutes on deck & was much struck by the appearance of the
sea. The deep water differs as much from that near shore as an
inland lake does from a little pool. It is not only the darkness of
the blue, but the brilliancy of its tint when contrasted with the
white curling tip, that gives such a novel beauty to the scene.
I have seen paintings that give a faithful idea of it.

glst. In the morning very uncomfortable; got up about noon

& enjoyed some few moments of comparative ease, A shoal of
porpoises dashing round the vessel & a stormy petrel skimming
over the waves were the first objects of interest I have seen.
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the morning | +
mt'nI:he evening it blew a stiff breeze against
es of great & unceasing

) ndiced senses bore a most
January 15t 2;{ almost a calm, but a long
gloomy appt

oIl on the sea. In U
o This & three following days Were on

suffering. .
Monday 2nd. Heavy weather. 1 very nearly fainted from ex-
haustion.

grd. We looked for the eight stones & passed over .ﬂf_lﬂ spot where
thev are laid down in the charts, Perhaps their origin might have
been Voleanie & have since disappeared. We heaved to during the
night & at day break saw Porto Santo; in few hours we passed
Madeira, leaving it on the West. As the anchorage there is bad &
the landing difficult, it was not thought worth while to beat dead
to Windward in order to reach 1t.

sth. Accordingly we steered for Teneriffe. I was so sick that I could

not get up even to see Madeira when within 12 miles; in the

evening a little better but much exhausted.

5th. Passed this morning within a few miles of the Piton rock, the
most Southern of the Salvages: it is a wild abrupt rock & un-
inhabited. At noon we were 100 miles from Teneriffe. The day bas
Eﬂaﬁtﬁm & I am so much better that T am able to enjoy 1t;
s h""-‘f}' mild & warm: something like a spring day in
ngland, but here the sky is much brighter & atmosphere far

m
ore clear. There was a very long gradual swell on the sea like

what is seen on the Pacific:
: the 4
looked more like an undula.ting ;Z:ﬂ Iostiits tiat appealally =
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a beautiful appearance: the colours are so rich & soft. The peak
or sugar loaf has just shown itself above the clouds. It towers in
the sky twice as high as I should have dreamed of looking for it.
A dense bank of clouds entirely separates the snowy top from its
rugged base, It is now about 11 o'elock & I must have another
gaze at this long wished for object of my ambition. Oh misery,
misery, we were just preparing to drop our anchor within half a
mile of Santa Cruz, when a boat came alongside, bringing with it
our death-warrant. The consul declared we must perform &
rigorous quarantine of twelve days. Those who have never ex-
perienced it can scarcely conceive what a gloom it cast on every
one: matters swere soon decided by the Captain ordering all sail
to be set & make a course for the Cape Verd Islands. And we have
left perhaps one of the most interesting places in the world, just
at the moment when we were near enough for every object to
creste without satisfying our utmost euriosity:. The abrupt vallies
which divided in parallel rows the brown & desolate hills were
spotted with patches of a light green vegetation & gave the
scenery to me a very novel appearance. 1 suppose, however, that
Voleanic islands under the same zone have much the same cha-
racter. On deck to day the view was compared as very like to
other places, especially to Trinidad in West Indies. Santa Cruz
is generally accused of being ugly & uninteresting, it struck me as
much the contrary. The gaudy coloured houses of white, yellow
& red; the oriental-looking Churches & the low dark batteries,
with the bright Spanish flag waving over them were all most
picturesque. The small trading vessels with their raking masts
& the magnificent back ground of Voleanic rock would together
have made a most beautiful picture. But it is past & tomorrow
morning we shall probably only see the grey outline of the sur-
rounding hills, We are however as yet only a few miles from the
town, it is now about 10 o'clock & we have been becalmed for
several hours. The night does its best to sooth our sorrow; the air
is still & deliciously warm:—the only sounds are the waves Tip-
pling on the stern & the sails idly flapping round the masts.
Already can I understand Humboldt's enthusiasm about the
tropical nights; the sky is so clear & lofty, & stars innumerable
shine so bright, that like little moons, they cast their glitter on
the waves.
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during the night with a light
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salmed before reacht gthc ship was in activity; some shooting,
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ihT:s‘ﬁ;;iz. all a}musﬂd. No one could withstand such delightful

weather, nothing reminded one that there are such extremes as
hot or cold. During the day we frequently saw the Cone, ’r::ut the
rest of the mountain even to the waters edge was hidden; 1t 18 Fhen
that its extreme height most strikes one. Some old paintings,
where you see Jupiter & other gods quietly conversing on a rock
amongst the clouds do not give a very exaggerated idea of the
Peak of Teneriffe.

A fine hreeze is now blowing us from its coast: one has read so
many accounts of this island, that it is like parting from a friend;

a different feeling from what I shall experience when viewing the
Andes,

Numined this massive py

8th & Monday 9th. These two days have passed quietly reading,

there was nothing to remind you that you were not sailing in the

English Channel.
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I proved to day the utility of a contrivance which will afford me
many hours of amusement & work, it is a bag four feet deep, made
of bunting, & attached to [a] semicircular bow: this by lines is
kept upright, & dragged behind the vessel. This evening it
brought up a mass of small animals & tomorrow I look forward
to a greater harvest,

January 11th, Iam quite tired having worked all day at the produce

of my net. The number of animals that the net collects is very
great & fully explains the manner so many animals of a large size
live so far from land. Many of these creatures, so low in the scale of
nature, are most exquisite in their forms & rich colours. It creates
a feeling of wonder that so much beauty should be apparently
ereated for such little purpose. The weather is beautiful & the
blueness of the sky when contrasted with white clouds is certainly
striking. Again did I admire the rapid course of the setting sun.
It did not at first occur to me that it was owing to the change of
Latitude: I forgot that the same vertical motion of the sun which
causes the short twilight at the Equator, must necessarily hasten
its disappearance beneath the horizon. The mean Temp. from 12
observations for the 10th was 734.

12th, 13th. These have been two quiet uninteresting days: my time

since the making of the net has been fully occupied with collecting
& observing the numerous small animals in the sea. I find sea-life
so far from unpleasant, that I am become quite indifferent
whether we arrive a week sooner or later at any port. I cannot
help much regretting we were unable to stay at Teneriffe. St Jago
is so miserable a place that my first landing in a Tropical country
will not make that lasting impression of beauty which so many
have deseribed.

14th & 15th. These, like the two last days, have rapidly glided past

with nothing to mark their transit. The weather has been light &
to sailors very annoying: all the 15th we were tacking about the
N.W. end of St Jago, making so little way, from the elfects of a
strong current, that after some hours we scarcely got on a mile.
Some few birds have been hovering about the vessel & a large gay
ocoloured cricket found an insecure resting place within the reach
of my fly-nippers. He must at the least have flown 870 miles from
the coast of Africa.

23
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24 LAt about 11 o'clock we r.neared the Western
Monday, January 164 : ‘hnut three we a.nr:'lmred in the bay of Porto
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hills, The scene, when viewed through Fh"f peculiar atmo-
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fresh from sea, & walking for the first time in a grove ot Coss8 Ik
trees, can be 8 judge of anything but his own happiness. At three
Sclock T went with a party to announce our &r{lval to ‘the
“ Governador ™. After having found out the house, which cer?&mlg
'« not suited to the grandeur of his title, we were ushered into a
room, where the great man most courteously received us. After
having made out our story 1o & very ludicrous mixture of
Portugeese, English & French, we retreated under a shower of
hows. We then called on the American Consul who likewise acts
for the English. The Portugeese might with great advantage have
instilled a little of his well-bred politesse into this quarter. I was
surprised at the houses: the rooms are large & airy, but with un-
commonly hittle furniture, & that little in wile taste. We then
strolled about the town, & feasted upon oranges: which I believe
e ﬁfﬂhﬁ a hundred per shilling. Tlikewise tasted a Banana:
ki T;ﬂj:r;;}:ﬂ?g mtmkvs:h »EL sweet with little flavour. The
place, consisting of a square & some broard
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utterly vain such fear is, none can tell but those who have ex-
perienced what I to day have. It is not only the gracefulness of
their forms or the novel richness of their colours, it is the number-
less & confused associations that rush together on the mind, &
produce the effect. I returned to the shore, treading on Volcanic
rocks, hearing the notes of unknown birds, & seeing new insects
fluttering about still newer flowers. It has been for me a glorious
day, like giving to a blind man eyes, he is overwhelmed with what
he sees & cannot justly comprehend it. Such are my feelings, &
such may they remain.

January 17th. Immediately after breakfast T went with the Captain

to Quail Island. This is a miserable desolate spot, less than a mile in
circumference. It is intended to fix here the observatory & tents;
& will of course be a sort of head quarters to us. Uninviting as its
first appearance was, I do not think the impression this day has
made will ever leave me. The first examining of Voleanic rocks,
must to a Geologist be a memorable epoch, & little less so to the
naturalist is the first burst of admiration at seeing Corals growing
on their native rock. Often whilst at Edinburgh, have I gazed at
the little pools of water left by the tide: & from the minute corals
of our own shore pictured to myself those of larger growth: little
did T think how exquisite their beauty is & still less did I expect
my hopes of seeing them would ever be realized.—And in what a
manner has it come to pass, never in the wildest castles in the air
did T imagine so good a plan; 1t was beyond the bounds of the
little reason that such day-dreams require. After having selected
a series of geological specimens & collected numerous animals
from the sea, I sat myself down to a luncheon of ripe tamarinds
& biscuit; the day was hot, but not much more so than the
cummers of England & the sun tried to make cheerful the dark
rocks of St Jago. The atmosphere was a curious mixture of hazi-

ness & clearness, distant objects were blended together: but every

angle & streak of colour was brightly visible on the nearer rocks.

Iet those who have seen the Andes be discontented with the

scenery of St Jago. I think its unusually sterile character gives

it a grandeur which more vegetation might have spoiled. I sup-

pose the view is truly African, especially to our left, where some

round sandy hills were only broken by a few stunted Palms.
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10th. T took a walk with Musters. 1 went to the West along the
coast, & then returned by a more inland path. My imagination
never pictured so utterly barren a place as this is. It is not the
absence of yegetation solely that produces this effect: every thing
adds to the idea of solitude: nothing meets the eye but plaing
strewed over with black & burnt rocks rising one above the other,
And yet there was a grandeur in such scenery & to me the un-
speakable pleasure of walking under a tropical sun on a wild &
desert island. It is quite glorious the way my collections are in-
creasing. I am even already troubled with the vain fear that
ﬂlﬂ‘t'mﬂ be nobody in England who will have the cnurage- to
cxamine some of the less known branches. I have been so in-
cessantly engaged with objects full of new & vivid interest that
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novelty of the scene that could give us any enjoyment: the glow-
ing sun above our heads was the only thing that reminded us we
were in the tropies. Nature is here sterile; nothing breaks the
absolute stillness, nothing is seen to move: we may indeed except
a gay coloured kingfisher & its prey, the less gaudy grasshopper.
At mid-day, we seated ourselves under the shade of a Tamarind
& measured out our small portion of water. The bluish green tint
of its colour & the extreme lightness of its pinnate foliage gives
to this Acacia a most pleasing appearance. We then left the valley
& crossed over to Red hill, which is 1300 [ft.] high & composed of
more recent Voleanic rocks. On [the] road, two black men brought
us some goats milk, to pay them we put some copper money on
our open hands: they only took a farthing, & when we gave
them a penny, we hardly could prevent them pouring down a
quart of milk into our very throats. These merry simple hearted
men left us in roars of laughter. I never saw anything more in-
telligent than the negros, especially the negro or Mulatto chil-
dren: they all immediately perceived & are astonished at the per-
cussion guns; they examine every thing with the liveliest atten-
tion, & if you let them, the children chattering away, will pull
every thing out of your pockets to examine it. My silver pencil
case was pulled out & much speculated upon. When eatching a
stinging ichneumon, the children pinched themselves in order to
show that the insect would pain me. We scaled the top of the Red
hill & from it had a good view of one of the most desolate countrys
in the world. Our road home, near to Praya, lay through a more
fertile valley & few will imagine how refreshing is the sight of the
dark green of the Palm. We returned to the vessel very thirsty &
covered with dust, but not much fatigued, neither did I suffer
much from the heat of the sun,

January 21st. All day I have been working at yesterday’s produce.

Geology is at present my chief pursuit, & this island gives full scope
for its enjoyment. There is something in the comparative nearness
of time, which is very satisfactory whilst viewing Voleanie rocks.
There have been two bright meteors passing from East to West.

22nd. This day has passed (& it is a subject for wonder) very much

like any other Sunday out of the Magic line of the Tropics. In the
evening I strolled about Quail Island & caught myself thinking
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e + does & mass of vegetation springs up; this soon
g?:ﬁ ; :::::;5, & upon such miserable sort of hay the &l"fimals
exist: at present it has not rained for a year: & I suppose will not
till the proper time next year, viz. November & October. At these
periods the island is very unhealthy: one ship some years past lost
six of its juniar officers. A little to the North of the hill, we found
a very curious ravine, not much above 80 yards across; about 200
feet hxgh We with some difficulty found one single path at the
very end, where we descended. In this wild dell we found the
building places of many birds, Hawks & Ravens & the beautiful
Tropic bird were soaring about us: a large wild cat bounded across
& reached its den before Maccormick could shoot it. The place
seemed formed for wild animals: large blocks of rocks, entwined
with succulent ereepers & the ground strewed over with bleached
bones of goats would have been a fine habitation for a Tiger, .

24th. After our one o'clock dinner, Wickham, the Captain & myself

walked to the famous Baobob tree & measured it more accurately.
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in the morning & make out what she is. I suppose every thing is
well concealed, else she would not have come into a harbour
where a pennant was flying.

January 25th. Collected some marine animals at Quail Island &

spent most part of the day in examining them.

26th. Rowlett, Bynoe & myself started early in the morning on a

riding expedition to Ribeira Grande. We went to Praya to get our
horses & there had our breakfast. The greatest shopkeeper in the
place was our host. He is an American & has married a Spanish
woman & seems one of the most influential people in the place.
After we had finished our Coffee in his large & airy rooms, we
mounted our ponys. The road to Ribeira for the first six miles is
totally uninteresting & till we arrived at the valley of St Martin
the country presented its usual dull brown appearance: here our
eyes were refreshed by the varied & beautiful forms of the tropical
trees. The valley owes its fertility to a small stream & following its
course Papaw trees, Bananas & Sugar cane flourished. I here got
a rich harvest of flowers, & a still richer one of fresh water shells.
After having watered our active & sure footed little horses, we
again commenced climbing. In the course of an hour, we arrived
at Ribeira & were astonished at the sight of a large ruined fort &
a Cathedral. Ribeira Grande lies 9 miles to the West of Praya &
was till within later years the principal place in the island. The
filling up of its harbour has been the cause of the overthrow of its
grandeur. It now presents a melancholy, but very picturesque
appearance. The town is situated at the foot of a high black
precipice, through which a narrow & abrupt valley has cut its
way. The vegetation in this little corner was most beautiful; it is
impossible sufficiently to admire the exquisite form of the Cocoa-
nut tree, & when, as in this case, they are seen waving their lofty
heads above the dark green of an Orange grove, one feels con-
vinced that all the praise bestowed on tropical scenery is just.
Having procured a black padre for a guide, & a Spaniard who had
served in the Peninsular war for our interpreter, we visited a col-
lection of buildings of which an antient Church forms the principal
part. It is here the Governors & Captain Generals of the Islands
are buried, some of the tombstones recorded dates of the four-

teenth century; the heraldic ornaments were the only things in
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January 80th. Walked to the coast West of Quail Island with King,

& collected numerous marine animals, all of extreme interest. I am
frequently in the position of the ass between two bundles of hay;
so many beautiful animals do I generally bring home with me.
In the morning a few drops of rain fell.

81st. This morning the view was very fine, the air being singularly

clear & the mountains were projected against dark blue or black
clouds. Judging from their appearances I should have thought
the air was saturated with moisture. The Hygrometer proved the
contrary, the diff: between Temp. & Dew point being 29-6: this
is nearly double what it has been any other morning: on the 20th
& 21st it was 15:5. The dew formed at 42-2 & atmosphere was 71-8.
On the previous morning the diff. was only 8-8: & dew point 644,
This uncommon dryness of the air was accompanied by continued
flashes of lightning, consequent I suppose on the great change
from unusual dampness to such extreme dryness. The whole of
this day I have been working very hard with microscope at
vesterdays produce,

February 1st. Busy with my usnal employment, viz. marine animals.
2nd. We, Rowlett, Bynoe & myself, started by day-break on a

riding excursion to St Domingo. For the first 5 miles the road
passed over one of the numerous plains of table-land. The country
here has not quite so sterile an appearance owing to the stunted
Acacia trees, which are sparely scattered over its faces. These
trees are curiously bent by the prevailing wind & I should think
formed an excellent average wind vane for the Island. Their
direction is exactly N.E. & S.W. (Magnetic) & by its force their
tops are often bent into an exact right angle. At the foot of a
pyramidal hill of scorie I tied up my pony to examine the rocks.
The road makes so little impression on the barren soil, that we
here missed our track & took that to Fuentes. This we did not
find out till we arrived there, & we were afterwards very glad of
our mistake. Fuentes is a pretty village with a small stream &
every thing appears to prosper well. Excepting, indeed that which
ought to do so most, its inhabitants. The black children, perfectly
naked & looking very wretched, were carrying bundles of fire
wood half as big as their own bodies. The men & women badly
clothed looked much overworked.
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the side;:: of the hill or precipice, the town & T-a.lllcy of St Dﬂtnmgn
are seen. 1 can imagine no contr st more .st}*ll-:mg than that of t.'l:s
bright vegetation against the black precipices that surround it.
A clear brook gives a luxuriance to the spot that no ntt?t:r part of
the island would lead vou to expect. Nothing has surprised me so
much as the very dark green of the oranges; some tropical forms
can easily be imagined either from hot-house specimens or from
drawings, such as Bananas; but I do not think any adequate 1dea
of the beauty of Oranges or Cocoa Nut trees can be formed with-
out actually seeing them on their own proper soil. We had an
mtroduction to a most hospitable Portugeese, who treated us
most kindly & feasted us with a most substantial dinner of meat
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cooked with various sorts of herbs & spices, & Orange Tart. This

man 1s a principal owner of the plantation & apparently lives in
great comfort: his house is simple, but he has perhaps the Utopian
felicity of growing every thing he wants on his own ground. We
were told there was a lake about 2 miles from St Domingo: after
dinner we started to see, & followed a path by the side of a brook:

on each side were flourishing B
Guavas, Cocoa Nuts & num '8 bannanas, Sugar Cane, Coffee,

: berless wi 2
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day was a grand feast day & the village very full of people: a little
distance out of it we overtook about 20 young black girls, dressed
in most excellent taste; their black skins & snow white linen were
adorned with gay coloured turbans & large shawls. When we ap-
proached them they suddenly all turned round & covered the path
with their shawls; they sung with great energy a wild song, beat-
ing time with their hand upon their legs. We then threw them
some Vintem, which were received with screams of laughter, &
we left them redoubling the noise of their song. We arrived after

it was dark at Praya & with our tired ponys had some difficulty
in picking out our way.

February 3rd. A blowing day: I observe it feels quite cool when

thermometer is under 75° if at the time there is a fresh breeze.
Walked along Eastern coast & found some beautiful corals.

4th. Walked with Musters to a high hill N. by E. of Praya. On the

road we saw a large flock of guinea fowl, & their usual com-
panion & destroyer, the wild cat. These animals appear to be very
common in the island, so many have been seen since we were
here.

5th. This day or rather the 6th was originally fixed for sailing but

the Captain is so much engaged with experiments on Magnetism,
that the time is put off till tomorrow. I was engaged with my
usual occupation of collecting marine animals in the middle of the
day & examining them in the evening. Daily do I feel myself very
hardly used, when on returning to the ship I find it growing dark
soon after six o’clock. The days are exactly the same as in a dry
hot summer in England, but it is very surprising the sun choosing
to set before its accustomed time, about 8 o’clock.

6th. Went in a boat dredging for Corals; but did not succeed in ob-

taining any. Tomorrow we certainly sail. And I am glad of it, for
I am becoming rather impatient to see tropical Vegetation in

ter luxuriance than it can be seen here. Upon the whole the
time has been for me of a proper length & has flown away very
pleasantly. It is now three weeks, &—what may appear very
absurd—it seems to me of less duration than one of its parts.
During the first week every object was new & full of uncommon
interest, & as Humboldt remarks, the vividness of an impression
gives it the effect of duration; in consequence of this, those few
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a:;i.: EL::E:;GE:; }a.:; objects of interest are continually oceurring,
EL;- were pient:v of flying fish round the vessel but no .large ones.
Everybody is much 'plcascd with the Beagiﬂ’s sailing. It is
certainly something extraordinary so very easily to beat 1 packet,
which is built as a man of war & without her guns. It is rather
unaccountable the extreme interest that is universally felt at
speaking a ship in “blue water”. We expected no news & we re-
ceived none: vet I believe a great disappointment to every person
in the ship, if we had not boarded her. To our shame be it spoken,
we entirely forgot the Cholera Morbus, & although ourselves
having smarted from the quarantine at Teneriffe, yet we made
no enquiries about our friends in England.

11th. We are rapidly gaining on our voyage to the Equator.
12th. There has been a little swell on the sea to day, & I have been
very uncomfortable. This has tried & quite overcome the small

stock of patience that the early parts of the voyage left me. Here
I have spent three days in P

staring me in the face, without labels and scientific epitaphs.

first day that the heat has annoyed us, & in
I;I Jﬂ}:EdhEE delicious coolness of the moon-

: enn bed, it is I am sure just like what one
;ﬂﬁﬂiﬁ:ﬁ i very warm melted butter, This morningl8
cause others do. jt i: h;;f:?ﬂng us along; I call it glorious be-

lorious : er bitter eryel ]
- that gives my stomach so muyeh uneat;nz:ﬁghﬂ: 1’;?;“5

ainful indolence, whilst animals are
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a true pandemonium, & the cawkers who are hammering away
above my head veritable devils.

February 14th. To day at noon we were 150 miles from the Equator, &

have experienced the weather which is so frequent in these regions.
The wind has been light & variable accompanied by small squalls &
much rain. The thermometer is night & day between 75° & 80™: air
is very damp & oppressive. The appearance of the sky is in these
parts generally striking: the scene after sunset was particularly
s0. Every class & form of clouds was present, & by their shadows
gave to the sea a dead black colour. The sails were flapping against
the mast & a long swell quietly rolled the ship. The place where
the sun had set was marked by a long red streak on the horizon
& higher above it by a clear yellow space, which cast a glare on
that part of the ocean. It is in such moments that one fully re-
collects the many miles that separates our ship from any land.
Every one is alive with the anticipation about Neptune's ap-
pearance, & I hear of nothing but razors sharpened with a file &

a lather made of paint & tar, to be used by the gentlest valet de
chambre.

15th. Saw the rocks of St Paul’s right ahead: heaved to during the

night, & this morning (16th) we were a few miles distant from
them. When within 3 miles, two boats were lowered, one with
Mr Stokes for surveying the island, the other with Mr Wickham
& myself for geologizing & shooting. St Paul's may be considered
as the top of a submarine mountain. It is not above 40 feet above
the sea, & about half a mile in circumference. Bottom could not
be found within a mile of the Island, & if the depth of the Atlantic
is as great as it is usually supposed, what an enormous pyramid
this must be.

We had some difficulty in landing as the long swell of the open
sea broke with violence on the rocky coast. We had seen from a
distance large flocks of sea-birds soaring about, & when we were
on the Island a most extraordinary scene was presented. We were
surrounded on every side by birds, ! so unaccustomed to men that
they would not move. We knocked down with stones & my
hammer, the active and swift tern.'* Shooting was out of the
question, so we got two of the boat’s crew & the work of slaughter
commenced. They soon collected a pile of birds, & hats full of eggs.

e




the men in the boat were not
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fcer on watch reported a boa '
S shorten sail”, and we heaved to

in turned “ hands up, :
gﬁ:ﬂ converse with Mr Neptune. The Captain held a conyersa-
tion with him through a speaking trumpet, the result of which was

that he would in the morning pay us a visit.

February 17th. We have crossed the Equator, & I have undergone
the disagreeable operation of being shaved. About 9 o’'clock this
morning we poor “griffins”, two & thirty in number, were put
altogether on the lower deck. The hatchways were battened down,
so we were in the dark & very hot. Presently four of Neptune’s
constables came to us, & one by one led us up on deck. I was the
first & escaped easily: I nevertheless found this watery ordeal
sufficiently disagreeable. Before coming up, the constable blind-
folded me & thus lead along, buckets of water were thundered all
around; I was then placed on a plank, which could be easily tilted
up into a large bath of water. They then lathered my face & mouth
with pituhiﬁ: pamt, & scraped some of it off with a piece of
roughened iron hoop: a signal being given T was tilted head over
heels into the water, where two men received & ducked me
At last, glad enough, T escaped: most of t J]I; s t_gci
much worse: dirty mixtures beig sot o t’f oOthers were trelfhed
on their faces. The whole shi wasp hl SRpoutiy s

flying about in every derEtiunp-l o H 5 ower bath, & water was
Captain, got clear of being we;: thr[:;l:;f.mt Oie person ‘CHER

18th. At last I certgin .
enjoying th: il 11y am in the Southern hemisphere, & whilst
Cross, Magellan’s ;Iugf.g: he cvening, 1 can gaze at the Southern
the great crown of the South. In August
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quictly wandering about Wales; in February in a different hemi-
sphere; nothing ever in this life ought to surprise me. 1 find I had
formed a very exaggerated idea of the heat in these zones during
their cooler months. I have often grumbled at a hot summer's day
in England in much more earnest than I do at present.

February 10th. This morning a vessel was in sight, but would not show

her colours. An hour before sunset Fernando was clearly visible; it
appears an extraordinary place; there is one lofty mountain that
at a distance looks as if it was overhanging. We are at present
lying off & on, & as soon as the moon gets up we shall anchor in
the harbor. Just before it was dark Sullivan harpooned a large
porpoise. The instrument was hurled with such force that it
passed through the entire body. In a few minutes a fine animal,
about five feet long, was lying on the deck & in a still less time a
dozen knives were skinning him for supper. The view of the group
of Islands was very grand by the clear moonlight, & I felt rather
disappointed when I found at day-break (20th) that the hills are
by no means lofty. I have written one account of the island in my
geology and it is much too hard work to copy anything when the
sun is only a few degrees from the zenith. I spent a most delightful

day in wandering about the woods. The whole island is one forest,

& this is so thickly intertwined that it requires great exertion to

crawl along. The scenery was very beautiful, & large Magnolias

& Laurels & trees covered with delicate flowers ought to have

satisfied me. But I am sure all the grandeur of the Tropics has

not yet been seen by me. We had no gaudy birds, no humming

birds, no large flowers: I am glad that I have seen these islands,

I shall enjoy the greater wonders all the more from having a guess

what to look for. All the trees either bearing some fruit or large

flower is perhaps one of the most striking things that meet one

whilst wandering in a wood in these glorious regions. I joined the

Captain in the evening & was informed that we should sail that

very evening. What decided his plans is the great difficulty in

landing in the surf.

21sf. We sailed at night, but have not made much way this morning;

latterly it has been a dead calm, the ship’s head standing the
wrong way. As long as one was motionless the extreme heat is
rather enjoyable, but after any bodily or mental exertion a most

BD 3




'l |
. xDO NORONTIA o83 1832

. FERNANDO NORONHA TO BANILA a0
faculty. During the

es over every

L am foreed to get out & February 28th,'* About 9 o’clock we were near to the coast of Brazil;
helpless deg gJoeping in 8 Warm -’Ifmth. H:”hu'ul ~far thaxouni we saw a considerable extent of it, the whole line is rather low &
pight It 15 lﬂ;tr thf hardness of which is dehig wr;:guinr. & from the profusion of wood & verdure of a bright green
lie on the 18P _ _ colour. About 11 o’clock we entered the bay of All Saints, on the
t W:: l::['11 wind has continued so variable that this morning Northern side of which is situated the town of Bahia or San Salva-

. ew

it S { Fernando Noronha. The day has 1heen.un4
& the evening deliciously eool. The m_nbt serious
comfortably hot ulty of sleeping: before

" <hich affects me, is the diffic

di#ﬂmfﬂ:ﬂl it 1s next to impossible to keep the head frf]mufalilmg
Fmtitutmk but the instant one 1s in the hammock all sleep
an - ¥

deserts you. | |
osrd, 24th & 25th. These three days have passed by quietly & with-

out note. On the 28rd we had starnel}t got m.ﬂ: .:tf thet‘fva:réﬁhii i
which are so common in the Equ&tﬁn&l regions, bu = c
nst days we have been driving with a steady Trade wind for the
tinent of S. America. -
mgi]:flmﬁng Teneriffe the sea has been so calm, tha.jt it is hard
to helieve it the same element which tossed us about 1n thf.: Bay
of Biscay. This stillness is of great moment to the quantity of
comfort which is attainable on ship-board. Hitherto I have been
surprised how enjoyable life is in this floating prison. But the
greatest & most constant drawback to this is the very long period
which separates us from our return. Excepting when in the midst
of tropical scenery, my greatest share of pleasure is in anticipating
a future time when I shall be able to look back on past events; &
the consciousness that this prospect is so distant never fails to be
painful. To enjoy the soft & delicious evenings of the Tropic; to
%';zfsi:;:r:réght band of stars, which stretches from Orion to
leaves an fn mf,“’ & to enjoy such pleasures in quiet solitude,
pression which a few years will not destroy.

26th. For the first time in my life I saw the sun at noon to the North:

vesterday it was v
£ ’ €ry near over o e e
we are & little to the ur heads & therefore of cours

findiog the b mﬂSuuth ofit. T am constantly surprised at not

gentle breeze hlnwinm Intense than it is; when at sea & with 8

L am sure T have ¢ g one does not even wish for colder weather-

mer's day in Eﬂg]mn:gfmnﬂy been more oppressed by a hot sum-

27th. Qui ili
Quietly sailing. Tomorrow we shall reach Bahia

dnlr. It would be difficult [to] imagine, before seeing the view, any-
thing so magnificent. It requires, however, the reality of nature to
make it so. If faithfully represented in a picture, a feeling of dis-
trust would be raised in the mind, as I think is the case in some
of Martins’ views. The town is fairly embosomed in a luxuriant
wood & situated on a steep bank overlooks the calm waters of the
great bay of All Saints. The houses are white & lofty & from the
windows being narrow & long have a very light & elegant ap-
pearance. Convents, Porticos & publie buildings vary the uni-
formity of the houses: the bay is scattered over with large ships;

in short the view is one of the finest in the Brazils. But these

beauties are as nothing compared to the Vegetation; I believe

from what I have seen Humboldt’s glorious descriptions are & will

for ever be unparalleled: but even he with his dark blue skies &

the rare union of poetry with science which he so strongly displays

when writing on tropical scenery, with all this falls far short of the

truth. The delight one experiences in such times bewilders the

mind; if the eye attempts to follow the flight of a gaudy butter-fly,

it is arrested by some strange tree or fruit; if watching an insect

one forgets it in the stranger flower it is crawling over; if turning

to admire the splendour of the scenery, the individual character

of the foreground fixes the attention. The mind is a chaos of de-

light, out of which a world of future & more quiet pleasure will

arise. I am at present fit only to read Humboldt; he like another

sun illumines everything I behold.

20th. The day has passed delightfully: delight is however a weak

term for such transports of pleasure: I have been wandering by
myself in a Brazilian forest: amongst the multitude it is hard to
say what set of objects is most striking; the general luxuriance of
the vegetation bears the victory, the elegance of the grasses. the
novelty of the parasitical plants, the beauty of the flowers, the
glossy green of the foliage, all tend to thisend. A most paradoxical
mixture of sound & silence pervades the shady parts of the wood:
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:ﬁﬂci be absorbed or evaporated before reaching the ground.

March 1st. 1 can only add raptures to the fnrmer.raptlilres. 1 walke.:d
with the two Mids a few miles into the interior. The m:{untry 15
composed of small hills & each new valley is more beautiful than
the last. I collected & great number of brilliantly coloured flowers,
enough to make a florist go wild. Brazilian scenery 18 nothing
more nor less than a view in the Arabian Nights, with th&_ad-
vantage of reality. The air is deliciously cool & soft; full of enjoy-
ment one fervently desires to live in retirement in this new &
grander world.

2nd ¢ 8rd. 1am quite ashamed at the very little I have done during
these two days: a few insects & plants make up the sum total.
My only excuse is the torrents of rain, but I am afraid idleness is
the true reason. Yesterday Cap. Paget dined with us & made him-
sell very amusing by detailing some of the absurdities of naval
ctiquette. To day Rowlett & myself went to the city & he per-
formed the part of cicerone to me: in the lower part near to the
rifs, the streets are very narrow & the houses even more lofty
dim;;ﬁ u]dh.tnw.n of Edinburgh, The smell is very strong &
have the s::;f I::dls not to be wondered at, since I observe they
AlAES Tabor s 4 nfhcmng gardez leau” as in Auld Reekie.
great numbers muurf; th:: :rllf Tﬂd{ St collected 1n
rehants' warehouses, The discussions

negroes at all tim ¢ amount of hire are very animated; the

staggering under ﬂ?'u;e much gesticulation & clamor & when
RSy huﬂ‘hﬂms beat time & cheer them-
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selves by a rude song. I only saw one wheel carriage; but the
horses are by no means scarce; they are generally small & well
shaped & are chiefly used for the merchants to ride. We paid a
visit to one of the principal churches; we here found for a guide,
a little Irish boy about 18 years old. His father was buried there
two months ago, & was one of the unfortunate people whom Don
Pedro enticed into the country under the pretence of settling
[him] there. This little fellow contrives to support his mother &
sister by the few Vintems which in the course of the day he earns
by messages. Mr Gond, one of the principal merchants in the
place, offered to lend us horses, if we would walk to his country
house. We gladly accepted his offer & enjoyed a most delightful

ride; one beautiful view after another opening upon us in endless
succession.

March 4th. This dayis the first of the Carnival ; but Wickham, Sullivan

& myself nothing ¢(un)>daunted were determined to face its dangers.
These dangers consist in being unmereifully pelted by wax balls
full of water & being wet through by large tin squirts. We found
it very difficult to maintain our dignity whilst walking through
the streets. Charles the V has said that he was a brave man who
could snuff a candle with his fingers without flinching; I say it is
he who can walk at a steady pace, when buckets of water on each
side are ready to be dashed over him. After an hour’s walking the
gauntlet, we at length reached the country & there we were well
determined to remain till it was dark. We did so, & had some dif-
ficulty in finding the road back again, as we took care to coast
along the outside of the town, To complete our ludicrous miseries
a heavy shower wet us to the skins; & at last gladly we reached
the Beagle. It was the first time Wickham had been on shore, &
he vowed if he was here for six months it should be [the] only one.

5th. King & myself started at 9 o'clock for a long naturalizing walk.

Some of the valleys were even more beautiful than any I have yet
seen. There is a wild luxuriance in these spots that is quite en-
chanting. One of the great superiorities that Tropical scenery has
over European is the wildness even of the cultivated ground.
Cocoa Nuts, Bananas, Plantain, Oranges, Papaws are mingled as
if by Nature, & between them are patches of the herbaceous plants
such as Indian corn, Yams & Cassada: & in this class of views, the
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s to the subsistence of mankind, [Ld{:ig
knowledg¢ thet ﬂ'u :: I;?i':}i:nlding them. ‘a’.‘o"ﬂ returned %ﬂ the 51“1'[3
muech to the plw'-:ﬂ-'*ti bk & du ring these eight hours we Scarcely
about § after E;' " < cloudless & the day very hot, yet we did
rested one. The S I}I: < opears to e that the heat merely brings on
not suffer Wf“f’h'h = f: = fficient to overcome this it
L_ndulm-:'f.r.{: :{l; L;:de_rgﬂ s zood deal of fatigue. During the walk
is very ﬁ'bt}t to o in collecting numberless small beetles &
[ was chiefly € lgin  chot some pretty birds & 1 a most beautiful
t is ft;gw & pleasant thing for me to be conscious
< doing my duty, & that if I neglected th.a.t duty

some years given me

42

that naturalizing :
I should at same time neglect what has for

<o much pleasure.

March 6th. 1 pricked my knee some days since, & it 1s now S0 much
<wolen that T am unable to walk. The greater part of the day has
been spent inidly lyingon jeck, T amnot surprised that pe:.z.-p]e are
<o indolent in a hot country; neither mind or body require any
exercise: watching the sky is <ufficient occupation for the former

& the latter seems well contented with lying still.

19¢h. Since the 6th T have been for the greater part of the time n
my hammock; my knee continued to swell & was exceedingly
painful. To-day is the first I have been able to sit up for many
hours together. It has been very mortifying to see the clear blue
sky a‘i_mve my head & not be able to enjoy it. 1 have heard of in-
t'—‘*ﬂ'b:tﬂ‘lg geological fufcts & am disabled from examining them;
but instead of grumbling I must think myself lucky in haying at
all seen the glorious city of Bahia. We have had some festivities
1:1:1 .huﬂrd: the day l'.:efnre yesterday there was a grand dinner oD
n;;ﬂ?:t; TCk' ‘L“F- Paget has [_:naid us numberless visits & 18
who would if ﬂ:ﬂl-‘?mg: he has mentioned in the presence of those
s0 revoltin t}fF = uld have contradicted him, facts about slavery
placed thei; tua:hl: ir:lzdlm:d them in England, I should have
extent to which the trad: i: i:rﬁaé of well meaning people. The
15 defended; the respectable( | o4 on;the fetocity with Rt

) people who are concerned in it aré

far from bein
E exXapperated at
state of by far the El'eatera home. T have no doubt the actual

happier than one would be Prsﬂugliflihel‘ﬂﬂw populations o
nclined to believe. Interest
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& any good feelings the proprictor may pOSSess would tend to this.
But it is utterly false (as Cap. Paget satisfactorily proved) that
any, even the very best treated, do not wish to return to their
countries. “If I could but see my father & two sisters once again,
I should be happy. I never can forget them.” Such was the ex-
pression of one of these people, who are ranked by the polished
savages in England as hardly their brethren, even in God’s eyes.
From instances I have seen of people so blindly & obstinately
prejudiced, who in other points I would credit, on this one I shall
never again scruple utterly to disbelieve. As far as my testimony
goes, every individual who has the glory of having exerted
Limself on the subject of slavery, may rely on it his labours are

exerted against miseries perhaps even greater than he imagines.

Mareh 18th. Unable as yet to leave the ship.
144h. Hired a boat & went some miles up the harbour. I found some

interesting geological appearances & spent some pleasant hours
in wandering on the beach.

15th. The Beagle weighed anchor this morning & proceeded to sound

the bank, which runs out at the head of the bay. As it was In-
tended to come in again I was landed on shore & was very glad to
have one other opportunity of admiring the beautiful country
round Bahia. I procured an Irish boy as an interpreter & again
<tarted to revisit the same place as I did yesterday. After walking
for some time in the heat of the sun, we entered a Venda & drank
some most excellent Sangaro. As is generally the case we Were
<oon surrounded by black men, Wwomen & children. I do not know
whether they afforded me or I them the most amusement; their
astonishment was great at the Fly net, small pistol & compass:
1< one thing came out after another from my most capacious
pockets, they cried * full, full of sins™. Doubtless thinking all my
. struments were related “al Diabolo”. Every body is delighted
with the excellent manners of the Negros. I gave my friends at
the Venda some wine & when I parted with them it is my firm
belief, no Dutchess with three tails could have given such court-
like & dignified bows as the black women saluted me with. In the
evening I went to the Hotel d'Universe, where by the help of the
three words, “ eomer” to eat, ‘cama’ & bed and ‘‘pagar’, my
host & myself contrived to agree Very well.
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a1k & collected a great | : .
4 ath. The next mnmtngl took E;Ti:;:}‘lg devtbutint gl:;te ; | tinctly visible. In the forenoon a water-spout took place at a few
March 1 ui' lants & insects: it was a EI Wi e_xl;ectt‘ 3 thatthe L miles distance & was to me a very interesting phenomenon. From
number o1 P contrary to what a stratus or black bank of clouds, a small dark eylinder (shaped

. d, so ereise. In the middl . : gy
dfl’ﬂh‘{“] :amﬁ;“s incapacitates on¢ for ﬂ:{‘fi f::d R mf? .! like a cow’s tail) depended & joined itself to a funnel shaped mass
2:;: :;u::f went on board the Samarang ‘?" real fighting orderiis ' which rested on the sea. It lasted some moments & then the
ference between 8 suﬂ':-!!r'iﬂg “""-55“1 ':;“:imﬂ under five minutes whole appearance vanished into an cxﬂ:':cflmgly heavy mmh-.;turm.
ery striking. In the Samarang at am TeoenbimostepactoRang }"Fhen they approach near to a vessel, it is usual to fire a big gun
1.i'z ¢ could fire an effective broadside. 1 spe in order to break them.

— A large shark followed the ship, & was first struck by a harpoon;

ey 00" b the Mids; & such o set of young unhanged rogues
the “ye after this he was hooked by a bait & again being struck broke the

R ‘ent to astonish a shore-going
" tlemen” are, 15 sufficient : i
;;hﬁu“?ﬂrhlﬁugtﬂ; o'elock the Beagle came i & anchored & instead hook & escaped. Such an adventure creates great interest all

rang I went to my own hammock.

i board the Sama : _
‘;: iszlnfi::: of high goud luck that I remained on shore during
the two days: the ship rolled & pitched so much, that the greater

part of the junior officers were sick. People in genera! are not at
all aware what a lasting misery sea-sickness 1s. Continually one
meets men who having been at sea during their whole life yet are
uncomfortable in every breeze.

17th. Took a farewell stroll with King: the evening was bright &

exceedingly clear; not a breath of air moved the leaves; every
thing was quiet; nothing could be better adapted for fixing in the
mind the last & glorious remembrance of Bahia. If to what Nature
has granted the Brazils, man added his just & proper efforts, of
what a country might the inhabitants boast. But where the
greater parts are in a state of slavery, & where this system is main-
tained by an entire stop to education, the mainspring of human

actions, what can be expected but that the whole would be pol-
luted by its part. |

Iﬁfi. h‘ﬁ’c got under weigh early in morning & eruized about the
}ur ]nf- untill the charts were finished. Against a strong tide we
Slowly stood out of the bay of All Saints & took a lasting farewell

of Bahia. If I have alread :
allowed to judge, my r ':ear Y scen enough of the Tropies to be

ean be more delightful port would be most favourable; nothing

than the climate, &
‘andscape are unparalleled in a colder 70, % beanty thel 28

zone,

over the whole ship.,

March 21st. The greatest event of the day has been catching a fine

young shark with my own hook. Tt certainly does not require much
skill to catch them, yet this no way diminishes the interest. In
this case the hook was bigger than the palm of the hand & the
bait only a bit of salted pork just sufficient to cover the point.
Sharks when they seize their prey turn on their backs; no sooner
was the hook astern, than we saw the silvery belly of the fish &
in a few moments we hauled him on deck.

22nd & 23rd. The wind yet continues very light & contrary; there

is however to my cost a little swell, enough to make me all day
long rather uncomfortable. Occupation is the best cure, & I
always have, when leaving a port, the pleasant one of arranging
the collections.

241h, 25th & Monday 26th. These three days, like the weather, have

passed away with quietness & enjoyment. We are nearly 4 de-
grees from the coast of Brazil & about 2 from the Abrolhos; from
which islands a long shoal extends itself. The Lead has been
regularly cast at every two hours: to day after finding no bottom
at 280 fathoms we suddenly came on the bank with between 30
& 40. We are now steering for the islands,

I find living on board a most excellent time for all sorts of study ;
& 1 cannot imagine why anybody who is not sick should make ob-
jections on that score. There is little to interest one, for instance
since leaving Bahia, the only living things that we have seen were
a few sharks & Mother Carey's chickens, At night in these fine
regions of the Tropies there is one certain & never failing source
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{1A | _
& the constellations 11t the heaven,

. ents it 08 admirng both hemispheres, give the victlur}r
have srflﬂt - however to me an inexpressible
North. the first sight of which

ase mnstel]ntin:nﬁ, i :
hrh?l!:s?:ith such enthusiasm. [ experience a kindred
gser

th, the phosphorescent
_ at the Cross of the South,
feeling when [ look &

2 Crown.
. & the great Southern ,
March 2Tih & 2048

- 1o laid down the soundings on parts

e hnfl;m;;rﬂffih‘:&i::;&:nllidnne by Baron Roussin. The
of th; - Td to an unusual extent: at one cast of the lead th:ere
dr[::-i d:?‘-ﬂ fathoms & in a few minutes only 5. Tl}e scene being
w::j e n;w.tn me. was very interesting. Everything in such a state
gr I‘EPH.I'II.'-'.iﬂTI.T. Qails Ii.‘[]. Shﬂl'tenﬂd & STug. E“Ehﬂ[’ ['Eﬂd}" to let
i'ullli no voice or noise to be heard, excepting the alternate cry of
the leadsmen in the chains. We anchored for t?u: night & next
morning (29th) we altered our place to within 2 I]"Illt'_'.? of the groupe
of Islands. The Abrolhos consist of 5 small rocky islands, which
although uninhabited are not unfrequently visited by fishermen.
Two parties landed directly after breakfast. I commenced an
attack on the rocks & insects & plants: the rest began a more
bloody one on the birds. Of these an enormous number were
slaughtered by sticks, stones & guns; indeed there were more

killed than the boats could hold. We all returned for dinner &
nfte;; that a E‘“ﬂ was given to the midshipmen in order that they

might see the islands. I took the opportunity & had another

ramble on this solitary spot. Whilst ]!n}llfl]ing back to the ship we

saw a turtle; it immediately went down, nothing certainly could

bc: ims:tgined worse for surprising an animal than a boat full of
midshipmen, .

Eﬂiﬂ?ﬂ to fa;,' we have hf.‘:'zﬂ eruizing in sight of the Islands & have
. ert:}::u;.'cd n sounding & taking angles, T have been most
sasantly employed in working at yesterdays produce. We are

now (at night) sailing with a fine b
reeze ab 0.
315, A fine rattling breeze., aft the beam for Rio

Jeasure t0
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to reef top-sails. All turned in to their hammocks again, some
growling, some laughing. The hook was much too easily baited,
for me not to be caught: Sullivan cried out: * Darwin, did you
ever see a Grampus: Bear a hand then". I accordingly rushed
out in a transport of Enthusinsm, & was received by a roar of
laughter from the whole watch.

April 2nd. Arainy, squally morning, very unusual at this time of year

in these Latitudes; being now about 130 miles East of Rio, A large
flock of Mother Carys chickens are hovering about the stern in
same manner as swallows do on a calm summer evening over a
lake. A flying fish fell on the deck this morning; it struck the mast
high up, near the main yard: sticking to the fish was a crab, the
pain of which caused perhaps this unusual degree of action.

8rd. This morning Cape Frio was in sight: it is a memorable spot to

many in the Beagle, as being the scene of the disgraceful wreck
of the Thetis.’® All day we ran along the coast & in the evening
drew near to the harbour of Rio. The whole line is irregularly
mountainous, & interspersed with hills of singular forms. The
opening of the port is recognised by one of these, the well known
Sugar-loaf. As it would be impossible to get a good anchorage or
enjoy the view so late in the evening, the Captain has put the
ship’s head to the wind & we shall, to my great joy, cruize about
for the night. We have seen great quantities of shipping; & what
is quite as interesting, Porpoises, Sharks & Turtles; altogether,
it has been the most idle day I have spent since I left England.
Everybody is full of anxiety about letters & news papers. To-
morrow morning our fates will be decided.

4th. The winds being very light we did not pass under the Sugar

loaf till after dinner: our slow cruize was enlivened by the changing
prospect of the mountains; sometimes enveloped by white clouds,
sometimes brightened by the sun, the wild & stony peaks pre-
sented new scenes. When within the harbor the light was not
good, but like to a good picture this evening’s view prepared the
mind for the morrow’s enjoyment, In most glorious style did the
little Beagle enter the port & lower her sails alongside the Flag
ship. We were hailed that from some trifling disturbances we must
anchor in a particular spot. Whilst the Captain was away with
the commanding officer, we tacked about the harbor & gained
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I8 o which the Beagle was manned &

: i
great eredit from the e cies of opening letters, largely ex-

; the ecsta e

‘1.“?‘-‘“"‘ T;lw-ts ';:aﬁzﬁﬁﬂl‘lh‘ﬁt feclings of the m!n:ld, II “rﬂn:;ﬂ?i not
citing th.{. 0w :ql:bra“':f ﬁfﬂmhﬂiﬂﬂ now grﬂtlht':d, wante I'.m,t
e ﬂmlting 1.tl'“fi‘ln:.w::m:«r of the view to cause my heart to revel with
the real magni

intense joy; but united with these, few could imagine & still fewer
intens ¥

forget the lasting & ImPpressive cﬁﬂ!!.L S
, ' ded with Earl at the Palace steps; we
April 5th. Ii;‘:z :ﬂnﬁ :}::t;mtb! admiring their gay & crowded
i “l:m The p[ang;}f thetownis very regular, thelines, like those
?prfﬁhur.gh, running parallel, & others crossing them at r?ght
angles. The principal streets leading from the squares arc straight
& broard; from the gay colours of the houses, ornamented by
baleonvs, from the numerous Churches & Convents & from the
sumbers hurrying along the streets the city has an appearance
which bespeaks the commercial capital of Southern America. The
morning has been for me very fertile in plans: most probably
I shall make an expedition of some miles into the interior,—& at
Botofogo Earl & myself found a most delightful house which will
afford us most excellent lodgings.

I look forward with the greatest pleasure to spending a few
weeks in this most quiet & most beautiful spot. What can be
imagined more delightful than to watch Nature in its grandest
form in the regions of the Tropics? We returned to Rio in great
spirits & dined at a Table d'Hote, where we met several English
umeers_sen'mg under the Brazilian colours. Earl makes an excel-
lent guide, as he formerly lived some years in the neighbourhead
it 1s calamitous how short & uncertain life is ; g S
to Earl’s enquiries about the number of mislbes
in health & prosperity, the most fre Ee .";ﬂung S ‘T‘hﬁm. = lef;:
& gone”. The deaths are generally tl] hn il He i djEH'
few seem able to resist the tem Y0 e sumbnted %o drmklng.:

ptation, when exhausted by busi-

ness in this hot el . A
Ing spirits. mate, of strongly exciting themselves by drink-
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is nearly intolerable. But the prospect of wild forests tenanted
by beautiful birds, Monkeys & Sloths, & lakes by Cavies & Alli-

gators, will make any Naturalist lick the dust even from the foot
of a Brazilian.

April 7th. 1 finally made the few but necessary arrangements for my

riding excursion to Rio Macae: & in the evening moved some of

my goods & chatels to Botofogo. Earl & King likewise prepared
themselves for residing there.

8th. At 9 o’clock I joined my party at Praia Grande, a village on the

opposite side of the Bay. We were six in number & consisted of
Mr Patrick Lennon, a regular Irishman, who when the Brazils
were first opened to the English, made a large fortune by selling
spectacles, Thermoms. ete. ete. About eight years since he pur-
chased a tract of forest country on the Macae & put an English
agent over it. Communication is so difficult that from that time
to the present he has been unable to obtain any remittances.
After many delays Mr Patrick resolved in person to visit his
estate. It was easily arranged that I should be a companion &
certainly in many respects it has been an excellent opportunity
for seeing the country & its inhabitants. Mr Lennon has resided
in Rio 20 years & was in consequence well qualified to obtain in-
formation—in his disposition very shrewd & intelligent. He was
accompanied by his nephew, a sharp youngster, following the
steps of his Uncle & making money. Thirdly came Mr Laurie, a
well informed clever Scotchman, selfish unprineipled man, by trade
partly Slave-merchant, partly swindler. He brought a friend, a
Mr Gosling, an apprentice to a Druggist. Mr Laurie’s brother
married a handsome Brazilian lady, daughter of a large landed
proprietor, also on the Macae, & this person Mr Laurie was going
[to] visit. A black boy as guide & myself completed the party, &
the wilds of Brazils have seldom seen a more extraordinary &
quixotic set of adventurers.

Our first stage was very interesting; the day was powerfully hot
& as we passed through the woods, everything was still, excepting
the large & brilliant butterflies, which lazily fluttered about. The
view seen when crossing the hills behind Praia Grande is most
sublime & picturesque. The colours were intense & the prevailing
tint a dark blue; the sky & calm waters of the bay vied with each
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, some cultivated country
s aur of all its parts could not

<t which in the grandeur o

we m:::jd ﬂ; f{::hc gleams of sunshine penctrate the entangled

v, “I s i-'-.:;-r:ihh' reminded of the two French Cﬁgm‘?“gs “ftflr

e of Maurice Rugendas & Le Compte de Clavac; m

the Cawines = numbers of lianas & parasitic

' : nfinite

is well represented the infinite nu -
tl;:i:.t the r!:juutrust of the flourishing trees W ith the dead_&,
g:ttr:n trunks. T was at an utter loss how sufficiently to admire

this scene, We arrived by mid-day at It hacaia; this small village
is situated on a plain & round the central hml:v:efx are th:e: huts of
the negroes, These from the regular form & position reminded me
of the drawings of the Hottentot habitations in bnuthetm Africa.
(Thus perhaps do these poor people in the midst of their slavery
call to their minds the home of their fathers. del.) As the moon
would rise early, we determined to start that evening for our
sleeping place at the Lagoa Marica. As it grew dark we passed
under ane of the massive bare & steep hills of granite which are so
common in this country. This spot is notorious as having been for
a long time the residence of some run-away slaves, who by culti-
vating a little ground near the top continued to eke out a sub-
sistence. (At length some soldiers were sent & secured them all
excepting one old woman, who sooner than be again taken, dashed
herself to pieces from the very summit. I suppose in a Roman
matron this waul_d be called noble patriotism, in a negress it is
ﬂﬁ:ﬁ;‘;ﬁ@;;ﬁd.] WeTcm']tin}led riding for some hours;
desert waste of mar:f: - ;:‘ﬂad L oA I passefi through a
it mu;; agoons, The scene by the dimmed light
e ' esolate; a few fire-flies flitted by us & the

solitary snipe as it rose uttered its plaintive ery: & :
sullen roar of the P 3 2 ¥: the distant &
carcely broke the stillness of the might, We

arnved at last at th i :
straw mats, atthe Venda, & were very glad to lie down on the

other in splendour. After passing througl
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parasitical plants, amongst which the beauty & delicious fragrance
of some of the Orchidese were most to be admired. As the sun rose,
the day became very hot, & the reflection of the light & heat from
the white sand was very distressing to the eye. The thermometer
in my pocket stood at 96°. Dined at Mandetiba : therm. in shade
84°, The beautiful view quite refreshed us; the distant wooded
hills were seen over & reflected in the perfectly calm water of an
extensive lagoon. Asthe Venda here was a very good one, & I have
the pleasant but rare remembrance of an excellent dinner, I will
be grateful & describe it as the type of its class. These houses are
often large, & are built of thick upright posts, with boughs inter-
woven, which are afterwards plastered. They seldom have floors,
& never glazed windows, but are generally pretty well roofed.
Universally the front part is open, forming a kind of verandah;
in which are placed tables & benches. On each side are the bed
rooms where the passenger may sleep, as comfortably as he is
able, on wooden platforms, covered by a thin straw mat. The
Venda stands in a court, where the horses are fed. On first arrival
we unsaddle our horses & give them their Indian corn. Then with
a low bow ask the Signor to do us the favor to give us something
to eat. “ Anything you choose, Sir” is his answer. For the few
first times vainly I thanked providence for guiding us to so good
a man. The conversation proceeding, the case usually became de-
plorable: ““Any fish can you do us the favor of giving?”. “Oh no
Sir.”” “Any soup.” “NoSir."” *Any bread.” **Ohno Sir.” “Any
dried meat.” “Oh no Sir.” If we were lucky, by waiting 2 hours
we obtained fowls, rice & farinha. It not unfrequently happens
that the guest is obliged to kill with stones the poultry for his own
dinner. When really exhausted with fatigue & hunger, we timor-
ously hinted we should be glad of our meal. The pompous, &
though true, most unsatisfactory answer was given, “it will be
ready when it is ready”. If we had dared to remonstrate any
further, we should have been told to proceed on our journey, as
being too impertinent. Their charges are, however, exceedingly
moderate, but they will, if they are able, cheat. The hosts are
most ungracious & disagreeable in their manners: their houses &
their persons are often filthily dirty. The want of the common
aceomodation of forks, knives, spoons is even common. I am
quite sure no cottage, no hut in England could be found in a state
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53 | f chat we Euﬁ'gidl;‘l' l:ﬂmfﬂrtS._ Jit CMHPG!]
tute of 3 1y having rice & fowls, biscuit & wine
Novos, we fared sunlph&nuah:: the evening, & with it for breakfast
| Tk wh {Lrt;;:-; & this only cost 2s. 6d. per hfi'ﬂd* Yet
fish: good food for the [I::rdhif he knew anything of & whip which
:  Jost, gruffly answered, * How should I know?
R Pm: tafe care of it.—1 suppose the dogs h&vf.: eat1t™,
why d:q }Uzlnﬂduﬁbﬂm we continued to pass thmugh an intricate
Leaving :::‘kﬁ_ . some of which were { resh, in others salt
“'ﬂdrm.;}l:l We 1;.£ last entered the forest; the trees were very
;:;?::r.; wlu;t was always to be remarked in them was tl*fe white-
ness of the boles, this at a distance add:s much to their ;:"'i[e{-,E,.
I see by my note book, *“ wonderful, beautiful flowering parasites
__invariably this strikes me as the most novel object in a Tropieal
forest. On the road we passed through tracks ﬂf: pa.stum.ge, much
injured by the enormous conical ants’ nests, which in height were
about 12 feet. They give to the plain exactly the appcaram:le of
the mud voleanoes at Jorullo, figured by Humboldt. We arrived
after it was dark at Ingetado: having been 10 hours on horseback.,
I never ceased to wonder, from the beginning to the end of the
journey, at the amount of labor which these horses are capable
of enduning: I presume it 1s from being in a country more con-
genial to their original nature ; & from the same cause they seem far
better than English horses to recover [from] injuries or wounds.

A j.'.'f‘ljf 10th, We all started before it was light in high spirits; but 15
miles of heavy sand before we got our breakfast at Addea de St
Pedruh nearly destroyed the whole chivalrous party. After another
long ride we arrived at our sleeping place, Campos Novos, It wasa
very pleasant cool evening. Thermom. on the turf 74°: T went out
collecting & found some fresh water shells.

11th. Passed through severa] | ~ :
with a little shjvg cral leagues of a thick wood. I felt unwell,

_ _Ering & sickness: crossed the Barra de St Jaoa In

f tanoe, swimming alongside our horses: could eat nothing at one
11 was able to procure anything.
t miserably faint & exhausted;
Matty, 5 - oud have fallen off my horse, Slept at the
» “Tiles S, of the entrance of the Rio Macae into

the sea, AQ] n;
night felt very unwell; i did not require much

imagination to paint the horrors of illness in a foreign country,
without being able to speak one word or obtain any medical aid.

April 12th., The next morning, I nearly cured myself by eating ein-

namon & drinking port wine; gladly in the evening did I arrive at
Soctgo, the house of Senhor Figuireda, the elder Mr Laurie’s father
in law,

18th. Felt much better & able throughily to enjoy our day's rest

here, In this case the Fazenda consists of a piece of cleared
ground, eut out of the almost boundless forest. On this are culti-
vated the various products of the country. Coffee is the most
profitable: the brother of our host has 100,000 trees, producing
on an average 2 lb. per tree, many however singly will bear 8 lb.
or even more, Mandioca (or cassada) is likewise cultivated in
great quantity: every part is useful: the leaves & stalks are eaten
by the horses; the roots, ground into pulp, pressed dry, & then
baken makes the farinha; by far the most import[ant] article of
subsistence in the Brazils. From this is prepared the Tapioka of
commerce. It may be mentioned as a curious though well known
fact, that the expressed juice is a most deadly poison; a few years
ago at this Fazenda a Cow died from drinking some of it. Feijda
or beans are much cultivated & form a most excellent vegetable:
one bag bringing sometimes 80, Sugar Cane is also grown, & rice
in the swampy parts. Signor Fig. planted three bags & they pro-
duced 820.

The house was simple & comfortable, & formed like an English
barn: it was well floored, & thatehed with reeds. The windows
merely had shutters. Interiorly it was divided into rooms by
partitions, which did not reach the roof. At one end was a sitting
room of the whole breadth: the gilded chairs & sofas were oddly
contrasted by the whitewashed walls. Beyond this was a longi-
tudinal division, one side of which was the dining room, on the
other, 4 bedrooms belonging to the family. Separated from this
building only by a few inches was another long shed, the adjoining
end formed the kitchen: the other, large storehouses & granaries.
These formed one line; on the other side of a cleared space where
coffee was drying, were the bedrooms for guests, stables & working
shops for the blacks, who had been taught different trades.
Surrounding these were the huts of about 110 negroes, whom

BD 4
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ive to keep in perfect
: pager contrive to

Senhor & one white mal as ﬂ,mﬂﬂtﬂﬁ; foot of which a brook runs,
‘ ’41.;1 d. & was bounded by an horizon
rated growt abounded in cattle, goats,
Bananas flourished
. . are so full of game, tha‘t they
almost spontan€oisny= = each of the three days previous to
had hunted ¢ sty od shows itself at the dinners,

ival, This srofusion of fo | ;

our ET:t:ﬂ tables Ein not groan, the guests surel ) do. EtIml'i pers]un
:Whm] ted to eat of every dish: one day, having, as thought,
IS eX \

nicely calculated so that nothing sht:.ﬂtld gv H‘WEE" 'untaﬂhichd;ifnsl}:
utt:; dismay a roast turkey & a P1& appeare 1111 E]‘ B
stantinl reality, During the meals, it was the LmEiﬂ}k FH
man to drive out sundry old hmmjis & dﬂz.ens. of &{1 C En
which together at every opportunity crawled in. As long as the
idea of slavery could be banished, there was sumethln_g u_exceed+
mgly faccinating in this simple & patriarchal style of living. It
was such a [JEl'fE'f.'t retirement & independence [from| the rest {?f
the world. As soon as any stranger is seen arriving, a large l:_}Ell is
set tolling & generally some small cannon are fired; thus 1t 1s an-
nounced to the rocks & woods & to no one else. One morning
I walked out before daylight to admire the solemn stillness; when
it was broken by the morning hymn raised on high by the whole
body of the blacks; in this manner do they generally begin their
daily work. In such Fazendas as these I have no doubt the slaves
pass contented & happy lives. Signor Manocel Joaquem da
Figuireda is a man of an intelligent & enterprising character.
Some of the roads through his estate were cut in a European
fashion; in a year's time he believes he shall [be] able to shorten
the l:ﬂad to Campos (a large city) so that instead of two days’ ride
A e g the rose wood. This cut into thick

lﬂ;::;nkslis i;nzz!,?d down to Mﬂ_ﬂﬂ.& If many were to imitate the
o HrEzE]? 1s man, what a difference g fow years would produce

April 14th. Started at midday

passed tl‘l!ﬂugh a vast exte
beautiful birds, T o

for Mr Lennon's estate; the road

of forest: on the road w
- e saw many
oucans & Bee-eaters. We slept at a Fazenda 2
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league from our journey's end; the agent received us hospitably
& was the only Brazilian I have seen with a good expression: the
slaves appeared miserably overworked & badly clothed. Long
after it was dark they were employed. The common method of
maintaining the slave, as at Senhor Figuireda, is to give them two
days, Saturday & Sunday, the produce of which is suflicient to
support them & their families for the ensuing five.

April15th. We were obliged to havea black man to clear the way with

a sword; the woods in this neighbourhead contain several forms
of vegetation which I had not before seen; some species of most
elegant tree ferns; a grass like the Papyrus; & the Bamboo, the
circumference of the stems were 12 inches. I was rather dis-
appointed in them, & can hardly believe they were good specimens.
On arriving at the estate, there was a most violent & disagreeable
quarrell between Mr Lennon & his agent, which quite prevented
us from wishing to remain there. This Fazenda is the most interior
piece of cleared ground, until you pass the mountains; its length
15 2 & a 1 miles, Mr Lennon is not sure how many broard: it may
be guessed what a state the country must be in when I believe

every furlong of this might be cultivated. In the evening it rained

very hard, I suffered from the cold, although the thermometer was

75°. During Mr Lennon’s quarrell with his agent, he threatened

to sell at the public auction an illegitimate mulatto child to whom

Mr Cowper was much attached: also he nearly put into execution

talkang all the women & children from their husbands & selling

them separately at the market at Rio. Can two more horrible &

flagrant instances be imagined? & yet I will pledge myself that in

humanity & good feeling Mr Lennon is above the common run of

men. How strange & inexplicable is the effect of habit & interest.

Against such facts how weak are the arguments of those who
maintain that slavery is a tolerable evil |

16th. Started early in the morning to Senhor Manuel at Socégo,

whom it was agreed upon should be arbitrator. Again I enjoyed
the never failing delight of riding through the forests.

17th & 18th. These two days were spent at Socégo, & was the most

enjoyable part of the whole expedition; the greater part of them
was spent in the woods, & I succeeded in collecting many insects

& reptiles. The woods are so thick & matted that I found it quite
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th. The greater number of trees, although
. from 8 to 4 feet in circumference,

ter size. Senhop
: 1 with others of a much grea
e 1r%tt'l"-‘-}£“f‘~“f‘: canoe 70 feet long, & on the ground was
Manuel wu;ﬂt -mgt hat there was 110 feet of straight solid trunk,
left 40 more feet, |

Th trast of the Palms amongst other trees never fails to give
¢ con

: - the forests here are
: truly tropical appearance :
the scene a mi:ue Sy nlx:laat elegant, the Cabbage Palm; with a

dsit may be clasped, 1t wayes

| leave the pa
impossible to
<o lofty, are not more than

ornamented b .
stem so narrow, that with the two han

- head from 80 to 50 feet above the ground. The
:,:n“;:::tfl;in;twhjch the leaves spring, affords & most excellent
vegetable, The woody creepers, themselves covered b}f creepers,
are of great thickness, varying from 1 to nearly 2 f:EEt in circurmnm-
ference. Many of the older trees present a most curious spectacle,
being cumel with tresses of a liana, which much resembles
hundles of hay. If the eye is turned from the world of foliage
above, to the ]_grnuni it is attracted by the extreme elegance of
the leaves of numberless species of ferns & mimosas.* Thus it is
easy to specify individual objects of admiration; but it is nearly
umpossible to give an adequate idea of the higher feelings which
are excited: wonder, astonishment & sublime devotion, fill &
elevate the mind.

April 10th. Left Soeégo, crossed the Rio Macae & slept at the Venda

de Matto: in the evening walked on the beach & enjoyed the sight
of a lngh & violent surf,

20th. Returned by the old route to Campos Novos; the ride was
very tiresome, passing over a heavy & scorching sand.t Whilst
E“':nmmmnl . g t:;]u: horses over the St Joao, we had some danger &
Hliculty; the animals became exh ro drun
Mulattos in the hoat. et o

21st, Started at day-break, & proceeded for some leagues on the

i?:? by the 1 hen tumned off, being determined to reach the
his nephew .1521 it Dm.' party was reduced to Mr Lennon,
myself. We arrived in the evening, almost without

having rested our hors .
much more cultivated:aﬁ’i‘i?: EF.EIE Rio Combrata. The country was

able; we wepe obliged to sleepeudﬂ was beyond anything miser-
. Eﬂm“"‘luﬁngunr.ﬁmm_ [

“DJ 1 Chirping sand. [C.D]
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April 22nd.  As usual started sometime before daylight & proceeded

to Madre de Dios, where we breakfasted; had it not been for the
torrents of rain this would have been a very interesting ride; the
country is richly cultivated, the Sugar Cane being the chief pro-
duce. The woods contained numbers of beautiful birds; the hedges
were decorated by several species of passion flowers. Madre de
Dios, like all the villages, is extremely foreign looking & picturesque.
The houses are low & painted with gay colours; the tops of the
windows & doors being arched takes away the stiff effect so uni-
versal in an English town. One or two handsome Churches in the
centre of the village completes the picture. It continued to rain
& we started for our sleeping place, Fregueria de Tabarai. This in-
terior road is the best I have seen, but it is much inferior to the
worst turnpike road. I do not think a gig could travel on it. Yet
this is one of the principal passes in the Brazils. We met a good
many people on horseback. The only vehicle is a most rude eart
with almost solid wheels, it is drawn by eight oxen yoked together:
as it moves it makes a most extraordinary creeking noise. We did
not pass over one stone bridge: where any exist, they are made of
logs of wood ; they were sometimes in so bad a state that we were
obliged to leave the road to avoid them. The distances are in-
accurately known; no two people at all agreeing in their accounts.
Instead of milestones, the roadside is often marked by crosses,
to signify where human blood has been spilled. The evening was
so cold, that T fairly trembled with it, yet the thermometer
was 624°.

28rd. The number of pretty & gay houses showed our approach to

the city. During the day we passed through a wood of Acacias,

the finely pinnate foliage makes for the sky a most delicate veil,
& casts on the ground a pleasing kind of shade; from the softness

of the leaves, no rustling is heard when a breeze moves them.
We arrived in the evening at Praia Grande, where owing to having
lost our pass ports, we were plagued to prove that our horses were

not stolen.

24th. To my joy I at last gained the Beagle. I found a day’s rest so

delightful, that I determined idly to remain on board. During my
absence several political changes have taken place in our little
world. Mr Maccormick has been invalided, & goes to England by
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e will be moved into the Beagle
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~shire by his
the Tyne. Mr Derbyshire DY
service. In his place Mr Johnston

o e Beagle to Botofogo. Whilst

Apﬁwrm. M:r:f}:i:}:?:;ﬁﬁr:? ::::::tl smalf:scale, sufficient, how-
:.T:.t:l!;g} :!Ent some of the horrors of shipwreck. Two or three AEavy
ﬁms;wmnpi‘d the boat, & before my ﬂfﬁight.ﬂ A el Honting
books. instruments & gun cases & everything which was most
eful to me. Nothing was lost & nothing completely spoiled, but
most of them injured.

26th. Employed all day in restoring the effects of yesterday’s
disaster.

a7th. In the morning arranged my collections from the Interior, &
after dinner went with the Captain to Mr Aston, the English
minister. The evening passed away very pleasantly, & from the
ahsence of all form, almost resembled a Cambridge party. The
Captain has informed me of the important fact that the Beagle
will return to Bahia for a few days. There has been a long dispute
about the longitude of Rio, & everybody thought that when that
was settled the whole coast of S. America would likewise be so.
To the Captain’s astonishment he finds there is a difference be-
tween Bahia & Rio; that is, one side is right at the former place,
th.u nfdmr at the latter. Itisin order to verify this, that the second
trip is undertaken. I have made up my mind quietly to remain
here & be picked up on the Beagle's return.

28th. Breakfasted on bo r .
s e Admiml‘:i’ir&T?g ;h:s gﬂe;;:F went to a pleasant

20th. Delightfully quiet day,
during the Macae excursion.

30th. Dined with Mr Aston.

May 1st. Worked at
i a host . - :
ditch abounds. offresh water animals with which every

2nd, Walked to Rio- the

avay i shopping, whole day has been disagreeably frittered
8rd. Went on board

: the Warspi ;

inspected by the Admira]. Tyresr .. . 0¢ Of battle ship, to see her

?fdlmi]wa:a:n 2:1 of the Erandest sights I ever
the yards were manned by

employed in writing up my journal

witnessed. When th
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about 400 seamen; from the regularity of their movements, &
from their white dresses, the men really looked more like a flock
nf.wild fowl than anything else. When a ship is inspected, every-
thing is done precisely the same as if she was engaged with an
enemy; & although on paper it may sound like child’s play, in the
reality 1t was most animating. One almost wished for an enemy,
when the aweful words were shouted to the great batteries below,
“Clear for Action”, After having m@neuvered the enormous guns
& proved how well & easily it was done, “ Fire in the Cock-pit™
rung through the decks: in perfect order, the guns yet working,
the pumps were rigged, the fire engines brought into play, & all
the firemen with their buckets. The action beecame hotter, (nobody
knew what was coming). The Admiral sung out “a Raking shot
has cut our fore-shrouds”. *Captain Talbot ware ship: cut away
the mizen mast.” In an instant men with their axes sprung to
their places: & then it was truly wonderful, how soon the store
rooms were opened & vast ropes brought to support the tottering
fore mast. The Admiral was determined to puzzle them: during
all this bustle he ordered a broardside, & shouted *The main
shrouds & fore stay are gone”. In short in a few minutes all our
principal ropes were cut through & joined.

Perhaps however the most glorious thing was when the Bugle
gave the signal for the Boarders; the very ship trembled at so
dense a body rushing along with their drawn cutlasses. The ap-
palling shout, with which the English seamen executes the most
dangerous service he is ever called upon to perform, was the only
thing that was absent.

In the evening dined with the Admiral & afterwards enjoyed
the calmer pleasure of reading letters from Shropshire.

May Ath. Worked away at my usual employments, & filled up the

cracks in the time by building castles in the air about the * pomp
& circumstance of war”.

sth & 6th. These days have quictly glided away; there have been

torrents of rain, & the fields are quite soaked with water; if I had
wished to walk it would have been very disagreeable, but as it is,
1 find one hour’s collecting keeps me in full employment for the
rest of the day. The naturalist in England, in his walks, enjoys
a great advantage over others in frequently meeting with some-
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60 here he suffers a pleasant nuisance in

i . tio6; _ ‘ _ .

Llunge':mrt:;]::::_l:ll a hundred yards without being fairly tied
in

?: ihc s;fnt hy some new & wondrous creature.

‘ : there; in the evening
-k Went on board & spent the day
‘H:ﬂ:‘;‘:};l “1:;: ST ﬁ:“_ th_ing‘i “'hiﬂh I “rﬂntcd I}["‘fﬂrﬂ' tl‘lﬂ dE]J[lItll]"E

of the Beagle. | ' ‘
8th. Torrents of rain. I am at present chiefly collecting spiders. In

the course of & few hours -26 [inches] rain fell.

ath. Went out collecting & took the direction of the Botanic
Garden: I soon came to one of the salt water lakes or bays, by
which the surrounding country is often penetrated. Many of the
views were exceedingly beautiful; yet in tropical scenery, the en-
tire newness, & therefore absence of all associations, which in my
own case (& I believe in others) are unconseciously much more
frequent than I ever thought, requires the mind to be wrought to
a high pitch, & then assuredly no delight can be greater; other-
wise your reason tells you it is beautiful but the feelings do not
correspond. I often ask myself, why can I not calmly enjoy this;
I might answer myself by also asking, what is there that can bring
the delightful ltl!.‘iil,.i of rural quiet & retirement, what that can ecall
back the recollection of Ehl]dh_fJGE] & times past, where all that was
rlnpit:u.sant L_a._furg_ntte[}: untill ideas, in their effects similar to
njim, are raised, in vain may we look amidst the glories of this
Tft':"t new world for quiet contemplation,
e Eﬂptrﬂln called in the evening & says the Beagle sails to-
morrow. W\ ¢ also todav Ilﬁﬂ]‘d the bﬂ.f] n
Ry aa) ews that three of the
PAFLY, Who went up in the Cutter to M ) : :
are tak : e 0 Macucu for snipe shooting,
aken sertously ill with Fevers, There |
. + LNEre Is reason to fear that

e i
; f:f? u;m;;z-egmnmg to feel the bad effects of their excursion.
i occurred 4 days after the arrival of the part

n the 2nd. A boat ] ey

ed in joining it; my
Four of ns belonging
who is unwell & suffers
nt of Marines, who is re-

| Fitegi 2381
¥ dircetion except heighe o0 Vho daily in-
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May 11th, 12th & Sunday 18th. These four days I have been almost
laid up by an inflammation in my arm. Any small prick is very apt
to become in this country a painful boil, Earl continues very ill &
i1s in bed. This is the winter season; a great deal of rain falls, but
chiefly by night; in other respects the weather is most delightful
& cool. The temperature in a room generally varies from 70" to 757,

14th. My arm is nearly well. I took the opportunity of paying
several calls; that most empty yet burdensome form of civility.

15th. Went out collecting & had a most delightful walk. It is now
full moon. I do not know whether the elear outline of the view
seen by night is most admirable, or when lighted up by the
gorgeous colours of a tropical sun.

16th. Examined the rich produce of yesterday’s collecting. Earl is
considerably better.

17th. Heavy rain; in the course of the day 1:6 inches fell: as the
storm passed over the Corcovado, the sound produced by the
drops pattering on the countless number of leaves was very
singular. It might be heard for a quarter of a mile. I jumped up
to see what it was; for it sounded like the rushing of a large body
of water.

18th & 19th. These days have glided away very pleasantly, but with
nothing particular to mark their passage. What will not habit do?
I find my eye wanders idly from the Orange to the Banana & from
it to the Cocoa Nut; whilst I take no more notice than if they
were laurel or apple trees. Itis very amusing to hear people com-
plaining of the extreme cold. The depth of winter, however, brings
not with it its usual & solitary silence. In the evening various
species of frogs make an almost musical concert; this, as the night
advances, is taken up in a higher key by a multitude of Cieadas
& Crickets.

Sunday 20th. Mr Derbyshire, who after leaving the Beagle has re-
mained in the city, paid us a visit. In the evening Earl, (who is
nearly well) & we two walked round the Botofogo bay.

21st. Took a long scramble through the woods; the bottom is so
thickly strewed over with dry sticks & leaves, that in walking one
makes as much noise as a large quadruped would; this is very dis-
agreeable, as it puts all birds & animals to flight, & likewise
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e W AT harm of thes
.+« which is the principal ¢ o
destroys that -:E]::;::::ﬂ been the fourth attempt to reach the
forests. This mn nere band of wood ; each time I followed a track
se by crossing en. but as soon as that ended I was utterly

ﬂpd;j.:l:{h:i:h:thinkﬂs from proceeding even five yards f-'flrther,
#:L:ight there has been a good deal of lightning, & the air very

cultry, Therm. 75°. As far as I am able to judge, 1t wmlﬂd seem
that in hot countries, the effect produced on the bﬂn:_l:f increases
in a greater ratio than the temperature; thﬂ-.tl Is to say, if at present
the thermometer was to rise to 85° the debilitating effects would
be more than double, than if it was at 80°,

May 22nd. This has been my alternate day of rest, whilst working
at the yesterday's collecting. I give up the evenings to reading &
writing; in the latter, the number of friends to whom I am in debt
keeps me in full employment. Ihave justfinished Anson’s voyage;
my pleasure in reading such works is at least trebled by expecting
to see some of the described places & in knowing a little about
the sea.

23rd. Collected numerous animals on the sandy plain, which skirts
the sea at the back of the Sugar loaf. The ground here being
cleared of Cactuses & bushes is for many acres planted with Pine-
apples. They are cultivated in straight rows, & at a considerable
distance apart. Thus does this fruit, nursed with so much care in
England, here oceupy land which for all other purposes is entirely
ith“ﬂ"- & unproductive. The number of oranges which the trees in

¢ orchards here bear, is quite astonishing, I saw one to day,

y €S wiich the . .
the burthen of the remaining fru?:.ghs were almost cracking with

24th. Remained at home,

to procure some things which T wanted, &
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most clegant of all vegetable forms, the tree fern; they were not
of a large size, but in the vividness of the green, lightness of the
foliage, & in the beautiful curve of head, they were most classie-
ally admirable. We soon gained the peak & beheld that view,
which perhaps excepting those in Europe, is the most celebrated
in the world. If we rank scenery according to the astonishment
it produces, this most assuredly occupies the highest place, but
if, as is more true, according to the picturesque effect, it falls far
short of many in the neighbourhead. Everybody has remarked
that a landscape seen from an eminence loses much of its beauty,
& although here the two elements are largely present, which per-
haps are least injurious from this cause, viz. an extent of forest
land & of open sea, yet the observation holds good. The Corcovado
is about 2,000 feet high, one side of it for nearly 1,000 is so preci-
pitous, that it might be plumbed with a lead. At the foot there is
a large wood; nothing pleased me so much as the beautiful ap-
pearance this presented, when seen so nearly vertically. It would
lead one to suppose that the view from a balloon would be ex-
ceedingly striking, Some years ago a poor insane young woman
threw herself from this summit; in few places could a more horrible
lover’s leap be found. Our present host, Mr Bolga, was one of the
first who found the corps dashed into pieces amongst the trees &
rocks.

May 26th. During to day & yesterday there has been a strong breeze

from the S.W.; the amount of evaporation which a current of air
produces in these countries is very great & in consequence the
comparative state of dryness of the road has been today very re-
markable. After dinner I walked to the Bay & had a good view
of the Organ mountains. I was much struck by the justness of
one of Humboldt’s observations, that hills in a tropical country
seen from a distance are of a uniform blue tint, but that econtrary
to what generally is the case the outline is defined with the
clearest edge. Few things give me so much pleasure as reading
the Personal Narrative; I know not the reason why a thought
which has passed through the mind, when we see it embodied in
words, immediately assumes a more substantial & true air. In the
same manner as, when we meet in dramatick writings a character
which we have known in life, it never fails to give pleasure.
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May 80th. Again ascended with Derbyshire the Corcovado & took
with me the Mountain Barometer, I makeittobe2,225% abovelevel
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: ¢ this 3 t be give
1 the Botanic Garden; this name mus given
ke Walked £ hananything else; for it really is solely a place
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maore out of courtesy t

of amusement. The chief & great interest it possesses, Is the culti-

vation of many plants which arenotorious from thelrutitity. There
are some acres covered with the Tea tree. 1 t‘e.lt quite disappointed
st sceing an insignificant hittle bush with \j‘h:ltﬂ ﬂﬂ‘ﬁ‘_""»‘fﬁ & planted
in straight rows. Some leaves being put into boiling water, the
infusion scarcely possessed the proper tea flavour. There were
trees of Camphor, Sago, Cinnamon, Cloves & Pepper, the leayes
of all, especially the Cloves & Cinnamon, had a delightful aro-
matick taste & smell. The Bread-fruit was growing in great
luxuriance; the leaves from their great size & deep divisions were
uncommonly handsome. Oh for the time, when I shall see it in its
native Pacific isles. The Mango & Jack-fruit were likewise here:
I did not before know their names. The landscape about Bahia
takes its character from these two most beautiful trees; as for the
Mango I had no idea any tree could cast so black a shadow. They
both bear to the evergreen vegetation of the Tropics the same
ratio which laurels do to our English trees. In this zone these
three Ia!:ter, together with the Banana, Orange, Cabbage Palm &
EE}?:E: ;f :I-I:J'Jids h-efm;fl! others (with the exception per-
mo ; ome firs) 1n the beauty of their appearance;
» e same time how remarkably they contribute to the sub-
":‘hi’&nfﬁ tnif mankind: & in this double respect how far do they
" puss those of Europe. The Tropics appear the natural birth-

place of the human race: byt the mind, like many of its fruits,

seems m a foreign clime to reach its greatest perfection

28th. Visited the shore behind the

numbers of insects, The situatiﬂsugﬂr 0l & again obtained vast

i . n being much the same

the clegunt Copo 2 nsects were closely allied. As T i

. ele runnip - : :

s charms rose vividly hefuregrl?:' ;11;:133“'315, Henmoyth piiE

=8th. Cloudy : .
grevish day. W

Englund; without hﬂw}r something like an Autumnal one in

!iﬁlldl note thy . f':"El' ltS Sl}uthing Lﬁﬂtn
1n procur; his Tﬂﬂmlnglﬂtﬂ the city & h.;:ld th ess, T Wﬂ,}]tgd to
15 2aybody to take it. All whs € greatest difficulty

is, amongst other thi =
untry, things, is

of the sea. During the time we were on the summit we were either
in a cloud or rain. Whilst passing through the woods I observed
the same fact which I have mentioned about the interior forests,
viz. the smallness of the trunks of the trees. Very few reached
(I believe not more than 8 or 4) seven feet in circumference: &
only one 9 feet 7 inches. The Corcovado is notorious for Maroon
or run-away slaves; the last time we ascended, we met three most
villanous looking ruffians, armed up to the teeth; they were
Maticans or slave-hunters, & receive so much for every man dead
or alive whom they may take. In the former case they only bring
down the ears. A slave, who has since voluntarily delivered him-
self up, ran away from Mr Lenhon’s estate on the Macae & lived
in a cave for two years & a half. So easy is it in these countries
for a man to support himself. Amongst other things which the
anti-abolitionists say, it is asserted that the freed slaves would not
work. I repeatedly hear of run-away ones having the boldness of
working for wages in the neighbourhead of their masters. If they
will thus work when there is danger, surely they likewise would
when that was removed. Again the blacks who have been seized
by British men of war, are hired out to different tradesmen for
seven years, by which time it issupposed they could support them-
selves. I have heard many instances from the masters, that they
claim their freedom before the expiration of the time & set up for
themselves. What will not interest or blind prejudice assert, when
defending its unjust power or opinion?

81st. Staid at home; the evenings now soon close in; whilst I am

lamenting the northern progress of the sun, everybody in England
is rejoiced at it: as yet I am no ways accustomed to this reversed

order of things. It sounds very good to hear of fruits only ripening
at Christmas.

June 1st. Took a long ride, in order to geologize some of the sur-

rounding hills. After passing for some time through lanes shaded
by hedges of Mimosas, I turned off into a track into the forest.
The woods even at this short distance from the city are as quiet
& unfrequented as if a civilized man had never entered them, The

* Real height 2,830. [C.D.]
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| t I ﬂ“jﬂ}l'ﬂd
il height of 5 or 600 fee .
e thtficL I%IH.}’ be met with on every side

At this elevation the Iaudss:npc has ﬂ‘ttmﬂftrl dl‘ts mnsi':
uf' w5t ti [ do not know what cplthet such scenery ; eserves:
bnllm_ﬂl h'nL ch too tame; eVery form, every colour is such 'u
beautiful Eﬂulmm ration of what one has ever beheld I?Efﬂre. If it
mmp;:l;inmmd it is like one of the gayest scencs in the Opera
may . .

Hu:-:.lse or Theatre.

and. Collected in the nr:ighbuu:head of the house: 1 trus_.t there
is a change in the weather: the Hygrometer shﬂwe:d thtf:qmr to be
twice as dry in the middle of the day asin the morning. I'here was
a good example of what Humboldt says of ** th-:_: thin vapour, w}?mh
without changing the transparency of the air, renders its tints
more harmonious, softens the effects™ &e. &e. In one of these
davs when there is such a profusion of light, the consequent
dark shadows are well opposed to the general brightness of the
view,

Sunday 8rd. Staid quietly at home, & in the evening walked to the
Lagoons. Called on a Mr Roberts, one of the endless nondescript
characters of which the Brazils are full: broken down agents to
speculation companies ; officers who have served under more flags
than one &c. &e. to all of whom I am charitable enough to attri-
bute some little peccadillo or another.

4th2 Got up at 4 o’clock to go out hunting: the person who keeps
the hounds is a priest & dean: the pack only consists of five dogs,
their names, Trumpeta, Mimosa, Clariena, Dorena & Champaigna;
the huntsman is a black man & performed the other offices of body
servant & Clerk. The padre is 2 very rich man & a great favourite
of the last queen’s; we got to his country house at 5 o’clock &
f,?;;ﬂd _*n'lthhtium another brother priest, It was very curious to see
whc:-leufi‘:?- rl:] l:;lfner such men could live in; one sort of shed
st whg;:; lar: dl;ntﬂ & themselves appeared to live together;
o e place dirty & out of order. At about seven we arrived
nung ground, & put up the horses at a small farm house

o : :
Situated in the middle of the woods. The hunting consists in all

the dogs bein A
, g turned into TR
Its own game. The hunt the forest & cach separately pursues

£TS = .
places most likely for t ‘?ﬂ'h guns station themselves in the

th wound up the hill: &
upf'n: of those splendid VIEWS, W

June
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(like guinea pigs) to pass by. And in the intervals they shoot
parrots & Toucans &ec. I soon found this very stupid & began to
hunt my own peculiar game. The wood contained by far the largest
trees I have yet seen; the average I should think was double of
what I have before seen, being about 6 feet in circumference, of
course as before there are many larger & smaller trees. Perhaps
in consequence of the greater size this one was much less im-
penetrable than the generality & might easily be traversed in all
directions, The eldest son of the farmer accompanied us & was a
good specimen of the country Brazilian youths. His dress con-
sisted of a tattered shirt, pair of trowsers, & wooden slippers (in
keeping on which he showed most singular dexterity) & no hat &
long hair, He carried with him an old fashioned gun & an
enormous knife. They use the latter for killing animals & as they
walk along incessantly continue cutting the branches so as to im-
prove old & make new paths. This practice is universal, & in con-
sequence of the habit of carrying the knife, many murders take
place. It is not at all necessary for them to approach the person
as they can throw the knife to a great distance with force &
precision, The day before this young man had shot 2 large bearded
monkeys & had left another dead in the tree: these monkeys have
prehensile tails, which when dead by the very tip will support the
whole weight of the animal. He took with him a mulatto with an
axe & to my surprise proceeded in order to get the monkey, to cut
down an enormous tree; they soon effected this & as it fell with an
awful crash it tore up the earth & broke other trees & itself. We
joined our party, whom we found shooting beautiful little green
parrots; the young Brazilian soon signalized himself by his hawk’s
eye & steady hand. We then eat our dinner & drank wine in the
true Don Quixote fashion out of a bag of goat's skin. After a score
of profound bows & with our hands to our hearts, repeating
“Monte, Monte, obligado™, we took leave of the two hospitable
& intelligent padres & proceeded home. I found on my table a
letter from Shrewsbury dated March 12th,

I also found King, who had arrived late the evening before in
the Beagle. He brought the calamitous news of the death of three
of our ship-mates, They were the three of the Macael party who
were ill with fever, when the Beagle sailed from Rio. 1st, Morgan,
an extraordinary powerful man & excellent seaman; he was a very
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formed some curious feats; he put ntwh-:;lle

’ . "

ce to flight, who had molested the par }‘,;, o

party & e - to the sea at St Jago; & formerly he

- qction against the

Rlack Joke ond. Boy Jones, one of the most promis-
ac 2nd, 130)

' <ed but the day before his

hip & had been promi pefores
. ' hiiin PThcs.c. were the only tWwo of the sailors who
e e Ot ked for their excellence. And lastly,

o with the Cutter, & pi€ e i :
‘WLI“:_ lti?ll-.:]- Musters: who three days before his llness heandiosll
poar little MUSEEE L

Mother's death. Morgan was taken ill 4 da}r:;‘after ‘E'Erl.v ?g ;ﬂ
hoard & di -7 the Abrolhos, where he was lowered 1nto the
hu” dwd ) Sunday—for several days he was violently
m}ﬂ'[m: il;::;[;n?:mtu‘ie party. Boy Jones died two days:after
:;r ?::;uﬂ ;t Rahia. & Musters two days after that. The:,rhv{)ere‘ b;’fh
for a lcr_ng time insensible or nearl;.r S0, Thc],_f were both buried 1n
the English burial ground at Bahia; where in the lonely spot are
also two other midshipmen. The other five of the party Were all
slightly attacked; none of them for more than a day or two.
Macact: has been latterly especially notorious for fevers: how
mvsterious & how terrible is their power. It is remarkable that in
almost every case, the fever appears to come on several days after
returning into the pure atmosphere. I could quote numbers of
cuch cases: is it the sudden change of life, the better & more
stimulating food, which determines the period. Humboldt &
Bonpland,)® after living for months in the forests, as soon as
they returned to the coast, both were seized by violent fevers.!
The Beagle made a very good passage up; being only 5 days,
she passed a few miles inside of the Abrolhos. A French corvette
sailed 8 days before & promised our Captain to have dinner ready
for him on hisl arrival at Bahia: as it turned out the case was ré-
':rsed; such is the advantage of a good knowledge of the winds
coast. She staid a week at Bahia, & 12 days back to Rio; she

would have been some davys shorter
) on the ot
been beealmed at Cape Frio. e passage, had shen

J ":;i r?ft. ‘f’urked at the produce of yesterday’s hunt; in the evening
ut geologizing. Karl has returned (he has been staying for

a week with some fri : :
news from the BE&E{T;ndS m the city) & brought a good deal of
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June 6th. Went on board & breakfasted with the Captain, spent the

day between the city & the Beagle. Going on board givesin a small
degree the comfortable feeling which is always experienced on re-
turning home. Having lived so long on shore, I have almost for-
gotten how to stow myself in my own corner.

7th. Rode with Mr Bolger to the chapel of Nossa Senhora de Penha;

this being one of the sights of the country. Our road lay through
the North & back part of the city, which covers a much greater
space than I had imagined. The suburbs are very filthy & are
surrounded by marshes covered with the Mangrove; the tide
occasionally flows into them, & is sufficient to cause a continual
putrefaction of vegetable & animal matter, which is rendered very
perceptible to the nose. The land surrounding the Bay is generally
thus situated:—for instance Macuci—& in consequence un-
healthy. Aswe proceeded in this direction nothing could be more
uninteresting than the country. Nossa Senhora is a gay little
chapel, built on one of the naked rounded hills of gneiss, so fre-
quent in this country. Some hundreds of steps lead to the summit
& there is an extensive view of the harbor & its islands. On our
return we rode to the palace of St Christophe; at a distance, from
its large & regular dimensions & from the bright colours of the
walls, it has a grand appearance. I was much struck by the
beauty of the right hand side building; I did not expect to see any-
thing so elegant in the Brazils. The gate, which the Duke of
Northumberland sent, as a copy of the one at Sion house, stands
on the edge of a hill where there is no path; even under such
circumstances it is highly ornamental.

8ih. Collected some Corallines on the rocks, which surround part

of Botofogo Bay.

oth.18 Started at half after six with Derbyshire for a very long walk

+o the Gavia. This mountain stands near the sea, & is recognised
at a great distance by its most singular form. Like the generality
of the hills, it is a precipitous rounded cone, but on the summit is
a flat angular mass, whence it takes the name of ““table" or topsail
mountain, The narrow path wound round its Southern base; the
morning was delightful; & the air most fragrant & cool. I have
no where seen such liliaceous plants & those with large leaves in
such luxuriant plenty; growing on the border of the clear shaded

BD 5
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ittering with drops of dew, they invited the

3 cted sky, was seen

. ocean, blue from the reflecte :
me%‘ﬂﬂ-t{-‘ ::r::.u:hh:he forest. Islands crowned with pnlms‘vaned
TR As we passed along, we were amused by watching the
our horizon. d four Hlmciﬁ_thc smallest at but g

ino.birds. 1 counte T :
:‘t:l:::ﬂ:ltjlgtmacﬂ precisely resembles in Its habits & appearance a

sphinx. The wings moved 50 rapidly, ‘tlmt l':hE}’ werfl 'S::EEE
visible. & so remaining stationary the little bird darted 1ts be
into the wild flowers; making an extraordinary buzzimg noise at
the same time, withits wings. Those that T have met Ttth, frequent
shaded & retired forests & may there be seen chasing away the
rival butterfly. In vain we attempted to find any path to ascend
the Gavia; this steep hill subtends to the coast at an angle of 42°.
We returned home; at our furthest point we had a good view of
the coast for many miles. It was skirted by a band of thick brush-
wood behind which was a wide plane of marshes & lakes; which
in places were so green, that they looked like meadows.,

ivulets & as yet gl

June 10th. Like a school boy in his holidays, I tremble as I perceive
another week completed.

11th. Rode to the place where I was the other day hunting with the
Padre; having put up my horse, I started forthe woods. A mulatto
& u little Brazilian boy accompanied me;—the latter was quite
a child, but dressed in the same manner as I described the eldest

son. I never saw anything at all equal to his power of perception,

Many of the rarest animals in the most obscure trails were caught

by him. I should have as soon expected a beetle to have turned
traitor & been my coadjutor, as to have found so able a one in this
little fellow. It really was like what one reads of the talent of ob-
servation which the Indians possess: my eyes, with years of
EI:;EFE' were not at all on a par with this child’s, I wish the
= 1ans, as iht‘}' advance in age, could keep the pleasant & en-
AEINg manners which they possess in youth. My companions left

me & [ proceeded on my ser : 3 :
A profound gloom rf:g'lis Evﬂ-mblﬂ mtn_thﬂ Interior of the forest.

]tf:ll the sun was shining, if i
1ight, shootin ' '

it nI:Et as it were throy
tluminated, Th

ness. Whilst seated on the trunk of a decaying tree amidst such
scenes, one feels an inexpressible delight. The rippling of some
little brook, the tap of a woodpecker, or scream of some more
distant bird, by the distinctness with which it is heard, brings the
conviction how still the rest of Nature is.

I returned to the house; where I found several people collected
after dinner; this being one of their numerous feast-days. The
many contrivances for catching animals which my large pockets
(not the least subject for surprise) contained, afforded ample
grounds for curiosity & wonder. In both of which, with a great
deal of good nature, they most freely indulged. They assuredly
thought me a greater curiosity than anything their woods con-
tained.

June12th. Worked in the morning at yesterday's produce; a forest is

a gold mine to a Naturalist & yesterday’s a very rich one, At one
o’clock I went to the Admiral’s for a grand boat race. The first
arriving of the launches, yawls, cutters & other large boats, was
an imposing sight. It immediately made one understand how
powerful a flotilla of such boats would be in war. The racing was
rather too long; especially as the Beagle did not come off quite so
triumphantly as might have been wished for. The evening passed
away pleasantly, & by moonlight on the beach several foot races
were got up between the officers & the crews of Captains’ gigs.

18th. Dined with Mr Cairnes; who is the only merchant whom I have

met with in society. The generality are little above shopkeepers.
I spent an agreeable evening. Mr Price, a merchant from round
the Horn & a passenger with Cap. Waldegrave, gave a great deal
of amusing & interesting information about the plains or what we
better designate, the horse & cattle breeding countries. Mr Price
married a Spanish lady who is since dead & has with him his two
little daughters, Carlotta & Theresa; the Senhoritas can speak
nothing but Spanish; very pretty, & their motions most exceeding
graceful. Theresa the least, about 8 years old, could not help
dancing when she heard music, & with a rose in each hand as her

partner, danced most exquisitely.

14¢th. Dined with Mr Aston; a very merry pleasant party; in the

evening went with Mr Scott (the Attaché) to hear a celebrated
pianoforte player. He said Mozart’s overtures were too easy.
5-3
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I suppose in the same proportion as the music W
su _
wasl:m hard for me to enjoy. |
th. Collected some beautiful Corallines on :t.he rocks at
Juﬁftllirg; Bav. Mr Earl does not return to his lodgings here, but
oto y. |

remains in town till the Beagle sails,

166k, Started early in the morning for Tij:euka to see the 1Taterf{aljs_
Neither the height or the body of water is anything very Imposing;
hut they are rendered beautiful by the dampness So increasing
the -.-eg;tation, that the water appears to flow out of one forest
& to be received & hidden in another below. On the road the
scenery was very beautiful; especially the distant view of Rio.
As & Sultan in s Seraglio I am becoming quite hardened to
beauty. It is wearisome to be in a fresh rapture at every turn
of the road. And as I have before said, you must be that or
nothing.

7th. Took my usual evening stroll to the bay; there to lie down on

the coast & watch the setting sun gild the bare sides of the Sugar
Loaf. Wickham & Chaffers paid me a wvisit.

18th. King came & spent the day with me; we both on horseback
started for the old forest. He shot some birds & as is generally
the case I found many interesting animals of the lower classes.
We found a little Palm tree, only a few inches in circumference,
which I believe to be 305 years old. T Jjudge of this from its num-
ber of rings, each of which I imagine marks a yvear. On the road
home I overtook my old friend the Padre, returning with his dogs
from the Gavia. He presented to me a magnificent specimen of

the little once [ounce], which aft .
suceeeded in shmting.] T dtve lours hunting, he had

10th. Spent the day between the city &

;:ghhizilin st[;\ﬁﬂg provisions for sea, The ship looks in same
: ¢ contusion which she was in in P I

‘ | . ymouth, Th :

Spite is making sweeps & boarding netting for us. Our :m‘?;}?;

ment of men is inereased '
ship into the Bea : il o e

being on board. They are
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June 28rd, Again I went tothe forest, which so often has been proved

so fruitfulin all kinds of animals. Itisinall probability the last time
I shall ever wander in a Brazilian forest. I find the pleasure de-
rived from such scenes increases, instead of as might have been
expected, diminishing. To-day instead of the rude tracks, I fol-
lowed a brook, which in a narrow ravine flowed amongst the huge
granitic blocks. No art could depict so stupendous a scene; the
decaying trunks of enormous trees scattered about, formed in
many places natural bridges; beneath & around them the damp
shade favoured the growth of the Fern & Palm trees, & looking
upwards the trees in themselves lofty, thus seen, appeared of an
almost incredible height. I soon found even by creeping, I could
not penetrate the entangled mass of the living & dead vegetation.
On coming out of the forest, the effect without any exaggeration
is that of the full light of the sun breaking on a person who has
just left a darkened room. These woods belong to the government;
& the house where I put up the horse is called Chacera o Macéco.
My host the owner’snameis Antonio da Rocha, & to his hospitality
I amindebted for so many delightful walks. Before going he showed
me his garden, where, to an European eye there was a singularunion
of plants. On one side a fine set of cabbages were growing, & join-
ing to these, the long stubble of a rice field. This latter is scarcely
to be distinguished from barley; but the ears are different, the seeds
being further apart & therefore not having so compact a head.

After returning home in the evening the quiet neighbourhead
of Botofogo was in unusual agitation in celebrating the eve of
St Juan. Round the numerous bonfires there is a eontinual firing
of rockets, guns, erackers, accompanied by shouts of * Viva St
Juan”; this is continued during the greater part of the night.
I presume, not having had the luck to have had a gun-powder
plot, the Brazilians thus celebrate an innocent saint.

24th. Dined with Mr Cairnes; & as far as society goes the pleasantest

evening since I left England. The Captain was there & has an-
nounced that the Beagle will sail this day week. In the evening
my little friend Senhorita Theresa, whom I find is only 6 years
old, gained universal admiration by her dancing & acting.

25th. In the evening took a farewell stroll to the Lagoa & saw for

the last time its waters stained purple by the last rays of twilight.
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: i der to make final '
o to the city & went on board in or |
June 26th. Rod g in the ship after my long absence, I

ts for livin :
:::;E:;jl:l; s « nearly as much as I did at Devonport. There

it is clear that they think both these precious things are equally
valueless to an Englishman.

Sunday, July 1st. Attended divine service on board the Warspite:

have been several alterations in the ship; amongst ﬂi:]'lEl‘S we have
2 long nine-pounders; this will make us much more independent:
ceveral cases occurred during the last war where very small
vessels terribly injured large ones, from having one great gun &
keeping out of range of the other. I am sorry to see so many new
fuces on the deck. In the whale boat which took me ashore there

was not one old hand.

27th. This is my last day on shore; so I was determined it should not
be an idle one. In the bay I found some fine Corallines; the ex-
amination of which occupied me during the whole day. Upon the
whole T am tolerably contented with what I have done at Rio in
Natural History; several important branches have been cut off:
Geology is uninteresting, Botany & Ornithology too well known:
& the sea totally unproductive excepting in one place in Botofogo
En}'_ i—>s0 that T have been reduced to the lower classes, which in-
habit the dry land or fresh water. The number of species of
Spu.h:n:. which I have taken is something enormous. The time
?:Ihﬁgﬁ tc]::ﬁligi!::nﬂ;&:is has passed so de]ightfu]]_f,r, that my
g ofogo are full of regret & gratitude.

20th, ‘H'E’: g0 to sea on next Tuesda
for finishing the collections I m
. The very interesting & im po

Y, 8o that I have a nice short time
ade at Botofogo.

the ceremony was imposing; especially the preliminary parts,
such as the " God save the King"', when 850 men took off their
hats. Seeing, when amongst foreigners, the strength & power of
one's own nation, gives a feeling of exultation which is not felt at
home. This ship would be in exactly the same state, if she was
going to fight another battle of Trafalgar. It is in the whole of its
parts a most splendid piece of mechanism. Can one wonder at
pride in the Captain, when he knows that all & everything bends
to his will? When standing on the quarter deck, in the midst of
such a crew, can there be imagined a more lofty situation? After
divisions, (the men being all arranged along deck imr the two
watches) the head officers go the rounds of the whole ship,
I accompanied them, & thus well saw all the store rooms &e.
Those who have never seen them will form no just idea of their
cleanliness & extreme neatness. After Church I was introduced
to two officers who were fond of Natural History: I was surprised
to find in one of their cabins an aviary of Cape birds & plants in
frames. I dined in the ward-room & had a very agreeable party.
Coming from a ten-gun Brig into such comforts & luxuries, makes
one a little envious, So many corners unoccupied, appeared to
my eyes as great a waste as throwing good food overboard. After
the King’s health & “God save the King" the band played some
beautiful musie. It was no common pleasure to hear the Overture
to Figaro, Semiramide, Il Barbiere, After so long a fast, the
appetite for music becomes very keen.

Before I returned to the Beagle I saw all the hammocks
carried down out of the nettings; it is said that this rush of the
men surprised Napoleon more than anything else on an English
ship.

2nd. Walked to Botofogo & ecalled on the Admiral, Mr Aston & Mr

Price. The latter, I hope we shall again see at Valparaiso. He is
afraid 17 years in Chili has quite unfitted him for any other
country, & now on his road, he is sorry he ever attempted the
change. It will make Valparaiso very pleasant if we are lucky
enough to find him there.
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- I ing. found the Palace Square
July 8rd. Went 10 tl;:: ut.t::riz;;l t{l?: I:E:;;t u!ir‘ two money changers, who
erow duﬂ;’l trl;dl*:‘_‘;fti_:;ﬂ v evening in a more atrocious mannerthan
:E;ﬂ It i;:quiie fearful to hear what enormous c}'imes are daily
committed & go unpunished. If a slave murders his master, after
being confined for some time he then becomes a government one.
However great the charge may be against a rich man, he1s certain
in a short time to be free. Everybody can here be bribed. A man
may become a sailor or a physician or any profession, if he can
afford to pay sufficiently. It has been gravely asserted by
Brazilians that the only fault they found with the English laws
was that they could not perceive rich respectable people had any
advantage over the miserable & the poor.

The Brazilians, as far as I am able to judge, possess but a small
share of those qualities which give dignity to mankind, Ignorant,
eowardly, & indolent in the extreme; hospitable & good natured
as long as it gives them no trouble; temperate, revengeful, but
not quarrelsome; contented with themselves & their customs, they
answer all remarks by asking “why cannot we do as our grand-
fathers before us did ", Their very appearance bespeaks their little

m—
— il i —

this [number of tribes] results the safety of the country. The slaves
must communicate amongst themselves in Portugeese & are not
in consequence united. I cannot help believing they will ulti-
mately be the rulers. I judge of it from their numbers, from their
fine athletic figures, (especially contrasted with the Brazilians)
proving they are in a congenial climate, & from clearly seeing their
| intellects have been much underrated ; they are the efficient work-
men in all the necessary trades. If the free blacks increase in
numbers (as they must) & become discontented at not being equal
to white men, the epoch of the general liberation would not be far
distant. I believe the slaves are happier than ¢(what) they them-
selves expected to be or than people in England think they are.
I am afraid however there are many terrible exceptions. The
leading features in their characters appear to be wonderful spirits
& cheerfulness, good nature & a “stout heart", mingled with a
good deal of obstinacy. I hope the day will come when they will
assert their own rights & forget to avenge their wrongs.

July 4th. In the evening unmoored ship; now therefore it is certain
we leave Rio in the morning. I am very glad, as nothing can be
more dull than lying in the harbor. And I always find the in-

i f—
e o it
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eievati-::ny of character; figures short, they soon become corpulent;
and their faces possessing little expression, appear sunk between
the .'-hﬂ'l..lldﬂ‘s: The Monks differ for the worse in this latter res pect;
it requires little _[l-muwle.dge of| physiognomy to see pla'ml}:
';ta.mped PErsevering cunning, sensuality & pride. One old man
- ulwu::*'s stop to look at; the only thing T ever saw like it, is

coens'? J udm;. Iscariot. All that I have said about the cnuﬂt:en-
ances of the priests, may be transferred to the voices of the older

women. Being surrounded by slay :
the harsh tones of command ::i the = they become habituated to

terval between sailing & the first day announced hangs heavily
on hand.

5th. A little after 9 o’clock we tripped our anchor, & with a gentle

breeze stood out of the bay. Caps. Talbot & Harding accompanied
us beyond Santa Cruz. As we sailed past the Warspite & Samarang
(our old Bahia friend) they manned the rigging & gave us a true
sailor like farewell, with three cheers. The band at same time
striking up “To glory you steer”. The Captain had intended
touching at Cape Frio, but as the lightning did so, we made a
direct course for the South. Near to the Isle de Raza the wind
lulled, & we are now becalmed & shall probably remain so during
the night. The moon is now shining brightly on the glassy water;
everyone is in high spirits at again being at sea & a little more
wind is all that is wanted. The still & quiet regularity of the ship
is delightful; at no time is “the busy hum of men” so strongly
perceived as when leaving it for the open ocean.

6th. Scarcely any wind. The Sugar Loaf is still in view & points out

the entrance into Rio,
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. . weather has been most provoking;
J“Iy qu Suﬂdﬂ!f m d: ﬂiﬁ Thf v &.i{lk & miﬁl’."rﬂh]ﬁ. Thls

: i hreezes, & long swell, & 1 ve ;
hgw:n:i‘ﬁtt::k of sea sickness has not brought quite so much

et what it wants in degree
ess as the former one. Bl.lt ye . :
ﬁzgﬁphhv the indignation which 1s felt at finding all one’s

efforts to do anything paralysed.

10¢h. In the afternoon the calm was hroken by a s!tiﬁ' breeze, almost
a gale: (i.e. 8 very heavy one in a landsman’s eyes). “Tl? first
Jowered the Top-gallant yards, & then struck the masts. This was
the first time that I have been able to look about, when there has
been anything of a sea up. It was a beautiful spectaclfa to see how
gracefully the Beagle glided over the waves, appearing as if by
her own choice she avoided the heavy shocks. As the night came
an, the sky looked very dirty, & the waves with their white crests
dashed angrily against the ship’s sides. In the middle watch how-
ever the wind fell & was succeeded by a calm: this is always the
warst part of a gale, for the ship not being steadied by the wind
pressing on the sails rolls in a most uncomfortable manner be-
tween the troughs of the sea.

11th. The day has passed in listless discomfort; if I had been well
several things would have interested me during these latter days.
The vessel has been followed by many sorts of Petrels; a VEery
elegant one, the Cape-pidgeon, we met as is generally the case, on
passing the Tropie. Several Whales have been seen. I just had
& pecp at one, but to my jaundiced eyes, it even possessed little
interest.

12th. The wind yet continues foul, bu
miles from Rio & 700 from Cape S

18th. A beautiful day; the bright

of the delightful eruises on the
pressing all sail to the stormy
such seenes are forgotten, the
Everybody is full of expectati
coast of Patagonia,
Ostriches, Guanaco,

t light: we are only about 150
t Mary’s,

sky & smooth water reminded me
TmFieal seas. But as now we are
regions of the South, the sooner
more tolerable will the present be.

on & interest about th '
Endless plans are ivgerii o
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a great river through a totally unknown country? Everything
||||, shows we are steering for barbarous regions, all the officers have
| stowed away their razors, & intend allowing their beards to grow
r'( in a truly patriarchal fashion.

i July 14th. Fine day & a prosperous breeze.

| Sunday 15th. From noon of yesterday to the same time to day we
. had run 160 knots & all congratulated ourselves on soon doubling
Cape St Mary’s. On the contrary however we experienced the
true uncertainty of a sailor’s life. By the evening it blew a gale
right in our teeth, Top-gallant masts were sent on deck, & with
close reefed main top-sail, trysails & fore sails, we beat up against
a heavy sea.
+ We are about 80 miles from the Morro de St Martha; it is a
curious fact, that often as the different officers have passed this
" point they have always met a gale. The Beagle, on her return to
England from the last expedition, experienced the heaviest she
had had during the whole time. In the morning I was much
interested by watching a large herd of Grampuses, which followed
the ship for some time. They were about 15 feet in length, &
generally rose together, cutting & splashing the water with great
violence. In the distance some whales were seen blowing. All
these have been the black whale. The Spermaceti is the sort which
the Southern Whalers pursue.

16th. There was a good deal of sea up & I in consequence, with my
spirits a good deal down.

17th. My eyes were rejoiced with the sight of studding sails, alow
& aloft, that is wind abaft the beam & favourable.

18th. We are driving along at the rate of 8 & 9 knots per hour.
A wonderful shoal of Porpoises, at least many hundreds in num-
ber, crossed the bows of our vessel. The whole sea in places was
furrowed by them; they proceeded by jumps, in which the whole
body was exposed, & as hundreds thus cut the water it presented
a most extraordinary spectacle. When the ship was running
0 knots these animals could with the greatest ease cross & recross
our bows & then dash away right ahead. Thus showing off to us
their great strength & activity. Several flying fish were skimming
over the water; considering time of year & latitude 81° 87°S.
Long 49° 22' W. I was surprised to see them.
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surmounted by a sloping bank of green turf. On this, viewed

: day.
Jm’y 10th. A calm da) v kE(‘['J our course. At

. o fine breeze but we can hardly : et
20th. Thereis & We have experienced broke the continuity of outline; & I only observed one hut; near

iles St Mary.
were 160 miles from Cape ‘ \ e
:Th dt;;w .: most complete change of climate. From the joint cause of

<hoal water & probably a current from the Sout .h, the tfﬂlgl Erllt].lre
£ the sea at noon was 613° it being in the morning EB& . The wind
felt quite chilling; the thermometer standing at 59°. By the time
we arrive in harbor, we shall have made a very bad passage & I
«m sure to me a very tedious one. The only thing I have been able
to do is reading T:}}'ngfs & Travels: these are now to me much
more interesting than even novels.

21st. The weather to day felt just like an Autumn day in England.
In the evening the wind freshened & a thick fog came on. These
are very frequent in the neighbourhead of the Plata, & we are
only now about 50 miles from the mouth. The night was dirty &
squally: we were surrounded by Penguins & Seals which made
such odd noises that in the middle watch Mr Chaffers went below
to report to Mr Wickham that he heard cattle lowing on shore.

Sunday 22nd. We have had this morning a true specimen of the
Plata weather. The lightning was most vivid, accompanied by
heavy rain & gusts of wind. The day has been exceedingly cold
& raw. We passed through large flocks of different sea birds: &
Some Insects & a bird very like a yellow hammer flew on board.
We are about 50 miles from Cape St Mary’s. I have just been on
deck;—the night presents a most extraordinary spectacle;—the
darkness of the sky is interrupted by the most vivid ]ighjtning-

The tops of our masts & hi
: : gher yvard ends s] : ;
ol Pla}?ﬂg about them; the form of th: T;fewnfh the Blect

wind, we have drup
28rd. All dav y .
e Eﬂ:'; 1::’;; ::e;r beating up the river, & now at night we
, « YWe were :
or five rarulea from the N generally;:;:; dls?:nm of four
€n, 1t presents a

ped our anchor,

orthern shope. T

fice, a long straight line of sandy beach was

f through a glass, were large herds of cattle feeding. Not a tree
1

to which was the Corral or enclosure of stakes, so frequently men-
tioned by all travellers in the Pampas. I am afraid we shall not
even tomorrow reach M. Video,

July 24th. The wind yet continues dead on end against us, & as there

is a strong current setting out we make scarcely any progress. The
same line of low & green coast is to be seen as yesterday, only not
quite so near. It is quite curious, how much I have suffered from
the cold. The thermometer stands above 507, & I am loaded with
clothes, yet judging from my feelings I should have thought it a
very cold English winter day. Others in the vessel have not ex-
perienced this so strongly, so that I presume my constitution in
a shorter time becomes habituated to a warm climate; & there-
fore on leaving it, more strongly feels the contrary extreme.

I procured this evening a Watch-bill & as most likely our crew
will for rest of the voyage remain the same, I will copy it.—Boat-
swains mates, J. Smith & W. Williams; Quarter-Masters, J, Peter-
son, White, Bennett & Henderson; Forecastle men, J. Davis,
Heard, Bosworthick (ropemaker), Tanner, Harper (sailmaker),
Wills (armourer); Foretop men, Evans, Rensfrey, Door, Wright,
Robinson, MacCurdy, Hare, Clarke; Maintop men, Phipps, J.
Blight, Moore, Hughes, . Johns, Sloane, Chadwick, Johns,
Williams, B. Blight, Childs; Carpenter’s crew, Rogers, Rowe,
J. May, James; Idlers, Stebbing (instrument mender); Ash, gun-
room steward ; Fuller, Captain’s do: R. Davis, boy do; Matthews,
missionary; E. Davis, Officers’ cook; G. Phillips, ships’ cook;
Lester, cooper; Covingten, fiddler & boy to Poop-cabin; Billet,
gunroom boy; Royal Marines,—Beareley, serjeant; Williams,
Jones, Burgess, Bute, Doyle, Martin, Middleton, Prior, (midship-
men’s steward);—Boatswain, Mr. Sorrell; Carpenter, Mr May;
Midshipmen, Mrss. Stewart, Usborne, Johnson, Stokes, Mellersh,
King, Forsyth. Hellyar, Captain’s clerk;—Mr Bino, [Bynoe]
acting surgeon; Mr Rowlett, purser;—Mr Chaffers, Master;—
Mr Sulivan, 2nd Lieutenant; Mr Wickham, 1st Lieutenant: R.
FitzRoy, Commander, There are (including Earl, the Fuegians &
myself) 76 souls on board the Beagle. I hear the cable rattling
throughthe Hawse-hole so we have come to an anchor for the night.
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o has carried us toan anchor within six orseven
R pnssed between Mal-

At about noon we :
donado & the little island of Lobos covered with seals. At some
ona :

future time we shall lay in the harbor at Mﬂl.dmmdﬂ: lt]ltj l:m:Etr}'
in the mighbuurhmd i more uneven than in the ot icT pa S of
the coast, but from the sandy hi]hw:ks, has a dreary unl:::uterem;ng
appearance. To day the water from its calmness & reddlal} muddy
colour looked like that of a river: of course however, thﬂ_ Southern
hank is far beyond the reach of vision. The fresher dia:culnured
water from 1ts less specific gravity floats on the surface of the Sa:lt;
this was curiously shown by the wake of the vessel, where a line
of blue might be scen mingling . little eddies with the adjoining
fuid: in this case instead of stirring up the mud, it was the reverse
& stirred up the clear water.

July 25th. A fine bree
miles of Monte Video.

o6th. We entered the bay about 9 o'clock. Just as we were coming
to an anchor, signals were made from the Druid, a frigate lying
here: which (to our utter astonishment & amusement) ordered us
to “Clear for action” & shortly after “Prepare to cover Our
boats”™. We set sail & the latter part of order was shortly ex-
plained by the arriving of 6 boats heavily armed with carronades
& containing about 40 marines, all ready for fighting, & more than
100 blue jackets. Captain Hamilton came on board & informed
us that the present government is a military usurpation; & that
the h}cqlud of the party had seized upon 400 horses, the property of
a British subject; & that in short the flotilla of boats went to give
wellght to his arguments. The revolutions in these countries are
quite ]ﬂug!mbh:; some few years ago in Buenos Ayres, they had
L4 revolutions in 12 months; things go as quietly as pﬂsrsiblc%rbﬂth
p!zllrL}es dislike tl%e sight of blood ; & so that the one which al;pears
thz ::;ullzg:;t tgsauihﬁ ;he day. The disturbances do not much affect
£ abitants of the town, for both parties find it bes ‘
g:ﬁ:’ [Eﬁalj‘::: :; The present governor has about EEEUGPEE{:;
party is now cslleiiiﬁg : ‘;E':'Eeﬂf&ﬂ{hﬂﬂgm 2 e ooboiS
the others will scamper out. Mr P ena h ¢ enters the town
BVEH D et : arry (a leading merchant here)
quite certain a 150 men from the Fri :
gate could any night

take M. Video. The di

i - The dispute has termi

restitut : rminated b - :

will be ﬁigtﬂfxﬁ Rexaces bt hich Tidy mon think ivayiol -
: afraid it is not impossible that the Eﬂnse-:li;nz:

1882 MONTE VIDEO 543

will be very unpleasant to us. The Druid’s officers have not for
some weeks been allowed to go on shore, & perhaps we shall be
obliged to act in the same manner. How annoying will be the
sight of green turf plains, whilst we are performing a sort of
quarantine on board.

July 27th. 1 had no opportunity of taking a long walk; so that I'went

with the Captain to Rat island; whilst he took sights I found some
animals & amongst them there was one very curious; at first sight
every one would pronounce it to be a snake: but two small hind
legs or rather fins marks the passage by which Nature joins the
Lizards to the Snakes.

28th. Landed early in the morning on the Mount. This little hill is

about 450 feet high & being by far the most elevated land in the
country gives the name Monte Video. The view from the summit
:s one of the most uninteresting 1 ever beheld. Not a tree or a
house, or trace of cultivation give cheerfulness to the scene. An
undulating green plain & large herds of cattle has not even the
charm of novelty. Whoever has seen Cambridgeshire, if in his
mind he changes arable into pasture ground & roots out every
tree, may say he has seen Monte Video. Although this is true, yet
there is a charm in the unconfined feeling of walking over the
boundless turf plain. Moreover if your view is limited to a small
space, many objects possess great beauty; some of the smallest
hirds are most brilliantly coloured, much more so than those in
Brazil. The bright green turf being browsed short by the cattle, 1s
ornamented by dwarf flowers; amongst which to my eyes the
Daisy claimed the place of an old friend. The only other plants
of larger size are tall rushes & a thistle, resembling much the
Acanthus; the latter with its silvery foliage covers large spaces of
ground, I went on board with a party of midshipmen; who had
been shooting & had killed several brace of Partridges & wild
Ducks, & had caught a large Guano about 3 feet long. These
lizards at certain times of the year arc reckoned excellent food.
The evening was calm & bright, but in the middle of the night,
+ blew a sudden gale, All hands were piped up to send Top-gallant
masts on deck & to get in the Cutter, In such scenes of confusion,
I am doubtful whether the war of the elements or shouts of the
officers be most discordant.
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.« morning weare pitching hea vily, & ﬂccﬂmﬂ?-
=) The weather is yet boisterous & the rain
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Sunday, July 20th. Th a large party started in order to stay some days in the city.

allv a sea breaks over us.

ery cold. :
::rz.l -  pusily employed with the collections of Saturday. The
soth, 1 was J -

Captain this morning procured infummti;n :::‘;uﬁrid Sfliﬁgnlilsj:
oharts of Patagonia, which are now at Bue St .

mediately determined to run up there & sec t enn‘ o
315t At one o'clock we stood out of the Bay with a ll;_éht fmr:' d“]md
As we passed the Druid, we picked u.p.Mr Hammond, a mi }; 1p-
man belonging to her, who has now joined the Heagla_zi_ Mr Ham-
mond is & connection of poor little Musters. Before sailing, I went
ashare to the town with the Captain; the appearance of the place
does not speak much in its favour; 1t 1s of no great size; possesses
no architectural beauties, & the streets are irregular & filthily
dirty. It is scarcely credible that any degree of indolence would
permit the roads to be in such a bad state as they are. The bed of
a torrent with blocks of stone lying in mud, is an exact resemblance.,
It was distressing to see the efforts of the bullocks, as harnessed
by their horns to the eclumsy carts, they managed to stumble on
amongst the stones. As far as) regards the inhabitants, they are
a much finer set than at Rio de Janeiro. Many of the men have
handsome expressive faces & athletic figures; either of which it
Is very rare to meet with amongst the Portugeese. I believe in

about a week’s time we shall return to M. Video & complete our
equipment,

August 1st. We have had a famous breeze & are now at anchor about
12 miles from Buenos Ayres, At one time to day it was just possible
to see both the Northern & Southern shores of the river at the

same time. A river of such great size & dimensions possesses no
interest or grandeur,

2nd. We certnjnI;: are a most unquiet ship;
steps. On entering the outer rog dstead, we

guard-ship. When abreast of her she fired
understanding this sailed on, & in "3

peac'e flies before our
passed a Buenos Ayres

Wickham went with us, & intended immediately going to Mr Fox,
the English minister, to inform him of the insult offered to the
British lag. When close to the shore, we were met by a quarantine
boat, which said we must all return on board, to have our bill of
health inspected, from fears of the Cholera. Nothing which we
could say about being a man of war,—having left England 7
months, & lying in an open roadstead—had any effect. They said
we ought to have waited for a boat from the guard-ship & that
we must pull the whole distance back to the vessel, with the wind
dead on end against us & a strong tide running in. During our
absence, a boat had come with an officer, whom the Captain soon
despatched with a message to his Commander to say * He was
sorry he was not aware he was entering an uncivilized port, or he
would have had his broardside ready for answering his shot”.
When our boats & the health one came alongside, the Captain
immediately gave orders to get under weigh & return to M. Video.
At same time, sending to the Governor, through the Spanish
officer, the same messages which he had sent to the guard-ship,
adding that the case should be throughily investigated in other
quarters. We then loaded & pointed all the guns on one broardside,
& ran down close along the guard-ship. Hailed her, & said, that
when we again entered the port, we would be prepared as at
present & if she dared to fire a shot we would send our whole
broardside into her rotten hulk. We are now sailing quietly down
the river. From M. Video the Captain intends writing to Mr Fox
& to the Admiral; so that they may take effective steps to prevent
our Flag being again insulted in so unprovoked a manner. From
what I could see of the city of Buenos Ayres, it appears to be a
very large place & with many public buildings. Its site is very
low & the adjoining coast is elevated but a few feet above the
level of the water.

August 8rd. In the morning watch, before it was daylight, the Beagle

stood too close in-shore & stuck her stern fast about a foot in the
mud. With a little patience & maneuvering they got her off, &
two whale boats being lowered to sound the bank ahead, we soon
gained the channel,

The navigation of the Plata is difficult, owing to there being no
landmarks, the water generally shoal & running in currents, &
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priv - » We arrived at . ‘
i1l wind which blows OO, b e Bod
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after sunset, & the Captain i aid will tomorrow
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Oh 1 hope the Guard-ship will fire a guti at the
be her last day above water.

{uoust 4th, We gltered our anchorage, & stood n;‘%[t]: Effsiii 3;;:.

‘ f:lund an excellent herthamongstthe merchant ship -‘;uals =
went with Wickhamto Rat iglandfsf Eﬂll‘.mmd e a_m t:it .is nite
evenings the greater length of twilight 15 \'ET}'hFIEEi’RI;ﬁEStHE Sk
g new phenomenon to watch the purple clouds of the

sradually to fade into the leaden hue of night. This 1s a beauty of

which the equinoctial regions can scldom boast. And to an

European’s eves it is a great loss.
=1}, This has been an eventful day in the history of the Beﬂglfi- At
10 o'clock in the morning the Minister for the present mlrhtar}r
government came on board & begged for assistance agam:s‘lt a
serious insurrection of some black troops. Captain FitzRoy im-
mediately went ashore to ascertain whether it was a party affair,
or that the inhabitants were really in danger of having their houses
ransacked, The head of the Police (Dumas) has continued in
power through both governments, & is considered as entirely
neutral: being applied to, he gave it as his opinion that it would
be doing a service to the state to land our force. Whilst this was
going on ashore, the Americans landed their boats & occupied the
Custom house. Immediately the Captain arrived at the mole, he
made us the signal to hoist out & man our boats. In a very few
minutes, the Yawl, Cutter, Whaleboat & Gig were ready with
52 men heavily armed with Muskets, Cutlasses & Pistols. After
waiting some time on the pier Signor Dumas arrived & we marched
to a central fort, the seat of government. During this time the
insurgents l_md planted artillery to command some of the streets,
e il i, They ad ey broken ope
pallEres &mIﬂunitim;g It]f'ﬂﬁﬁﬁﬁhmn of the ecitadel, which con-
- It1s suspeeted that all this disturbance

the number =
which now seT¥ e

morning
canduct to us. _ .
Frigate; if she does, it will

ﬁ
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is owing to the meeneuvering of the former constitutional govern-
ment. But the politicks of the place are quite unintelligible: it
has always been said that the interest of the soldiers & the present
government are identical; & now it would seem to be the reverse.
Capt. FitzZRoy would have nothing to do with all this: he would
only remain to see that private property was not attacked. If the
National band were not rank cowards, they might at once seize
the citadel & finish the business; instead of this, they prefer pro-
tecting themselves in the fortress of St Luecia. Whilst the different
parties were trying to negotiate matters, we remained at our
station & amused ourselves by cooking beefsteaks in the Court-
yard. At sunset the boats were sent on board & one returned with
warm clothing for the men to bivouac during the night. As I had
a bad headache, I also came & remained on board. The few left in
the ship, under the command of Mr Chalfers, have been the most
busily engaged of the whole crew. They have triced up the
Boarding netting, loaded & pointed the guns & cleared for action.
We are now at night in a high state of preparation so as to make
the best defence possible, if the Beagle should be attacked. To ob-
tain ammunition could be the only possible motive.

August 6th. The boats have returned. Affairs in the city now more

decidedly show a party spirit, & as the black troops are enclosed in
the citadel by double the number of armed citizens, Capt. FitzRoy
deemed it advisable to withdraw his force. Itis probablein a very
short time the two adverse sides will come to an encounter; under
such circumstances, Capt. FitzZRoy beingin possession of the central
fort, would have found it very difficult to have preserved his
character of neutrality. There certainly is a great deal of pleasure
i1 the excitement of this sort of work; quite sufficient to explain
the reckless gayety with which sailors undertake even the most
hazardous attacks. Yet as time flies, it is an evil to waste so much
in empty parade.

7th. To my great grief it is not deemed prudent to walk in the

country; so that I was obliged to go ashore to the dirty town of
M. Video. After dinner went out collecting to Rat Island.

ath. There has been a good deal of wind & rain. In the evening the

barometer fell, so the Captain determined immediately to strike
Top-masts & let go another anchor, At sunset it blew a full gale

&2
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8¢ & no hamper aloft, we

: b our three anchors & :
of “—;“dr;j;ui.aiﬁ;thg breeze heavily whistled through the rig-
snugly rode

ging.
August 9ih. A merchan
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drended. The weather for these last days has been wet & uncom-
fortable in the extreme.

Sunday, August 12th. The utter consternation of the civie guard
during the other night’s skirmish has given general amusement.
Large bodies immediately threw away their white cross belts that
they might not be recognised in the dark: & the impetuosity with
which they rushed down the streets, if it could have been directed
to a charge, would have been most imposing. In evening dined
with Mr Parry.

18th. At last the unsettled politicks & weather have permitted us to
walk in the country. Wickham, Sulivan, Hammond & mysell
went out shooting & if our sport was not very good the exercise
was most delightful. Hammond & myself walked in a direct line
for several miles to some plains covered with thistles, where we
hoped to find a flock of Ostriches. We saw one in the distance; if
I had been by myself, I should have said it was a very large deer
running like a racehorse; as the distance increased it looked more
like a large hawk skimming over the ground; the rapidity of its
movements were astonishing. As the breeze was rather too stiff
for boats, it had been determined to walk from the Mount round
the bay to the town, When far distant from it, Wickham &
Sulivan found themselves so tired, that they declared they could
move no further, By good luck a horseman came up, whom we
hired to carry them by turns till another horse was found; & thus
we arrived just before the city gates were closed for the night.

14th. Signor Frutez entered the town in full parade & was saluted
by the forts. He ywas accompanied by 1800 wild Gaucho cavalry;
many of them were Indians, I believe it was a magnificent
spectacle; the beauty of the horses, & the wildness of their dresses
& arms Were Very curious.

] | .av from her anchor-
t ship has drif ted some wWay
" o The Captain in middle of day went to her & fmfn‘lfd trh&i': at
:Itir:ﬂ che had only veered out 30 fathoms of cable; (whilst we were

e itv, as it takes
v with 70). A length of eable is a great security, |
riding with 1 ]I = ‘+s friction does not strain so much

away any sudden SITESS & by 1ts )
on the anchor. It is quite curious how negligent all merchant

cessels are; yesterday very few struck Top-gallant masts. Some
years ago 14 vessels at Buenos Ayres went on shore & were lost,
out of which only three had taken any & mnone sufficient pre-
cautions. The Captain managed to go to the town today, & brought
back news that the disturbances ‘norease in violence. There has
been some skirmishing with the black troops, & a fresh party
<cems to have risen for the head of government. In the paltry
state of Monte Video, there are actually about 5 contending .
parties for supremacy. It makes one ask oneself whether Des-
potism is not better than such uncontrolled anarchy. The weather
yet continues wet & boisterous: it is a consolation, although a
poor one, that the two distinet causes which prevent us from
going ashore, should come together.

10th. During the whole of the night there haye been several vollies

of musketry fired in the city, & we all thought there must have
been some heavy fighting.

11¢h. But this morning we hear not even one has been wounded; in
fact both parties are afraid of coming within reach of musl:et
range of each other. Yesterday Lavalleja, the military governor
entered the town & was well received by everybody excepting hi;
former black troops, These he threatened to expel from the citadel

& planted some guns to command the gate. To revenge this the 15th. As the boat was landing me at the Mount, we surprised a large

Cabra[?] or Capincha® on the rocks. After a long & animated

EI;EE? mith night made a sally, & hence arose the firing. This
T 1.'1;.%& de news comes that Lavalleja, who was unanimously
% miwlce;; E ;’EEEIS‘E-"E&, has been obliged to fly the city, & that it
will gain the d Lo BT Frutez & the constitutional government
B e “;_ :Ey; qﬂe is shocked at the bloody revolutions in
ean Frﬂ:lEEd, itis hg:rﬂci%‘fiﬂe:;]sgfi: r:n ﬁ;}lﬂﬁt :ﬂﬂh edeoumE

vaich of the two is most to be

e O e e S
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chace in a little bay I succeeded in shooting it through the head
with a ball. These animals abound in the Orinoco & are not un-
common here, but from their shyness & powers of swimming &
diving are difficult to be obtained. It islike in its structure a large
guinea pig; in ‘ts habits a water rat. It weighed 98 pounds.
Having sent my game on board in triumph, I collected great num-
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lifferent animals : SOME beautiful snakes -:"L lizards & h.t!c’rt,lles.

bf: o Dh: ;: Wwere 5,,:-1;[-1-3_1 5;:-;1r'[]inl‘,|5 about 2 ‘1111'."??115 lﬂﬁg, ":.".I.E]j
: mh;dh]::_- ﬂ'q[i.;-].; to the grmmﬁ. they struck 1t with their stings
eSS y a suc e : ;

Erith <uch force as VETy distinetly to be heard. : e
Th;:- Druid has returned from Buenos Ayres & brough o
government & long apology for the:msult offered tﬂ ua - fﬂ
Captain of the Guard-ship was immediately arrested & it was lelft
Jthe Brit . ehoice whether he should any longer retain

to the British consul's choice W ether i

his commission. .

August 16th. Spent the day in examining theric
day's labor. The Beagle goes to sea the day
her first cruize.

\7th. All day & night it has blown a stiff breeze from the S::Juth.
There have been several hailstorms, which form our first intro-
duction to frozen water. A sea soon gets up in the river & from
its little depth the waves become SO muddy that they look like
mountains of mud. This riding with our head to wind shakes the
very foundation of my stomach.

18th. Several officers are on shore & cannot yet come off. The
Captain however ventured to sail to Rat Island to obtain sights.
It was heautiful to see how the whale boat hops over the sea. In
returning he carried away the yard of his sail.

h produce of yester-
after tomorrow for

Sunday 19th. In the morning there was a fresh breeze from the N.W.
A wind in this direction soon emptys the river; at night we had
18 feet under our stern, in the morning only 18. From this cause,
independently of intending to sail in the course of the day, it was
advisable to move our anchorage. The instant we had tripped our
anchor the wind drifted us within a few yards of the buoy which
marks the old wreck. Then is the time to wateh sailors working:
one foul rope & we should have been on shore. The sailors in th-.;
city were saying, “A dios Barca Inglese, A Dios”. A merchant
ship certainly would have had no chance of escaping: but with
our body of men it is the work of a second to set 1g
on the ship. This has been for me the first e i e
off a lee-shore with a stiff breeze hlﬂwi:j E-}];Eﬂ{mﬂn o wnrk:fng
we tacked about, waiting for the weath o e e torE
again anchored, [ e omodenate, G tilasy

ed. In the afternoon we sent on hoard
some parcels &e. & my box of specimens, & oese e Tackel
» & the boats returning

D ——
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from the shore, we made sail. A fine breeze carried us 40 miles
trom the Mount, where we anchored for the night. In such shoal
water as in the Plata, the sea is very short; [ have never seen so
much spray break over the Beagle & I have not often felt a more
disagreeable sensation in my stomach.

August 20th. In the afternoon we anchored 8 miles off Point Piedras

on the Southern shore of the river. At this distance there were
only 18 feet of water. The Captain intends at present verifying the
leading points in the coast.—The Spaniards on shore having al-
ready filled up the details. Any minute knowledge of an almost
uninhabited coast, where shipping cannot approach, will never be
of any great value.

91st. In middle of day anchored near Point Piedras, & sent our

boats to sound. Shortly after getting under way, the water sud-
denly shoaled & we grazed the bottom rather too sensibly. In
calm weather this is of little consequence, but when there 15 any
sea, it does not take long to knock a hole in the bottom. The
coast was very low, & covered with thickets; the extreme simi-
larity of different parts of the banks is the chief cause of the dif-
ficulty of navigating this river. The weather has been beautifully
clear during these last two days. I do not believe there has been
one single cloud in the heavens. Several land birds took refuge
in the rigging, such as larks, fly-catchers, doves & butcher-birds,
& all appeared quite exhausted. To night we have anchored North
of Cape St Antonio; as soon as we double this we shall be in the
open ocean. Already the water has lost its ugly muddy colour.

=]

pond. All day we have been sailing within two or three miles off the

coast. For 40 miles it has been one single line of sandy hillocks,
without any break or change. The country within is uninhabited,
& ships never frequent this track, so that it is the most desolate
place I have ever visited. At sunset, before anchoring, we came
rather suddenly on a bank, & were obliged instantly to put the
ship up to the wind. This fine weather is of the greatest importance
to the surveying & as long as it lasts, sailing slowly along the coast
is sufficient for all purposes.

28rd. The weather continues most beautiful: a bank of elouds in the

S.W. frightened us in the morning but now at night we are at an
anchor with a calm. No people have such cause anxiously to
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s ae Surveyors. Their very duty leads
“'“m'.me ﬁnm ;{.-g:.titl:l;l uglib;tllc; ships nmid. & their safety
i m.t'.:* [1:?' 1!:* ‘.-I‘E'Pﬂrt"d for the worst. Every night we reef our
d“m]‘.h_un ; lt.: l%::-:re no time if a breeze should force us t‘U move.
h'!p-m:]h sfj niming getting up the anchor & securing it & setting
:]'ia:;il Eti[i.h' took us five minutes. We have nﬂt.madu malt.‘f‘; ptr]?-
Em durin;g the day; for we have tacked all the time paralleltothe

eoast. ]
fugust 24th. We have made a good run; at last North of Cape of

Corrientes the coast n a small degree has altered its appearance:
sstead of the undulating chain of sand hillocks the horizon 1s
hounded by low table land.—this being divided by broard gaps o1
vallies, pre:sents 0 MAny square masses. We haveseen durmg'th.e.
dav the smoke from several large fires within the country: 1t 1s
not easy to guess how they arise. Itistoo far North for the In dilaus
& the country is uninhabited by the Spaniards. The sun setin 2
cloudless sky; & there is every prospect of the Northerly wind
lasting; if so, tomorrow We shall double Corrientes & if we can,
land in the boats on the promontory.

25th. We have made an excellent run of 70 miles to day. Indeed the
breeze to my taste was much too good, as 1t prevented us from
attempting to land at Cape Corrientes, which we doubled at Noon.
We sailed very close to the shore, & it was very interesting view-
ing the different countries as we rapidly passed on. North of
Corrientes, a dead level line of cliff takes the place of the sand
hillocks. The eliff is perpendicular & about 30 feet high & with a
few exceptions is continued all the way South of the Cape. From
the mast-head a great extent of flat Pampas was seen, without
any break or elevation. To every one’s astonishment there was
near the promontory of Corrientes an Estancia; cattle were ve
abundant* near the house, & the place looked prosperous T;};
or three men on horseback were watching us with great intigrest :
:? we hoisted our pennant & colours, & doubtless for the first tim{;
1ey had ever been seen in this sea, This farm must be about 200

111;113&1:E fr:-tm a}r;v 11:ﬂwn. & the greater part of the interval consists
sert salt plains. There cannot easily be imaoi
desolate habitation for eivilized man. LA

* We have heard they have 50,000 head. [C.D.]

—_— e
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Sunday, August 26th. Torrents of rain & the atmosphere was so thick

that it was impossible to continue the survey. We remained there-
fore at anchor, The bottom was rocky & in consequence plenty of
fish: almost every man in the ship had a line overboard & in ashort
time a surprising number of fine fish were caught. I also got some
Corallines which were preeminently curious in their structure.
We had to day a beautiful illustration how useful the Barometer
is at sea. During the last three or four fine days it has been slowly
falling; the Captain felt so sure that shortly after it began to rise
we should have the wind from the opposite quarter, the South,
that when he went to bed he left orders to be called when the
Barometer turned.

a7th. Aceordingly at one o’clock it began to rise, & the Captain im-

mediately ordered all hands to be piped up to weigh anchor. In
the course of an hour from being a calm it blew a pale right on
shore, so that we were glad enough to beat off. By the morning
we were well out at sea; so with snug sail cared little for the breeze
or the heavy swell. If we had not [had] a Barometer, we probably
<hould have remained two hours longer at anchor, & then if the
gale had been a little harder, we should have been in a most
dangerous situation. As it was, the sea was very heavy &irregular;
it fairly pitched our Howitzer out of the slide into the sea. This
was not our only misfortune, as in weighing ship, we tore our
anchor into pieces & quite disabled it for use. During the night
the weather moderated & (28th) this morning we stood in again
for the shore. By the time we got within a few miles of the land
it was almost calm, but the swell from the ocean was extra-
ordinarily great. This is what might be expected from the gradual
shoaling of the water. The surf on the beach was proportionally
violent: for a quarter of a mile the sea was white with foam & a
cloud of spray traced for many miles the line of coast. As it was
impossible to take observations, we are this evening again stand-
ing out to sea, patiently to wait till the elements are quiet.

90th. The morning was thick with rain: but in the afternoon in

spite of the remaining swell, some miles of the coast were traced;

at night the weather looked dirty & we have stood out to sea.
This day last year I arrived home from N. Wales & first heard

of this voyage. During the week it has often struck me how dif-
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¢ ; ssent :
e wtewe fhen to what they areat prestil: | : I I T
ferent was my situation & 'f*f“ﬁ:illf .+ anvbody on the mountains this range scarcely two parts could be dts!mgmshul from cach
¢ is amusing to 1Imagine my surp Th o ext year you will be other: nothing interrupts the line of sand hillocks. Tomorrow we
of Wales had whispered to me, 215 FF0 - - S & natural shall be near to Baia Blanca; where 1 hope we shall remain some

beating off the coast of Patagonia. Andjic-th::m" {'.{‘-rummsl ngpee
scurrence it now appears to me. Nothing has made SO Vvl
it . d as those days of painful uncertainty;

time. This last week, although lost for surveying, has produced

o

« with which I recollect the most minute particulars, September 8rd, The weather has been tolerably fair for us; hlft in the

o o d of an year the appearancc of far shorter dura- evening the breeze was fresh & a good deal of sea, At this time, the

i e ; ?1;“ }*fv mind qu;s ¢rom month to month; the situation of the vessel was for a few minutes very dangerous. We

Em El?l:“r;ﬁf::hgr;gzrfian&l tﬂrthe many things which have came suddenly on a bank, where the water was VEEy shoal. It was
me .

a startling cry, when the man in the chains sang out, ** & a half,
two”. Our bottom was then only two feet from the ground ; if we
had struck, it is possible we should have gone to the bottom;*
the long swell of the open ocean would soon dash the strongest
timber into pieces. It is beantiful to see the quiet calm alertness
of the sailors on such occasions. We soon deepened our water
31st. By the middle of the day we got within surveying distance of when we altered our course. At present we are riding in a wild

the coast. We let go the anchor: but the sky clearing we soon had anchorage, waiting for the morning.

a regular dry S.W. wind. The anchor would not hold in the sand

and we were forced again to stand out. To night it has lulled, &

happened in it.

{usust 30th. Very wet day : about noon it fell calm, & we could hear
the surf roaring, although about six miles distant from the lt::eac%l.
The weather looked exceedingly threatening; but after all it did
not blow more than a stiff breeze during the night.

4th. We have remained all day at our anchorage: the weather has
been cloudy for some days past & it is almost necessary to obtain

we have anchored. Tomorrow I trust we shall be enabled to con- observations of the sun to ascertain our situation. I am throughily
tinue the survey, which has been interrupted for a week. At last tired of this work, or rather no work; this rolling & pitching about
I find myself decidedly much less afraid of sea-sickness, although with no end gained. Oh for Baia Blanca: it will be a white day
during two of the days I was on my “beam ends™. for me, when we gain 1it.

September 1st. The breeze freshened during the night & 1n the morn-
ing there was a good deal of sea. In heaving up the anchor, a
sudden piteh in the vessel broke 1t off just above the flues. It has

5th. We ran along 40 miles of coast & then anchored near to the
mouth of the Bay. During the day I took several curious marine

been a cloudless day: but with gl animals.
To .night we have EI'.!]’E]IIEI'EE']& EQSEE-DEIEIEEM Ir = api o teehi: 6th. In the morning we stood into the bay; but soon got entangled
chopped round to the North. S Rl L ‘11 the midst of shoals & banks; we came again to an anchor. At

this time a small Schooner passed near to us. An officer was sent
much as it was th ‘ : on board to procure information about the bay &c. The Schooner
vas the first in which the pr ospect of my joining the rl was a Sealer, bound from the settlement at Baia Blanca to the

:EEEE WOrE a prosperous appearance. Again in heaving up the Rio Negro; south of which she intended fishing for the Seals.
or (one of the best & largest) it broke off like the former ones:

] ' r oWy r
2nd. This day will always be to me a memorable anniversary; in as

it is supposed that th Mr Harris, a half partner & Captain, volunteered piloting us into
to rtsem];:.le mcll,:m&, ihﬂ hgtt‘?m consists of a clay so stiff as nearly the bay on condition of being carried up in a boat to the settle-
: at duning the night the flue of anchor works ment, where there was another Schooner bound for the same port,

into it, 50 1_:I:tat no power 1s able to wrench it
voyage it 1s a great loss, The wind blew

Sk e e mialegalt;; but under close * We have since had reason to think itwasa mistake of the Leadsman. [C.D.]
s of coast. Out of all

out. So early in the & in which he intended taking a passage. By Mr Harris’s assist-
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‘ved in the evening at a fine bay; where sheltered f’t;l:lln
B i red ship. Mr Harris gave us a great deal

«.ather, we moo : y
all bad weat’t bout the country. Baia Blanca has only

: e .
of useful information . . : sl
'r;it'n cettled within the last sIX years; previous to which

. : i
existence of the bay was not known. 1tis designed as a frontier

ins :ans & thus to connect Buenos Ayres to Rio
Eer;mu{;mﬁ&:l:eh:i ;:*dcl:f the old 5pﬂ.niﬂ1‘d:~?. befﬂ:re the ‘md:a-pl ender;;e,
Ehr latter was purchased from the native Flllﬁf of the p Ec:e. 1e
<ettlers at Baia Blanca did not follow this just example, & 1n c?né
sequence ever since a barbarous & cruel_wn.rfare has been carrie
on. But I shall mention more about this presently.

September Tth. In the morning the Captain, Rowlett, the Pllf}t & Rl
<ol started with a pleasant breeze for the Settlement: Ibis Cltant
about twenty miles. Instead of keeping the middle channel, we
<teered near to the Northern shore: from this cause & from the
number of similarislands, the pilot soon lost his reckoning. We took
by chance the first creek we could find: but following this for some
miles, it gradually became so narrow, that the oars touched on
each side & we were obliged to stop. These Islands rather deserve
the name of banks; they consist of mud which is so soft, that it
is impossible to walk even the shortest distance; in many the tops
are covered by rushes; & at high water the summits of these are
only visible. From our boat nothing within the horizon was to be
seen, but these flat beds of mud: from custom an horizontal ex-
panse of water has nothing strange in it; but this had a most un-
natural appearance, partaking in the character of land & water
without the advantages of either. The day was not very clear &
there was much refraction, or as the sailors expressed it, “things
loomed high”. The only thing within our view which was not
lﬁ‘vel. was the horizon; rushes looked like bushes supported in the
air by nothing, & water like mud banks & mud banks like water
W l‘rﬂ‘l difficulty 1:'11:: boat was turned in the little creek; & haﬁné
?::I‘-;d ﬁ?; ;lxe tide to rise, we sailed ‘strﬂ.ight over the mud banks
middle of the rushes. By heeling the boat over, so that the
edge was on a level with the water. it did not draw LR
foot of water, Ev : U more than a
el y En with thl_s we had much trouble in getting her
we arrived at tllfe aiz;m:vthlir;fsisﬂn;]m hﬂttum'. In the evening
= about four miles distant from
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the settlement. Here was a small schooner lying & a mud hut on
the bank. There were several of the wild Gaucho cn.vnh.':,r waiting
to see us land: they formed by far the most savage, picturesque
group I ever beheld. I should have fancied r]‘xyself in the IHJI:ld]E
of Turkey by their dresses. Round their waists icy had h:nghl:
coloured shawls forming a petticoat, beneath which were fringed
drawers. Their boots were very singular; they are made from the
hide of the hock joint of horses’ hind legs, so that it is a tube ‘W‘It.h
a bend in it, This they put on fresh, & thus drying on their legs 18
never again removed. The spurs are enormous, the I'-D'W'F]S IE:-emg
one to two inches long. They all wore the Poncho, which is [a]
large shawl, with a hole in the middle for the head. Thus equipped
with sabres & short muskets, they were mounted on powerful
horses. The men themselves were far more remarkable than their
dresses; the greater number were half Spaniard & I:_xdmn; some
of each pure blood & some black. The Indians, whilst gnawing
bones of beef, looked, as they are, half recalled wild beasts. No
painter ever imagined so wild a set of expressions. As the evening
was closing in, it was determined not to return to the vessel by
the night; so we all mounted behind the Gauchos, & started at a
hand gallop for the Fort. Our reception here was not very t:nrd‘ml,
The Commandante was inclined to be civil; but the Major,
although second in rank, appears to be the most efficient. He is
an old Spaniard, with the old feelings of jealousy. .He {m_uld not
contain his surprise & anxiety at a Man of War having arrived for
the first time in the harbor. He asked endless questions about
our force &e.. & when the Captain, praising the bay, assured him
he could bring up even a line of battle ship, Fhe old ‘gentlenfnn
was appalled & in his mind’s eye saw the British Marines taking
his fort. These ridiculous suspicions made it very disagreeable to
us; so that the Captain determined to start early in the morning
back to the Beagle. The Settlement is seated on a dead level turf
plain, it contains about 400 inhabitants, of which the greater
number are soldiers. The place is fortified, & good oceasion they
have for it. The place has been attacked several times by large
bodies of Indians. The war is carried on in the most barbarous
manner. The Indians torture all their prisoners & the Spaniards
shoot theirs. Exactly a week ago the Spaniards, hearing that the
main body of their enemies were gone to Northward, made an
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horses & some pPrisoners.
the head chief, the old Tc-riﬂnfl who :ms

¢ ¢ district for many years. When a prisoner, two
F:;:ﬂ ;Ii.:‘sgzﬂ{‘aciqucs came one after the other in hopes IDf
arranging a trealy of liberation. It was all the same (1;0 the
Spuniﬁ.rds; these three & 8 more Werc lead out & shﬂ?. n the
other hand, the Commandante’s son was taken some time since;
& being bound. the children (a refinement in I{I‘Llﬂit}-‘ I DETTEI‘ heard
of) prepared to kill him with nails & small knives. A Cacique then
<aid that the next day more people would be present & there
would be more sport, so the execution was deferred, & in the night

d a great herd of

excursion & seizc
;\.muugﬂ these was

he escaped. : _
A Spanish friend of Mr Harris's received us hospitably. His

house consisted in one large room, but it was cleaner & more com-
fortable than those in Brazil. At night I was much exhausted, as
it was 12 hours since I had eaten anything.

September Sth. We rode to the boat early in the morning; & with a
fresh breeze arrived at the ship by the middle of the day. Tt was then
reported to the Captain that two men on horseback had been re-
connoitring the ship. The Captain well knowing that so small a
paﬂi}- of Spaniards would not venture so far, concluded they were
Indians. As we intended to wood & water near to that spot, it was
absolutely necessary for us to aseertain whether there was any
carnp t here. Aceordingly three boats were manned & armed ; before
reaching the shore, we saw five men gallop along the hill & then
lli'!.lt: The Captain upon seeing this sent back the other two boats
w!shmg not to frighten them, but to find out who they ‘W{-:rr:,
When we came close, the men dismounted & approached tht;
hezfch; we immediately then saw it was a party of cavalry from
Baia Blanca. After landing & conversing with them they tol
they _had been sent down to look after the Indians I|'EI”}Thit;} 1{;:10“:.
;ir;l; degree was true, for we found marks of a fire; but their
purpose evidently was to watch us: this is t]
probable as the officer of the party steadil : iy T
Copbaint it ving faxed them Wit Lons s e oL@l th
€ing so suspicious, which they

denied, T 1vi
he Gauchos were very civil & took us to the only spot

he

:1; 1:: hi?ﬂrﬁ Was any chance of water. It was interesct

e har;,r people fully equipped for an expedition
€ ground at all times, & as they travel :

ing seeing
They sleep
get their food;

already they had killed a Puma or Lion; the tongue of which was
the only part they kept; also an Ostrich, these they catch by two
heavy balls, fastened to the ends of a long thong. They showed
us the manner of throwing it; holding one ball in their hands, by
degrees they whirl the other round & round, & then with great
foree send them both revolving in the air towards any object. Of
course the instant it strikes an animal’s legs it fairly ties them to-
gether. They gave us an Ostrich egg, & before we left them they
found another nest or rather depositary in which were 24 of the
great eggs. It is an undoubted fact that many female Ostriches
lay in the same spot, thus forming one of their collections. Having
given our friends some dollars they left us in high good humor &
assured us they would some day bring a live Lion. We then re-
turned on board. During the last two days the Captain has formed
a plan, which will materially affect the rest of our voyage. Mr
Harris is connected with two small schooners employed in sealing
& now at Rio Negro. He & the other Captain is well ackquainted
with the adjoining coast. The Captain thought this so fine an
opportunity that he has hired them both by the month & intends
sending officers in each who will survey this intricate coast; whilst
the Beagle (after returning to M. Video) will proceed to the South.
By this means the time spent on the Eastern coast will be much
<horter & this is hailed with joy by everybody. Mr Harris will
immediately go to Rio Negro to bring the vessels, & soon after
that we shall return to the Rio Plata.*

Sunday, September 9th. Inthe morning divine service was read on the

lower deck. After dinner a large party of officers went on shore to
see the country. Forthe first two miles from the beach, it is a sue-
cession of sand hillocks thickly covered with coarse herbage; then
comes the Pampas, which extend for many miles, & in the distance
is the Sierra de Ventana, a chain of mountains which we imagine
to be lofty. The ground was in every direction tracked by the
Ostriches & deer; one large one of the latter bounded up close
to me. Excepting these, death appeared to reign over all other
animals. I never saw any place before so entirely destitute of

living creatures.

10¢h. All hands have been busily employed to day; some surveying:

some digging a well for water & others cutting up an old wreck for
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1 &
' ' : t succeed i
| : walk with a rifle, but did no in
hinbad o eer & Ostriches; the latter made

.o I saw some d .
i [ also found a warren of the Agouti, or hare of

the Pampas; it is about the size of th::‘ English ones, but n its
habits resembles a rabbit. In the evening tllc_ Illﬁ‘rﬂhﬂllt_ﬁﬂhﬂﬂﬂer
arrived from the Settlement; bringing with it M_r Harris, bound
for Rio Negro; & our Spanish host who was invited to pay us a
visit. Mr Harris tells us that the Major’s fears are not yet quieted,
& that no one in the place, excepting our host, would venture to

shooting anytl :
an odd deep noise;

pay us a visit, . +
When the schooner sailed, Mr Rowlett accompanied her, in

order at Rio Negro to try to procure fresh provisions for the ship.

September 11th. Having proved to our Spanish friends that we were
not Pirates, the Captain with two boats started for the Settlement.
Nearly all the men were employed on shore; so that the ship was
left in as unusual as delightful a state of quietness.

12th. Went out shooting with Mr Wickham with our rifles. To my
great delight I succeeded in shooting a fine buck & doe. The
Captain’s servant shot three more. We were obliged to send a
boat’s crew to carry them to the shore. One of mine however was
previously disposed of. I left it on the ground, a substantial
beast, but in the evening the Vultures & hawks had picked even

the bones clean. In our walk I found also an Ostriche’s nest; it
contained only one egg,

13th. The ship’s anchorage was removed a few miles up the harbor
in order to be nearer a newly discovered watering place. Here we

shall remain some weeks: if the
. : 2 present clear dry weath
the time will pass very pleasantly. & i

14th. 1 am spending September in Patagonia, much in the same

manner as I should in England, viz, in R :

: » Viz. In shooting; ! :
ever there is the extra satisfaction of guIyeht cass oy
provisions to the ship’

affords the very best meat | eve
several miles within the interio
try remain the same, an und
coarse herbage, & which as i
level. The bottoms of some

r tasted., Whilst shooting, T walked
T3 tIﬁm general features of the coun-
tu(l;img{] sandy plain, covered with
L €nds, gradually becomes more

e vallies are green with clover;

=T
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it is by cautiously erawling so as to peep into these that the game
1s shot.

If a deer has not seen you stand upright, generally it is pos-
sessed with an insatiable curiosity to find out what you are; & to
such an extent, that I have fired several times without frightening
It away.

September 15th. The Spaniards whom we some time since thought

were Indians, have been employed hunting forus, & have generally
bivouacced near the coast. They offered to lend me a horse to ac-
company them in one of their excursions; of this I gladly accepted.
The party consisted of 9 men & one woman; the greater number
of the former were pure Indians, the others most ambiguous; but
all alike were most wild in their appearance & attire. As for the
woman, she was a perfect nondescript; she dressed & rode like a
man, & till dinner I did not guess she was otherwise. The hunters
catch everything with the two or three balls fastened to the thongs
of leather: the manner of proceeding is to form themselves into a
sort of crescent, each man less than a quarter of a mile apart; one
goes some way ahead & endeavours to drive the animals towards
the others & thus in a manner encircling them. I saw one most
beautiful chase; a fine Ostrich tried to escape; the Gauchos pur-
sued it at a reckless pace, each man whirling the balls round his
head; the foremost at last threw them, in an instant the Ostrich
rolled over & over, its legs being fairly lashed together by the
thong. Its dying struggles were most violent. The men then
formed a ring & drove to the centre several cavies; they only
killed one; but their riding was most excellent, especially in the
quickness & precision with which they turn. The horses are soon
fatigued from such violent exercise & it is necessary often to change
them & pick out fresh ones from the herd which always accom-
panies a party. At this time of year, the eggs of the ostrich is their
chief prize. In this one day they found 64—out of which 44 were
in two nests, the rest scattered about by ones or twos. They also
catch great numbers of Armadilloes. In the middle of the day
they lighted a fire & soon roasted some eggs & some armadilloes
in their hard cases. They had neither water, salt or bread; of the
two latter for weeks together they never taste; so that it makes
little difference to them where they live.

BD 7
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affected; 5
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I went on board. My feet were a good deal tired, the stirrup o
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sp small that even W ithout

<hoes I had difficulty in getting mdth;i

" re - FEredl oo
two first toes. The Gauchos always have these uncov
separate from the other three.

Sunday, September 161h. The party

eir property is on their

who went out to shoot fresh pro-
visions brought home 2 deer, 3 Cavies & an DST.I‘IIII.']{L W 13}; ;11{;11;:2
also a most wonderful number of fish were -::fmgllt; I} OnLE i ‘E o

than s tun weight were hauled up, including ten distinct sp 8.

7th & 18th. Have been employed during these two days nq:;h
various marine animals, which I procured from the beach & by
dredeing. What we had for dinner to day would sound very odd
in Ei;gl:nd . Ostrich dumpling & Armadilloes; the former mjmlld
never be recognised as a bird but rather as beef. The .r’:-.Tl’]:L.H.dIH{)ES
when, unlike to the Gauchos’ fashion, cooked without their cases,
taste & look like a duck, Both of them are very good.

10th. Walked to the plains beyond the sand hillock & shot some
small birds for specimens. It is a complete puzzle to all of us, how
the Ostriches, Deer, Cavies, &e. which are so very numerous, con-
trive to get water. Not one of us has seen the smallest puddle
(excepting the well which is 8 feet deep) & it is scareely credible
they can exist without drinking. I should think thissandy country
in the summer time must be a complete desert; even now 1n
spring & all the flowers in bud, the sun is very powerful, there
being no shelter & the heat being reflected from the sand hillocks.

20th. Staid on board.

21st, In the morning there was a good deal of wind; so that I did
not leave the ship.

E'Irlfri.q Had a very pleasant cruize about the Bay with the Captain
& Sulivan, ‘We staid some time on Punta Alta about ten miles
{from the ship; here I found some rocks. These are the first T have

seen, & are very Interesting from containin g numerous shells &

—
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the bones of large animals, The day was perfectly calm; the smooth
water & the sky were indistinctly separated by the ribbon of mud
banks: the whole formed a most unpicturesque picture. It is a
pity such bright clear weather should be wasted on a country,
where half its charms do not appear. We got on board just in time
to escape a heavy squall & rain.

Sunday, September 28rd. A large party was sent to fish in a creek
about 8 miles distant; great numbers of fish were caught. I walked
on to Punta Alta to look after fossils; & to my great joy, I found
the head of some large animal, imbedded in a soft rock. It took me
nearly three hours to get it out. As far as I am able to judge, it is
allied to the Rhinoceros. I did not get it on board till some hours
after it was dark.

24th. Employed in carefully packing up the prizes of yesterday. In
the morning one of the Schooners arrived, & the other is shortly
expected. They have had a very bad passage of 6 days. Mr
Rowlett brings back an exeellent account of Rio Negro. Nothing
could exceed the civility of the Governor & the inhabitants; 1t was
rendered the more striking from the contrast of our reception at
the fort of Baia Blanca.

25th. The schooner has been taken to the ereek. Mr Wickham & a
party of men have erected tents on shore & are living there, during
the refit of the vessel, I accompanied the little settlement & whilst
they were rigging the tents I walked to Punta Alta & again ob-
tained several fossils. I ecame quite close to an Ostrich on her
nest; but did not see her till she rose up & with her long legs
stretched across the country.

26th. The weather is most beautiful. Passing from the splendour of
Brazil to the tame sterility of Patagonia has shown to me how very
much the pleasure of exercise depends on the surroundingscenery.

27th. That no time may be lost during the altering of the schooner,
we have changed our anchorage & stood further out, so as to
survey some of the outer banks,

28th, 20th & Sunday 80th. We havebeen for these three days eruizing
about the mouth of the harbour. The two latter were boisterous,
& there was a considerable swell on the sea. I, as usual, was very
sick & miserable; my only comfort is, that two or three of the
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410 better & that like to mysell they always

hen first going out of harbor.

feel the motion W | ) o
1st. The morning threatened us with heavy 11::&1:11‘1”} B
ﬂc"T}rr *.;1- in a hail storm. We have anchored near Lo a € ,.dp .
W OV . . _ e SR
E.:'Lw]i the Captain intends to erect some land-mark as a g 1

entering the harbor. | : .

" the four whale boats. Dinner for all hands was ta ﬂttl, 2 .
intended to work at the land-mark all day -Z'l return in r‘n-: evening.
King & I went in one direction to geologize & Mr Bynoe :111 l?,n-
other to shoot. During our walk I observed the wind ad
treshened & altered its point; but 1 paid no further attention t’_D
it. When we returned to the beach, we found two of the bna:ts
hauled up high & dry & the others gone on l:{nard. '.I'hl.? Captain,
two hours previously, had had some difficulty in getting off & now
the line of white breakers clearly showed the impossibility. Ttas
an unpleasant prospect to pass the night with thin clothes on tl.m
bare ground; but it was unavoidable, so we made the best of it.
Mr Stokes & Johnson were left in command & made what arrange-
ments they could. At night no supper was served out; as we Were
18 on shore & very little food left. We made a sort of tent or
cereen with the boat's sails & prepared to pass the night. It was
very cold, but by all huddling in a heap we managed pretty well
till the rain began, & then we were sufficiently miserable.

ard. At day-break things wore a very bad appearance. The sky
looked dirty & it blew a gale of wind; a heavy surf was roaring
on the beach: & what was the worst of all, the men thought this
weather would last. The Beagle was pitching very deeply & we
thought it not impossible she would be forced to slip cable & run
out to sea, We afterwards heard she rode it out well, but that some
of the seas went right over her, although having 120 fathoms of
cable out. It was now time to look after our provisions: we break-
fasted on some small birds & two gulls, & a large hawk which was
{'mmfl dead on the beach. Our dinner was not much better. as it
f:;nﬂ:atcdiu a ﬁ5¥1 left by the tide & the bones of the meat ":l.*hich
hm:;:—; t:::tiTmEd 1':'.'1 Leep fnrrthe :mx‘.c. day. In the evening,

o great joy & surprise the wind lulled & the Captai
i his boat was able to come within s e
n some hundred yards of the

|
1
!

1882 BAIA BLANCA 105

coast: he then threw over a cask with provisions, which some of
the men swam out to & seeured. This was all very well; but against
the cold at night there was no remedy. Nothing would break the
wind, which was so cold that there was snow in the morning on
the Sierra de Ventana. I never knew how painful cold could be;
I was unable to sleep, even for a minute, from my body shivering
so much. The men also who swam for the provisions suffered ex-
tremely, from not being able to get warm again.

October 4th. By the middle of the next day we were all on board the
Beagle; & most throughily after our little adventure did we enjoy

its luxuries. In the evening we moved our anchorage and stood in
towards our old place.

5#h. Some of the men felt rather unwell, but none of us are made at
allill by it. The wind has been very light all day, & we have made
little progress.

6th. We beat up the channel against a strong breeze & anchored at
night in the old place opposite the well. The sand-hillock here is
christened ** Anchor-stock hill ™.

Sunday 7th. T walked to the creek where the tents are pitched for
preparing the Schooners, & slept there during the night. Wickham
has established quite a comfortable little town: an encampment
in the open air always has something charming about it. Even a
Gypsie’s hut in England makes me rather envious; but here, in
the wide plain, the little establishment made quite a picture. This
creek has been very useful for the vessels. The larger one is nearly
ready for sea, & the other will be so in a few days.

8th. The Captain had bought from the Gaucho soldiers a large
Puma or South American lion, & this morning it was killed for
ite skin. These animals are common in the Pampas; I have fre-
quently seen their footsteps in my walks. It is said they will not
attack a man; though they evidently are quite strong enough.
The Gauchos secured this one by first throwing the balls & en-
tangling its front legs; they then lassoed or noosed him, when by
riding round a bush & throwing other lassos, he was soon lashed
firm and secured.
After breakfast T walked to Punta Alta, the same place where
T have before found fossils. I obtained a jaw bhone, which con-
tained a tooth: by this I found out that it belongs to the great

e’
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e <+ but now I find
| . T knew to be venomous :
ake, which at the time 1 e I : *
:: Tual*: in its poisonous qualities the Rattle snake. tlln its strue
tm-:-1 it is very curious, & marks the pnf:e:eﬂ_gl:'. h-:‘-t"-:i cen dl; tfﬂnunh mdl
venomous &. the rattle epnkes. Its tail 15 terminated by a nar

oval point, & which, I observe, it vibra
a more perfect organ arc known to do.

October Oth. Staid on board. |
10th. In the morning therewasa fresh breeze, & I did not goon shore.

11th. Took a long walk In a straight line mto the interior; un-
interesting as the country 15, We certainly see it in by far _thﬁ 1‘3'35_13
time. It is now the height of Spring; the birds are all laying their
eggs & the flowersin full blossom. In placesthe ground 18 covered
with the pink flowers of a Wood Sorrell & a wild pea, & dwarf
Geranium, Even with this & a bright clear sky, the plain has a
dreary & monotonous aspect.

12th. To day I walked much further within the country; but all to
no use; every feature in the landscape remains the same. I found
an Ostriche's nest, which contained 27 eggs. Each egg eq uals m
weight 11 of 8 common hens; so that the quantity of food in this
nest was actually the same as 297 hens' eggs. We had some dif-
fieulty in getting on board; as there was a very fresh breeze, right
in our teeth.

18th, Sunday 14th & 15th. On Sunday the Schooners came down
f'rmn the creek & anchored alongside. Their appearance is mueh
improved by their refit; but they look very small. “La Paz™ 18
the largest, carrving 17 tuns; La Liévre only 11}. Between the
two l]le,' have 15 souls. Mr Stokes & Mellersh are in La Paz;
?fh[r Wiekham & King in the other. They sail on Wednesday. T l::}t:-];
e e e
whale party will und e En o [l 'I = efreici =
Rz Inl: s dergo many privations; the ecabinin the smaller
will be tf]pﬁ;u;:v %l;?tlz &r %f{:t oo PR
we meet them at Rio '"l_?ﬁc::grc; iiﬂ:lfﬂ Iz-.li!i:L s P

; e bay of St Blas.

tes as those possessed with
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October 16th. Again I walked to Punta Alta to look for fossil bones:
on the road I crossed the track of a large herd of the Guanaeo or
American Camel: the marks were as large as a cow, but more eloven.
We laid in a good stock of fresh provisions for sea, as 6 deer were
shot & great numbers of fish caught.

17th. The Beagle & the two Schooners, forming a little fleet, sailed
together & anchored at night in the entrance of the Bay.

18th. We continued to sound. At noon the Schooners made sail for
the South; we gave them three hearty & true cheers for a farewell.

19th. The Captain landed for half an hour at Monte Hermoso, (or
Starvation point as we call it) to take observations. I went with
him & had the good luck to obtain some well preserved fossil
bones of two or three sorts of Gnawing animals. One of them
must have much resembled the Agouti, but it is smaller. We are
now at night pressing on for the Rio Plata,

20{h. The wind is very light.

Sunday 21st & 22nd. During these two days it has been a thick fog,
with light breezes. We are all getting anxious for the moment of
receiving letters to arrive. Moreover, there is another substantial
reason; our bread fails us on next Sunday, at present all hands are
on a 2/3 allowance. The detainment from the Schooners is the
cause of the miscaleulation in the stores.

23rd. The fog cleared away, only to disappoint us with an un-
favourable breeze.

924th. The night was pitch dark, with a fresh breeze. The sea from
its extreme luminousness presented a wonderful & most beautiful
appearance; every part of the water which by day is seen as foam,
glowed with a pale light. The vessel drove before her bows two
billows of liquid phosphorus, & in her wake was a milky tram.
As far as the eye reached the crest of every wave was bright; &
from the refleeted light, the sky just above the horizon was not so
utterly dark as the rest of the Heavens. It was impossible to be-
hold this plain of matter, as it were melted & consuming by heat,
without being reminded of Milton's deseription of the regions of
Chaos & Anarchy.

a5ih. A fair breeze, right aft; we have not for the last 24 hours gone
less than 6 knots an hour. It may sound strange, but it is neces-
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: o to be some time in a ship, before he understands
sary for 8 prr‘- favourable wind; it 1s something like the pleasure
11'-'""‘"1{:'5‘ mli‘itﬂnlthﬂugh with no Pﬂﬂiﬂﬂm end in view; & this
;t!‘u:al::tinustw be solely [h-ri‘rm’l from habit. In tl.wh:-'.s;n"]m G
during a fair breeze, nothing can be more dﬂig_ tful than the
general cheerfulness which pervades the whole ship:

October 26th. The day has been very cloudy: but what are clouds &

gloom to those who have just heard from their friends at home.
My letters from Shrewsbury are dated May 12th & June 28th.
Hé{:fi\'ing letters unfits one for any occupation; so that I have
done nothing but read the newspapers; it is rather a laborious
undertaking & to make it tolerable it requires the high interest
of the present politicks of England.®

o7th. Went to the city to purchase some things.

Sunday 28th. Rode with Mr Hammond to dine with a friend of his,
who has an Estaneia in the country, The town is built on a pro-
montory & for two or three miles behind it an irregular suburb
extends, It is in this neighbourhead alone that the ground is en-
closed. On each side of us the hedges were composed of enormous
Agaves & in the vacant places were large Cacti. I have seldom
seen anything more strange to an Europzan eye than the ap-
pearance which from this cause the fields presented. The house of
the gentleman (Mr Grenville) with whom we were going to dine,
Was ﬁijcmlnifed in the open camp; but from the large orchards sur-
o T L
Aourished with rrn;at lum;*i‘ance- t}:,e tf Sjl S Y AR
lightfully Shﬂd': walks . ?*fumer;:nuq D]'? atter f{JI‘mEﬂ: most de-
tﬁﬂ:-‘.c— V"-.fﬂ' m‘-'-{.'h ]‘(‘SEI'I'!}::][* R “;. HE‘HFEE were 1n flower:
il e et E- 2 Ie};g 1th§ eaves are however
the ship. Mr Grenville is one jr:::fpi:hﬂ ﬂf? e

w Englishmen who has

served under the Brazilian fla :
g, & who is a gentle :
a poor but gnnd lemiiy & WS ns gy 44 man, He is of

e :
many others) enticed out by ry young man (amongst

. Lord Cocl :
: | chrane when he s
hilians, Subsequently to this, Mr Grenville had t}f:if;flft]"li:z

of a large ili ' 51

S ffnaﬂri?:cﬂn frigate, & in it fought some gallant actions. He

Spanish lady W‘?’di: '|VEW pleasant, & what is very rare d{}m;z-stic
Y- With her he got the Estaneia, where he i< r;:}w Bk
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October 29th, Walked round the fortifications; & entered the country
through the gate by which the English took M. Video. The degree
to which the ground near to the city is strewed with the bones of
cattle & horses, is truly astonishing & quite corresponds to the
annual vast export of hides. In the evening dined with Mr Parry
& met there Cap. Paget of the Samarang. Our old friend the
Samarang came here a few weeks after we sailed to the South:
the Druid having gone to England.

80th. We got under weigh carly in the morning for Buenos Ayres,
but a fresh breeze right in our teeth lasted the whole day: so that
when we anchored at night, we had not made much progress.

31st. A beautiful day: but the wind has been steadily against us.
In the evening all the ropes were coated & fringed with Gossamer
web. I caught some of the Aeronaut spiders which must have
come at least 60 miles. How inexplicable is the cause which in-
duces these small insects, as 1t now appears in both hemispheres,
to undertake their aerial excursions.

November 1st. A calm delightful day. I know not the reason, why
such days always lead the mind to think of England & home. It
would seem as if the serenity of the air allowed the thought with
greater ease to pass & repass the long interval.

2nd. Passing the Guard-ship (who this time treated us with greater
respect) we anchored at noon in the outer roads. The boats were
lowered & a large party of officers went on shore; the landing 1s
very awkward; from the shoalness of the water a cart is obliged
to come a long way out to meet the boat. We immediately went
out riding: there is no way of enjoying the shore so throughily as
on horseback: after being for some months in a ship, the mere
prospect of living on dry land is very pleasant, & we were all
accordingly in high spirits. It is from this eause, I suppose, that
most foreigners believe English sailors are all more or less mad.

8rd. The city of Buenos Ayres is large, & 1 should think one of the
most regular in the world. Every strect is at right angles to the
one it crosses; so that all the houses are collected into solid squares
called “quadras’. On the other hand the houses themselves are
like our squares, all the rooms opening into a neat little eourt.
They are generally only one story high, with flat roofs; which are
fitted with seats & are much frequented by the inhabitants in




¢ the town is the Plaza, where all the publie

| ral &ec. are. It was here that the old Vian.
“m“’?'_fgﬁrﬁﬁhrﬁﬂ]uﬂmh The general assemblage of huiri!g,,
r.;.}-sln csps considerable architectural beauty, although none
ings P’-’;IT doso. In the evening went out riding with Hammongq
individually the camp; in England any one would pro-

i vain tried to reach ;
:ufnw the roads quite impassible; but the bullock waggons dq

wontinue to crawl slowly on, & man however generally goes ahead
io survey which is the best part to be attempted. I do notsuppose
they travel one mile per hour, & yet witlf tlns‘tlm bullocks are
much jaded: 1t 15 a great mistake to imagine with the improved
roads and increased velocity of travelling, that in the same pro-
portion the cruelty towards the animals becomes greater, For
some miles round the town the country is enclosed by ditches &
hedges of Agave or Aloes with Fennel. One ride is sufficient to
account for the horror which the few English gentlemen who re-
side here express for Buenos Ayres. In our ride we passed the
public place for slaughtering the cattle: the beasts were all
lassoed in the Corral, so that there was no skill shown. The only
thing which surprised me is the wonderful strength of horses com-
pared to bullocks. After being caught round the horns, one horse

dragged them to any distance; the poor beast after vainly in its

efforts ploughing up the ground to resist the force, would dash at

!«.'E.m:-l-:. & stands so firmly as almost to throw the bullock down
;}I;E& :;;zncur;lle's to the end of the lasso. When brought to the spot
& then I:ur:gi;: 3‘1. m]:ltad“{' with ETEHF caution cuts the hamstrings
e, !’hg i ed sticks them; it is a horrible sight : the ground

o1 ones, & the men, horses & mud are stained by blood:

: R Walked into several of the Churches, & ad-
miree 1 3
hmtel[;h;t];?g:fncﬁ Of the decorations for which the city is cele-
reign during ther.gs:; ble not torespect the fervor which appears t0
The effect is he; atholic service as compared with the Protestant.

: lflghtﬂnl:d b} the qu]ﬂlit}f of all ranks. The Spﬂ.ﬂiﬂh
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full speed to one side: the horse immediately turns to receive the
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it is very poor. In the evening went out riding with Hamond; we
saw the first starting of a troop of waggons for Mendoza. Changing
the bullocks, they travel day & night, but even with this it takes
50 days. These waggons are very narrow & long; they are thatched
with reeds & stand on wheels, the diameter of which is 10 feet,
They are drawn by 6 bullocks, which are urged on by a goad at
least 20 feet long. It is suspended within the roof, so that it can
be easily used; the point is sharp & for the intermediate bullocks
a small point projects downwards. For the wheel bullocks a short
goad is kept in the waggon. All this apparatus at first looks like
implements of war,

November 5th. Rode about 6 leagues into the camp, to an English

Estancia. The country is very level & in places from Willows &
Poplars being planted by the ditehes, much resembled Cambridge-
shire, Generally it is open & consists either of bright green turf or
large tracts of a very tall Sow-thistle, (8 or 9 feet high). Even the
veryroads were burrowed by the Viseache. This animal is nocturnal
in its habits; in structure it is allied to the Cavies, having gnaw-
ing teeth & only three toes to its hind legs; it differs in having a
tail, The holes made by this animal yearly cause the death of many
of the Gauchos. As Head mentions, every burrow is tenanted by
a small owl, who, as you ride past, most gravely stares at you.

6th. Spent the day in shopping & in gaining information relative

to the geology of the country. I trust when the Beagle returns
for the winter to the Rio Plata I shall be able to make some long
excursions in this unpicturesque but curious country. Buenos
Ayres is an excellent place for making purchases. There are many
shops kept by Englishmen & full of English goods. Indeed the
whole town has more of an European look than any I have seen
in 8. America. One is called back to the true loecality, both by the
Gauchos riding through the streets with their gay coloured
Ponchos, & by the dress of the Spanish ladies. This latter, although
not differing much from an English one, is most elegant & simple.
In the hair (which is beautifully arranged) they wear an enormous
comb; from this a large silk shawl folds round the upper part of
the body. Their walk is most graceful, & although often dis-
appointed, one never saw one of their charming backs, without
erying out, “how beautiful she must be™.=
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November Tth. We expected to have gone on board to day, but from
: had weather & other causes, the ElllFlng ::uf thfvlimglr: has been
deferred for a few days. In the evening {;.ﬂpt: FitzRoy & myself
dined at Mr Gore’s, the English Chargé d'affaires. We had a very
pleasant evening: we met there Colonel Harcourt Vernon, one of
the most rare instances of a tourist leaving the beaten tracks of
Europe. He has already travelled in Egypt & having a strong
wish to see Tropical scenery came to Rio de Janeiro. And as he
says, one walk amidst the glories of Brazil well repays the trouble
of crossing the Atlantie. Colonel Vernon is now going to under-
take a most laborious journey, namely to cross the Pampas to
Lima, from whenee to Mexico & so home.

8th. In the evening went to the Theatre; I did not understand one
word: vet, (&) which I should think was different from other
languages —it sounded most distinet & energetic. We saw here
the universal eustom amongst the Spaniards of separating the
women from the men. In the boxes they are together, but the
pit is full of men & the gallery of women. The price for the boxes
is about 14 pence or two paper dollars: for the rest of the house
it is only one, or sevenpence of English money.

Oth. Called with Capt. FitzRoy on Donna Clara or Mrs Clarke. The
history of this woman is most strange. She was originally a hand-
JOME young woman, transported for some atrocious crime. On
liumﬂ the ;ﬂﬁﬂt‘l‘ﬁhlp on its passage outwards, she lived with the
_-11.]:-1: ;;T]; ?ﬂmf -t:]me' before coming to the Latitude of Buenos
a .;.;] .|; .:ul:d nned with the rest E:f the convict women to murder
b (‘a;t:ifp.gt:zg\ ?hfc;r Ism]?rs} she with her own hands
| : » % DY the help of a few sailors brought the shi
::Lu fr;ufn;s ;l;.Tf*r:. At_‘ter.this she married a man of fnns;:;:rj;ig
perty & now inherits it. Erffryhndv séems to have forgotten

her
wours she underwent in

now in the ( Jastrous attempt (our flags are
decrepid wirii::d:‘ &1;1 0 take this city. Mrs ':'iﬂl!kf:fiﬂ now E:. old
most ferocions ﬂ';ir:; ] Fi{l masculine face, & evidently even yet a
bang them q] S < .Er commonest expressions are “I would

' O T would kil him, Sir"! For smaller

offences, “T wo
e uld cut their fingers off
looks as if she would rather do :111:; Eﬁaa{:’;{rﬁa‘mThe othyolcac
’ Say so,

nursing our soldiers after the disast
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November 10th, Breakfasted with Mr Gore & at noon went on board -
in the evening made sail for Monte Video, but as the night was
dirty came to an anchor.

Sunday 11th. The wind is unfavourable & we do not make much
progress. Every day is now of consequence, as it is one out of the
summer.

12th & 18th. The wind continues dead in our teeth & although
carrying on night & day we get on very slowly. In the evening it
blew hard & we dropped anchor,

14th. This morning we entered the harbor at noon; after having

fairly eonquered as foul a wind as ever blew. I received letters
dated July 25, August 15th & 18th.

15th. Spent the whole day in the city.

16th. The dilatory method of doing business in this place again de-
tained me all morning; in the evening enjoyed with Hamond a
delightful gallop over the grassy plains. We called on our way
back on a Spanish family. Here I first saw the well known & uni-
versal custom, of the young ladies giving to the gentlemen present
a rose; the Signoritas make their little present with much grace
& elegance. The Signora at the same time, tells you with due
formality, to consider the house as your own.

17th. Boisterous weather; glad should I be, if the day for taking an
everlasting farewell of the Rio Plata was near at hand.

Sunday 18th. After divine service on board, I took a quiet ride over
the open plains which border the river.

19th. Employed in packing up specimens of Natural History for
England.

20th. Went out collecting on the Mount. In the course of my walk
I eame quite close to two of the great lizards of this country.
From the nose to end of tail the length must have been at least
3 feet.

21st. All day long provisions & stores are hoisting in; never, without
excepting Plymouth, have I seen the ship, even the quarter deck
[more] crowded with all sorts of things. I am glad of it, for I am
impatient to be again at sea. I suspect however before our return
there will be oftener oceasion for patience than for the contrary

extreme,
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oond. Rode with Mr I-Ianmn_d ‘tr:- ‘t-he Rio St L‘_lﬂi-ﬁ-; the
distance is about 12 miles & the pﬂ;:'h llji S ?‘“ undl}lﬂtmg Plain
of turf. On our return we were ob l:[___J:E* 0 1gE bf:::'m: mlle:s round tg
avoid one of the great I}?dﬁ g th;_h.t.lﬂ.s. SR quite Impgs.
sible, as they are armed ""”tt_l lfmg. I}HEMES’ % growiclose together
to the height of six feet. Riding is the only source of enjoyment
in this country.

937d. At night there was a grand ball given in order to celebrate the
re-establishment of the President. It was a much gayer seene
than I should have thought this place could have produced; the
desire which the inhabitants have on such occasions of appearing
splendidly dressed is excessive: & to gratify it the ladies will spare
no sacrifices. The music was in very slow time & the dancing,
although most formal, possessed much gracefulness. The ball was
given in the Theatre; nothing surprised me so much as the
arrangements of the house; every part not actually occupied by
the dancers was entirely open to the lowest classes of society; so
that all the passages to the boxes, back parts of the pitt, were
filled by any Emple who liked to look on; & nobody ever seemed
even to imagine the possibility of disorderly conduct on their

parts,. How different are the habits of Engli
Jubilee nights ! nglishmen, on such

114
Navember

24th. Went to the Theatre & heard the opera of Cenerentola.™

Su:]dzgliadu;; Rode with Mr Parry to Las Pietras; a pretty village

pretty in this coumter 1y Singular shape. One calls a yillage

a Imﬁdred f. untry, if it possesses a dozen fig trees & is situated
26th. The shi cet above the general level.,

. The s :

without Izl:iit p,];n%:fr d“'ﬁlgh at noon, but we anchored at night

painful scene on h.;; ;l et Tihﬂ occasion of this delay caused &

s Dl:”'mg the morning the heat on shore

1 of wh :n,:ﬁ Glerﬁh%“ than that of the Tropics.

o namely that the Ha Mr Daniell has ascertained to be the

difference between the heat of the sun’s

ravs & tem
g Perﬂturt {}f -
becomes higher & in ﬂthL atmosphere increases as the latitude

¥ 'Iinm it happens tlia thgreater ratio than the temp. decreases.

. "I EXpOsed to th ¢ thermometer would actually rise higher

tEproves hoy r::mﬁPletl?lT; "‘uLﬂﬂdﬂn than under the Equator; also
“allthe effects of ol

climate depend on mean
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temperature. The day had been beautiful, but the barometer fore-
told a change, so that in a calm we anchored & struck our top
gallant masts. It was not in vain, a little after 10 o'clock the
squall struck us & it blew heavily all night.

November 27th. The morning was dirty, but the afternoon was fair
& we ran up the river about 80 miles in order to pump in fresh
water. Anchored off the clilfs called Santa Maria.

28th. A beautiful day; but the fair wind of yesterday is now foul.
We sail direct for the bay St Blas, where we appointed to meet
the Schooners by the 20th of this month. After meeting them we
push directly onwards to Terra del Fuego, so that we may not
loose any more of these precious long days. I thank our good
fortune that the Mount is at last out of sight; & I sincerely trust
we may not see its outline for several months to come.

20th & 30th. Beautiful days, calm sea, & a fine breeze; what can the
heart of man desire more?

December 1st. In the evening the weather looked threatening; &
during the first watch there was a strong breeze; it died away in a
baffling ecalm, which the sailors call the “Doldrums s

Sunday 2nd. A cloudy day with a strong breeze.

8rd. We anchored at night not far from the entrance of St Blas.
Within a few miles the two Schooners were at anchor. Mr Wick-
ham came on board & reports all well in the vessels. They had a
fine passage from Bahia Blanca; but during the month they have
been surveying these coasts, there has been much dirty weather;
& u little wind soon raises a great sea. The report of the Bay of San
Blas is 5o bad, that I suppose we shall not enter it.

4th. We ran down alongside the Schooners; & all the necessary
business between them & the Beagle was carried on with the
greatest activity. The morning passed away most merrily in hear-
ing & relating everything which has happened since we parted.
The coast, however, on which the Schooners have been employed
seems to be even more uninteresting than that of Bahia Blanca.
The instructions for the next three months are as follows :—
Mr Wickham, after cauking La Liévre at R. Negro, runs up B.
Blanca: returns immediately & joins Mr Stokes, who will be em-
ployed in this neighbourhead. They then in company sail for Port
Desire: & from that point, these little vessels will survey the coast
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- A1l meet them there in March;
Negro. i%lil?;iaﬁ;:;ﬂi,luur whole fleet intend lying
mg“ the officers dined together in tl{t: gun-room;
Beagle made sail. We are now with a rattling
i seudding for Nassau Bay, behind Cape
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up to Rio
which month be
snug in the river. A
<oon after which the
breeze & & bright mo

Horn. . ,
December 5th & 6th. During these two d::-lightful days we have been

gliding onwards; but at a very slow pace. 1 hajfe heen employed
Fu examining some small Crustacea: most of which are not only of

new genera, but very extraordinary ones.

#th & 8th. Fine, light weather.
Sunday 9th. From the high irregular swell, there :l'ﬂuEt hEI:\"E‘ ’E:-e&n
bad weather to the South, so that we are lucky in escaping it.
10th. A strong breeze; at noon we were a little to the South of Port
Desire.

11th. The Barometer had given good warning of a change of
weather: it is the anniversary of our first attempt to get out of
the English channel, & as on that day we were met by a heavy
breeze from the S.W. With me the association was perfect though
not very satisfactory, between the two days: my stomach plainly
declared it was of terrestrial origin & did not like the sea.

12th. Tt continued to blow fresh & in the middle of the day suddenly
freshened into the heaviest squall I have ever seen. Luckilyit gave
us good notice, so that every thing was furled & the ship put be-
fore the wind; it is always interesting to watch the progress of a
squall; the black eloud with its rising arch, which gives passage
to the wind; then the line of white breakers, which steadily ap-
proaches, till the ship heels over & the squall is heard whistling
through the rigging. The climate during the few last days has
undergone a complete change, The temp. varies from 45° to 507,
& the air has the bracing feel of an English winter day. But the
most curious thing is to see the hammocks piped down at half

nfter seven & the sun some way above the horizon: it is a spectacle
we have not beheld for the last 15 months.

1 . .
3th, In the evening the wind veered round & became fair: we are

however some lea
gues further North than we ]
s0 much for those uniucky South Westers WerekTicdarE SRR
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December 14th. Light variable wind, generally against us,

15th. Very foggy; every thing conspires to make our passage long.

This evening the low land South of the Straits of Magellan was
just visible from the deck.

Sunday 16th. We made the coast of Tierra del Fuego a little to the

South of Cape St Sebastian, & then altering our course ran along
a few miles from the shore. The Beagle had never visited this part
before; so that it was new to every body. Ourignorance whether
any natives lived here, was soon cleared up by the usual signal of
a smoke; & shortly by the aid of glasses we could see a group &
some scattered Indians evidently watching the ship with interest.
They must have lighted the fires immediately upon ebserving the
vessel, but whether for the purpose of communicating the news
or attracting our attention, we do not know. The breeze was fresh
& we ran down about 50 miles of coast & anchored for the night.
The country is not high, but formed of horizontal strata of some
modern rock, which in most places forms abrupt cliffs, facing the
sea. It is also intersected by many sloping vallies, these are
covered with turf & scattered over with thickets & trees, so as to
present a cheerful appearance. The sky was gloomy & the atmo-
sphere not clear, otherwise the views would in some places have
been pretty. At a great distance to the South was a chain of lofty
mountains, the summits of which glittered with snow. We are at
anchor to the South of St Paul’s head.

17th. The Ship rolled so much during the night from the exposed

anchorage, that there was no comfort to be obtained. At daylight,
which is about 8 o’clock, we got under weigh & with a fair breeze
stood down the coast. At Port St Policarpo, the features of the
country are changed; high hills clothed in brownish wood take
the place of the horizontal formations. A little after noon we
doubled Cape St Diego & entered the famous Straits Le Maire,
We had a strong wind with the tide; but even thus favoured it
was easy to perceive how great a sea would rise were the two
powers opposed to each other. The motion from such a sea is
very disagreeable; it is called *“pot boiling™, & as water boiling,
breaks irregularly over the ship’s sides. We kept close to the
I'uegian shore; the outline of the rugged inhospitable Staten land
was visible amidst the clouds. In the afternoon we anchored in
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ety of Fucgians were wateh-

the bay of Good Suceess; here
| peak overhanging the sea

>, 0 il
doubling the Northern entrance, 8 1

wohed on A wild
S it |.r ‘-‘-fr‘: P{r{l = § AR ﬂll H rﬂ.n 1..] L'
Ing. o th:j.- { by wood. As WE [mmd by they prang =p
& surroundet b

T I a loud sonorous shout; this
waving their cloaks of sKins all. :tT[::::::j o e e i 08
they r:untimu_-d‘ for a lﬂug«t: k e s ndl /their Gy & 200R
the harbor, & just before m:;.f t,hf Wigwam which they built for
sgw their fire at 111? mtrn;:n?cm i weist/on shoreito T
the night. After Tm;i]te 'i thlI‘ saw showed how different this
\».-atenn:g_p!;fn;l ttllfe ;grﬁspﬂ'ldi"g zone in tl:le Nnrjchern Hemi-
country %S i delightful being at anchor in so wild a country
EPII{'I_.E‘ 0 : --tl ‘I:E'l"'r' name of the harbor we are HE)W. lt'f,
b Al ‘coovery; more especially as it 1s
recalls the idea of & ¥ey8ec . oCE capt. Cook anchored in on
le from being the NIs .
[tl;-:zifl:nrii; & from thE accidents which happeni&d to Mr Ba..nks jl
Dr Solander.® The harbor of Good Success 1s a fine pl?]-‘j:;
water & surrounded on all sides by low mountains of slate. ese
are of the usual rounded or saddle-backed shape, such as oceur 1n
the less wild parts of N. Wales. They differ remarkably from the
latter in being clothed by a very thick wood of evergreens almost
to the summit. The last time Cap. FitzRoy was here was il
winter: he says the landseape was of the same brownish tint &
but little more snow on the hills. The Barometer had been very
low & this evening it suddenly rose 3/10 of an inch, & now at
night it is blowing a gale of wind & rain, & heavy squalls sweep
down upon us from the mountains. Those who know the com-
fortable feeling of hearing the rain & wind beating against the
windows whilst seated round a fire, will understand our feelings:
it would have been a very bad night out at sea, & we as well as
others may call this Good Success Bay.

December 18th. The Captain sent a boat with a large party of officers
tocommunicate with the Fuegians. Assoon as the boat came within
hail, one of the four men who advanced to receive us began to shout
most vehemently, & at the same time pointed out a good landing
place. The women & children had all disappeared. When we landed
the party h_mked rather alarmed, but continued talking & making
gestures with great rapidity, It was without exception the most
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curious & interesting speetacle I ever beheld. I would not have
believed how entire the difference between savage & eivilized man
1s. It is greater than between a wild & domesticated animal, in
as much as in man there is greater power of improvement. The
chief spokesman was old & appeared to be head of the family; the
three others were young powerful men & about 6 feet high, From
their dress &e. &e. they resembled the representations of Devils on
the Stage, for instance in Der Freischutz, The old man had a
white feather cap, from under which, black long hair hung round
his face. The skin is dirty copper colour. Reaching from ear to
ear & including the upper lip, there was a broard red coloured
band of paint; & parallel & above this, there was a white one; so
that the eyebrows & eyelids were even thus coloured. The only
garment was a large guanaco skin with the hair outside. This was
merely thrown over their shoulders, one arm & leg being bare;
for any exercise they must be absolutely naked. Their very atti-
tudes were abject, & the expression distrustful, surprised &
startled. Having given them some red cloth, which they im-
mediately placed round their necks, we became good friends. This
was shown by the old man patting our breasts & making some-
thing like the same noise which people do when feeding chickens.
I walked with the old man & this demonstration was repeated be-
tween us several times. At last he gave me three hard slaps on the
breast & back at the same time, & making most curious noises.
He then bared his bosom for me to return the compliment, which
being done, he seemed highly pleased. Their language does not
deserve to be called articulate. Capt. Cook says it is like a man
clearing his throat; to which may be added another very hoarse
man trying to shout & a third encouraging a horse with that
peculiar noise which is made in one side of the mouth. Imagine

these sounds & a few gutterals mingled with them, & there will

be as near an approximation to their language as any European

may expect to obtain. Their chief anxiety was [to] obtain knives;

this they showed by pretending to have blubber in their mouths

& cutting instead of tearing it from the body: they called them in

a continued plaintive tone cuchilla,—probably a corruption from

a Spanish word. They are excellent mimies, if you cough or yawn

or make any odd motion they immediately imitate you. Some of

the officers began to squint & make monkey like faces; but one of

8-2
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ﬂ r‘l‘ ¥ L.
b b ose face WS paintt'ﬂ black with w hlte‘ band
the young rm::ﬂﬁ st successful in making still more hideous
N ﬁ sOng wWas struck up, 1 H"U“Eht they wnuld_ have
When a 5005 & with equal delight they viewed

elves to waltz with one

grimaces. VWA et
fallen down with astomshment;

' i diately began thems

dancing and immediatel) :

U:.I:[ uﬂicfﬁ They knew what guns were & much dreaded them,
i ic ] '

& nothing would tempt them to tflk[" one in their hund*.::. Jlt.-':m;m"_t,f
.in the boat with us; 1t Was interesting to watch their
]_;utlstimntf'ﬂt'’:*'1,;[::1I They immediately pereeived the difference &
E:]]d l-:"::.Lm.:'h cnm'uﬁati;m between themselves on the suh:!t:ﬂl:,. The
old man then began a long harangue to Jemmy:, Wh_c' said 1t G
inviting him to stay with them; but the ]anggagc is rather dif-
ferent & Jemmy could not talk to them. If FhEIr dress & appear-
ance is miscrable, their manner of living is still more so. Their food
chiefly consists in limpets & muscles, together with seals & a few
birds: they must also catch occassionally a Guanaco. They seem
to have no property excepting bows & arrows & spears. 'li‘hmr
present residence is under a few bushes by a ledge of rock: 1t 15 no
ways sufficient to keep out rain or wind; & now in the middle of
summer it daily rains & as yet each day there has been some sleet.
The almost impenetrable wood reaches down to high water mark;
so that the habitable land is literally reduced to the large stones
on the heach: & here at low water, whether it may be night or day,
these wretched looking beings pick up a livelihood. 1 believe if
the world was searched, no lower grade of man could be found.
The Southsea Islanders are civilized compared to them, & the
Esquimaux, in subterranean huts, may enjoy some of the comforts
of life. After dinner the Captain paid the Fuegians another visit.
'I.'hl:.}' received us with less distrust & brought with them their
timid ehildren. They noticed York Minster, (who accompanied us)
in the same manner as Jemmy, & told him he ought to shave, &
yet he has not 20 hairs on his face, whilst we all wear our un-
I':inmmad beards, They examined the color of his skin; & having
e e e

an'6dd trithns of astoricl - Lherr "n:n"hl::lﬂ conduct was suc
be more laughable & ir;ilfﬁiﬁﬂnt'ﬁ llmltatmn, Lt ot cm._lld
being examined & Eﬂmpan;:d ?‘Et} 1e tallest man was plfaased :mth
tried his best to get on rat] ith a tall sca-man, in doing this _he
| . 1er higher ground & to stand on tip-

toes. He opened his mouth to s} 5 et P
10w his tecth & turned his face
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en profil; for the rest of his days doubtless he will be the beau ideal
of his tribe. T'wo or three of the officers, who are both fairer &
shorter than the others (although possessed of large beards) were,
we think, taken for ladies. I wish they would follow our supposed
example & produce their “squaws”. In the evening we parted
very good friends; which I think was fortunate, for the dancing
& “sky-larking  had oceassionally bordered on a trial of strength.

December 19th. 1 determined to attempt to penetrate some way into

the country. There is no level ground & all the hills are so thickly
clothed with wood as to be quite impassable. The trees are so close
together & send off their branches so low down, that I found ex-
treme difficulty in pushing my way even for gun-shot distance.
I followed therefore the course of a mountain torrent; at first from
the cascades & dead trees, I hardly managed to crawl along; but
shortly the open course became wider, the floods keeping clear the
borders. For an hour I continued to follow the stream, & was well
repaid by the grandeur of the scene. The gloomy depth of the
ravine well accorded with the universal signs of violence. In every
direction were irregular masses of rock & uptorn trees, others de-
cayed & others ready to fall. To have made the scene perfect,
there ought to haye been a group of Banditti. In place of it, a
seaman (who accompanied me) & myself, being armed & roughly
dressed, were in tolerable unison with the surrounding savage
Magnificence. We continued ascending till we came to what 1
suppose must have been the course of a water-spout; & by its
course reached a considerable elevation. The view was imposing
but not very picturesque, the whole wood is composed of the
antaretic Beech (the Winter's bark & the Birch are comparatively
rare). This tree is an evergreen, but the tint of the foliage is
brownish yellow: hence the whole landscape has a monotonous
sombre appearance; neither is it often enlivened by the rays of
the sun. At this highest point the wood is not quite so thick; but
the trees, though not high, are of considerable thickness. Their
curved & bent trunks are coated with lichens, as their roots are
with moss: in fact the whole bottom is a swamp, where nothing
grows except rushes & various sorts of moss. The number of de-
caying & fallen trees reminded me of the Tropical Forest. But in
this still solitude, death instead of life, is the predominant spirit.
The delight which I experienced, whilst thus looking around, was
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~owledge that this part of the forest had never

increased by the k
before been traversed by mal.

9 was very anxious to ascend some of the mountains in
Dcﬂ:ﬁ'{:ﬁl‘;t :;E ;\]I';i,w plants & insects. The one which I pa‘rtl‘y
ascended yesterday was the nearest, & Capt. FitzRoy 1_:h1nks it is
certainly the one which Mr Banks ascended, although it cost him
i lives of two of his men & very nearly that of Dr SﬂlandeF.
[ determined to follow a branch of the watercourse, as by this
means all danger of losing yourself even in the case of a snow
ctorm is removed. The difficulty of climbing was very great: as
the dead & living trunks were S0 close, that in many places _lt was
necessary to push them down to make a path. 1 thﬂ‘ﬂl gained a
clearer place & continued following the rivalet. This at last
dwindled away, but having climbed a tree I took the bearing of
the summit of the hill with a compass & so steered a straight
course, 1 had imagined the higher I got, the more easy the
aseent would be; the case however was reversed. From the effects
of the wind. the trees were not above 8 or 10 feet high, but with
thick & very crooked stems: I was obliged often to crawl on my
knees. At length T reached what I imagined to be green turf; but
was again disappointed by finding a compact mass of little beech
trees about 4 or 5 feet high. These were as thick as Box in the
horder of a lower garden. For many yards together my feet never
touched the ground. I hailed with joy the rocks covered with
Lichens & soon was at the very summit. The view was very fine,
expecially of Staten-land & the neighbouring hills; Good Success
Bay with the little Beagle were close beneath me, In ascending
the bare summit, I came close to two Guanaco, & in the course
of my walk saw several more. These beautiful animals are truly
Illl'-‘ll‘h':hlr:t their habits, & in their wildness well become the sur-
:?Ulidlllg lam:l_sr:ape. I cannot imagine anything more graceful
noise they mak i at it hike a thorough bred hunter. The
i i'ml:f ;:1*: 5 ery peculiar & s:?mr:?v]mtr resembles the neigh-
distant & ridge connected this hill with one several miles

s much more lofty, even so that snow was lvi :

the day was not far ady dI . was lying on 1t; as
lvanced I determined to walk there & collect

on the road. Some t { HLL0 WAtk Lhere on col S0
ime after I left this hill (Bank’s Hill, Capt.
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FitzRoy), a party of 6 from the ship reached it, but by a more
difficult path; but in descending they found an easier. After two
hours & a half walking I was on the top of the distant peak; it was
the highest in the immediate neighbourhead & the waters on each
side flowed into different seas. The view was superb, & well was
I repaid for the fatigue. I could see the whole neck of land which
forms the East of Strait Le Maire; from Cape St Diego as far as
the eye could reach up the N.W. coast; & what interested me
most was the whole interior country between the two seas. The
Southern was mountainous & thickly wooded; the Northern ap-
peared to be a flat swamp & at the extreme N.W. part there was
an expanse of water, but this will be hereafter examined. It
looked dirty in the S.W. & I was afraid to stay long to enjoy this
view over so wild & so unfrequented a country. When Sir J. Banks
ascended one of these mountains it was the middle of January,
which corresponds to our August & is certainly as hot as this
month, & even with the occurrence of a snow-storm, the mis-
fortunes they met with are inexplicable. The snow was lying on
the E.S.E. side of the hills, & the wind was keen, but on the lee
side the air was dry & pleasant. Between the stony ridges & the
woods there is a band of peat bogs & over this the greater part of
my track lay; but nearly all the difficulty was avoided by follow-
ing a regular path which the Guanaco frequent: by following this
I reached in much shorter time the forest & began the most
laborious descent through its entangled thickets. 1 collected
several alpine flowers, some of which were the most diminutive
I ever saw; & altogether most thoroughly enjoyed the walk.

December 21st. The Beagle got under weigh at 4 a.m. & doubtless to

the grief of the Fuegians. Thesame evening we were with themthey
departed in a body, but yesterday they returned with a reinforce-
ment of natives who most likely came to beg for * Cuchillas”. We
doubled Cape Good Success, then the wind fell light & it became
misty. So calm a sea & atmosphere would have surprised those
who think that this is the region where winds & waters never cease
fighting.

99nd. In the morning watch it freshened into a fine Easterly wind;

which is about as lucky & rare an event as getting a prize ticket
in a lottery. We soon closed in with the Barnevelts; & running
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t with its stony peaks, about 8.0 clock doubleq

aten Cape Horn. The cw_:nintq was calm & bright
& we enjoyed & fine view of the surrounding isles. The height of
the halls varies from 7 or 800 10 1700, & together tlm:_r.,v fm‘-m a grand
irregular chain. Cape Horn, however, demanded l;l_lii tribute & by
night sent us a gale right in our tectl}. (28rd.) With close TFEfEd
<ail the Beagle made good weather of it; & much to her credit fe]l

nothing to Jeeward.

December 24th. In the morning of the 24th Cape Horn was on our
weather bow. We now saw this notorious point inits proper form,
veiled in a mist & its dim outline surrounded by a storm of wind &
water. Great black clouds were rolling across the sky & squalls of
rain & hail swept by us with very great violence: so that the Captain
determined to run into Wigwam cove. This harbor 1s a quiet
little basin behind Cape Spencer & not far from Cape Horn. And
here we are in quite smooth water; & the only thing which reminds
us of the gale which is blowing outside, is the heavy puffs or
Whyllywaws, which every 5 minutes come over the mountains,
as if they would blow us out of the water.

st Cape Decel
the nld-m-at!wr-hr

25th. This being Christmas day, all duty is suspended, the scamen
lm:-llc forward to it as a great gala day; & from this reason we Te-
mained at anchor. Wigwam Cove is in Hermit Tsland; its situation
55_Fﬂiﬁtﬂd out by Kater's Peak, a steep conical mountain 1700 feet
high, which arises by the side of, & overlooks the bay. Sulivan,
Hamond & myself started after breakfast to ascend it; the sides
were very steep so [as] to make the climbing very fatiguing, &
gp::;t; ‘::ErEﬂth]J;k with tht? Antarctic Beech. I'rom the summit a
% dis fEm Eﬂ :En]l[f::.;;dﬁ might be obtained of the surrounding isles
tion of the chain l:;[ t‘ll;“—ﬁﬁflands Hoid ARDe tobe the termn_m-
el BhD e the e fﬂ;h‘ndﬁ; t.t}ﬂ mountain tops only ]namg
region we could scarcelv ”’[ilt_ looking mund'mu this il:lh{:rspltﬂblﬁ
return on board, we *.*-'E}r:ielét that man existed on it (O o
This we knew to be impos *‘?_11 N pad b e from the ship-
mouth of the harboy &PEIM:I e, as the Beagle is anchored E:t thlﬂ
ose under a lofty peak, behind which 18

Kater's, As i
' t was -
rock on this hill, certam men had been seen crawling OVeEr the

position, all gyr ;h:,:"' must l_]a‘iTE been Fuegians. From their
parties were in view; & what must have been
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their feelings of astonishment—the whole of Wigwam Cove re-
sounded with guns fired in the Caverns at the Wild fowl: we three
also screaming to find out echos; Sulivan amusing himself by
rolling down the preeip[ic]es huge stones, & I impetuously ham-
mering with my geological tools the rocks. They must have thought
us the powers of darkness; or whatever else, fear has kept them
concealed, Wigwam Cove has frequently been visited; it was
named by Mr Waddell. The Chanticleer, with Capt. Forster re-
mained here some months; the remains of the tent where he
swung the Pendulum exist yet.

The sky looked ominous at sunset; & in the middle of the night,
the hands were turned up to let go another anchor, for it blew a
tremendous gale.

December 26th. The weather continues unsettled & most exceedingly

unpleasant; on the hills snow falls, & in the vallies continued rain
& wind. The temperature in day-time is about 45° & at night it
falls to 88° or 40°; from the continued cloudy state of the atmo-
sphere, the sun’s rays seldom have much power. Considering this
is the middle of the summer & that the latitude is nearly the same
as Edinburgh, the climate is singularly uncongenial. Even on the
fine days, thereis a continual succession of rain or hail storms; so
that on shore there is not a dry spot.

97th, 28th & 29th. To our great loss, the weather during these three

days has been very bad, with much rain & violent squalls from
the S.W. Yesterday the Captain went to reconnoitre the bays
formed by the many islands at the back of Hermit's. I accom-
panied him, but the weather is so bleak & raw, as to render
boating rather disagreeable. We ascended some of the hills, which
as usual, showed us the nakedness of the land.

In most of the coves there were wigwams; some of them had
been recently inhabited. The wigwam or Fuegian house is in
shape like a cock of hay, about 4 feet high & circular; it can only
be the work of an hour, being merely formed of a few branches &
imperfectly thatched with grass, rushes &ec. As shell fish, the chief
source of subsistence, are soon exhausted in any one place, there
s a constant necessity for migrating; & hence it comes that these
dwellings are so Very miserable. It is however evident that the
same spot at intervals, is frequented for a succession of years. The
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wigwam 18 g:-n-:mll_u.' built on 1}1hillm-1-: of E.}‘It‘”f-‘ .,f:; hﬂl:.h.!’:ﬂ, a large
ass weighing many tuns. 'ﬁlld celery, Seurvy -grass, & other
plants invariably grow on th}s heap :uf manure, so th.ﬂt hl:’ the
brighter green of the vegetation the site of a wigwam is pointed

out even at a great distance. |

The sea is here tenanted by many curious birds, amongst
which the Steamer is remarkable; tlnx.[w] a large sort of goose,
which is quite unable to fly, but uses its wings t_ﬂ flapper along
the water; from thus beating the water 1t takes its name. Here
ulso are many Penguins, which in their habits are like fish, so
much of their time do they spend under water, & when on the
<urface they show little of their bodies excepting the head; their
wings arc l:n{-r[*i}* covered with short feathers. So that there are
three sorts of birds which use their wings for more purposes than
flying; the Steamer as paddles, the penguin as fins, & the Ostrich
spreads its plumes like sails to the breeze.
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December 80th. Remained at anchor.

81sf. The sun having at last shown itself at the proper time, ob-
servations were obtained, & as the weather did not look quite so
bad we put to sea.

January 1st. For this & the following day we had a moderate wind
from the old quarter S.W. ; we all thought that after so mueh bad
weather we should at least have a few fine days; the wind lulled
& we h_ﬂilEd with joy a light air from the East. But in a couple of
l}ﬂu{f-; it veered to the North & then blew a strong gale from the
S.W. This is always accompanied by constant rain & a heavy
sea; & now (2nd, 8rd,) after four days beating we have scarcely
g‘;‘m’ﬂ ic IEE;EUE.; C;;‘m_ there be imagined a more disagreeable way
- EP"‘TI”E s Whilst weathering the Diego Ramirez rocks, the

tagic gave an unusual instance of good sailing; with close reefed

topsails & courses & a great ,
) at sea ru -
she made 7} knots. 43 nning, close hauled to the wind,

4th-9th, ‘ :
& nighli;]?z;g Iii:uktlhﬂ? precious days we have been beating day
Eress is g fur::utt; —;r“ s terly winds. The cause of our slow pro-
counterbalances / ml.l 15 always setting round the coast & which
ces the little which ean be gained by beating up

against strong winds &
: a h : : :
rocks it blew strong, & in ;‘;1};3:-\:11‘ ter passing the Ildefonsos

e were rather to leeward of
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them. After this the wind was steady from the N.W. with much
rain, & we drifted down to the Latitude of 57° 28’, On the 8th it
blew what sailors term a strong gale (it is the first we have had);
the Beagle is however so good a sea boat, that it makes no great
difference. To day (9th) the weather has been a little better, but
now at night the wind is again drawing to the old quarter. We
doubled Cape Horn on the 21st, since which we have either been
waiting for good, or beating against bad weather, & now we
actually are about the same distance, viz. a hundred miles, from
our destination. There is however the essential difference of being
to the South instead of the East. Besides the serious & utter loss
of time & the necessary discomforts of the ship heavily pitching
& the miseries of constant wet & cold, I have scarcely for an hour
been quite free from sea-sickness. How long the bad weather may
last, 1 know not; but my spirits, temper, & stomach, I am well
assured, will not hold out much longer.

January 10th. A gale from the S.W.
11th. A very strong breeze, with heavy squalls; by carrying a press

of sail, we fetched within a mile of Christmas Sound. This rough
precipitous coast is known by a mountain which from its castel-
lated form was called by Capt. Cook, York Minster. We saw it
only to be disappointed, & violent squall forced us to shorten sail
& stand out to sea. To give an idea of the fury of the unbroken
ocean, clouds of spray were carried over & precipice which must
have been 200 feet high.

12ih. A gale with much rain, at night it freshened into a regular

storm. The Captain was afraid it would have carried away the
close reefed main topsail. We then continued with merely the try-

sails & storm stay sail.

Sunday 18th. The gale does not abate: if the Beagle was not an ex-

cellent sea-boat & our tackle in good condition, we should be n
distress. A less gale has dismasted & foundered many a good ship.
The worst part of the business is our not exactly knowing our
position: it has an awlkward sound to hear the oflicers repeatedly
telling the look out man to look well to leeward. Our horizon was
limited to a small compass by the spray carried by the wind; the
sea looked ominous; there was so much foam, that it resembled
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a dreary plain covered by pﬂschrs of drif t{‘{;l slnu*'-!;‘l;\’iuit ‘::;[:;iwz:
heavily labouring, it was curtous 1tn see how the A DA% = -
'.\‘idl.‘l_\: expanded wings, glided right up the wind,

Noon. At noon the storm Was at its height; & we began to
cuffer; a great sea struck us & came on l:'n:mrd'. the after tackle
of the quarter boat gave way & an axe h-::-mgrﬂ'!:ltﬂlﬂl?d they were
instantly obliged to cut away one of the beautiful whale boats; th:e
came sea filled our decks so deep, that if another had followed it
< not difficult to guess the result. It is not easy to imagine what
o state of confusion the decks were in from the great body of
water. At last the ports were knocked open & she again rose
buoyant to the sea. In the evening it moderated & we made out
Cape Spencer (near Wigwam Cove), & runningin, anchored hehind
false Cape Horn. As it was dark there was difficulty in finding a
place; but as the men & officers from constant wet were much
tired, the anchor was “let go" in the unusual depth of 47 fathoms.
The luxury of quiet water after being involved in such a Warring
of the elements is indeed great. It could have been no ordinary
one, since Capt. FitzRoy considers it the worst gale he was ever
in. It is a disheartening reflection that it is now 24 days since
doubling Cape Horn, since which there has been constant bad
weather, & we are now not much above 20 miles from it.
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January14th, The winds certainly are most remarkable; after such a
storm as yesterday's, it blew a heavy gale from the 5.W. As we are
in smooth water it does not somuch signify. We stood tothe North
to find an harbour; but after a wearying search in a large bay did
not fucFeed. IJ find I have suffered an irreparable loss from yester-
day’s disaster in my drying paper & plants being wetted with salt
water. Nothing resists the force of an heavy sea: it forces open
dlur-i & sk:;_ Iig!zts, & spreads universal damﬁg&. iﬂrﬂne but those
‘;{; lli!;;ji:?:ll ;-,k]zt;nw the miseries of a really heavy gale of wind.

) p the Beagle out of them.

15th. Standing to the East, we found a most excellent anchorage in

Eﬁ:ﬁi ]?,-{:-l:;nd & moored ship, secure from wind & sea, We shall
St ﬂam here some .weeks as the Fuegians & Matthews are
T disaqtr:]? &t, there will be some boat expeditions. The object
Fuﬂgi&n__if ok ];;. tEm]::I: to get to the Westward was to ¢o to the
Button’s & mos mﬁ}“ s—country. Where we now are is Jemmy

nost luckily York Minster from his free choice intends
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to live here with Matthews & Jemmy. Goeree Sound is situated
by Lennox Island & near to the Eastern entrance of Beagle
Channell.

January 16th. The Captain took two boats to search for a good place

for the settlement. We landed & walked some miles across the
country. It is the only piece of flat land the Captain has ever met
with in Tierra del Fuego, & he consequently hoped it wonld be better
fitted for agriculture. Instead of this it turned out to be a dreary
morass only tenanted by wild geese & a few Guanaco. The section
on the coast showed the turf or peat to be about 6 feet thick &
therefore quite unfit for our purposes. We then searched in dif-
ferent places both in & out of the woods, but nowhere were able
to penetrate to the soil; the whole country 1s a swamp. The Cap-
tain has in consequence determined to take the Fuegians further
up the country. This place seems to be but sparingly inhabited.
In one place we found recent traces, even so that the fire where
limpets had been roasted, was yet warm. York Minster said it had _
only been one man; “very bad man” and that probably he had
stolen something. We found the place where he had slept. It
positively afforded no more protection than the form of a hare.
How very little are the habits of such a being superior to those of
an animal. By day prowling along the coast & catching without
art his prey, & by night sleeping on the bare ground.

17th & 18th. Spent in preparing for a long excursion in the boats.

In consequence of the impossibility of finding any ground fit for
cultivation, the Captain determined to take the whole party to
J. Button’s country in Ponsonby Sound.

16th. In the morning three whale-boats & the Yawl started with a

fair wind. We were 28 in number & the yawl carried the outfit
given to Matthews by the missionary society. The choice of
articles showed the most culpable folly & negligence. Wine glasses,
butter-bolts, tea trays, soup turins, mahogany dressing case, fine
white linen, beavor hats & an endless variety of similar things,
shows how little was thought about the country where they were
going to. The means absolutely wasted on such things would have
purchased an immense stock of really useful articles, Our course
lay towards the Eastern entrance of the Beagle Channel & we
entered it in the afternoon. The scenery was most curious & inter-
esting; the land is indented with numberless coves & inlets, & as




e

2 1883
A DEL FUEGO
130 TIRH

- vor is always calm, the trees actually st}-etch their I:uzlmghs,
the “ﬂtﬁ-1|t water. In our little flect we glided alnng‘lhﬂ we
oy dl'.l_uf ;?E 1:'rt'ﬂiﬂl;~ a corner snugly concealed by _5"“"“ islands.
E(II:::- 1;1:::1 pitched our tents & lighted our fires. Hnt}uﬂﬂ' cm:tldq:lmk
more romantic than this scene; the glassy water of thE‘ tm-':."-. ﬂkm
boats at anchor; the tents supported by the oars, & the smoike

curling up the wooded valley formed a picture of quiet & re-

tirement.

January 20th. We began to enter {0 day the part of the country
which is thickly inhabited. As the channel 1s ﬂ.ﬂt generally IO
than three or 4 miles broard, the constant succession of f{'esh objects
quite takes away the fatigue of sittmg_ S0 many hnm:s in one posi-
tion. The Beagle Channel was first discovered by Capt. FitzRoy
during the last voyage, so that it is probable the greater part of t}EE
Fuegians had never seen Europ®ans. Nothing could exceed their
astonishment at the apparition of our four boats; fires were lighted
on every point to attract our attention & spread the news. Many
of the men ran for some miles along the shore. 1 shall never forget
how savage & wild one group was. Four or five men suddenly
appeared on a chiff near to us; they were absolutely naked & with
long streaming hair. Springing from the ground & waying their
arms around their heads, they sent forth most hideous yells. Their
appearance was so strange, that it was scarcely like that of earthly
inhabitants. We landed at dinner time; the Fuegians were not at
first inclined to be friendly, for till one boat pulled in before the
athers, they kept their slings in readiness. We soon delighted them
by trifling presents such as tying red tape round the forehead; it
is very easy to please, but as difficult to make them content; the
last & first word is sure to be * yammerschooner” which means
“give me”’. At night we in vain endeavoured to find an un-
inhahited cove; the natives being few in number were quiet &
lnuFft:nraive. (21st.) In the morning however, a fresh party having
arrived, they became troublesome; some of the men picked up
st'cme:«'. & the women & ::hi‘ldrrizn retreated; I was very much af raid
"I";;rh:'lg'l-ﬂg have had a El{lm:llﬁh; it would have been shocking to
o sznd::tch o e et
~ structive that it would have been absolutely neces-

sary. In treating with savages, Europzans labor under a great
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disadvantage untill the cruel lesson is taught, how deadly fire-
arms are. Several times when the men have been tired & it was
growing dark, all the things have been packed up to remoye our
quarters; & this solely from our entire inability to frighten the
natives. One night the Captain fired double barrelled pistols close
to their faces, but they only rubbed their heads, & when he
flourished his cutlass, they were amused & laughed. They are such
thieves & so bold eannabals that one naturally prefers separate
quarters,

The country on each side of the channel continues much the
same; slate hills, thickly clothed by the beech woods, run nearly
parallel to the water. The low point of view from a boat & the
looking along one valley & thus loosing the beautiful succession
of ridges, is nearly destructive to picturesque effect.

January 22nd. After an unmolested night in what would appear to be

neutral ground between the people we saw yesterday & Jemmy's,
we enjoyed a delightful pull through the calm water. The Northern
mountains have become more lofty & jagged. Their summits are
partially covered with snow & their sides with dark woods; it was
very curious to see as far as the eye ranged, how exact & truly
horizontal the line was at which trees ceased to grow. It precisely
resembled on a beach the high water mark of drift sea-weed. At
night we arrived at the junction with Ponsonby Sound: we took
up our quarters with a family belonging to Jemmy's, or the
Tekenika people. They were quiet & inoffensive & soon joined the
seamen round a blazing fire. Although naked they streamed with
perspiration at sitting so near to a fire, which we found only com-
fortable. They attempted to join Chorus with the songs, but the
way in which they were always behind hand was quite laughable.
A eanoe had to be despatched to spread the news & in the morning
a large gang arrived.

28rd. Many of them had run so fast that their noses were bleeding,

& they talked with such rapidity that their mouths frothed, & as
they were all painted white, red & black, they looked like so many
demoniacs, who had been fighting. We started accompanied by
12 canoes, each holding 4 or 5 people, & turning down Ponsonby,
soon left them far behind. Jemmy Button now perfectly knew
the way & he guided us to a quiet cove, where his family used
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; : to find that Jemmy had quite
1. We were SOITY to
formerly to reside.

. oc far as talking. He could however
forgotten his Iquﬁlﬂﬁ;;ﬂﬁ:;;md. It was pitiable but laughable,
understand a little EI1 - brother® in English & ask him in Spanish
to hear him talk f:ﬂ “i &g do not suppose any person exists with
ther he ulider]_:tz?{lan.glmg ¢ as poor Jemmy, his own language
a htF}.EE lish ornamented with a few Spanish words,
-& hl'h h?:g J emmy heard that his father was dead; but
almost lmmtl_"lllg‘l‘ dt; e ]{in* A fhat e et
as he hf.ld e e lt;ﬂut it. He comforted himself with
expect it & not Iﬂl:l{'h care a o : B
tional reflection **me no help it™. Jemumy €0 ‘
i : his father, as it is their constant habit
put any pm'tmu]ﬂrs about his father, S +
never to mention the dead. We believe they are S L
the woods: anyhow Jemmy will not eat ]and. birds because the;f
live on dead men. This is one out of many instances where his
prejudices are recollected, although language ft?rgﬂtt311. ‘Wheq we
arrived at Woollya (Jemmy’s cove) we found it far befrﬂier suited
for our purposes than any place we had hitherto seen. There was
a considerable space of cleared & rich ground, & doubtless
European vegetables would flourish well. WL‘: found a strange
family living there, & having made them friends, Fh&}r in tl:fe
evening sent a canoe to Jemmy’s relations. We rema}ned in this
place till the 27th, during which the labors of our little cnlﬂn??
commenced. On the 24th the Fuegians began to pour in, Jemmy's
mother, brothers, and uncle came; the meeting was not so inter-
esting as that of two horses in a field.?® The most curious part was
the astonishing distance at which Jemmy recognized his brother’s:
voice, To be sure their voices are wonderfully powerful. 1 really
believe they could make themselves heard at treble the distance
of an Englishman. All the organs of sense are highly pﬁrféﬂtﬁﬂ;:
satlors are well known for their good eye-sight, & yet the Fuegians
were as superior as another almost would be with a glass. When
Jemmy quarrelled with any of the officers, he would say ‘“me see
ship, me no tell”. Both he & York have invariably been in the
ng}mt, even when objects have been examined with a glass. Every-
ilqu ﬂ:cn!': on very peacibly for some days. Three houses were
g gardens dug & planted; & what was of more conse-
quence the Fuegians were very quiet & peacible. At one time there

* Man violently erying along side. [C.D.]

whe
such a
fﬂl‘gﬂttfﬂ-
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were about 120 of them; the men sat all day long watching our
proceedings & the poor women working like slaves for their sub-
sistence. The men did not manifest much surprise at anything &
never even appeared to look at the boats. Stripping for washing
& our white skins, seemed most to execite their attention. They
asked for everything they saw & stole what they could. Dancing
& singing absolutely delighted them. Things thus remained so
quiet, that others & myself took long walks in the surrounding
hills & woods. On the 27th, however, suddenly every woman &
child & nearly all the men removed themselves & we were watched
from a neighbouring hill. We were all very uneasy at this, as
neither Jemmy or York understood what it meant, & it did not
promise peace for the establishment. We were quite at a loss to
account for it. Some thought that they had been frightened by
our cleaning & firing off our fire-arms the evening before; perhaps
it had some connection with a quarrell between an old man & one
of our sentries. The old man being told not to come so close, spat
in the seaman’s face & then retreating behind the trench, made
motions, which it was said, could mean nothing but skinning or
cutting up a man. He acted it over a Fuegian who was asleep &
eyed at the same time our man, as much as to say, this is the way
I should like to serve you. Whatever might have been the cause
of the retreat of the Fuegians, the Captain thought it advisable
not to sleep another night there. All the goods were therefore
moved to the houses & Matthews & his companions prepared to
pass rather an aweful night. Matthews behayved with his usual
quiet resolution: he is of an eccentrie character & does not appear
(which is strange) to possess much energy & I think it very doubt-
ful how far he is qualified for so arduous an undertaking. In the

evening we removed to a cove a few miles distant & in the morning

returned tothesettlement. (28th.) We found everything quiet; the

canoes were employed in spearing fish & most of the people had

returned, We were very glad of this & now hoped everything

would go on smoothly. The Captain sent the Yawl & one Whale

boat back to the ship; & we in the other two re-entered the Beagle

channel in order to examine the islands around its Western en-

trance. To everyone’s surprise the day was overpoweringly hot,

so much so that our skin was burnt; this 1s quite a novelty in

Tierra del Fuego. The Beagle Channel is here very striking, the

nD 9
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& to the West extends to the
straight a channel & 10 length nr-:m*l;.«' 120
.I1-:-nc-mr:uml. We were reminded thatit :-'as
/ hit : outin
.f the sea, by the number of Whales which wex ;:;Enu twg
“”;' T[;ll Lm: dirr:ctin::rls. The water is so deep that on¢ I g
in difiere

* e - v . ] ‘.‘_ Df thE
< were swimming within a stone’s throy

134
view both ways 18 not
Pacific. So narrow &
miles, must be a rarc p

intercepted,

; ; whale _ e
ﬂ;;l;tﬂ;‘:”w evening having pitched our tents, unfortunately
o .

arty of Fuegians appeared. If these har'har*lﬂn's ‘“ el E;l;ll;:lz;i?
E;J.ri:;zuau-“- it would have been easy, 85 we were au;}:&{er S
bers, to h:'.'e pushed them away & -?i}hged them 1:-:1v_1 EE!EE&EE e
~crt:;in line: but their courage is like that of a w1 i d‘:.ridual
:muld not think of theirin feriority in nun‘::hm:i,] hut;iz E1 11; -;lﬂ, o
- : h vour brains out with a , A
:‘;ﬂi El?:ii:tﬂ;fl tsjia; similar circumstances to tear you. Wc{:
<ailed on till it was dark & then found a quiet nook 1; télllled%‘rez
object is to find a beach with pebbles, for they are bo : j; -
vield to the body, & really in our hlank_et bags we pass;;l 13,;
comfortable nights. It was my watch till one o .Elﬂﬂ'[{. 1e1'-:;
something very solemn in such scenes: the consciousness rushes
on the mind <in) how remote a corner of the globe you are then 1.
All tends to this end; the quiet of the night is only wtem.;pteﬁ by
the heavy breathing of the men & the cry of the might b11'ds;'1:he:
osecasional distant bark of a dog reminds one that the Fuegians
may be prowling close to the tents ready for a fatal rush.

January 29th. Inthe morning we arrived at the point where the chan-
nel divides & we entered the Northern arm. The scenery becomes
very grand. The mountains on the right are very lofty & r:-::a?ErE_'.'fl-
with a white mantle of perpetual snow. From the melting of this
numbers of cascades poured their waters through the woods mnto
the channel. In many places, magnificent glaciers extended from
the mountains tothe water’s edge. Icannotimagine anything more
beautiful than the beryl blue of these glaciers, especially when
contrasted by the snow, The oceurrence of glaciers reaching to the
water’s edge & in summer, in Lat. 56° is a most curious phe-
nomenon: the same thing does not oceur in Norway under Lat.
70%. ¥rom the number of small ice-bergs the channel represented
in miniature the Arctic ocean. One of these glaciers placed us for

a minute in most imminent peril. Whilst dining in a little bay
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aboul half a mile from one & admiring the beautiful eolour of its
vertical & overhanging face, a large mass fell roaring into the
water. Our boats were on the beach; we saw a great wave rushing
onwards, & instantly it was evident how great was the chance of
their being dashed into pieces. One of the seamen just got hold
of the boat as the curling breaker reached it: he was knocked over
& over but not hurt & most fortunately our boat received no
damage. If they had been washed away, how dangerous would

our lot have been, surrounded on all sides by hostile savages &
deprived of all provisions.*”

January 30th. The scenery was very grand, we were sailing parallel
as1t were to the backbone of Tierra del [Fuego], the central granitie
ridge, which has determined the form of all the lesser ones. It was
a great comfort finding all the natives absent; the outer coast
during the summer is on account of the seals their chief resort.
At night we had miserable quarters; we slept on boulders, the

intervals being filled up with putrefying sea-weed, & the water
flowed to the very edge of the tent.

31st. The channel now ran between islands; & this part was entirely

unknown; it rained continually & the weather well became its bad
character.

February 1st & 2nd. The country was most desolate, barren & unfre-
quented: we landed on the East end of Stuart Island, which was
our furthest point to the West, being about 150 miles from the ship.

Sunday 8rd. Miserable weather; we proceeded by the outside coast

to the Southern entrance or arm of the Beagle Channel & thus
commenced our return.

4th & 5th. Nothing happened till the evening before reentering
Ponsonby Sound. We met a large body of Fuegians, & had a
regular auction to purchase fish. By the means of old buttons &
bits of red cloth, we purchased an excellent supper of fish.

6ih. Arrived at the settlement. Matthews gave so bad an account
of the conduct of the Fuegians that the Captain advised him to
return to the ship. From the moment of our leaving, a regular
system of plunder commenced, in which not only Matthews, but
York & Jemmy suffered. Matthews had nearly lost all his things;
& the constant watching was most harassing & entirely prevented

g-2
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thing to obtain food &ec. Night & day lﬂ}‘gc
srrounded his house.* One day, having

-« the place, he returned with a 13[_’5“
gt amold man o e e DL L waned wih
stone 1N l-m].;u-l &. o of the younger men & Jemmy's brother
stones .S.t_t-lﬂ ii:ﬂtt]'-.lfwﬁ thuught- it was only to rob him & he met
o m?tli?gjrt:ﬁcnta 1 cannot help thinking that more WesnIodl
lhﬂr! “l_ll nTEd by signs they would strip him & Eluc_k all the llﬂ.u:ﬂ
LTtI: zxfhhi:. face & l:;ud}-'. I think we returned just in time 10 saveiis

life, The perfect equality of all the iqlmhﬂants will Fﬂlr m?]":i',; E‘;ﬂ;ﬁ
o heir eivilization, even a shirt or other a:rtu: ¢ o g
Pn-‘mt . ' . ces. Until some chief rises, who by
is immediately torn into pieces. = h presents as animals
his power might be able to keep to himself such preset e
&e. &c., there must be an end to all hﬂp.ES of bettering
dition. It would not have been so bad if all the plunder had re-
mained in one family or tribe. But there was a r:tzrnsta-nt sur.:c:e&smn
of fresh canoes & each one returned with something. Jemmy s OWIl
relations were absolutely so foolish & vain as to show to strangers
what they had stolen & the method of doing it. .
It was.quite melancholy leaving our Fuegians amongst their
barbarous countrymen. There was one comfort; they appeared to
have no personal fears. But, In contradiction of what has often
been stated, 8 vears has been sufficient to change savages into as
far as habits gl:;, complete & voluntary Europaans. York, who was
a full grown man & with a strong violent mind, will I am certam
in every respect live as far as his means go, like an Englishman.
Poor Jemmy looked rather disconsolate & certainly would hawve
liked to have returned with us; he said “they were all very bad
men, no *sabe’ nothing”. Jemmy’s own brother had been stealing
from him; as Jemmy said, “what fashion do you call that”. Tam
afraid whatever other ends this excursion to England produces,
it will not be eonducive to their happiness. They have far too
much sense not to see the vast superiority of civilized over un-
civilized habits, yet I am afraid to the latter they must return.”
We took Matthews & some of the clothes which he had buried,
in the boat & made sail. The Captain to save time determined to
go to the South & outside of Navarin Island, instead of our rc-
turning into the Beagle channel. We slept at night at the S.

* They tryed to tire him out by making incess. noises. [C.D.]
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him from doing anytir
partics of the natives S
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entrance of Ponsonby Sound, & in the morning (7th) started for
the ship. There was a fresh breeze & a good deal of sea, rather
more than is pleasant for a boat, so that on reaching in the evening
the Beagle, there was the pleasure of smooth water joined to that
of returning after 20 days absence. The distance we have run in
the boats has been about 800 miles & as it was in an East & West
direction it afforded an excellent geological section of the country.

February 8th & 9th. The ship remained in Goree Sound.
Sunday 10th. Removed to a bay North of Orange Bay.
11th—15th. The Captain in his boat paid the Fuegians a visit, & has

brought back a very prosperous account of them. Very few of the
things belonging to Jemmy, York or Fuegia had been stolen & the
conduct of the natives was quite peacible. If the garden succeeds,
this little settlement may be yet the means of producing great
good & altering the habits of the truly savage inhabitants. On the
18th a party of eight under the command of Mr Chaffers, crossed
Hardy Peninsula so as to reach & survey the West coast. The
distance was not great, but from the soft swampy ground, was
fatiguing. This peninsula, although really part of an island, may
be considered as the most Southern extremity of America. It is
terminated by False Cape Horn. The day was beautiful, even suf-
ficiently so to communicate part of its charms to the surrounding

desolate scenery. This & a view of the Pacifie, was all that repaid
us for our trouble.

16th. The same party started again & for the same object, but our

course was rather different. Having ascended a more lofty hill,
we enjoyed a most commanding view of the two oceans & their
islands. The weather was beautiful; indeed ever since being in

harbour Tierra del [Fuego] has been doing its best to make up for
the three miserable weeks at sea.

Sunday 17th. Divine service & a quiet day.
18th & 19th. The Ship moved to Woollaston Island & during these

days the Northern part has been surveyed.

20th. It blew very hard, & in consequence the Captain has run across

the bay to our old quiet place in Goree Road. The thermometer
was 38° with much rain & hail.
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February 21st. Th

Island & from tﬂl.l]-;
"‘ eeess bay. ' _

n-:: {:;‘tﬂi;t it is blowing furi?usly: the water 18 fmr}y torn up,

"& ;hirk bodies of spray arc whirled across the Bay. :

an unusually heavy one. We were obliged

The boats were unable to bring off the

obliged to make 1t out as well as they

« weather prevented our returning to Woollaston
hing at Acquirre Bay, so We made a clean run

oqrd, Last night’s gale was
to let go three anchors.
wooding party, so they were
could during the night.

Sunday 24th & 25th. After waiting for ﬁ_ne weather, on Monday
I ascended Bank’s Hill to measure its height & found it 1472 feet.
The wind was so strong & cold that we were glad to beat a retreat,
If we had been an hour later, the boats could not have reached the
hore for us, This was one of the hills I went up during our last
visit. T was surprised that nine weeks had not effaced our foot-
steps so that we could recognize to whom they belonged.

o6th. Put to sea & steered for the Falkland Islands: at night it blew
heavily, with a great sea. The history of this climate is a history
of its gales.

27th & 28th. Strong breezes.

March 1st. We arrived early in the morning at Port Louis, the most
Eastern point of the Falkland Islands. The first news we received
was to our astonishment, that England had taken possession of
the Falkland Islands & that the Flag was now flying. These Islands
have been for some time uninhabited until the Buenos Ayres
Government a few years since claimed them & sent some colonists.
Our government remonstrated against this, & last month the Chio
arrived here with orders to take possession of the place. A Buenos
Ayrean man of war was here at the time with some fresh colonists.
Both they & the vessel returned to the Rio Plata. The present in-
habitants consist of one Englishman who has resided here for some
years & has now the charge of the British Flag, 20 Spaniards &
three women, two of whom are negresses. The island is abundantly
stocked wi!;h animals. There are about 5000 wild oxen, many
horses & pigs. Wild fowl, rabbits & fish in the greatest plenty.

European vegetables will grow. And as there is an abundanee of

water & pood anchorage, it is most surprising that it has not been

long ago colonized, in order to afford provisions for Ships going
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round the Horn. At present it is only frequented by Whalers, one
of which is here now.

We received all this intelligence from a French boat, belonging
to a Whaler, which is now lying a wreck on the beach, Between
the 12th & 18th of January, the very time when we suffered from
the gale off Cape Horn, this fine ship parted from three anchors
& drove on shore. They describe the gale as a perfect hurricane.
They were glad to see us, as they were at a loss what to do: all the
stores are saved & of course plenty of food. Capt. FitzRoy has
offered to take them, 22 in number, in the Beagle, & to purchase

on account of the owners any stores which we may want. The rest
must be sacrificed.

March 2nd. Mr Dixon, the English resident, came on board. What a
strange solitary life his must be: it is surprising to see how English-
men find their way to every corner of the globe. I do not suppose
there is an inhabited & civilized place where they are not to be
found.

3rd. Took a long walk; this side of the Island is very dreary: the
land is low & undulating with stony peaks & bare ridges; it is uni-
versally covered by a brown wiry grass, which grows on the peat.
In this tract, very few plants are found, & excepting snipes &
rabbits, scarcely any animals. The whole landseape from the uni-
formity of the brown color, has an air of extreme desolation.

ath. A grievous accident happened this afternoon in the death of
Mr Hellyer. One of the residents brought the news that he had
found some clothes & a gun on the sea coast. We made all haste
to the place & in a short time discovered the body, not many yards
from the shore, but so entangled in the Kelp, that it was with dif-
ficulty <it was) disengaged. It was quite evident he had shot a
bird & whilst swimming for it, the strong stalks of the sea weed
had eaught his legs & thus caused his death.

5th. Mr Hellyer was buried on a lonely & dreary headland. The pro-
cession was a melancholy one: in front a Union jack half mast
high was carried, & over the coffin the British ensign was thrown:
the funeral, from its simplicity was the more solemn & suited all
the circumstances.

6th-9th. Several ships have arrived; we are now five sail in the
harbour: an English schooner has agreed to carry the Frenchman
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;::;-u'Id not have l.li'ﬂ'l-{!] to Monte Video &

ive 20 per cent at the auction. Durinlg three kd‘a}rs] 1 1-,%\,3
:G mmngtirring about the country, breaking roeks, shooting
yeen wa

s tions which this island
. g wiolano up the few hiving ‘pTi}dW-"
snipes. & picking P's quite lamentable to see 0 many casks &

. :
has to boast of cove & corner: we know of four large ships

ooes of wreck 1n every : : o
'imthi_ one harbour. One of these was the L'Uranie, a French dis
1n s K

covery ship who had been round the world. The weather generally
has been cold & very boisterous.

Sunday, March10th. Inthe eveningit blﬁ:‘ﬁ' a tremendous gale of wind.
I should never have imagined it pﬂSElhlfi for such a sea to get up
in so few minutes. The Barometer had given qmst E:-:cf-:l’ient warn-
ing tHat something uncommon Was coming: 1 the middle of the
dav it looked like a clear; but at dinner the Captain said the gla.sF
cavs we have not had the worst, About an hour afterwards 1t
reached us in all its fury. The French Brig let go four anchors; the
English schooner drove; & a little more would have ardd&d anﬂth:&r
wreek. At night our Yawl was swamped at her moorings. She did
not sink, but was towed on shore & emptied; some of her gear &

sails are lost.

10th to Sunday 17th. This is one of the quietest places we have eyer
been to. Nearly all the ships are gone; & no one event has hap-
pened during the whole week. The boats are employed in surveying.

I walked one day to the town, which consists in half a dozen
houses pitched at random in different places. In the time of the
old Spaniards, when it was a Botany Bay for Buenos Ayres, it was

in a much more flourishing condition. The whole aspect of the
Falkland Islands was however changed to my eyes from that walk;

for I found a rock abounding with shells; & these of the most
interesting geological ®ra,
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& all his stores (which we

Sunday 24th. We have never before stayed so long at a place & with
50 !ittle for the Journal. For the sake of the fossil shells, I paid a
visit of three days to the town, Ina long ride I found the country
Nno ways diﬂ‘etent from what it is in the neighbourhead of the ship-
The same entire absence of trees & the same universal covering of
brown wiry grass growing on a peat soil. The inhabitants are &
curious .Imﬁﬂ'jﬂ race; their habitations are in a miserable condition
& deficient in almost every accomodation. The place bespeaks
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what it has been, viz. a bone of contention between different
nations. On Friday a sealing vessel arrived commanded by Capt.
Lowe; a notorious & singular man, who has frequented these seas
for many years & been the terror to all small vessels. It is com-
monly said that a Sealer, Slaver & Pirate are all of a trade: they
all certainly require bold energetiec men; & amongst Sealers there
are frequently engagements for the best *“rookerys", & in these
affrays Capt. Lowe has gained his celebrity, In their manners,
habits &e. I should think these men strikingly resembled the old
Buccaneers., Capt. Lowe brought with him the people belonging
to a vessel which was wrecked on the S5.W. coast of Tierra del
[Fuego] by the great gale of the 13th of Jan. Thus we already
know of the loss of two vessels & a third which was got off shore.
Capt. Lowe considers this Summer to have been the most
boisterous he has ever seen. It is satisfactory to have felt the very
worst weather in one of the most notorious places in the world, &
that in a class of vessel which is generally thought unfit to double
the Horn. Few vessels would have weathered it better than our
little “diving duck ”.

March 26th. A short time after our arrival here, a small American
Sealing vessel camein. Capt. FitzRoy entered into terms for buying
it, on condition of 1ts return before the 25th. As the vessel did not
keep her appointment, we supposed she had failed to find her
consort, & the Captain therefore purchased Lowe's Schooner. She
is a fine vessel of 170 tuns, drawing 10 feet of water and an excel-
lent sea boat. If the Admiralty sanctions the provisioning & pay-
ment of men, this day will be an important one in the history of
the Beagle. Perhaps it may shorten our cruize; anyhow it will
double the work done; & when at sea, it is always pleasant to be
sailing in company; the consort affords an object of attention to
break the monotonous horizon of the ocean.®

29th. The English Schooner will not conveniently carry all the
Frenchmen of the wreck, The Captain offered to carry some, &
to-day three of her officers came on board.

April 4th. Our Schooner sailed for Rio Negro, in order if possible to
catch Mr Wickham before he & Mr Stokes set out in their little
vessels on a surveying cruize. Mr Chaffers has at present the com-
mand. Mr Wickham will have it eventually. The chief cause of




e

COAST OF PATAGONIA 1888

ent delay is the Captain having purchased what
remained of the Frenchman's wreck for ltfﬁtt“‘gr;hﬁ bﬂhmi’.‘::'
During this time 1 have been very busy “ﬂl} i .Uiﬂ ?gylﬂ' .E
<en: the treasures of the deep to a naturalistiare ANCEECEREES

haustible.
{pril 6th. After cruizing ahout the mouth of the Sound to complete
*the survey, we stood out to sea on our Way to the Rio Negro.

~th. Our usual luck followed us in the shape of a galf: of wind ; being
in the right direction we seudded before it; by this means we ran
a long distance, but it was miserable work; every place dark, wet
& the very picture of discomfort.

oth. The weather to-day is beautiful; it is the first time for three
months that studding sails have been set. We attribute all this
sunshine and blue sky to the change in latitude: small although
it be, We are at present 380 miles from the Rio Negro.

12th. We expect to arrive at our destination tomorrow morning; the
weather latterly has been tolerably good, but there was too much
sea to allow me to be comfortable.
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13th, In the morning we were off the mouth of the Rio Negro.
Nothing was to be seen of the Schooner. In vain we endeavoured,
by firing a gun & hoisting a pilot signal, to procure intelligence
from the shore. We suppose the sea on the bar prevented the pilot
from coming out. Thus during the whole day we continued to
cruize backwards & forwards. It was exceedingly annoying; as
every one was most anxious to hear that Wickham & his party
were all well. The coast 1s like what we saw so much of about
Bahia Blanea; either sandy dunes or a horizontal line of low cliffs.

Sunday 14th, Tn the middle of the day a sail was seen a long way off
in the 5.W. We immediately made chase & soon found to our joy
it was the Schooner. Mr Chaffers came on board & reported that
the Schooner had made good weather of it: but that the gales had
been very heavy. The Captain altered his plans & ordered Mr

Chaffers to proceed directly on to Maldonado in the Rio Plata, &
there wait our arrival. F

15.!;; :m"e:uq"hilst We were beating up to our station at the mouth of the
i

egro, a small schooner was seen bearin
: i g down to us. Every
one immediately declared they knew by the cut of her sails that
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she was Wickham's. Tt turned out differently: she was a trading
vessel to Rio Negro & brought news of our little Schooners. They
were all well a week since & were then ready to sail to the South
to the Bay of St Joseph. They had suffered one loss in Williams,
the marine, who fell overboard in the river & was drowned. As the
distance at present is under 100 miles, the Captain determined to
run down & pay the Schooners a visit. Mr Wiekham will go in the
Beagle to Maldonado & Mr Stokes will remain in command. This

arrangement has materially affected me, as the Captain has offered

that one of the little Schooners should take me up to the Rio Negro
after staying a few days in the Bay of St Joseph. For the sake of
the geology this is of the highest interest to me; otherwise the pas-
sage in so small a vessel will be sufficiently uncomfortable.

April 16th. We have been standing, during the day, across the great

Bay of St Matthias; as the placeis unsurveyed we heave to at night.
The weather has been beautiful but too light; the mild warm
climate & blue sky is most throughily enjoyed by all of us, after
our boisterous cruize in the South. What we saw of the coast con-
sisted entirely in horizontal cliffs; in these, the divisions of the
strata Tun for miles together exactly parallel to the surface of the
sea. It looks an El Dorado to a geologist; such modern formations
must contain so many organic remains.

17th. We reached St Joseph’s Bay; this is a grand circular expanse

of water, opening by a narrow mouth into St Matthias. The crook
of land which forms it is a remarkable feature in a chart of the
coast of Patagonia. It was expected that Mr Wickham would
have been here, but to our sorrow, & more especially to the French
passengers, who are very anxious to arrive at M. Video, the little
Schooners were not to be seen. The wind being very light & a
strong tide setting into the bay, we were obliged to let go a stream
anchor. This gave me a most delightful opportunity of taking a
glimpse at the cliffs. They abounded with fossil shells & were in
many respects very curious & interesting. My visit was so short
that there was only time to see how much was missed. At night,
as soon as the tide turned, the anchor was weighed & we proceeded
in pursuit of Mr Wickham.

18th. The climate here is quite celestial; cloudless blue skys, light

breezes & smooth water. We hear that this has been a very fine
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5. that the short distance as com pared to

the whole surface of the globe, of titi:i: country from .'1;. del Fut:;g:::,
<hould make so much difference. So that Llu_:me rapic m:irgctn ; ,;;E
the atmosphere, which have at tained a velocity of frﬂm: : 0
miles per hour, should not even ht:*‘re be felt. As the “1111 15; too
light, every one 1S grumhling at thas ﬁnt‘wcathﬂr: we have :-e!zu
slowly working up the bay of St Matthias to Port St Antonio,
where we vet hope to find the Schooners.

April 10th. All our plans have undergone a cnmp]ete.revﬂlutmn.
During the night the soundings were very irregular & in the same
proportion, dangerous; so that we were obliged to heave to, and in
consequence of this a current set us far to the S{mth.+ In 1:]_1::
morning a fresh N.W. breeze sprung up; from these various dis-
advantages, the Captain gave up the attempt to find Mr Wickham
ot of landing me at Rio Negro, & made sail for Maldonado. If the
wind, that omnipotent & overbearing master, permits it, the
Beagle will touch at Maldonado & proceed on to M. Video &
Buenos Ayres. I intend stopping at the former place, as it pos-
sesses the two great advantages of retirement & novelty.

20th. It blew half a gale of wind; but it was fair, & we scudded be-
fore it. Our decks fully deserved their nickname of a **half tide
rock " ; so constantly did the water flow over them.

Sunday 21st, 22nd, 24th. At noon 300 miles from Maldonado, with
a foul wind. Our usual alternation of a gale of wind & a fine day.
We are off the mouth of the Plata. At night there was a great deal
of lightning; if a hurricane had been coming, the sky could not
have looked much more angry. Probably we shall hear there has
been at M. Video a tremendous Pampero. Our Royal mast head
shqnc with St Elmo’s fire & therefore, according to all good sailors,
no il luck followed. Tt is curious how the R. Plata seems to form

a nucleus for thunder storms; phenomena which both to the South
& North of it are comparatively rare.
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season: how strange it1

25th &> 26th. At daybreak we found a current had set us several
miles to leeward of Maldonado; as the breeze was both strong &
fair the Captain determined to run on to M. Video, We arrived
there a little after noon. I went on shore & saw Mr Earl, He re-
mained at this place during our whole cruize in hopes of reéﬂvering
his health, in which respect, however, I am afraid he has had little

‘“I
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success, In the evening received letters from home dated Sept.
12th, Octob. 14th, Novem. 12th, & Deer. 15th.

During our absence things have been going on pretty quietly
with the exeeption of a few revolutions.

April 27th. Having landed our French passengers & having received
all parcels & letters, after dinner weighed anchor & made sail with
a fresh breeze for Maldonado.

Sunday 28th. By noon we arrived at the anchorage of Maldonado
& found there our schooner, all safe & snug.

29th. 1 took up my residence on shore, & procured lodgings at a well
know[n] old lady’s, by name Donna Francisca. The day was spent
in vain efforts to make any sort of comfortable arrangements. The
rooms are very high & large; they have but very small windows
& are almost destitute of furniture. They are all on the ground
floor & open into each other. The very existence of what an English-
man calls comfort never passed through the builder’s mind.

30th. I rode a few miles round the town; the country is exceedingly
similar to that of M. Video, but rather more hilly. We here have
the same fine grass plain with its beautiful flowers & birds, the
same hedges of Cactus & the same entire absence of all trees.
After pacing for some weeks the planck decks, one ought to be
grateful for the pleasure of treading on the green elastic turf,
although the surrounding view in both ecases is equally un-
interesting.

May 1si. The day has been miserably spent in attempts to transact
business by the aid of vilely bad Spanish. The Beagle sails to-
morrow for M. Video & will return in about a fortnight.

2nd & 3rd. The torrents of rain almost entirely prevent me doing
anything. Itis impossible to go any distance into the country; as
all the rivers are unusually full, & a bridge is an invention scarcely
known in these parts.

The city of Maldonado is in reality only a small village; as is
universally the case in [a] Spanish town, all the streets run in
parallel lines, cutting each other at right angles; & in the centre is
the Plaza with its Church. I never saw so quiet, so deserted a
looking place; it has scarcely any trade, & none by water until
these few last years; it appears only to be a collection of land
owners & a few of the necessary tradesmen, such as blacksmiths
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iness for a circuit of 50 miles round,
lv produce of the country is cattle & horses. These
e numbers. Every person, even 1t 1s said to

SNSRI uoht quite out of the question to walk
th_r, t’fﬁ;r: f Et‘t]:tl":;ftﬁfbgﬂ pr?mf how very common lz}{:rses are,
;:-rl;rit:e of a saddle will buy time+gpﬂd ones. It IE"H;I most
beautiful exhibition, to sce the hu;f:.“s riding on }}ﬂ{fe-bﬂ{é}xe : r:*nlts
& chasing each other over hill & dale, & twisting ¥ QUGN S
manner which no one till he has seen 1t v.:-:suld believe a horse
capable of. Their method of riding is certainly _ﬂlﬂ n?ust P'—?rff-'ﬂt
& graceful for showing the full power of a horse in all its actions.

May 4th. 1 rode about four leagues into the Camp to the‘head of a
large fresh water lake called Laguna del Potrero. ’:['he object of my
ride was to see a white marble, from which lime is manufactured,
The day was beautiful & it was a pleasant ride over hill & dale of
turf surrounded by endless flocks of cattle, sheep & horses.

Sunday 5th—8th. During the greater number of these days there have
been torrents of rain & heavy thunderstorms. The whole country
is in a state of inundation, even so that many lives have been lost:
the oldest inhabitants have never seen such weather before. It has
necessarily prevented me from making a trip into the country,
which I had intended to have almost finished by this time. In con-
sequence of these delays & the bad weather, I have scarcely been
able to set about anything. It anyhow has afforded me some good
lessons in being patient & in speaking Spanish.

Oth. The weather being fine I persuaded my two guides & com-
panions to start on our ride. Don Francisco Gonzales, & Morante,
a sort of servant of his, were both well armed, & having plenty of
friends & relations in the country, were just the people for my
purpose. We drove before us a troop of fresh horses: a very
luxurious way of travelling as there is then no danger of having
a tired or lame one. I agreed to pay two dollars a day (about
83, 6d.) & all expences on the road. Such is the hospitality in this
iufl?yt that the latter for 12 days only cost me about 16 dollars.

€ rivers were very full we only went a short d; ittle
hEFﬂm} the head of the Laguna del}rI’ntrern. Iwasdiﬁz?i?;fi?tlhink
my guides took too much precaution, with their pistols & sabres.

But the first bit of news we heard on the road
was, that the day

Nearly the on
are both in wonderful
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before a traveller to M. Video had been found with his throat eut,
lying dead on the road. It happened close to a cross, a record of
a former murder. We dined at a Pulperia, where there were present
many Gauchos, (this name only means *countrymen” & those
who dress in their manner & lead their life). I here found out I
possessed two or three things which created unbounded astonish-
ment. Principally a small pocket compass; in every house I entered
I was asked to show its powers & by its aid told the direction of
various places. This excited the liveliest admiration, that I, a
perfect stranger should know the road (for direetion & road is
synonimous in this open country) to places where I had never
been. At one house, a young woman who was ill, sent to entreat
me to come to her room & show her the compass. If their surprise
was great, mine was much greater to find such ignorance; & this
amongst people who possess their thousands of cattle & “es-
tanecias™ of great extent. It can only be accounted for by the
circumstance that this retired part of the country has seldom been
visited. I was asked whether the earth or sun moved: whether it
was hotter or colder to the North; where Spain was & many other
such questions. Most of the inhabitants have an indistinet idea
that England, London & N. America are all the same place; the
better informed well know that England & N. America are separate
countries, close together; but that England is a *large town in
London”. I had in my pocket some promethians, which I ignited
by biting them between my teeth; to see this the whole family was
collected & I was once offered a dollar for a single one. My wash-
ing my face in the morning caused at Las Minas much speculation;
a superior tradesman closely eross-questioned me about so singular
a practice; & likewise why on board we wore our beards, for he
had heard from my guides that we did so, He eyed me with much
suspicion; perhaps he had heard of ablutions in the Mahomedan
religion; knowing me to be a Heretic, probably he came to the
conclusion that all Heretics are Turks, It is the universal custom
to ask for a night’s lodging at the first convenient house. The
general astonishment at the compass & other things was to a
certain degree advantageous; as with that & the long stories my
guides told of my breaking stones, knowing venomous from harm-
less snakes, collecting insects &c., I paid them for their hospitality.
(Being able to talk very little Spanish, I was looked at with much
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pity, wonder & a great deal of kindness, Some , however,

D (liak gave me the credit of having a good deal of the Douster-

-.ml If-ut me. del.)® 1 am writing as if I had been amongst
f;:i:i:lhi;tm‘“ {'d. central Africa. Banda Oriental wm@d not he
flattered by the comparison, but such was my fecling “'l}ﬁll
amongst them. We slept at a friend ',:’f Gonzales; & in the morning
proceeded on to the town of Las Minas.

May 10th. During this day’s ride, there was not n}unh interest ex-
;-.':-pting from the novelty of this manner of travelhng. iThe cuun’f.ry
is much the same; more uneven & hilly; a sort of miniature alpine
district. The whole surface, however, with the exception of the bare
rock. is covered with a short green turf. And this indeed is the
picture of all which I saw. It sounds very delightful riding over
so much turf: but positively I at last became so tired of the end-
less green hills, that 1 thought with pleasure of iron shod horses

& dusty roads. It is very rare to meet a single individual and we

did not till close to Las Minas. This night we stopped at a Pulperia
or drinking shop, which also sells a few other things. The evening
was very tiresome as we were obliged to remain the whole time
amongst a set of drinking strangers before the counter, & with
scarcely a place to sit down. This was however the only night in
which we did not sleep at private houses. During the evening a
great number of young Gauchos came in to drink spirits & smoke
cigars. They are a singularly striking looking set of men; generally
tall, very handsome, but with a most proud, dissolute expression.
They wear their moustachios & long black hair curling down their
necks, With their bright coloured robes, great spurs clanking on
their heels, & a knife, stuck (& often used) as a dagger at their

waist, they lock a very different race of men from our working
countrymen. Their politeness is excessive: they never drink their

spirits :withnut expecting you to taste it; but as they make their
exceedingly good bow, they seem quite ready, if occasion offered,
to cut your throat at the same time.
. Ifliﬂhtmm of Las Mi_nas 15 cunaidm:al:]}r smaller than Maldonado,
& FmE t}sual 'ls},.n.:netrmﬂl figure. Itisseatedin the plain of the Rio
s 1‘111::1?;:0} mlsu:ruum]cd on all sides by the low rocky moun-
SEE el \°T & pretty appearance, with its Church in the
isulute(i o u skirting houses all arise out of the plain, like
“ngs, without the usual (to our eyes) accompanimenbt
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of a garden or court. This is the ease with all the houses in the
country, & gives them an unsociable appearance.

May 11th, In the morning we pursued rather a rambling course; as I

was examining several beds of marble. We crossed some fine plains
abounding with cattle; here also were very many Ostriches. I saw
several flocks of between 20 & 80. When seen on the brow of a hill
against the clear sky they form a fine spectacle. Some of them are
very tame; if, after approaching close, you suddenly gallop in
pursuit, it is beautiful to see them, as a sailor would express it,
“up with their helm” & make all sail, by expanding their wings
right down the wind. At night we came to the house of Don Juan
Fuentes, a very rich man, but a stranger to both my companions.
Upon arriving we entered the room where the Signora and Sig-
noritas were sitting, & after talking on indifferent subjects (which
I observe is always the formula) for a few minutes; permission was
asked to pass the night there. As a matter of course this is granted
to all strangers; & a room allotted to us. We then unsaddle our
horses & bring the recon’s® &c. into the room; this latter was not
so good as cowshed, but it contained beds, & for bed eclothes the
cloths belonging to the recon are used. Shortly after our arrival
one of the great herds of cattle was driven in. The cattle having
so much space to wander over are very wild & it is necessary
several times in the week to drive the herd into a Corral or en-
closure of stakes for the night, & thus accustom them to one
central place. About a dozen Gauchos on lhorseback drove them
in, & near to the house separated a few for the purpose of killing
them. This afforded a very animated chace, for the eattle run
nearly as fast as a horse, & the poor beasts know full well the fatal
lasso. After seeing such a herd & such a number of horses, the
miserable house of Don Juan was curious. The floor is hardened
mud; there are no glass windows; a few of the roughest chairs &
stools & two small tables was all the furniture in the room. For
supper there was a huge pile of roasted meat & another boiled with
some pumpkin; in the centre was a mug of cold water; there were
scarcely forks, plates or spoons sufficient, & every thing, table
cloth &e. filthily dirty. There was no bread, salt, or vegetables, or
anything more than water to drink; & this the house of a large
landed proprietor. The evening was spent in smoking & with a
little impromptu singing accompanied by the Guitar. All the
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women remained huddled up in one corner & did not sup with the

men. And such are the hixuries which wealth here purchases|

May 12th, Weerossed the Rio r?.'u'IﬂI‘mETﬂ ga & proceeded to the Tapes;
«where a widow woman, & friend of Gnn'.:.ﬂles, gave us a most hos.
pitable reception. The above rivers ultimately flow into the R,
Grande & thus belong to a different system from the others which
we crossed. On the road Morante practised with suceess a method
of catching partridges which I had often heard of but never seen;
it requires a long stick, at the end of which there is a running
noose, made of the stem of an Ostriche’s feather. As soon as a
partridge is seen—& they are wonderfully numerous—the man
with the stick rides in a circle or spire round & round the bird
gradually coming nearer & nearer; the partridge not knowing
which way to run at last squats to conceal itself; the noose 1s then
quietly put over its head & the bird secured by a jerk. In this
manner a boy sometimes catches 30 or 40 in one day.

13th. In the evening arrived at a Pulperia North of the Rio Polanco;
it was my furthest point: its distance in a straight line from Mal-
donado is not much more than 70 miles, but this distance was
much lengthened by our route. T here saw what I wanted in the
geology & in the morning returned to near our former sleeping
place; (14th) the country continues very much the same: it was
about the Polanco more level & the hills less steep & there were
a few trees about the rivers, chiefly of the willow kind, In the
evening 1 saw rather a curious scene: an old Paraguay man, who
had been our guide in the morning, got very drunk, & being
olfended at a man present, was drawing his knife Lnder his
poncho; a Gaucho, who sat by him knew what he was about &
stopped him & took his knife from him. After this, to frighten the
old gcntlf:man, the others in jest pretended to stab him. The
n;et]md with which they dashed across the room, struck him upen
::;.fE]; ?Etl;ii:: ;‘L ti:u:lm sprang out of the door, showed it to be the result
the Ganchos i thus stabbing eacl aeber oL £hting amongst
g each other; & this little scene showed

::111;\'-:-1{1“_; FpIn’in]y the way in which it takes place. I wear a large
P-knife in the manner of satlors, fastened by a string round

my neck; I had often noticed t)
. . 1at tllﬂ G&uﬁl}ﬂs w e
this practice of ﬂﬂﬂﬁ!lil’lg the | i e EtrﬂngEEEEIﬂEd to th.l.l].k

—

——o -
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May 15th, Bad weather; all the other days have been fine so that I
have no cause to complain, We remained all day in the house & it
was to me sufficiently tedious, as I had nothing to do but wateh
the rain & the Gauchos smoking their cigars,

16th. Returned by a route rather different, & slept at a house,
4 leagues from Las Minas. Yesterday’s rain had so filled the rivers,
that they were difficult to be crossed; this is a great disadvantage
in & semi-civilized country; that travelling is quite dependent on
the weather.

17th. We again passed through Las Minas, & then proceeded across
some low wild mountains to a very hospitable house. The forma-
tion is all Slate & a few years ago a gold mine was discovered &
here worked ; but very small quantities having been procured, the
works have ceased. I believe this & its neighbourhead is the only
place where gold has been found in the Banda Oriental.

18th. In the morning we rode to the house of Sebastian de Pimiento;
a relation of Gonzales & a fine old Cavallero. His house was better
furnished than any I had seen; this probably was owing to the
presence of some pretty Signoritas, his daughters. These same
young ladies are universally quite out of character with the rest
of the house. They are dressed exceedingly well; and their whole
appearance & manner 15 very lady-like. Yet with all this, as in
Pimiento’s house, they superintend all the cooking & perform
some of the lowest menial offices. One of the greatest incon-
veniences in the manners of these people, is the quantity you are
obliged to eat: time after time they pile heaps of meat on your
plate; after having eat a great deal too much & having skilfully
arranged what is left so as to make as little show as possible, a
charming Signorita will perhaps present you with a choice piece
from her own plate with her own fork; this you must eat, let the
consequence be what it may, for it 1s a high compliment. Oh the
difficulty of smiling sweet thanks, with the horrid & vast mouthful
in view |

Sunday 19th. I got up early to ascend the Sierra de las Animas. This
& Pan de Azucar are well known landmarks in navigating the
Plata; I should guess their height to be about 8 or 900 feet, The
scenery, by the aid of the rising sun, almost looked pretty. From
the top there was a very extensive view; to the West over a very
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flat country to the Mount at M. Video, & to the Eﬁt over the
namillated plains of Maldonado. On the summit theye Were
ceveral small heaps of stones; “‘]1‘]{'}1 -:-:'.lfldc*ntly had been there for
many vears. My companion, an mhabjtaut_ of the place, declareg
it was work of the Indians in the old times. They were Jikq
although on a smaller scale, the heaps so common in the Wejgp
mountains. How universal is the desire of man to show he hgas
ascended the highest points in every country. In the ewfenjng 1
again partook & suffered from the overpowering hospitality in the
house of Don Fran, Pimiento: & the next morning started for
Maldonado. (20th.) We arrived there in the afternoon. I am wel]
satisfied with this little excursion, which besides an outline of the
geology, has given me a very good opportunity of seeing both the
country & its wild Gaucho inhabitants. The Beagle on the 18th
brought a party of working hands for the Schooner, but did not

stay more than an hour. She left letters for me; one from home,
dated Jan. 18th.

May 215t-23rd. Em[plloyed in arranging the fruits of my exeursion,
& in collecting in the neighbourhead of the town.

24th. The Beagle returned from M. Video. Mr Hamond is. dis-

charged into the Pylades & ultimately intends leaving the
service. g

25th & 26th, ?unk a long walk to the Laguna del Potrero; my
principal ohject at present 1s birds, of which there are a grea‘l‘-
;‘;Ebmj of very beautiful ones. The weather is most delightful.
P. 1n room about 60°.
28th & 20th. Capt. FitzRoy hired as
Negro to bring Mr Wickham
of our Schooner, She arriv
came with Mr Wickham, p

‘ mall Schooner to go to the Rio
n order that he might take command
Ei‘i yesterday; & to day Mr King, who
of their lttle yeurs) - P2d me a visit. They are heartily tired
one in her is t = 7 Tc again as glad to see the Beagle, as every
fine; but the r:] e onem. The weather has generally been very
however ¢ hL S 1+2th of Jany: reached them. It appeas
+ frove been miserable work, & more than sufficiently
5 of the vessels it was scarcely Pos
ry. To pﬂgse,ss a dry shirt or bed was an
these discomforts, Mr Wickha™
s tonstantly suffered from sea-sickness.
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Stokes & Mr Usborne (who has taken Mr Wickham's place) will
continue to work in the neighbourhead of the Rio Negro.

May 80th & 81st. Usual quiet occupations; one day's collecting &
the next arranging.

June 1st-7Tth. The weather generally has been boisterous, so that
very little work has been done with the Schooner as it is impossible
to heave down to get to her bottom without quite ealm weather,
The delay is to me agreeable, although not serviceable, as there
is not mueh more to be collected. Birds, insects & reptiles have
been my chief game.

8th. Letters from home dated Feb. 13th & March 3rd.

Sunday 9th, 10th. A heavy gale of wind; I think I may make my
mind up for a fortnight more at this place.

11th-19th. My time passes precisely in the same manner as the last
8 weeks. My collection of the birds & quadrupeds of this place is
becoming very perfect. A few Reales has enlisted all the boys in
the town in my service; & few days pass, in which they do not
bring me some curious creature. The progress with the Schooner
has hitherto been very slow; but if the present fine weather lasts,
another week will complete the coppering. To day I returned from
paying a visit to the vessel in order to see Mr Wickham after his
return from the South. The Beagle is in such a state of bustle, that
I am sure I am for the present in the best quarters.

20th—28th. My only object is completing the collection of birds &
animals; the regular routine is one day shooting & picking up my
mouse traps, the next preserving the animals which I take. On
Saturday I rode some leagues into the Camp & had some exeellent
rifle shooting at deer; I killed three bucks out of one herd. My
occupations are so very quiet, it gives me nothing more to say than
if I was living in an English village.

29¢h. Arrived safely on board with all my Menagerie; am become
such a complete landsman, that I knock my head against the
decks & feel the motion although in harbor.

30th, July 1st & 2nd. Have been employed in arranging & writing
notes about all my treasures from Maldonado. The Captain informs
me that he hopes next summer to double the Horn. My heart
exults whenever I think of all my glorious prospects of the future.




7 MONTE VIDEO a8
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i . of the Beagle continue to b
July 8rd-Tth. All hands © . O¢ employeq ;.
Hirkin" at the Schooner (for the future the Unicorn), Eiyﬁ’;lﬁln
] u-

pations likewise are the same & I do not stir out of the Ship

aih. Tt was discovered to day that one of the mates beloy
the Unicorn had formerly been the President, a vesse]
to be piratical, & which brought the English man of gy the
Black Joke, to action.®® It has, since the Trial, been EHSPE:L‘t ;
that this same ship took & murdered every soul on bnardti
Packet Redpole. Captain FitzRoy has determined tg take the
man a prisoner to the Consul at M. Video. I have Just hgﬂne
astonished to hear the order, *“to reeve the running rigging & ];,gn-d
sails ", And we now, little before 12 at night, have weighed anchop
& are under sail. E

ging to
Suppgstd

ﬂrh.1 A fine breeze carried us into the harbor of M. Video by seven
o clock. The same wind brought a packet; with a letter for me
dated May. After breakfast went on shore to purchase numberless

little &es. &es, M. Video has an air of great wealth & business
after the forlorn deserted streets of Maldonado. \

10th. So much wind & rain, could not go on shore, The climate here

l:htlies::s;ble; one feels it the more from the exposed anchorage,
ol ;a;reljkiltc!::rng amongst the hillocks of muddy water.
mer of Tierra de] ;3. &En;les n climate. For the last year the sum-
us has been much 'th £ e piterof the Rio B lata, the weather to
Wind & ritn. o the b ; same. Constant gloomy sky, with much
0 to.dey the abmosphers. My 1o g DivevEr Ul e
hear the orders for fﬁ_.- €. My heart has Fevelled with delight to
visit, £€XHng 12 months provisions ready for our next
1th d&: 12th,
transacting ?Eéeie greater part of these two days in the city

onado; arri t 11 at
g a good Passage, 1ved there a
a W Eﬂjﬂ

S cold; in the m::n:ninthe rarity of clear, cloudless sky; the weather

L5th, 16t 1Tth, Th g on shore there was some hoar frost.
the formey vayaée W?tnlllnmemmﬂtiﬂ" of the Corvette employed i
the Beagle, & likewise as being the name

1888 MALDONADO 155

of one of Captain Cook’s ships & therefore classical to all Survey-
ing vessels,

All hands have been employed in getting her masts in & bring-
ing on board her iron ballast. There is a eurious little history at-
tached to this ballast. The old Adventure having too much, buried
30 tuns in the Island of Goritti, The Brazilians, when they were
in possession, had heard of it, & made great efforts to find the
spot. The sepulchre was close to the well; so public a place having
been chosen quite baffled the Brazilians; so that the ballast re-
mained to be very serviceable to the young Adventure.

July18th. Atnightthe packet fired guns to tell us she was on her way
to Rio. This caused a scene of animation & bustle; for immediately
orders were given ‘‘hands unmoor ship”. The Captain having
letters of importance, determined to stand out after her. We were
soon under weigh, & joining the packet, hailed her, that we would
keep company for a few days.

19th. A ecalm & heavy fog, we were obliged occasionally to signalize
by guns.

20th. At noon a boat was lowered with the letters &e. & my collee-
tions, & taken on board the Packet; we then parted company;
& are now sailing back for Maldonado.

21si ¢ 22nd. Gained the harbor of Maldonado; the weather being
very light & hazy detained us. We had a strong instance of the
dangerous navigation of the Plata; having good Latitude observa-
tion, & having only left port for two days, we were nearly 40 miles
out of our reckoning. This was entirely owing to a strong current
of which there was no means of previously ascertaining the
existence,

238rd & 24th. In the evening of the 24th after it was dark, we got
under weigh & started on our cruize to the Rio Negro. The whole
sky was brilliant with lightning; it was a wild looking night to go
to sea, but time is too precious to lose even a bad portion of it.

25(h—29th. Our regular fortune followed us in the form of a sharp

gale of wind. Itsoon lulled but for two or three days a nasty head
swell remained, which sadly hindered our progress. The object of
this eruize is to survey some of the outer banks near the R. Negro
& Bahia Blanca & likewise to pick up Mr Stokes & his party, who
have been so laboriously employed with the little Schooners.
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ond. Light contrary winds, interrupted by a few

==’ i . .
July 80th—Augus tedious one; the ship being on

breezes. The whole passage & VEIY
a wind nearly all the time.

ard. Arrived off the mouth of the Riﬂpﬂegrﬂ. After firing several
signal guns, the little Schooner La Lievre came r:.sut. In a short
time I went on board her & we then returned within the mouth of
the river, The Beagle stood out to sea to survey some of the outer
banks: which employment will occupy her a week. We joined the
other Schooner & T spent a very pleasant evening in hearing all
their adventures. Every one in them may thank Providence that
he has returned in safety. To survey an unknown coast in a vessel
of 11 tuns, & with one inch plank to live out in open sea the same
gale in which we lost our whale boat, was no ordinary service. It
seems wonderful that they could last one hour in a heavy gale,
but it appears the very insignificance of small vessels is their pro-
tection, for the sea instead of striking them sends them before it.
I never before could understand the success of the small craft of

the early navigators. We then anchored near the Pilot’s house &
I went there to sleep.

4th. Crossed the river and took a long walk to examine the South
Barranca; the country is a level plain, which on the coast forms
a perpendicular cliff about 120 feet high. Having walked several
miles along the coast I with difficulty found a pass to ascend to
the plain above. This plain has a very sterile appearance; it is
covered with thorny bushes & a dry looking grass & will for ever
remain nearly useless to mankind, It is in this geological forma-
tion that the Salinas or natural salt-pans oecur; excepting im-
mediately after heavy rain no fresh water can be found. The
sandstone so abounds with salt, that all springs are inevitably
very _brae]dsh The vegetation from the same cause assumes a
peculiar appearance; there are many sorts of bushes but all have

formidable thorns which would seem to t
; ; : ell the stranger o]
enter these inhospitable plains, SIS

5th. Rode with Mr Stokes to the to

: wn of Patagones situ i
18 miles up the river: it was a P g ated abou

: leasant ride, the road generall
lying at the foot of the sloping eliff which forms Nﬂrthgrn bani:‘.r

Ef'nzhfﬂg;at'm“ey of the Rio Negro. We passed the ruins of some
stancias, which a few years since were destroyed by the

18448 RIO NEGRO 157

Indians. They withstood several attacks; a man present at one
gave me a very lively deseription of what took place. The
Spaniards had sufficient notice to drive all the cattle & horses
into the Corral which surrounded the house, & likewise to mount
some small cannon. The Indians were Araucanians from the South
of Chili; several hundred in number & highly disciplined. They
first appeared in two bodies on a neighbouring hill; having there
dismounted & taken off their fur mantles, they advanced naked
to the charge. The only weapon of an Indian is a very long bamboo
or Chusa ornamented with Ostrich feathers & pointed by a sharp
spear head. My informer seemed to remember with the greatest
horror the gquivering of these Chusas as they approached near.
When close, the Cacique Pinchera hailed the beseiged to give up
their arms or he would cut all their throats. As this would prob-
ably have been the result of their entrance under any circum-
stances, the answer was given by a volley of musketry. The Indians
with great steadiness came to the very fence of the Corall; to their
surprise they found the posts fastened together by iron nails in-
stead of leathern thongs, & of course in vain attempted to cut
them with their knives. This saved the lives of the Christians:
many of the Indians were carried away by their companions, &
at last one of the under Caciques being wounded the bugle sounded
a retreat. They retired to their horses & seemed to hold a council
of war. This was an awful pause for the Spaniards, as all their
ammunition, with the exception of a few cartridges, was expended.
In an instant the Indians mounted their horses & galloped out of
sight. Another attack was still shorter; a cool Frenchman managed
the gun; he stopped till the Indians had approached very close
& then raked their line with grape shot. He thus laid thirty-nine
of them on the ground. Of course such a blow immediately routed
the whole party.

August 6th & Tth. The town is built on the cliff which faces the river;

many of the houses are actually excavated in the Sandstone. The
river is here about four times as wide as the Severn at Shrewsbury
& the stream rapid. The many islands with their willow trees, &
the headlands one seen behind the other forming the Northern
boundary of the flat valley, form by the help of the rising sun a
view almost picturesque. The number of inhabitants is not great;
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there are many Indians & Spaniards of pure blood, & a far less

mixture of the two races than is common in these c_*m%'ltlr{;cs: The
tribe of the Cacique Leucanee constantly have ‘t]:lL"'LI' oldos out-
<ide the town. Government supports ther_n by giving them all the
old horses to eat; they also work in making Horse-rugs, l_mats of
the horses legs &e. What their nlmr.}acter may have :g'ﬂ.lnt:ﬂ by
lessening their ferocity, is lost by their entire lmmﬂmht}?‘. _S{}me
of the younger men are however improving; they are willing to
labour. & the other day a party agreed to go on a sealing voyage
& behaved very well. They were now enjoying the fruits of their
labour by bein:g dressed in very gay, clean clothes & heing VEery
idle. The taste they showed in their dress is admirable; if you
could turn one of these young Indians into a statue of bronze the
drapery would be perfectly graceful.

August 8th. Rode to the great Salina, which is worked for the expor-
tation of 1ts salt; it is situated about 15 miles up & 3 from the river.
At this time it is nothing more than a large shallow lake of brine;
but in summer it dries up & there is left a large field of snow-white
salt. Both on the banks of the river & on the edge of the lake
there were heaps of many hundred tuns ready for exportation.
The working time is, as it were, the harvest for Patagones; the
whole population encamps on the bank of the river & every
morning with the bullock waggons, the men go to the lake to draw
out the salt & form the Montes. There are other Salinas which are
more distant & these are many leagues in cireumference & the salt
several feet thick; a quantity sufficient to supply the world, yet
at M. Video thev use English salt to make salted butter.*% So
little do the inhabitants profit by the natural advantages of their
country. In a like manner, wheat in the provinee of B. Ayres pro-
duces an immense percentage, yet a great deal of flour is imported
from North America.t Killing an animal & flaying it does not
give much trouble, & hides in consequence are nearly the only
produce which these indolent people care about.

lﬂany of the geological facts conneeted with this Salina are
curious & I returned highly satisfied with my ride.

9th. Some months ago the government of B, Ayres sent out an army,

* On seccount of the salt petre. [C.D.]
T On account of the Pobrillo or red blight, [C.D.]

1888 PATAGONES TO BUENOS AYRES 159

under the command of General Rosas, to exterminate the Indians.
They are now encamped on the Rio Colorado; in consequence the
country is now very tolerably safe from Indians; the only danger
Is meeting with a few stragglers; but a week since a man lost his
whole troop of mares, but it was on the Southern shore of the
river. As the Beagle intended to touch at Bahia Blaneca, I de-
termined to pass over land to that place.

I made arrangements with a guide for a troop of horses, & Mr
Harris (of the little schooner) who was going to take a passage to
Buenos Ayres in the Beagle, agreed to accompany me.*

August 10th. The weather was bad, so would not start: our party

was increased by five more Gauchos who were going on business
to the Encampment: every body seemed glad of companions in
this desolate passage.

11th. We started early in the morning, but owing to some horses

being stolen we were obliged to travel slow & accompany the
Cargeroes or loaded horses. The distance between Patagones &
the pass of the Colorado is 85 miles, & in all this distance there are
only two springs of fresh water. They are called fresh, but even at
this season were very brackish. In summer this must be a very
disagreeable passage; from the heavy rain of yesterday we were
well off, for there were several small puddles in the waggon ruts,
We passed several small Salinas & in the distance there was one
which was at least 8 or 4 leagues in length. The country has one
universal appearance:—brown withered grass & spiny bushes;
there are some depressions & valleys.

Shortly after passing the first spring we came in sight of the
famous tree, which the Indians reverence as a God itself, or as the
altar of Walleechu. It is situated on a high part of the plain &
hence is a landmark visible at a great distance. As soon as a tribe
of Indians come in sight they offer their adorations by loud shouts.
The tree itself is low & much branched & thorny; just above the
root its apparent diameter is 8 feet, It stands by itself without
any neighbour, & was indeed the first tree we met with: after-
wards there were others of the same sort, but not common. Being
winter the tree had no leaves, but in their place were countless
threads, by which various offerings had been suspended. Cigars,
bread, meat, pieces of cloth &e. &e. Poor people only pulled a

* See End Map.
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eir panchos. The Indians both pour spirit & mattee
::11:;&: i{:;:i ti?krmﬁ- smoke upwards, thinking thus to ‘ﬂffq}rd all
assible gratification to Walleechu. To complete the scene the
E—w was surrounded by the bleached bones of horses slaughtered
as sacrifices. All Indians of every age & sex make their offerings;
thev then think that their horses will not tire & that they shall hF
pm;pcmus. In the time of peace, the Gauchos *I_n*ht_:- told me _tlus
had been witnesses of the scene; they used to wait till the Indians
passed on & then steal from Walleechu their offerings. The
Gauchos think that the Indians consider the tree itself 15 a God;
but it seems far more probable that it is an altar. The only cause
which I can imagine for this choice, is its being a landmark m a
dangerous passage. The Sierra de la Ventana is visible at an 1m-
mense distance & a Gaucho told me that he was once riding with
an Indian a few miles to the North of the R. Colorado, when the
latter began making the same noise which is usual at the first
sight of the tree, & putting his hand to his head & then In the
direction of the Sierra. Upon being asked the reason of this, the
Indian said in broken Spanish “ first see the Sierra ”. This likewise
wotild render it probable that the utility of a distant landmark 1s
the first cause of its adoration.
About two leagues from this very curious tree we halted for the
night: at this instant an unfortunate eow was spied by the lynx-

eyed Gauchos. Off we set in chase, & in a few minutes she was

dragged in by the lazo & slaughtered. We here had the four neces-
saries for life * en el campo™,—pasture for the horses, water (only
a muddy puddle) meat & firewood. The Gauchos were in high
spirits at finding all these luxuries, & we soon set to work at the
poor cow. This was the first night which I passed under the open
sky with the gear of a Recado for a bed. There is high enjoyment
in the independence of the Gauchos’ life:—to be able at any
moment to pull up your horse, & say, Here we will pass the night.
T.hE death-like stillness of the plain, the dogs keeping watch, the
gipsy-group of Gauchos making their beds around the fire, has

]ﬁf:‘f in my mind a strongly marked picture of this first night, which
will not soon be forgotten.

Aupgust 12th, The country continued tl e ;
P 'y A 1.& SH.II]L - ; %
few living beings: the ¢;:1tisinhabited by very

most common 1s the hare or A '
; e : gouti. There
are likewise some Ostriches & Guanaco, We passed the second well,
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the water of which is brackish, but I think chiefly with saltpetre.
We found a good place for sleeping, the water was however so
scanty, that we could not take Mattee before starting the next
morning. The Gauchos when travelling only eat twice in the day,
at night & before daylight in the morning; by this means one fire
serves for 24 hours; an object of great consideration in many parts
of this country.

August 18th. Our distance was not more than 8 leagues from the Rio

Colorado; we soon left the desert sandstone plain & came to one
of turf, with its flowers, clover, & little owls; the usual charac-
teristic features of the Pampas. We passed a muddy swamp of
considerable extent, which is oceasionally overflowed by the
Colorado. It is a Salitral, that is, in summer encrusted with salt-
petre & henece is covered with the same species of plants which
grow on the sea beach. We then arrived at the Colorado. The pass
is about 9 leagues in a direct line from the mouth, but by water
it is said to be not much less than 25. Its width here is about
60 yards, generally it must be once & a half as wide as the Severn
at Shrewsbury. The tortuous course of the river is marked by
numerous willow trees & beds of reeds. We were delayed crossing
in the canoe by some immense troops of mares, which were swim-
ming the river in order to follow the march of a division of troops
into the interior. Mares’ flesh is the only food for the soldiers
when thus employed. This gives them a very great facility in
movement; for the distance & length of time horses can be driven
over these plains is quite surprising. I have been assured an un-
loaded horse will travel 100 miles for many days successively.
The encampment of General Rosas is close to the river; it is [a]
square of 8 or 400 yards, formed of waggons, artillery, straw huts
&e. The soldiers are nearly all Cavalry. I believe such a villainous
Banditti-like army was never before collected together. The
greater number of men are of a mixed race, between Negro, Indian
& Spaniard: T know not the reason, but men of such origin seldom
have good expressions. I called on the Secretary to show my pass-
port; he began to eross question me in a most dignified & mys-
terious manner. By good luck T had a letter of recommendation
from the Government of Buenos Ayres* to the Commandante of
* I;am bound to express in the strongest terms my obligation to the

government of Buenos Ayres for the most obliging manner in which passports
to all parts of the country were given me as Naturalist of the Beagle. [C.D.]
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This was taken to General Rosas, Wh-:ulst_*‘ntq:mc a _vcr:v,r
obliging message & the Sl-cn-t:}r}' returned all hmﬂ.f:? f\ fgmm?u:i-
I]E‘,'":i-;. We took up our residence 1n Fhe r[::whu, or IIID\ el, o .[‘1 cl:{!jn?us
old Spmﬂﬂﬂl who had served with Napoleon 1n the expedition

against Russia.

Patagones.

August 1ath. The weather was miserable & 1 had nothing to do: the
surrounding country is a swamp & In summer (December) over-
flowed by the Colorado, which collects the snow water on tl‘l'ﬂ" Cor-
dilleras. My chief amusement was watching the Indian families as
thev came to buy little articles at the rancho where I staid. It is
said that General Rosas has about 600 Indian allies. They eertainly
were very numerous. The men are a tall exceedingly fine race; yet
it s m*. to see the same countenance rendered hideous by the
cold, want of food, & less civilization, in the Fuegian savage.
Some nuthors in defining the primary races of man, have separated
these two classes of Indians, but I cannot think this is correct.
Amongst the young women, or Chinas, some deserved to be called
even beautiful ; their hair is coarse but exceedingly bright & black;
they wear it in two plaits hanging down to the waist. They have a
high eolour & eyes which glisten with brilliancy. Their legs, feet
& arms, are small & elegantly formed. Round the wrist & ancle
they wear broard bracelets of blue beads. Nothing could be more
mteresting than some of the family groups. Two or three Chinas
(women) ride on one horse; a mother with her two daughters
would thus often come to buy sugar & yerba. They mount their
horses with much delicacy; the horses have a broard band round
their necks, which reaches just below the chest; this they use as
a stirrup, but stand when using it, even more in front of the horse
than a man does. When on, they ride like a man, but with their
knees tucked up much higher. When travelling, the Chinas always
r}tle t_lre loaded horses, hence perhaps this habit, Their duty is
!ﬂ_-if'iﬂse to pack & unpack the horses & make the tents for the
night; they are in short, like the wives of all savages, useful slaves.
The men fight, hunt, take care of the horses & make the riding
gear, PDI]E of their chief in doors occupations is the continual
tzf;kiﬁ h"-;fntwa stones together, till they are both round. The
catches his : BI‘E&‘-" T]?r e eabons th the Indian ; he
= Eﬂ T;E: 5 wild hnrsv;_:s with them; in fighting his first
irow his adversarie’s horse, & when entangled by
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the fall, to kill him with the Chusa or long spear. If the balls only
cateh the neck or body of an animal, they are often carried away
& lost, As the mere making of the stones round is the labour of
two days, the manufacture of the balls is the most usual employ-
ment of the Indians. Several of the men & women had their faces
painted red, but I never saw the horizontal bands so common
amongst the Fuegians. Once I saw a man with a little blue eirele
& straight line leading from it beneath each eye. Their chief pride
is having all their things made of silver. I have seen a Cacique
with silver stirrups, spurs, head-gear of silver chain, handle of
knife &e., & occassionally some silver ornaments in the hair,
From presents of General Rosas, their clothing was generally
cloth, with some little fur. They all had recados, iron bits & stirrups.

August 15th. General Rosas sent a message that he should be glad

to see me before I started, by this means I lost a day, but subse-
quently his acquaintance was of the greatest utility. General Rosas
15 a man of an extraordinary character; he has at present a most
predominant influence in this country & probably may end by
being its ruler. He is said to be owner of 74 square leagues of
country & has about 300,000 cattle. His Estanecias are admirably
managed, & are far more productive of corn than any others in
the country. He first gained his celebrity by his laws for his own
Estancia & by disciplining several hundred workmen or Peons, so
as to resist all the attacks of the Indians. He is moreover a perfect
Gaucho: his feats of horsemanship are very notorious. He will
fall from a doorway upon an unbroken colt, as it rushes out of the
Corral, & will defy the worst efforts of the animal. He wears the
Gaucho dress & is said to have called upon Lord Ponsonby in it,
saying at the same time he thought the costume of the country
the proper & therefore most respectful dress. By these means he
has obtained an unbounded popularity in the Camp, and in con-
sequence despotic power. A man a short time since murdered
another; being arrested & questioned he answered, *the man
spoke disrespectfully of General Rosas & I killed him™; in one
week’s time the murderer was at liberty. In conversation he is
enthusiastic, sensible, & very grave. His gravity is carried to a
high piteh. I heard one of his mad buffoons (for he keeps two like
the Barons of old) relate the following aneedote. **I wanted very
much to hear a piece of music, so I went to the General two or
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hree times to ask him; he H}id o ‘ gﬂ Aboutyous hUE]:.uESS tor
three 4", 1went again; he said, ‘If you come again T wj
I am t*n?f,t 1 ifth time I asked him & he laughed. T rushed gy
‘.}?’fﬁftﬁf but it was too late; he ordered two soldiers to cately
L,;__ TR mc'. I begged by all the Saints in Heaven he would let me
:‘ﬂ,: but it would not do. When the G.EI‘[E.‘I‘!II laughs he never Spares
mad man or sound man.” The poor flighty gﬂ“?'“mﬂﬂ I_Uﬂ%'-ﬁd quite
dolorous at the very recollection of .thﬁ -f‘.takmg. This is a very
severe punishment; for posts are drn'en. into the ground, & the
man is extended by his arms & legs horizontally, & there left tq
ctretol for several hours. The idea is evidently taken from the
nsual method of drying hides. My interview passed away with-
out a smile & I obtained what I wanted, a passport & order for
the government post horses, & this he gave me in the most obliging
& ready manner, When General Rosas, some months since, left
Buenos Ayres with his army, he struck in a direct line across the
unknown country, & in his march left at wide intervals a posta of
5 men with a small troop of horses, so as to be able to send ex-
presses to the Capital. By these I travelled to Bahia Blanca &
ultimately to Buenos Ayres. I was altogether pleased with my
interview with the terrible General. He is worth seeing, as being
decidedly the most prominent character in S, America.

August16th. Started earlyin the morning, Mr Harris did not accom-
pany me as he was not quite well, & I was anxious to arrive at Bahia
Blanea, not knowing when the ship would be there. We passed the
Toldos of the Indians, which are without the regular encampment,
They are little round ovens covered with hides, with the ta.pﬂriﬂg"
Chusa stuek in the ground by its entrance. They were divided into
separate groups which belonged to the different Cacique’s tribes,
& E&Eh. group of huts were divided into smaller ones, apparently
according to the relationship of the owners. The first Posta lay

along the course of the Colorado; the diluvial plains on the side

appeared fertile & it is said are well adapted for the gmwth of

EE The advantage of having willow trees will be very great for the

ttnn?;ﬁ‘ “’Z‘jﬂh General Rosasintends making here. This war of ex-

il a?;l : though carried on with the most shocking barbaritys

four or 500 ;ilpr?d“ﬂﬁ great benefits; it will at once throw opel

€ I length of fine country for the produce of cattle:
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From the 2nd to 8rd Posta began the grand geological forma-
tion, which I believe continues the same to St Fé, a distance of at
least 600 miles. The country had a different appearance from that
South of the Colorado: there were man y different plants & grasses
& not nearly so many spiny bushes, & these gradually beecame less
frequent; until a little to the North there is not a bush. The plain
1s level & of a uniform brownish appearance: it is interrupted by
nothing, till about 25 miles North of the river, with a belt of sand
dunes, stretching as far as the eye reaches to the East & West,
These are invaluable in the country, for resting on the clay they
cause small lakes in the hollows & thus supply that most rare
article, fresh water. The extreme value of depressions & elevations
in the land is not often reflected on; the two miserable springs in
the long passage between the Rio Negro & Colorado are formed
by two trifling inequalities in the plain, without which there
absolutely would be none, & of course boring would be quite un-
successful. The belt of sand hills is about eight miles wide; on the
Northern edge the 4th Posta is situated; as it was evening & the
iresh horses were distant we determined to pass the night here.
The house is at the base of a ridge between one & two hundred
feet high, a most remarkable phenomenon in this country; from
this ridge there was an excellent view of the Sierra Ventana,
stretching across the country & not appearing as at Bahia Blanca
as a solitary mountain, This Posta was commanded by a Negro
Lieutenant, born in Africa, & to his credit be it said there was not
a Rancho between the Colorado & Buenos Ayres in nearly such neat
order. He had a little room for strangers & a small Corral for the
horses, all made of sticks & reeds. He had dug a ditch round the
house, as a defence in ease of being attacked; it would however
be [a] poor one if the Indians were to come. His only comfort
appeared to be that he would sell his life dear. Some short time
ago, a body of Indians had travelled past his house in the night.
If they had been aware of the Posta our black friend & his four
soldiers would assuredly have been slaughtered. I did not any-
where meet a more obliging man than this Negro; it was therefore
the more painful to see that he would not sit down & eat with us,
(17¢h.) In the morning he sent for the horses very early & we
started for another exhilarating gallop. We passed the Cabeza del
Buey, an old name given to the head of a large marsh which ex-

an II
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: : d horses & passed
tends from Bahia Blanca. Here ‘: EMT;?E: S chsl:nging men. Where we slept at night the whole ground was thickly en-

through some lmgifﬁ‘ni i“:mifhegan S g ttirough tHemuAl crusted with saltpetre & of eourse no water.

hoEsces 11‘;.1: £he ]ﬂsri t;m:;ﬁ wcﬁﬂSEHZEd in black mire, a very dis- | August 20th. The next morning with nothing to eat or drink we
My animal fg-iil ¢ : ﬂ‘;m one does not possess & change of clothes. started ; the horses could hardly walk; at last that of the Gaucho
ﬂgm“h],': if':;l cnﬂ:e fort. we met a man who told us that a great ' was quite tired, and as a Gaucho eannot walk, I gave up my horse
Some ﬂ;j;;ﬂ :;ed whi(:h is a signal that Indians are near, We & took tc: my feet. The sun was very hot & about noon the dogs
; o talv left th‘e road & followed the edge of a marsh, which killed a_kid which we roasted & I eat some, which made me intoler-
llfu"fdla = }d offers the best mode of escape; we were glad to uh_i}r thirsty. The road was full of little puddles from some recent
Li.ne i\‘iﬁ;n'the walls, when we found all this alarm was about BT ‘-‘E'“:t E"Effr]; ﬁmg quite undrinkable. At last I could walk no
nothing, for the Indians turne d out to be friendly ones who more & was obliged to mount my horse, which was dreadful in-

humanity, as his back was quite raw. I had secarcely been 20 hours

wished to join General Rosas. without water & only part of the time with a hot sun; yet my thirst

Sunday, August 18th. The Beagle had not arrived. .I had nnti_zjng to rendered me very weak. How travellers manage to live in Africa
do, no clean clothes, no books, nobody to talk with. I envied the I do not understand. Although I must confess my guide did not
very kittens playing on the floor. Iwas however lucky in a hospi- | suffer at all & was astonished that one day’s deprivation should
table reception by Don Pablo, a friend of Harris’s. | be so troublesome to me. I do not know whether the poor horse

- e to see it the Beasle was in the mouth ot tHeBiy or myself was most glad to arrive at the Fort.
gth. I was anxious tose : :

1 The Commandante lent me a soldier as guide & two horses; on the | 21st. BDFEht = f}ﬂﬂ F'J‘if'ﬁff‘-ﬂ young horse for £4. 10s. & rode about
road we picked up two more; yet they were all such miserable the neighbouring plains.
horses, that one was left behind & the three others could hardly 22nd. So tired of doing nothing, I hired the same guide & started for
reach Anchor Stoek hill, a distance of about 25 miles, where the Punta Alta, which is not so distant & commands a good view of
ship waters. My guide two months ago had a wonderful escape. the harbor. I went this time better provided with bread & meat
He was out hunting with two companions, only a few leagues from & horns with water & made up my mind to sleep there so as not
the fort, when a party of Indians appeared: they balled the other to fatigue the horses. When not very far from our destination, the
two men & killed them. They then balled his horse. He jumped Gaucho spied three people on l}ﬂrﬂﬂhﬂﬂk hunting. He immediately
off, & with his knife, liberated the horse’s legs. Whilst doing this ::'ltjsmnu_tften_i & watched them intently. He said, ** They don’t ride
he was obliged to dodge behind his horse & thus received two bad l_ﬂfe Christians & nﬂh_ﬂd? can leave the Fort ‘:- The three hunters
Chusa wounds. Seizing an opportunity, he sprung on his horse, joined company, & dismounted a]sn from t!:mur horses; at last one
& could just manage to keep ahead of the Chusas, till within sight mounted again & rode over the hill out of Stght:. The Gaucho said,
of the Fort, when the Indians gave up the chace. From that time, 4 W‘? must now get on our horses; Iﬂﬂfi ki ptsta! ", & he looked
there was an order against any individual leaving the fort. I did to his sword. Iasked, *Are they Indm‘ms? | Qulmn. Sabebewhio

not know all this till near the coast & had been surprised to see knows). If they are nomore than threeit does not s1gn1fy." It then
how earnestly my guide watched a deer, which appeared to have struck me t%mt the one man l}ad gone over the hill to feteh the
been frightened from some other quarter. rest of ]115_tr1be; 1 suggesj:ed this; but all the answer I f:nuld extort

After two hours’ rest, & not seeing the Beagle, we made an was, T Quien sabe?” His heald & eye never fn_r a minute ceased
attempt to return; but only could manage two m: three leagues scanning slowly the whc:iﬂ horizon. I thn?ught his uncommon cool-
& even then left a horse behind, Tn the morning we had caught ness rather too good a joke; & asked him why he did not return
an Armadillo, which was but a poor breakfast & dinner for two home. I was startled when he answered: *“ We are returning, only

IY=3
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ear to a swamp, into which we can gallop the hﬂnic_s-‘ as far as th;;:::,
& ;H:ch::-u trust to our own legs, so that there 1s no danger”,
;ﬂ:}‘i{ﬂ{rt feel quite so confident of this & wanted to increase our

pace. He <aid. mo, not until they do. When any little inequality

concealed us, we galloped, but when in sight, continued walking.

At last we reached a valley & turning to the left galloped quickly
;n the foot of a hill, He gave me his horse to hold, mﬂ:dﬂ the dogs
lie down, & crawled on his hands & knees to reconnoitre. He re-
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General, were the perpetrators. Harris informed us, that a few
miles from the Colorado he met these Indians, & that at the same
instant an oflicer arrived bearing the following summary message,
“that if Bernantio failed to bring the heads of the murderers, it
should be his bitterest day, for not one of his tribe should be left
in the Pampas™.

August 24th. The ship was seen; its figure curiously altered by the

refraction over the widely extended mud banks.

mained in this position for some time & at last, bursting out in
laughter, exclaimed; “Mugeres "' (women). He %cnnw them to h;g
the wife & sister in law of the Major’s son, hunting for Ostriche’s
eggs. 1 have deseribed the man’s conduct, because he acted under
the full impression they were Indians. As soon, however, as the
ahsurd mistake was found out, he gave me a hundred reasons why

Sunday 25th. Rode down to the ereek: but there was too much wind
for a boat to leave the ship. Intheevening Commandante Miranda
arrived with 300 men; with orders to accompany Bernantio’s
tribe & examine the “rastro” or track of the murderers. If the
latter was guilty, the whole tribe was to be massacred, if not, to

thev could not have been Indians; but all these were forgotten at follow the rastrn::: even if it+led them to Chili. Itlan:r of Miranda’s

the time. After this we proceeded on to Punta Alta and ate our | troops were Indians; nothing could be more wild or savage than
dinner in peace & quictness. Punta Alta is the place where I found the scene of their bivouaccing. _Sm‘ne of them drank the warm
<o many bones last year. T employed the evening in seeking for steaming blood of the beasts which were slaughtered fﬂrlaupper.

Gt &imﬂﬂ-dﬂg the places. There was a beautiful sunset & every- Tﬁh‘a subsequently +hcar::'l that the rastro pmj.fed Bernantio to _bﬂ

thing was deliciously quict & still. But the appearances were Palse: guiltless. The Indians had escaped directly into the great plains

an hour after being in bed, very heavy rain began, but 1 slept 2: I;?:“PIH{S: f“ fﬂ: ?l?amf fﬂajﬂﬂﬂﬂ?g"‘i not be li*“ﬁUEﬂilnEﬂ‘-;{iiﬂt;l:’;E
: T . the Rastro tells to o ese people a w :
through it & was very little wet.

Supposing they examine the track of about a thousand horses,
they will at once know by the canter, how many men were with
them; by the depth of the impression, how many loaded horses:
by the regularity of the footstep how far tired; by the manner in
which the food is cooked whether the Indians were travelling very
fast; by the general appearanece of the rastro how old it is. They
consider one of 10 days or a fortnight old quite recent enough to
be hunted out. We also heard that Miranda started from the
West end of the Sierra Ventana in a direct line to the Island of
Churichoel; situated 70 leagues up the Rio Negro. This is a dis-
tance of 2 or 300 miles & through a country entirely unknown.
What other troops in the world are so independent? With the sun
for their guide, mare’s flesh for food, & the recados for beds, as long
as there is water, these men would penetrate to the world’s end.

26th. A boat with Mr Chaffers arrived from the ship: we waited till
the evening for a cow to be killed, to take fresh meat on board.
We did not start till late, but the night was beautiful & ealm., The

August 28rd. In the morning the rain did not cease, so we started
on our return. In our path we saw a fresh track of a Lion & com-
meneed an unsueccessful chace; the dogs seemed to know what we
were about & were not eager to find the beast.

In these places a very curious animal, the Zorilla or Skunk, 18
sufficiently common. Its habits resemble those of [the] fitchet but
it is larger & the body much thicker in proportion. Conscious of
its power, it roams about the open camp by day & fears neither
dogs or men; if a dog is encouraged to attack one, the fetid oil
which is ejected, makes him instantly very sick & run at the nose.
Clothes once touched are for ever useless. Every other animal
makes room for the Zorilla. On my return found my fellow
traveller Harris arrived from the Rio Colorado. A few days previ-
-5111515- news had come that the Indians had murdered every soul
In one of _the Postas, It was suspected that Bernantio’s tribe, the
sameé which the other day stopped here on the road to join the
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ship had moved her berth. & we had a long hunt for her, at last
arrived on board at half after one o'clock.
August 27th. Whole day consumed in telling my traveller’s tales.
asth. Actively employed in arranging things, in nrdﬂrr to s?nrt to
Buenos Avres by land. The feeling of excitement quite delightful
after the ihdoluﬁce of the week spent at the Fort of Bahia Blanca.

og¢h. After dinner the Yawl started on a surveying cruise. 1 went
in her. We slept at Punta Alta & 1 commenced a successful bone
hunt ; leaving my servant & anotherman to continue their labours,
(30th) we the next morning set out for Fort; but did not arrive
there till 9 o’clock at might,

81st. My guide or Vaceiano not having come, I rode to Punta Alta,
in order to superintend the excavation of the bones. It is a quiet
retired spot & the weather beautiful; the very quietness 1s almost
sublime, even in the midst of mud banks & gulls, sand hillocks &
solitary Vultures.

Sepiember 1st. Returned in the evening, During the last week the
weather has been very hot & dry; in consequence of this all the
pools & shallow lakes which before contained saline water, now
presented a level plain of saltpetre, as white as snow. This re-
semblance was the more complete from the edges of the pools
appearing like drift heaps.

2nd. Nothing to be done.

8rd. Harris & Mr Rowlett went to the Creek, from thence in the

Yawl on board. In the road they would pick up my servant &
the bones.

4th-7th. These four days were lost in miserable ennui. A man whom
[ had engaged to be my Vacciano, disappointed me & ultimately
at some risk & much trouble I hired another. My only amusement
was reading a Spanish edition, published at Barcelona, of the trial
of Queen Caroline! Moreover I heard many curious aneedotes
respecting the Indians. The whole place was under great excite-
ment, there were continual reports of victories &e. A prisoner
Cacique had given information of some Indians at the small
Salinas. (_1*11 the 5th a party of a 100 men were sent against them
These Salinas only lie a few leagues out of the road between th-:;
Colorado & Bahia Blanca, The Chasca (or express) who brought
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this intelligence, was a very intelligent man & gave me an account
of the last battle at which he was present., Some Indians taken
previously, gave information of a tribe North of the Colorado.
Two hundred soldiers were sent. They first discovered the Indians,
by the dust of their horses, in a wild mountainous country. My
informer thought they [the mountains] were half as high as the
Sierra Ventana, therefore between 1 & 2,000 feet high. The Andes
were clearly in sight, so that it must have been very far in the in-
terior. The Indians were about 112, women, childer & men, in
number. They were nearly all taken or killed, very few escaped.*®
The Indians are now so terrified, that they offer no resistance in
body, but each escapes as well as he can, neglecting even his wife
& children. The soldiers pursue & sabre every man. Like wild
animals, however, they fight to the last instant. One Indian
nearly cut off with his teeth, the thumb of a soldier, allowing his
own eye to be nearly pushed out of the socket. Another who was
wounded, pretended death, with a knife under his cloak, ready to
strike the first who approached. My informer said, that when he
was pursuing an Indian, the man cried out “* Companero” (friend)
“ do not kill me,’” at the same time was covertly loosening the balls
from round his body, meaning to whirl them round his head & so
strike his adversary. “I however struck him with my sabre to the
ground, then got off my horse & cut his throat.” This is a dark
picture; but how much more shocking is the unquestionable fact,
that all the women who appear above twenty years old are
massacred in cold blood. 1 ventured to hint that this appeared
rather inhuman. He answered me, “Why, what can be done?
they breed so!” Every one here is fully convineed that this is the
justest war, because it is against Barbarians. Who would believe
in this age in a Christian civilized country that such atrocities
were committed? The children of the Indians are saved, to be
sold or given away as a kind of slave, for as long a time as the
owner can deceive them. But I believe in this respect there is
little to complain of. In the battle four men ran away together,
they were pursued, one was killed, the other three were caught,
They turned out to be Chascas (messengers or Embassadors) of
the Indians. The Indians were on the point of holding a grand
council, the feast of mare’s flesh was ready & the dance prepared.
® Only one Christian was wounded. [C.D.]
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In the morning the Chascas were to II'EtL'lI‘I'I to the Cordilleras,
where there is a great union of the Indians, & from whence they
were sent. They were remarkably fine young men, very fair, &
above @ feet high, all of them under 30 years old: The three syp-
viving ones of course possessed very valuable information, tq
extort this they were placed in a line. The two first being ques-
tioned. answered, * No se”, (I do not know), & were one after the
other shot. The third also said *“No se” adding, “Fire, I am »
man & can die”, What noble patriots; not a syllable would they
breathe to injure the united cause of their country! The conduct
of the Cacique has been very different; his life will perhaps he
spared, & he has confessed all the plans; & betrayed the point of
union in the Andes. It is said there are already six or seven
hundred together & that there will be in Summer time twice that
number. Embassadors were to have been sent from this tribe to
the Indians at the small Salinas near Bahia Blanca, whom I men-
tioned that this same Cacique had betrayed. The communiecation
therefore extends from the Cordillera to the East coast. General
Rosas® plan is to kill all stragglers & thus drive the rest to a
common point. In the summer, with the assistance of the
Chilians, they are to be attacked in a body; & this operation is to
be repeated for three successive years. T imagine the summer is
chosen as the time for the‘main attack, because the plains are then
ri'l::;ur; I:vater & the In-:imns_ can only travel in particular diree-
il :uﬁif au;:: the‘ Indians to the south of the Rio Negro,

unknown country they would be safe, is pre-

vented by a treaty with the Tehuelches to this effect;—that Rosas

pays them so much to slay hter every Indj .
South of the river, but if th Y neian who passe il

they fail in doing this, the |
: ‘ _ y themselves
zlhlgilﬂbc dejz-lzltcmunated. The war is chiefly agains£ the Indians near

ordillera; for many of the tribes on this Eastern side are

fighting with Rosas. The - ;
thinking that his friends r%;ffﬂ:l, however, like Lord Chestﬁrﬁp:;d,

uiwa}rs places them in the
be thinned, If this warfare

arc hUtEhETEd. d und . .
Production of -‘:atg:I.e; &L:;: ent of country will be gained for the

Sauce wi 1e vallies of the R, Ne , Colorado
e d‘; ;‘igﬁ;?{;ﬁt Ifirnﬂuﬂtlvc i‘n corn, The cnuntr}rgfi]l he in thf;
aucho savages instead of copper coloured Indians.

The former being a little superior in civilization, as they are in-
ferior in every moral virtue. By the above victory a good many
horses were recovered, which had been stolen from Bahia Blanca®,
Amongst the captive girls were two very pretty Spanish ones, who
had been taken by the Indians very young & now could only
speak the Indian language. From their account, they must have
come from Salta, a distance in a straight line of nearly one
thousand miles. This gives one a grand idea of the immense terri-
tory over which the Indians can roam. Great as it is, in another
half century I think there will not be a wild Indian in the Pampas
North of Rio Negro. The warfare is too bloody to last; the
Christians killing every Indian, & the Indians doing the same by
the Christians®® [ also heard some account of an engagement
which took place a few weeks previously to the one mentioned at
Churichoel. This is an island 70 leagues up the R. Negro & very
important as being a pass for horses. A division of the army has
at present its head-quarters there; when they first arrived, they
found a tribe of Indians & killed between twenty & thirty men.
The Cacique escaped in a manner which astonished every one.
The chief Indians always have one or two picked horses, which
they keep ready for any urgent occasion. On one of these, an old
white horse, the Cacique sprung, taking with him his little son;
the horse had neither saddle or bridle; to avoid the shots, the
Indian rode in the peculiar method of his nation, namely an arm
round the horse’s neck & one leg only on the back; thus hanging
on one side, he was seen patting his horse’s head & talking to him.
The pursuers urged every effort in the chase; the Commandante
three times changed his horse. But all would not do. The old
Indian father with his son eseaped & were free. What a fine
picture can one form in one’s mind; the naked bronze-like figure
of the old Indian with his little boy riding like a Mazeppa on the
white horse, thus leaving far behind the host of his pursuers.

I saw one day a soldier striking fire with a piece of flint; which
I immediately recognized as having been a part of the head of an
arrow. He told me it was found near the island of Churichoel, &
that they were frequently picked up there. It was between two
& three inches long, & therefore twice as large as those used in
Tierra del Fuego; it was made of opake eream-coloured flint, but
the point & barbs had been intentionally broken off. It is well
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known that no Pampas Indians now use bows & arrows; 1 believe
o small tribe in Banda Oriental must be _:::»:cfplttﬂ, but they are
widely separated from the Pampas Indlmns & border close to
those tribes which inhabit the forest & live on fﬂ(:-t* Il': appears
therefore to me that these heads of arrows are antiquarian relics
of the Indians before the great changes in habit mnscquffnt on the
. troduction of horses into South America. This & the invention
of eatching animals with the balls, would certainly render the use
of arrows in an open country quite superfluous. In N. America
bones of horses have been found in close proximity to those of the
Mastodon: and T at St Fe Bajada found a horse’s tooth in the
same bank with parts of a Megatherium; if it had not been a
horse's tooth, T never should have for an instant doubted its being
coeval with the Megatherium. Yet the change of habits, proved
by the frequency of the arrow heads, convinces me that the horse
was not an original inhabitant.

Sunday, September 8th. Having at last obtained a Vacciano & passport
for government horses from General Rosas, I started for Buenos
Ayres.® The distance is about 400 miles. The weather was favour-
able, but remarkably hazy; I thought it the forerunner of a gale,
but the Gauchos tell me 1t 1s the smoke from the camp at some
great distance being on fire. To the first Posta 4 leagues, the plain

without any bushes but varied by vallies. The 2nd Posta is on the

R. Sauce, a deep, rapid little river, not above 25 feet wide. It is
quite impassable here & the whole distance to the sea, & forms by
this means a useful barrier against the Indians. Where the road
crosses it, about a league further up, the water does not reach to
the horse’s belly. The Jesuit Falkner, whose information drawn
from the Indians, is generally so very correct in his map, makes it
a great river arising in the Andes. I think he is right, for the
sﬂldir:rs_ say that in the middle of summer there are floods at the
same time with the Colorado; if so it is clear there must be @
channel for the snow water, although it is probably dry during
the greater part of the year, The valley of the Sauce appears very
fertile,itis about a mile wide ; there are large tracts of a wild Turnip
rrmf:h resembling the European; they are good to eat but rather
:mrld_. I arrived here in the af ternoon, & getting fresh horses &
a guide started for the Sierra de la Ventana. The distance was

* See End Map.
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about @ leagues & the ride interesting, as the mountain began to
show its true form. I do not think Nature ever made a more
solitary desolate looking mountain; it well deserves the name of
Hurtado or separated. It's height, caleulated by angular meastire-
ment from the ship, is between 8 & 4,000 feet. It is very steep,
rough & broken, It is so completely destitute of all trees, that
we were unable to find even a stick to streteh out the meat for
roasting, our fire being made of dry thistle stalks. The strangeness
of its appearance chiefly is caused by its abrupt rise from the sea-
like plain, which not only comes up to the foot of the mountain,
but separates the parallel ridges or chains. The uniformity of the
colouring gives extreme quietness to the view. The whitish-grey
of the quartz rock, & the light brown colour of the withered grass
of the plain, is unbroken by the brighter tints of a single bush.
When we arrived at the foot of the main chain, we had mueh dif-
ficulty in finding water; & were afraid we should pass the night
without any; it seems that all the streamlets after flowing a few
hundred yards in the plain, bury themselves. At last we found
some; it was then growing dark & we bivouacced for the night. The
night was very clear & cold, the dew which in the early part
wetted the yergas of the Recado, was in the morning ice. The
water in the kettle was also a solid block. The place where we
slept could not T think have been more than 700 feet above level
of the sea, so that I suppose the neighbourhead of the mountain
caused this unusual degree of eold. The highest part of the Sierra
is composed of four peaks in a gradually lowering order. The two
highest of these can alone be seen from Bahia Blanea. To this part
a ridge or saddle back appears to join. Our halting place was at
the foot of this.

September 9th. In the morning the guide told me to ascend the ridge

&that I could walk along its edge to the very summit. The climbing
up such very rough rocks was fatiguing; the sides are so indented
that what is gained in one five minutes is often lost in the next. At
last when I reached the summit of the ridge, my disappointment
was great to find a precipitous valley, as deep as the plain, separa-
ting me from the four peaks. This valley is very narrow & the sides
steep; it forms a fine horse pass, as the bottom is flat with turf, &
conneets the plains on each side of the mountain. Whilst erossing
it, I saw two horses grazing, Timmediately hid myselfin the long

——
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grass & began with my telescape to reconnoitre them. As  could
see no sign of Indians, I proceeded cautiously onmy i ascent.
It was late in the day, & this part of the mountain like the other
was steep & very rugged. I was on the top of the second peak by
two o'clock, but got there with extreme difficulty; every twenty
vards I had the cramp in the upper parts of both thighs, 50 that
I was afraid I should not have been able to have descended; 1t was
also necessary to find out a new road to the horses, as it was out of
the question to return over the saddle back. I was thu_s obliged to
give up the two higher peaks; their altitude was but little greater
& every purpose of geology was answered; it was not therefore
worth the hazard of any further exertion. I presume the cause of
the cramp was the great change in kind of musecular action from
that of hard riding to still harder elimbing. It is a lesson worth
remembering, as in some cases it might cause much difficulty.
The ice which in many places coated the rocks was very re-
freshing & rendered superfluous the water which I actually carried
to the summit in the corner of a cape of the Indian-rubber cloth.
Altogether I was much disappointed in this mountain; we had
heard of caves, of forests, of beds of coal, of silver & gold &e. &e.
instead of all this, we have a desert mountain of pure quartz rock.
I had hoped the view would at least have been imposing; it was
nothing; the plain was like the ocean without its beautiful colour
or defined horizon. The scene however was novel, & a little danger,
like salt to meat, gave it a relish. That the danger was very little
was clear, by my two companions making a good fire, a thing
never done when it is suspected Indians are near. I returned by
so easy a road, that if I had found it out in the morning I could
have with case reached the highest peak. I reached the horses at
sunset, & drinking much mattee & smoking several little cigaritos,

made up my bed for the night. Tt blew furiously, but I never
passed a more comfortable night. -

September 10th. In the morning we fairly scudded before the gale, &
arrived by the middle of the day at the Sauce Posta., On the r:::ad
We saw very great numbers of deer & near the mountain a Guanaco.
ITshuuid think this latter animal was not to be found any further
hnrtl? on t:]'.lis side of S. America, The plain which a.hut:‘;: against
the Sierra is traversed by curious rayines, they are not ah{}gve 20

fect wide & at least 80 deep; there are very few places where they
are passable, I staid the evening at the Posta, the conversation,
as 1s universally the case, being about the Indians. The Sierra de
la Ventana was formerly a great place of resort for the Indians;
three or four years ago there was much fighting there. My guide
was present when many men were killed: the women escaped to
the saddle back & fought most desperately with big stones; many
of them thus saved themselves,

September 11th. Proceeded on to the 8rd Posta, in company with the

Lieutenant who commandsit. The distanceis called fifteen leagues,
but it 1s only guesswork & generally too much. The road was un-
interesting over a dry grassy plain, & on our left hand at a greater
or less distance were low hills, a chain of which erossed close to the
Posta. Before our arrival we met a large herd of cattle & horses,
guarded by fifteen soldiers, but we were told that many had been
lost. Itis very difficult to drive animals across these plains; if a
lion or even a fox approaches the horses in the night, nothing can
prevent their dispersing in every direction ; & a storm will have the
same effect. A short time since an officer left Buenos Ayres with
500 horses; when he arrived at the army he had under twenty.
Shortly afterwards we perceived by the cloud of dust that a
party of horsemen were approaching; my companions perceived
at a great distance by the streaming hair that they were Indians.
The Indians often have a narrow fillet round their heads, but never
any covering; the long black bair blowing across their faces,
heightens to an uncommon degree the wildness of their appear-
ance. They turned out to be a part of Bernantio’s tribe going to
Salina for salt. The Indians eat much salt, the children sucking
it like sugar; it is a curious contrast with the Gauchos, who hiving
the same life, cat scarcely any. My companions seemed to think
there was not the slightest danger in meeting these gentlemen, &
they know best; but I heard the Commandante of Bahia Blanca tell
one of our officers, that he thought it unsafe for two or three to visit
them, although they are professedly the most friendly Indians,

12th. When at Bahia Blanea, General Rosas sent me a message to

say that an officer with a party of men would in a day or two
arrive there, & that they had orders to accompany me. As the
Lieutenant of this Posta was a very hospitable person 1 de-

il o——
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termined to wait a couple of days for the soldiers. In t_hr: morning
I rode to examine the neighbouring hills; we were dlsnppmni_:cd
in not being able from the haziness to see the Ventana. In coming
to this Posta the day before, my guide 5_]‘““""':1_“']1“1: appeared to
me a strong instance of the accuracy with “'11111311 they know the
bearings of different points. ‘.Th-_en under a hill & many Ifzugues
distant. I asked him where the Posta was. After considering for
some time, for he had nothing in front to guide him, he pointed
out the direction; I marked it with a Kater’s Compass. Some
time afterwards, we were on an eminence from whence he knew
the country certainly, again showing me the direction, it was the
same within 8 degrees, that is the izth part of the horizon. After
dinner the soldiers divided themselves into two parties for a trial
of skill with the balls. Two spears were stuck in the ground 85
yards apart; they were struck & entangled about once in four or
five throws. The balls ean be thrown between 50 & 60 yards, but
over 25 there is not much certainty. Our party had been increased
by two men, who brought a parcel from the next Posta to be for-
warded to the General. There were now hesides myself & guide,
the Lieutenant & his four soldiers. These latter were strange
beings;—the first a fine young Negro; the second half Indian &
Negro; & the two others quite nondeseripts, one an old Chilian
miner of the colour of mahogany, & the other partly a mulatto;
but two such mongrels with such detestable expressions I never
saw before. At night, when they were sitting round the fire &
playing at cards, T retired to view such a Salvator Rosa scene.
They were seated under a low eliff, so that I could look down upon
them; around the party were lying dogs, arms, remnants of Deer
& Ostriches, & their long spears were stuck in the ground ; further,
in the dark background, were horses tied up, ready for any sudden
danger. If the ﬂt:llinr:ss of the desolate plain was broken by one
;’f the dogs barking, a soldier, leaving the fire, would place his
tlﬁ:dn{ﬂizs? '1I:‘ﬂ tln:_[ ground & thus slowly scan the horizon, Even if
What a life of mis 'y 'ti"l“}' e MRt il
least ten leagues f:_\} t;SEEﬂ'ﬂ?ﬂ ﬂli;lpf?ar 5 us tollead. They arens
mitted b o S e Posta, & since the murder com-
e e ey venty from another. The Indians are sup-

€ made their attack in the middle of the night; for
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very early in the morning after the murder, they were luckily scen
approaching this Posta. The whole party however escaped with
the troop of horses, each one taking a line for himself, & driving
with him as many horses as he was able, The little hovel built of
thistle stalks in which they sleep, neither keeps out the wind or
rain, indeed in the latter case, the only effect the roof had was to
condense it into larger drops, They have nothing to eat, excepting
what they can catch, such as Ostriches, Deer, Armadilloes &e. &
their only fuel is the dry stalks of a small plant somewhat re-
sembling an Aloe. The sole luxury which these men enjoved was
smoking the little paper cigars & sucking Mattee. I used to think
that the Carrion Vulture, the constant attendant on these dreary
plains, whilst seated on some little eminence, seemed by his very
patience to say, “Ah when the Indians come, we shall have a
feast™.

September 18th. We all sallied forth to hunt; we had no success; there

were however some animated chaces & good attempts to ball various
animals. The plain here abounds with three sorts of partridges;
two, very large, like hen-pheasants. Their destroyer, a small pretty
fox, is also singularly numerous; we could not in the course of the
day have seen less than 40 or 50 of these animals. They were
generally near their holes; but the dogs killed one. Two of our
party had separated themselves from us; on our return we found
they had been rather more successful, having killed a lion & found
an Ostriche’s nest with 16 eggs. These latter afforded us an ex-
cellent supper.

14th. As the men belonging to the next Posta meant to return, we

should together make a party of five & all armed, I determined to
start & not wait for the officer. After galloping some leagues, we
came to a low swampy country, which extends for nearly 80 miles
to the Sierra Tapalken. In some parts there are fine damp grass
plains; others black & rather peaty & very soft; many extensive
fresh-water but shallow lakes; & large beds of reeds; it resembles
the better part of the Cambridgeshire Fens. This Posta being a
very long one, each of us had two horses. Having passed many
swamps we found a dry spot & there passed the night.,

15th. Rose very early in the morning; passed in the road the 4th

Posta, where the men were murdered. The Lieutenant, when
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T T . Arrived in the middle of
durea wounds in his body. Arrived m
found, had 18 Chusa W Tiere ave 2] sneh Zasibis the cantral &

day at the 5th Posta. . .
E::is-t 1:*.;]1n5¢d part of the line of Postas. The Rancho is built on

the edge of a large lake, t{'rming: with wild fowl; ﬂ“‘lﬂﬂg{?ﬂjﬂliﬂh
the black necked swan was CORSpICuOUS. There was some iflicu lty
about horses, so 1 determined to 5]::{*13 Imrc: In the evening the
coldiers returned from hunting, bringing “-'1_1:11 them sew::nhdeer,
3 ostriches, & 40 of thewr eggs, many partridges & Armadilloes.
It is the constant habit of the soldiers wherever they go tq fire f:he
plain; we made several fires. which at night were seen burning with
great brilliancy. They do this to improve tl}e pasture :E'ﬁ_perhaps
also to puzzle any straggling Indians. Slept in the open air, as the
Rancho consisted only of an enclosure of reeds, without any roof.

September 16th, To the 6th Posta; soil h}ac}i & very scfft, generally
covered with long coarse herbage ;—laborious travelling. Rancho
here very neat; the posts & rafters were made by a dozen dry stalks
bound together with thongs of hide. By the aid of these Ionie
looking columns the sides & roof were thatched with reeds. To the
7th Posta, country improving, like Cottenham fen in Cambridge-
shire. A great abundance of beautiful wild fowl. This posta is close
to the Southern base of Sierra Tapalken; which Sierra is a low
broken ridge of Quartz rock 2 or 300 feet high, extending to the
East to Cape Corrientes, but no great distance within the Interior.
I was here told a fact, which, if I had not partly ocular proof,
I eould not eredit. That in the previous night there had been a
hailstorm (I saw lightning to the North) & that the pieces of 1ce
were as large as small apples & very hard. They fell with such
foree as to kill almost all the small animals. The men had already
found twenty deers & I saw their fresh hides; one of the party a
few minutes after my arrival, brought in seven of them. Now I
well know that one man without dogs would hardly kill seven in
a week : they thought they had seen about 15 dead ostriches; part
of one I eat; likewise saw a large partridge with great black mark
on its back, where it had been struck. Many ducks & hawks were
killed & ostriches were then running about evidently blind in one
eye. My informer received a severe eut upon the head. This extra-
ordinary storm extended but for a short distance.

To th[: 8th Posta; galloped very fast over an extremely fine
grass plain. Arrived at the Posta on the R, Tapalguen after it was
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dark. At supper I was suddenly struek with horror that T was
eating one of the very favourite dishes of the country, viz. a half
formed calf, long before its time of birth. It turned out to be the
Lion or Puma; the flesh is very white & remarkably like veal in
its taste. Dr Shaw was laughed at for stating that “the flesh of
the Lion (of Africa) is in great esteem, having no small affinity
with veal, both in colour, taste & flavour”. Yet the Puma & Lion
are not, I believe, closer allied than any other two of the Cat genus.
The Gauchos differ much whether the Jaguar is good eating;
but all agree that the Cat is excellent.

September 17th. To the 9th Posta. Followed the eourse of the R.
Tapalguen; very fertile country. Tapalguen itself or the town of
Tapalguen is a curious place. Itis a perfectly flat plain, studded as
far as the eye reaches with the Toldos or oven-like huts of Indians,
The greater part of the families of the men with Rosas live here.
There are immense herds of horses & some sheep. We met & passed
many young Indian women, riding by twos & threes on the same
horse. These & many of the young men were strikingly handsome;
their fine ruddy colour is the very picture of health. Besides the
Toldos, there are three Ranchos, one with a Commandante, & two
others Pulperia’s or shops. We here bought some biscuit. T had
now been several days without tasting anything except meat &
drinking mattee. I found this new regimen agreed very well with
me, but I at the same time felt hard exercise was necessary to
make it do so. I have no doubt that the Gauchos living so much
on meat, is the cause that they, like other carnivorous animals,
can go a long time without food, & can withstand much exposure.
I was told that some troops from Tandeel were in pursuit of some
Indians, & that for three days they neither tasted water or food.
What other troops would not have killed their horses?

To the 10th Posta; plain, partly swamp & partly good to the
East of the R. Tapalguen.

18th. To the 11th & 12th Posta. A long ride through a country
similar to the last stage. We passed a small tribe of Indians going
from Tapalguen to the Guardia del Monte for commerce, The
women rode the horses with goods; these are of hides & articles
woven by hand of wool, such as cloths or yergas & garters. The
patterns are very pretty & brilliantly coloured. The workmanship
is so good, that an English merchant in Buenos Ayres declared

B Ea
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that the ones which I had, were of English manufacture. He was
Jot convineed to the contrary, until he observed that the tassels
were ﬂcﬂ up with .'.\P].Jt SINEW. _

19th to 18th to 14th Posta: we had toride for a long distance in
water above the horses’ knees. By crossing the stirrups & riding
Arab like with the legs cocked up, we managed to keep pretty dry,
As it was growing dark we crossed the Salado: at this time it was
about 40 yards wide, but very deep; in the summer it becomes
nearly dry, the little water being as salt as the sea. I oughttohave
mentioned that the 12th Posta, about 7 leagues to the South of
the Salado, was the first Estancia where we saw cattle & a white
woman. Having crossed the Salado, we slept at the Posta which
was one of the great Estancias of General Rosas. It was fortified
& of such extent, that arriving in the dark I thought 1t was a
town & fortress. There were immense herds of cattle, as well there
might be, the General here having 74 square leagues of land. He
used to have three or four hundred Peons working here & defied
all the efforts of the Indians. I was treated very hospitably, & [in]
the morning started for Guardia del Monte.

September 19th. This is a nice scattered little town, with many gar-
dens, full of peaches and quinces. The camp here looked like that
around Buenos Ayres; the turf short & green (from the grazing &
manuring by cattle?) with much clover, beds of thistles & Bis-
catche holes. I first noticed here two plants which Botanists say
have been introduced by the Spaniards. Fennel, which grows in
the preatest abundance in all the hedge-rows; & a thistle looking
plant, which, especially in Banda Oriental, forms immense beds
!eagues in extent, & quite impenetrable by man or beast: it ﬂcﬂﬁiﬁ
in the most unfrequented places near Maldonado: in the vallies
near Rozario, in Entre Rios, &c. &e. The whole country between
f;hF Uruguay & M. Video is choked up with it; yet Botanists say
1t 1s the common artichoke, run wild, An intelligent farmer on the
R, Urugua:.f told me that in a deserted garden he had seen the
planted artichokes degenerating into this plant. Of course this
man had never heard of the theories of Botanists. T certainly
NEVer saw it South of R. Salado. The true thistle, (variegated
g;uen &. white like the sort called sow-thistles,) & ':1.'hich chiefly
Ef iﬁ:ﬂa lg the Pampas of Buenos Ayres, I noticed in the valley

- 9auce. There is a very large fresh water lake near the
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town; on the coast I found a perfect piece of the case of the Mega-
therium. Whilst the postmaster sent for horses several people
questioned me concerning the army. I never saw anything like
the enthusiasm for Rosas & for the success of this **most just of

all wars, because against barbarians™. It is, however, natural
enough, for even here neither man, woman, horse or cow, was
safe from the attacks of the Indians. The enthusiasm for Rosas
was universal & when some events which subsequently will be
mentioned, happened, I was not at all surprised.

To the 16th, 17th & 18th Posta. Country of one uniform ap-
pearance: rich green plain, abundance of cattle, horses & sheep;
here & there the solitary Estancia, with its Ombu tree. In the
evening torrents of rain, arrived after dark at the Posta; was told
that if I travelled by the Post I might sleep there; if not I must
pass on, for there were so many robbers about, he could trust no-
body. Upon reading my passport, & finding that I was a
Naturalista, his respect & civility were as strong as his suspicions
had been before. What a Naturalista is, neither he or his country-
men had any idea; but I am not sure that my title loses any of its
value from this cause.

September 20th. In two more Postas reached the city; was much de-

layed on the road from the rain of the day before. Buenos Ayres
looked quite pretty; with its Agave hedges, its groves of Olives,
peaches & Willows; all just throwing out their fresh green leaves.
I rode to the house of Mr Lumb, an English merchant, who gave
me a most hospitable reception; I soon enjoyed all the comforts
of an English house.

21s5t-26th. These few days of rest were very pleasant, I bad plenty

of business to transact; & was employed in obtaining letters of
introduction, passport &e. for St Fe. My servant having arrived
from M. Video, I despatched him to an English Estancia to shoot

& skin birds.

omih. At one o’clock I managed to make a start®. Werode foran hour

in the dark & slept three leagues this side of the town of Luxan.

(28th.) We passed it; the town is small & pretty looking, but all the

Spanish towns are built on exactly the same model. There is a fine

wooden bridge over the R. Luxan, a most unusual luxury in this
# See End Map.
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country. We passed Areco, another small town, The eoyy, r 1898 BUENOS AYRES TO ST FE 185

pears level, but it is not so in fact; for in various places th
is extensive. The Estancias are wide apart; for there is it
pasture, the plains being covered by thistles & an acpig ¢ good
The former was two thirds grown, reaching up to the ho :ﬁcm‘r.
at this period; it grows in clumps & is of a brilliant rse’s bagl
sembling in miniature a fine forest. In many parts ﬁiﬂeng Te-
ground was dry, the thistles had not even sprung from th ere the
but all was bare & dusty like a turnpike road. In summ e
ling is sufficiently dangerous, for the thistles furnish an eepn
' an exeell
retreat & home for numerous robbers, where the li el
-::.ut throats with perfect impunity, There is ]_ittlgrhﬂ:l Ve, rob &
mﬁng {:-jrer this country, few anim;{ls except the Eisﬂatﬂi'lest 1n .
hlri:ls mmhahit these great thistle beds. che, & fewer
ba;e;:];:]; :dmrlg crossed Tthe arrecife, on a raft made of empty
- hed together. We slept at the Post h
side, I pﬂld this dav for 31 lea & wi DHF-.E on the furl;her
little fatigued. When the 3 sg::ﬁ] with a b?lr.mng sun, was but
50 leagues, as mentioned l}:: Headmll“gfrljlf hrldmg an ?B'Ster*'
very great difficulty. But then it ﬂlilst ght be managed with no
thut 4 man who pays for 50 lea oepecially berenion s
rides 150 English miles—the dist gues by th_e post, by no means
';.'tIf 31 leagues was only 76 Enﬁl-jﬂ-rliﬂc IS S0 !.uu?ﬂrsa.lﬂy exaggerated,
Mg 4 miles for curvatures in t%:l i mﬂﬂs_m a straight line; a.Ianr
day’s journey reduced by the bt Erve 80 miles. Head’s
8 much more credible distance T‘Lme proportion gives 129 miles;
Su"dﬂy' September 201} Arr] - +an 150 geographical ones. .
+ Armved in the evening at the town of

St Nicholas; it is s;
s 1015 situat
I here first saw this nnﬁglleﬂfi:: ¢ of the branches of the Parallﬂ

anchored at the ver. There were some large vessels
on which the town is built.

e hﬂrimh

1at nea?'l}' all the good people in £hE
; mrt&us thieves; they soon proved it bY
ad generally ran near the Parana, & W&
S Im('l We crossed several streams; the watcr
¥ formed a cascade 20 feet high. ThiS
Phenomenon in this country. At the
oceurrence of a rapidly running brook
k. Entered Rozario, a large & striking

with watep Loo salt ¢4 dri
n

looking town, built on a dead level plain which forms o eliff about
sixty feet high over the Parana. The river here is very broad with
many islands, which are low & wooded, as is also the coast of the
opposite shore. The view would resemble that of a great lake, if it
were not for the linear shaped islands, which alone give the idea
of running water. The cliffs are the most picturesque part, some-
times absolutely perpendicular & of a red colour, at other times in
large broken masses covered with Cacti & Mimosa trees. The real
grandeur, however, of an immense river is derived from reflecting
how important a means of communication & commeree it forms
between one nation & another—to what a distance it travels—
from how vast a territory it drains the great body of fresh water
which flows before your feet. At Rozario, I had a letter of intro-
duction to a most hospitable Spaniard, who was kind enough
to lend me a pistol. Having obtained this most indispensable
article, I galloped on as far as the Colegio de St Carlos. A town
known by the size of its church &1t is said, the hospitality & virtue
of the friars. For many leagues to the North & South of St
Nicholas & Rozario, the country is really level; it deserves nearly
all which travellers have written about these plains. Yet I have
never seen & spot where by slowly turning round, objects could
not be seen at a greater distance in some points than in others;
& this manifestly proves an inequality in the plain. As at sea, the
horizon is of course very limited; this entirely destroys a degree
of grandeur which one would be apt to imagine a vast level plain
would possess. On the sea, your eye being 6 feet above the water,
the horizon is distant two & four-fifths miles.

October 1st. Started by moonlight & arrived at the R. Tercero by

sunrise. This river is also called the Saladillo, & it deserves the
name for the water is brackish. I staid here the greater part of
the day, searching for bones in the cliff. Old Falkner mentions
having seen great bones in this river. I found a curious & large
cutting tooth. Having also heard of some *“giant’s” bones on the
Parana, I hired a canoe; there were two groups of bones sticking
out of a cliff which came perpendicular into the water. The bones
were very large, I believe belonging to the Mastodon. They were
so completely decayed & soft, that I was unable to extract even
o small bone. In the evening rode on another stage on the road,
crossing the Monge, another brackish stream.
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her 2nd. Unwell & feverish, from having exerted myself too mygl, _ H ST FE BPAJADA 187

Grfﬂ Jh::tll':- l The change in latitude between St Fe & Buenosg Ayres ing that the Beagle would sail long before she eventually did,
T ;hzj;ugdfgmﬁ: the change in. iR < i3 xauen. greater ievens :' iguv‘c up this Plfm‘ & 'Fllt'tnrminml to return ‘irn m‘ffliﬂtﬁlitﬂlﬂ.
thing shows 1t; the dress & complexion of Fh'-?‘ inhabitants, the ! yres. I wasunable to hire a boat so took a passage in a Balandra.
increased size of the Ombus, mMany TAE= mctl.', the greater hﬂﬂ-ﬂt}" Oclober 6th-11th. By the indolence of the master & from bad weather
of the birds & flowers; all proves thehgreat.cr i_nﬂuence of the sun. I was delayed five days. The time passed pleasantly, & [I] was en-
We passed Corunda, from the luxuriance of its gardens it is the abled to see the peology of the surrounding district, & this nossessed
prettiest village 1 have seen. From this place to 5t Fe, the road is no common interest. The Bajada itself is a quiet town; about as
not very safe; it runs through one large wood of low prickly trees, large as St Fe or St Nicholas: it contained in 1825, 6000 in-
appﬂl‘t'l“lt'l}- all Mimosa. As there are no lmbi_tﬂtimls to the West of habitants. The whole province only contains 80,000, Yet here
this part of the Parana, the Indians sometime come down & kill there are representatives, ministers, standing army, governors
passengers. On the road: there were some houses now/cescrted &e. &c. Few as they are, none have suffered more from desperate
from haying been plundered; there was also a spectacle which my & bloody Tevuiutimns_‘ In some future day, however, this will be
guide looked at with great satisfaction, viz. the skeleton with the one of the finest provinees. As 1ts name EXpresses, it is surrounded

on every side by the magnificent rivers, the Parana & the
Uruguay; the land is most fertile. Here there is no fear of the
Indians: an immense advantage over their neighbours; to the
North of St Fe, there is not a single Estancia on the West of the
Parana; & we have seen that the road is not safe between the
Capital & Corunda.

My usual walk during these days was to the cliffs on the Parana
to admire the view of the river & pick up fossil shells. Amongst

dried skin hanging to the bones, of an Indian suspended to a tree.
The wood had a pretty appearance opening into glades like a lawn,
We changed our horses at a Posta, where there are twenty
soldiers; & by sunset arrived at St Fe. There was much delay on
the road. on account of having to cross an arm of the Parana,
St Fe being situated in a large island. I was much exhausted &
was very glad to procure an unfurnished room.

8rd & Ath. Unwell in bed. St Fe is [a] nice, straggling town, with the fallen masses of rock, vegetation was very luxuriant; there
many gardens. It is kept clean & in good order. The gt}?ﬂrnﬂr__éf- were many beautiful flowers, around which humming birds were
the provinee, Lopez, is a tyrant; which perhaps is the best form hovering. 1 could almost fancy that I was transported to that

of government for the inhabitants. He was a common soldier at earthly paradise, Brazil.
i;g; ::-;iﬂ:lﬂT:Tll:ljtﬁ?n &I ha:s now been 17 years .in power. His ﬂhi%f_.' 12¢h. Embarked on board the Balandra; a one masted vessel of a
48 of t} Th s ndians; a short time since he sla.ug_hte-;:_red. hundred tuns; we made sail down the current. The weather con-
1em. The children are sold for between 8 & 4 pound sterling. tinuing bad, we only went a few leagues & fastened the vessel to

the trees on one of the islands. The Parana is full of islands. They

Sth. Crossed tl - i T2
¢ Parana to St Fe Bajada, or as it is now called are all of one character, composed of muddy sand, at present

Parana, the capital of Entre Rios. The passage took up four

hours: windi 3 ; obout four feet above the level of the water; in the floods they are
& rapid, w.i?i::?;:;ge d iferent branches, which are all decp covered. An abundance of willows & two or three other sorts of
is more than a mile from IS_'" arm &_EITW'E{I at the Port, The town trees grow on them, & the whole is rendered a complete jungle by
8 not to be exposed so T l]‘- er; it was placed there former ly 50 the variety & profusion of creeping plants. These thickets afford
Todians: Thaduictis o much to Fhe attacks of the Pjar&gllﬂl"_ a safe lturbt?ur for many capinchas & tigers. The Fear_nt‘ thts_e Intter
treated me with the oot introduction to an old Catalonian, ‘W.h? animals quite destroyed all pleasure in scrambling in the islands.
tention had been t 165t uncommon hospitality. My original 11~ On this day I had not proceeded a hundred yards, before finding

i to cross the provinee of Entre Rios & returll by the most indubitable & recent sign of the tiger. I was obliged to

the Banda Or;
nda Oriental to B. Ayres, Not being quite well and think:
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:  icland there are tracks; asin a former exeurs

:;t::ﬂ:ﬁ‘i:;:’f; the Indians had been the c‘nnstjmt Suhjeets}?:,
shservation, so in this Was the “rastro del tigre™. .

The jaguar is 8 much more dangerous animal than is generally
EHPP‘}S‘T‘I" they have killed several 1\'and~c111ttf_r5; occassionally
thev enter vessels. There is & Man now in the ]?ﬂ]ﬂdﬂ, who EﬂTHin:E
up from below at night fime was seized by a tiger, but he escaped
with the loss of the use of one arm.—When the floods drive the
tigers out of the ‘lands, they are most dangerous. A few years
since a very large one entered a church at St Fe. Two padres
entering one after the other were killed, a third coming to see what
was the cause of their delay, escaped with difficulty, The beast
was killed by unroofing one corner of the room & firing at it. The
tigers annually kill a considerable number of young oxen & horses.
These islands undergo a constant round of deeay & renovation,
In the memory of the master several large ones had disappeared,
others again had been formed & protected by vegetation.

October 18th & 14th. A constant gale & rain from the S.E.; remained
at our moorings. The greater part of the time I passed in bed,
as the cabin was too low to sit up in. There was also good sportin

fishing, the river abounds in large & extraordinary looking fish,
which are excellent food.

15th. We got under weigh; passed Punta Gorda, where there is &
mlc:n}* of tame Indians from the province of Missiones. We sailed
rapidly down the current; before sunset, from a silly fear of bad
weather, brought to in a narrow arm or *Riacho”. I took the
b'n:_mt+& rowed some distance up the creck; it was very narrow,
;‘tmdmg & deep; on each side there was a wall 80 or 40 feet hlgh
ormed by the trees entwined with creepers. This gave to the

2:11:1,} 2 El{:gﬂ sily gl"':fﬂm? appearance. I here saw a very extra:
Elaﬁti:rzfs m?' the scissor-beak. The lower mandible is as flat &
thie s Ef’;?"‘fgjﬂf paper-cutter, it is an inch & a half longer than
mtﬁﬁﬂ? J) 1th its z_nuuth wide open i the Iomex mandible im-

some depth in the water, it flies rapidly up & down the

stream. Th 5 :
fish. us ploughing the surface, it occassionally seizes & small

I}:—E quite tropical; the thermometer 79% A%
ies, & the mosquitoes very troublesome. I ex:
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posed my hand for five minutes, it was black with them: I do not
think there could have been less than 50, all busy with sucking.
At night, I slept on deck, the greater coolness allowing the head
& face to be covered up with comfort.

October 16th. Some leagues above Rozario we came to cliffs which

are absolutely perpendicular, these form the West bank to below
St Nicholas; & the whole coast more resembles that of a sea, than
o [resh-water river. Itisa great drawback to the scenery of the
Parana, that from the soft nature of the banks, all the water 1s
very muddy. The Uruguay is much clearer, & 1 am told where the
two waters flow in one channel, they may clearly be distinguished
by their black & red colours. In the evening, the wind not being
quite fair, the master was much too indolent to think of pro-
ceeding. Moored 5 leagues above St Nicholas.

17th. Gale: remained stationary.
18th & 19¢h. Sailed quietly on with gentle winds, & anchored in the

middle of the night near the mouth of the Parana, called Las
Palmas.

20th. I was very anxious to reach B. Ayres, so that I determined to

leavethe vessel at Las Conchas & ride into town—a distance about
20 miles. After changing my vessel three times in order to pass
the bar, I obtained a canoe, & we paddled quickly along to the
Punta de St Fernando. The channel is narrow & several miles
long. On each side the islands were covered with peaches &
Oranges. These haye been planted by nature, & flourish so well,
that the market of B. Ayres, in the fruit season, is supplied by
them. On one of the islands I saw a bevy of fine gallinaceous
birds of a black colour & nearly the size of a Turkey. Upon
leaving the canoe, I found to my utter astonishment I was a sort
of prisoner. About a week before, a violent revolution had broken
out: all the ports were under an embargo. I could not return to
my vessel, & as for going by land to the city it was out ol the
question. After a long conversation with the Commandante I ob-
tained permission to go the next day to General Rolor, who com-
manded a division of the rebels on this side of the Capital.

21st. Arrived early in the morning at Rolor’s encampment. The

general, officers, & soldiers all appeared, & I believe really were,
great villains, The General told me that the city was in a state of
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that he could only give me a passport to e
General in chief (of the rebels) at _Quilme:-:.i I had therefore to take
o oreat sweep round the (iit}r; & it was with very much difficulty
that 1 procured horses, When I arrived at the encampment, they
wore civil, but told me 1 ecould not be allowed to enter. This wae
General Rosase's party; & his brother was there. I soon began
¢, talk about the General's civility to me at the R, Colorado,
Magic could not have altered circumstances quicker than thijs
conversation did. At last thev offered me the choice to enter the
citv on foot, without my Peon, horses &e. &e. & without a pass-

close blockade;

port. I was too glad to accept it, & an officer was sent to give

directions not to stop me at the bridge. The road, about a league
in length, was quite deserted; I met one party of soldiers, but I
satisfied them with an old passport, I was exceedingly glad when
I found myvself safe on the stones of Buenos Ayres.

This revolution is nothing more or less than a downright re-
bellion. A party of men who are attached to General Rosas, were
disgusted with the Governor; they left the city to the number of
70, & with the crv of Rosas, the whole country took arms. The
city was then closely blockaded: no provisions, cattle, or horses
are allowed to enter, excepting this, there is only a little skir-
mishing, a few men daily killed. The outside party well know
that by stopping the supply of meat, they will certainly be
victorious,
~ General Rosas could not have known of this rising; but I think
It quite consonant with his schemes. A year ago he was elected
Governor; he refused it, without the Sala would also give him
extraordinary powers. This they refused, & now Rosas means to
show them that no other Governor can keep his place. The War*
;‘;are on both sides was avowedly protracted till it was pnssihlﬂ to
:—‘H Frﬂm'Hﬂﬁa&;. A note arrived a few days after my ]eaviﬂg_.B-
i }fr]f!:, which stated that the (General disapproved of peace hﬂmg
L:]ﬂ ﬂ;* }I}”t that he thought the outside party had justice on their
1 :,",L zhtant]].' on 1f]1¢ reception of this the Governor & ministers
drﬂg;:lﬂ , & t-]"l["j.-"' with t]:lE I'ﬂﬂitﬂl‘:,’ to the amount of some hun-

reds, flew from the city. The rebels entered, elected a new
Governor, & were paid for their services to tl : ber of 5,500
men. It is clear to me th t Rosas ool IIHC LA ?lutﬂ
Dictator, g at Rosas ultimately must be abso

Y object to the term king) of this country.
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October 22nd-November 18, These disturbances eaused me much in-
convenience; my servant was outside, I was obliged to bribe a man
to smuggle him in through the belligerents. His clothese, my
riding gear, collections from St Fe were outside, with no possi-
bility of obtaining them. I was, however, lucky in having them all
sent to me at M. Video. The residence in the town was disagree-
able, it was difficult to transact any business, the shops being
closed; & there were constant apprehensions of the town being
ransacked. The real danger lay with the lawless soldiery within;
they robbed many people in the day time, & at night the very
sentinels stopped people to demand money from them.

ond. With sufficient trouble got on board the Packet; found it
crowded with men, women & children, glad to escape from so
miserable a town.

3rd & 4th. After a long passage, arrived at M. Video; 1 went on
board the Beagle: was astonished to hear we were not to sail till
the beginning of December: the cause of this great delay was the
necessity of finishing all charts, the materials for which had been
collected by the Schooners.

5th. The poop-cabin being full of workers, I took up my residence
on shore, so as to make the most of this additional month.

6th. Had a long gallop to the East end of the Barrancas de St
Gregorio: was disappointed in the geology, but had a pleasant
gallop along the coast of the Plata. It was necessary to cross the
St Lucia near its mouth. We passed in a boat: the horses were
obliged to swim at least 600 yards; I was surprised to see with
what ease they performed it, We did not return till so late, that
I slept at a Rancho, & (7th) returned home early in the morning.

8th-18th. I prepared for a ride to see the R. Uruguay & its tributary
the R. Negro*. These days were lost by true Spanish delay in

giving me my passport, letters &e. &e.
14¢h. Started in the afternoon & slept in the house of my Vaqueano
in Canelones. (15th.) In the morning we rose carly in the hopes of
being able to ride a good distance; it was a vain attempt, for all
the rivers were flooded; we passed R. Canelones, St Lucia & San
Jose in boats, & thus lost much time: at night we slept at the Post
house of Cufré. In the course of the day, I was amused by seeing

* See End Map.
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the dexterity with which some Peons crossed over the rivers, As
soon as the horse 1s out of its depth, the man slips backwards &
seizing the tail is towed across: on the other side he pulls himself on
again. A naked man on a naked horse is a very fine spec tacle: T had

no idea how well the two animals suited each other: as the Peong
were galloping about they reminded me of the Elgin marbles,

November 16th. Not being quite well, stayed the whole day at this
house. In the evening the Post-man or letter carrier arrived; he
was a day after his time, owing to the R. Rozario being flooded. It
could not however be of much consequence, for although he passes

through some of the principal towns in Banda Oriental, hisluggage

consisted of two letters. The view from the house was pleasing, an
undulating green surface, with distant ghmpses of the Plata.
I find I look at this province with very different eyes from what
I did upon my first arrival. Irecollect I then thought it singularly
level: but now after galloping over the Pampas, my only surprise
is what could have induced me ever to have called it level; the
country is a series of undulations, in themselyes perhaps not
absolutely great, but as compared to the plains of St Fe real
mountains. From these inequalities there is an abundance of
small rivulets, & the turf is green & luxuriant.

17th. We crossed the Rozario, which was deep & rapid, & passing

the village of Colla, arrived at mid-day at Colonia del Sacramiento.
The distance is twenty leagues through a fine grass country, but
which is very poorly stocked with cattle or inhabitants. I was in-
vited to sleep at Colonia & to accompany on the following day a
gentleman to his Estancia, where there were some rocks of recent
limestone. The town is built on a stony promontory something in
the same manner as M. Video. It is strongly fortified, but both
fortifications & town suffered much from the Brazilian war. It is
very ancient, & from the irregularity of the streets & the sur-
rounding groves of old Orange trees & peaches, had a pretty ap-
pearance. The church is a curious ruin; it was used as a powder
magazine & was struck by lightning in one of the ten thousand
storms of the Rio Plata. Two thirds of the building was blownt
away to the very foundation, & the rest stands a shattered &
eurious monument of the united powers of lightning & ngpﬂWdEI' .
In the evening I wandered about the half demolished walls of the
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town. It was the chief seat of the Brazilian war; a war most in-
jurious to this country, not so much in its immediate effects, us
in being the origin of a multitude of Generals, & all other grades
of officers. More generals are numbered (but not paid) in the
United Provinees of La Plata than in Great Britain. These gentle-
men have learned to like power & do not object toa little skirmish-
ing. Hence arises a constant temptation to fresh revolutions,
which in proportion as they are easily effected, so are they easily
overturned. I noticed here & in other places a very general interest
in the ensuing clection for the President; & this appears a good
sign for the stability of this little country. The inhabitants do not
require much education in their representatives; I heard some
men discussing the merits of those for Colonia; “that although
they were not men of business, they could all sign their names".
With this every reasonable man was satisfied.

November 18th, Rode with my host to his Estancia at the Arroyo de
St Juan. In the evening we took a circuit round the estate; it con-
tained two square leagues & a half, & was situated in what is called
a rincon: that is one side is fronted by the Plata, & the two others
are guarded by impassable brooks. There is an excellent port for
little vessels, & an abundance of small wood, which is valuable as
supplying fuel to Buenos Ayres. I was curious to know the value
of so complete an Estancia; at present there are 3000 cattle & it
would well support three or four times the number; there are 800
mares, 150 broken horses, 600 sheep; plenty of water & limestone;
a rough house, excellent corrals, & a peach orchard. For all this
he has been offered 2000£ & only wants 500£ additional, & prob-
ably would sell it for less. The chief trouble with an Estancia is
driving all the cattle twice a week to a central spot, in order to
iake them tame & to count them. This latter would be thought
a difficult operation, when there are ten or fifteen thousand head
together; it is managed on the principle that the eattle invariably
divide themselves into little troops from forty to an hundred.
Each troop is recognised by a few peculiarly marked animals, &
its number is known: thus one being lost out of ten thousand is
perceived by its absence from one of the tropillas. During astormy
night the cattle all mingle together; but the next morning all the
tropillas separate as before.
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November 19th, Passed the town of las Vacas; it i1s a straggling vil-
lage, built on an arm of the Uruguay, & has a good deal of trade up
the river. Slept at a North American’s, who works a lime kiln on
the Arrovo de las Vivoras.

o0th. In the morning went out riding to Punta Gorda; on the road
tried to find a Jaguar; saw very fresh tracks & the trees against
which they are said to sharpen their claws: the bark was cut up
& grooved by scratches a yard long: we did not succeed in dis-
turbing one. The low, thick woods on the coast of the Uruguay
afford an excellent harbour for such animals. At Punta Gorda, the
R. Uruguay presented a noble body of water; its appearance is
superior to that of the Parana from the clearness of the water &
rapidity of the stream: on the opposite coast there are several
branches, which enter from the Parana; when the sun shines, the
two colours of the water may be seen quite distinet. The house &
lime-kiln were for this country unusually old, being built 108
years since. I was told a curious circumstance respecting the
Lime-kiln. At the instant of the revolution it was full of fresh
burnt lime; from the state of [the] country it was left 18 years
untouched: on the surface young trees were growing, whilst in the
middle the lime was quick. When they dug down to the place
where the half-burnt wood is left, in a few minutes it kindled &
burst out into flames. This caused uncommon superstitious fears
amongst the workmen; but the owner tells me this is always the
case in a lime-kiln opened after a few months interval.

At this Estancia many mares (mares are never ridden in this
country) are killed every week for their skins, which are worth
5 paper dollars each or about half a crown. I heard of some feats
in the lassoing line. One individual will stand 12 yards from the
gate of the Corral, & will bet that he will cateh every horse by the
legs as it rushes by him. Another will enter on foot a corral, catch
a mare, fasten its front legs, drive it out, throw it down, kill, skin
& stake the hide, (a tedious job) & this whole operation he will
perform on 22 mares in one day; or he will skin 50 in the same
time. This is prodigious; for it is generally considered [a] good
day's work, solely to skin or stake 15 or 16 animals.
Nr:].i*;l';cnﬁ;ngzg ;{tﬁariei\:;n :]SIE ;{:;a};j to Mercédes or Capella
like that near lic}ruila. & Pf]i 5'l‘:: i ﬂPEh e ﬂﬂ‘ﬂﬂlﬂ- e

, & which invariably grows in the low
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bottoms near streams & rivers. At night we asked permission to
sleep at an Estancia at which we happened to arrive, It was a
very large estate, being ten leagues square, & the owner at Buenos
Ayres is one of the greatest landowners in the country. His nephew
had charge of it & with him there was a Captain of the army, who
the other day ran away from Buenos Ayres. Considering their
station their conversation was rather amusing. They expressed,
as was usual, unbounded astonishment at the globe being round,
& could scarcely credit that a hole would if deep enough come out
on the other side. They had, however, heard of a country where
there were six months light & six of darkness, & they said the in-
habitants were very tall & thin. They were curious about the price
& condition of horses & cattle; upon finding out we did not in
England catch our animals with the lazo, they added ** Ah, then
you use nothing but the holas™: the idea of an enclosed country
was quite new to them. The Captain at last said he had one ques-
tion to ask me, & he should be very much obliged if T would
answer him with all truth. I trembled to think how deeply
scientific it would be: it was, “Whether the ladies of Buenos
Avyres were not the handsomest in the world . I replied, ** Charm-
ingly so”. He added, “I haye one other question: Do ladies in
any other part of the world wear such large combs?” I solemnly
assured him they did not. They were absolutely delighted. The
Captain exclaimed, “Look there, a man, who has seen half the
world, says it is the case; we always thought so, but now we know
it”. My excellent judgment in beauty procured me a most hos-
pitable reception; the Captain forced me to take his bed, & he
would sleep on his Recado.

November 21si. Started at sunrise, & rode slowly during the whole

day. The geological nature of the country is here different from the
rest of the province, & closely resembles that of the Pampas. From
this cause we here have immense beds of the thistle, as well as the
cardoon: the whole country indeed may be called one great bed.
The two sorts grow separate, each plant in company with its own
kind. The cardoon is as high as a horse’s back; but the Pampas
thistle often higher than the crown of the head of the rider. To
leave the road for a yard is out of the question, & the road itself
is partly, & in some cases entirely, closed; pasture of course there
is none; if cattle or horses once enter the bed they are for the time,
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completely lost. For this reason, it is very hﬂ.mrdmils to attempt
to drive cattle at this season of the year, for when jaded enough
to face the prickles, they rush amongst the thistles & are seen no
more. From the same causc there are but few Estancias, & these
near damp vallies, where the thistle will not grow. As night came
on. before we could arrive at the house of an Englishman for
whom I had a letter of introduction, we slept at a Rancho.

November 22nd. Arrived at the Estancia of the Berquelo, near Mer-
cedes. & found the owner not at home; he returned in the evening
& I spent the day in geologising the neighbouring country.

a2grd. Rode to the Capella Nueva; a straggling village & saw the
R. Negro; it is a fine river, blue water & running stream; it is
nearly as large as its namesake to the South.

24th. Went with my host to the Sierra del Pedro Flaco about 20
miles up the R. Negro. The greater part of the ride was through
long grass, up to the horse’s belly. There are few Estancias &
leagues of camp without a head of cattle. The country left to
nature as it now is would easily produce 5 or 6 times the number
of cattle. Yet the annual exportation of hides from M. Video is
three hundred thousand; & the home consumption is something
considerable. The view of the R. Negro from the Sierra is de-
cidedly the most picturesque one I have seen in this country. The
river is rapid & tortuous; is about twice as large as the Severn

(when banks full) at Shrewsbury; the cliffs are precipitous and

rocky; & there is a belt of wood following the ecourse of the river,
beyvond which an horizon of grass plain fills up the view. The
Peon's horse was quite tired; so we rode to a Rancho. The master
was not at home, but as a matter of course [we] entered the house,
made a fire to cook some beef, & were quite at home in a stranger’s
house. We rode on but did not reach home till early [in] the night.

25th. We heard of some giant’s bones, which as usual turned out to
be those of the Megatherium. With much trouble extracted a few
broken fragments. In the evening a ““domidor™ or horse-breaker
came to the house & I saw the operation of mounting a perfectly
wild horse, They were too fat to fight much: and there was little
to see in the operation; the horse is thrown down & the bridle 18
tied to the under jaw; tying the hind legs together he is allowed
to nse & is then saddled. During these operations the horse
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throws himself down so repeatedly & is so beaten, that when his
legs are loosed and the man mounts him, he is so terrified as
hardly to be able to breathe, & is trickling down with sweat,
Generally however a horse fights for a few minutes desperately,
then starts away at a gallop, which is continued till the animal is
quite exhausted. This is a very severe but short way of breaking
in a colt.

November 26th. Began my return in a direct line to M. Video; went

by an Estancia where there was a part, very perfect, of the head
of a Megatherium, I purchased it for a few shillings. We had along
gallop through a more rocky & hilly country than the coast road,
to the R. Perdido, where we slept. One of the Post-houses was
kept by a man apparently of pure Indian blood; he was half in-
toxicated. My peon declares that he in my presence said I was a
Gallego; an expression synonimous Wwith saying he is worth
murdering. His companions laughed oddly: & I believe what my
Peon said was true; when I remonstrated with him on the ab-
surdity, he only said, ‘“you do not [know] the people of this
country”. The motive must have been to sound my Peon, who
perhaps luckily for me, was a trust worthy man. Your entire
safety in this country depends upon your companion. At night
there were torrents of rain; as the Rancho made but little pre-
tensions to keep out water or wind, we were soon wet through.

27th. In the morning had a long gallop: arrived at San Jose, from

which point the road is the same by which I started. San J ose,
Canelones, St Lucia are all rather nice little rectangular towns, &
all just alike. Slept one post beyond San Jos¢ & in the middle of
the next day we arrived at Monte Video. (28th.) The distance, paid
by the Post, being about 70 leagues from Mercedes to the Capital.

20ih—December 4th. During these few days I resided on shore; the

cause of the ship’s delay being the charts not being completed.
During the last six months I have had some opportunity of
seeing a little of the character of the inhabitants of these provinees,
The gauchos or country men are very superior to those who reside
in the towns. The gaucho is invariably most obliging, polite &
hospitable. 1 have not met one instance of rudeness or inhospit-
ality. He is modest both respecting himself & country, at the same
time being a spirited bold fellow. On the other hand there is much
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blood shed, & many robberies committed. The t:timstant presence
of the knife is the chief cause of the former. It is lﬂmcn_t;nblr: to
hear how many lives are lost in trifling quarrels; in [“lghtmg each
party tries to mark the I*nr:'-:« of his adversary by slashing his nose
or eve: deep & horrid looking scars often attest that one has been
successful. Robberies are a natural consequence of universal
gambling, much drinking & extreme indolence. At Mercedes I
asked two men why they did not work; one said that the days
were too long; the other that he was too poor. The number of
horses & profusion of food is the destruction of all industry.
Moreover there are so many feast days; then again nothing can
suceceed without it is begun when the moon is on the increase; &
from these two causes half the month must be lost. Police &
justice are quite inefficient, If a man commits a murder & should
be taken, perhaps he may be imprisoned or even shot; but if he
s rich & has friends he may rely on it, nothing will happen. It is
eurious that the most respectable people in the country will in-
variably assist a murderer to escape. They seem to think that the
individual sins against the government & not against the state.
A traveller has no other protection than his own arms; & the con-
stant habit of ecarrving them, chiefly prevents a more comimnon
oceurrence of robberies. The character of the higher & more
educated classes who reside in the towns, is stained by many
other crimes, partaking in a lesser degree in the good parts of the
Gaucho character. He is a profligate sensualist, who laughs at all
religion; he is open to the grossest corruption; his want of principle
is entire. An opportunity occurring, not to cheat his friend would
be an act of weakness; to tell the truth where a lie might be more
serviceable, would be simplicity of a child. The term honour is not
understood: neither it, nor any generous feeling, the remains of
chivalry, have survived the long passage of the Atlantic.—If I had
read these opinions a year ago, I should have accused myself of
much illiberality: now 1 do not. Every one, who has good oppor-
tunities of judging, thinks the same. In the Sala of Buenos Ayres
I do not believe there are six men to whose honesty or prineiples
you could trust, Every public officer is to be bribed; the head of
'thz post office sells forged government francs: the Governor and
prime minister openly plunder the state. Justice, where gold is
in the case, is hardly expected. Iknow a man (he had good cause)

1888 MONTE VIDEO 199

who went to the chief Justice & said **here are 200 dollars (six-
pences) if you will arrest such a person illegally; my lawyer re-
commended me to take this step . The Chief Justice smiled aequi-
escence & thanked him; before night the man was in prison. With
this utter want of prineiple in the leading men; with the country
full of ill-paid, turbulent officers; they yet hope that a Democratic
form of government will last. In my opinion before many years,
they will be trembling under the iron hand of some Dictator.
I wish the country well enough to hope the period is not far
distant.

On first seeing the common society of the people, two or three
things strike one as remarkable: the excellent taste of all the
women in dress: the general good manners in all grades of life;—
but chiefly the remarkable equality of all ranks. At the Colorado
men who kept the lowest little shops used to dine with General
Rosas. A son of a Major at B. Blanca gains a livelihood by making
paper cigars; he wished to come as Vaqueano with me to B, Ayres;
but his father was afraid. Many in the army can neither read or
write; yet all meet on perfect terms of equality. In Entre Rios
the Sala contains 6 members. One of these was a sort of shopman
in a store & evidently by no means degraded by such an employ-
ment. This is all what might be expected in a new country; never-
theless the absence of Gentlemen par excellence strikes one as a
novelty.

My time at M. Video was spent in getting ready for our long
cruize in Tierra del Fuego. It was a pleasant employment pre-
paring to leave for ever the uninteresting plains of the R. de La
Plata.

The Beagle & Adventure are both ready for sea; with a fine
stock of provisions & excellent crews. The other day, there was
an instance of the unaccountable manner in which seamen some-
times run away from a ship. Two men, petty officers, in good
favour & with two or three years pay owing them, ran away, &
the design must have been made sometime previously. These men
were allowed repeatedly to go on shore & held the first stations on
board. There is a degree of infatuation & childish want of steadi-
ness in seamen, which to a landsman is quite incomprehensible &
hardly to be credited. I called one day on Mr Hood, the Consul
General, in order to see his house which had been a short time
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previously struck by lightning. The effects were curious: the bell
wires were melted & the red hot globules dropping on the furniture
drilled small holes in a line beneath them; when falling on glass
vessels, they melted & adhered to them. Yet the room was at least
15 feet high & the wire close to the ceiling, In one of the walls the
electric fluid exploded hike gunpowder, & shot fragments of bricks
with such force as to dent the wall on the opposite side. Where
the bell wire ran, the paper was blackened by the oxide of the
metal for nearly a foot on each side; in a hke manner the frame of
a looking glass was blackened; the gilding must have been
volatilized, for a smelling bottle which stood near, was firmly
coated with some of it. The windows were all broken & everything
hanging up fell down by the Jar. It happened very early in the
morning. When I was at B. Ayres a short time previous to this,
the chureh was much shattered, & a vessel lost her main-mast.

I ought not to conclude my few remarks on the inhabitants of
the Provinces of the R. de La Plata, without adding that a most
perfect & spirited outline of their manners & customs will be
found in *“Head’s rough notes”. I do not think that his picture
is at all more exaggerated than every good one must be; that is
by taking strong examples & neglecting those of less interest.
I cannot however agree with him “in the ten thousand beauties
of the Pampas’. But I grant that the rapid galloping & the feed-
ing on “beef & water” is exhilarating to the highest pitch,

December 5th. Took a farewell of the shore & went on board.

G6th. The Beagle got under weigh at 4 o'clock in the morning & ran
up the river to take in fresh water. We are now becalmed within
sight of the Mount. The Adventure is at anchor close to us. May

kind fortune for once favour us with fine weather & prosperous
breezes.

Tth. With a fair wind stood out of the river & by the evening were
in clear water; never I trust again to enter the muddy water of
the Plata, The Adventure kept ahead of us, which rejoiced us all,
as there were strong fears about her sailing. It is a great amuse-
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ment having a companion to gaze at, The following changes have
taken place amongst the officers. Mr Wickham commands the
Adventure: he has with him Messrs Johnstone & Forsyth & Mr
Usborne as under-surveyor. Mr Kent from the Pylades has joined
us as surgeon. Mr Martens is on board the Beagle filling the place
which Mr Earle is obliged to vacate from ill health.

December 8th—-28rd. Arrived at Port Desire. Our passage has been a

very long one of seventeen days; the winds generally being light &
foul, with the exception of a fresh gale or two.

The Adventure delayed us: she is found not to sail well on a
wind: & at this place her sails will be altered. The harbor of Port
Desire is a creek, which runs up the country in the form of a river:
the entrance is very narrow; but with a fine breeze the Beagle
entered in good style.

24¢h. Took a long walk on the North side: after ascending some

rocks there is a great level plain, which extends in every direction
but is divided by vallies. T thought I had seen some desart
looking country near B. Blanca; but the land in this neighbour-
head so far exceeds it in sterility, that this alone deserves the
name of a desart. The plain is composed of gravel with very little
vegetation & not a drop of water. In the vallies there is some
little but it is very brackish. It is remarkable that on the surface
of this plain there are shells of the same sort which now exist, &
the muscles even with their usual blue colour. It is therefore
certain, that within no great number of centuries all this country
has been beneath the sea. Wretched looking as the country is, it
supports very many Guanacoes. By great good luck I shot one;
it weighed without its entrails 170 pounds: so that we shall have
fresh meat for all hands on Christmas day.

Christmas 25th. After dining in the Gun-room, the officers & almost

every man in the ship went on shore. The Captain distributed
prizes to the best runners, leapers, wrestlers. These Olympie
games were very amusing; it was quite delightful to see with what
school-boy eagerness the seamen enjoyed them: old men with
long beards & young men without any were playing like so many
children. Certainly a much better way of passing Christmas day
than the usual one, of every seaman getting as drunk as he pos-
sibly ean.
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December 26th. The Beagle is anchored opposite to a fort erected by
the old Spaniards. It was formerly attempted to ITmI-:na settlement
here: but it quite failed from the want of water 1n tht? summer, &
the Indians in the winter. The buildings were htgt:n in very good
stvle, & remain a proof of the strong hand of old Spain. Some of
the enclosures & some cherry trees may yet be seen. The +fﬂ.1:e of
all the Spanish establishments on the coast of Patagoma, m.th the
exception of the R. Negro, has heen miserable. Port Famine, as
it is well known, expresses the sufferings of the settlers, At St
Josephs every man excepting two, was massacred by the Indians
on a Sunday when in church. The two were PIiSONErS SOMeE Years
with the Indians; one of them now In extreme old age, I conversed
with at R. Negro. I walked this day to some fine eliffs, five miles
to the South: here the usual geological story, of the same great
oyster-bed being upheaved in modern days, was very evident.
In the evening weather very cold, & a Tierra del Fuego gale of
wind.

28th. The Yawl under the command of Mr Chaffers, with three
days’ provisions, was sent to survey the head of the creek. Inthe
morning we searched for some watering places mentioned in an
old chart of the Spaniards. We found one creek; at the head of
which there was a small rill of brackish water. Here the tide com-

pelled us to stay some hours. I, in the interval, walked several

miles into the interior. The plain as is universally the case, 18
formed of sandy chalk & gravel; from the softness of these
materials it is worn & cut up by very many vallies. There 15 not
a tree, & excepting the Guanaco, who stands on some hill top &
watohful sentinel over his herd, scarcely an animal or a bird. All
is stillness & desolation. One reflects how many centuries it has
thus been & how many more it will thus remain. Yet in this scene
without one bright object, there is a high pleasure which 1 can
neither explain or comprehend. In the evening we sailed a few
miles further & then pitched the tents for the night.

29th. By the middle of the day the Yawl could not get any highers
from the shoalness of the water & the number of mud-banks. One
of the party happening to taste the water found it only brackish.
Mr Chaffers direetly after dinner, started in the dingy, & after
proceeding two or three miles found himself in a small fresh water
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river. Small as it is, it appears to me probable that it flows from
the Cordilleras, the water is muddy as if flooded, & this is the time
of year for the snow [reshes of the Colorado, Sauce &e. Mr Chaffers
saw in a little valley a lame horse, with his back marked by the
saddle; so that the Indians must have left him there or were then
in the neighbourhead. The views here were very fine & rude; the
red porphyry rock rises from the water in perpendicular cliffs, or
forms spires & pinnacles in its very course. Excepting in this
respect the country is the same. At night we were all well pleased
at our discovery of the little river; which, however, was no dis-
covery as a Sealer had said some years ago that he had been up it.

December 30th. We got under weigh at four o’clock & reached Gua-

naco Island by mid-day. As the weather was cold & wet, I deter-
mined to walk to the ship. Itturned outto bea very long one, from
the number of inlets & creeks. The geology well repaid me for my
trouble, & I found likewise a small pool of quite fresh water.

January 1st. Walked to a distant hill; we found at the top an Indian

grave. The Indians always bury their dead on the highest hill, or
on some headland projecting into the sea. I imagine it is for this
reason they come here; that they do pay occasional visits is evi-
dent, from the remains of several small fires & horses’ bones near
them.

and. A party of officers accompanied me to ransack the Indian

grave in hopes of finding some antiquarian remains. The grave
consisted of a heap of large stones placed with some care; it was
on the summit of the hill, & at the foot of a ledge of rock about
6 feet high. In front of this & about 8 yards from it they had
placed two immense fragments, each weighing at least two tuns,
& resting on each other, These in all probability were originally
in nearly the same position & only just moved by the Indians to
answer their purpose. At the bottom of the grave on the hard rock,
there was a layer of earth about a foot deep; this must have been
brought from the plain below; the vegetable fibres, from the
lodgement of water, were converted into a sort of peat. Above
this a pavement of flat stones & then a large heap of rude stones,
piled up so as to fill up the interval between the ledge & the two
large stones. To complete the grave the Indians had contrived to
detach from the ledge an immense block (probably there was a
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fragments. We undermined the grave on both sides under the last
block: but there were no bones. 1 can only account for it by
giving great antiquity to the grave & supposing water & changes
in climate had utterly decomposed every {ragment. We found on
the neighbouring heights three other & much smaller heaps of
stones: they had all been displaced; perhaps by sealers or other
voyagers. Itis said, that where an Indian dies, he is buried; but
that subsequently his bones are taken up & carried to such situa-
tions as have been mentioned. I think this custom can easily be
accounted for by recollecting that before the importation of
horses, these Indians must have led nearly the same life as the
Fuegians, & therefore in the neighbourhead of the sea. The com-
mon prejudice of lying where your ancestors have lain, would
make the now roaming Indians bring the less perishable part of
their dead to the ancient burial grounds.

January 3rd. During thesedayslhave had some very long & pleasant
walks, The Geology is interesting. I have obtained some new birds
& animals. I also measured barometrically the height of the plain,
which must so lately have been beneath the sea; it has an altitude
of 247 feet. Yesterday I shot a large Guanaco, which must, when
alive, have weighed more than 200 pounds. Two males were
fighting furiously & galloping like race horses with their ears
down & necks low: they did not see me & passed within 80 yards;
& then I settled the contest by shooting the Persecutor.

4th. The Adventure not being ready for sea, the Captain determined
to run down to Port St Julian, about 110 miles to the South & to
survey some of the intermediate coast. We floated with a strong
t:de out of harbor: it is called backing & filling from a particular
manner of sailing the vessel, & is a ticklish operation. Having
passed the narrows, made sail: in a few minutes we struck rather
heavily on a rock; the tide was ebbing, but with good fortune she
struck only twice more & then went over. The Beagle in her last
voyage, struck in the night & as is now supposed, on the same
rock. The summit is so small that the next day it could not be
found by any efforts. On both occasions the Beagle has received
no essential damage; for the which all in her ought to be grateful.
At night we anchored off the coast.
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January 5th-0th. During these days we surveyed the const & at night

citheranchored orstood out tosea. Thereare many rocks & breakers,
lying some way from the land, & a ship ought not to come near
them. The table land of Port Desire is continued to St Julian, but
in many places interrupted by great vallies; & large patches have
been entirely removed, so that the outline resembles fortifications.
The Beagle anchored off the mouth of the harbor & the Captain
went in to sound the bar, He landed me & I found some most
interesting geological facts. At sunset we went on board, & the
Captain took the ship into the harbor.

10th. Went up to the head of the Harbor; the boat being aground

on a mud-bank, we were all obliged to lounch for a half mile
through mud & water & did not reach the vessel till late at night
& very cold we all were. In the dark we were puzzled by seeing
another ship; it turned out to be a French whaler, which in the
morning came over the bar neck or nothing. The French Govern-
ment¢s> gives a great bounty to all Whalers. I suppose to en-
courage a breed of good seamen; but from what we have seen of
them it will be a difficult task. All the officers are brought up in
the English trade & it is curious to hear every word of command in
their boats given in English.

11th. Again I started with the Captain to the head of the harbor.

It suddenly came on to blow hard, so the Captain ran the boat on
shore & we & four of the boat’s crew all armed proceeded on foot.
It turned out to [be] a very long walk; in the evening two of the
party could not walk any further & we were all excessively tired.
It was caused by a most painful degree of thirst; & as we were
only 11 hours without water, I am convineced it must be from the
extreme dryness of the atmosphere. Earlier in the day we ex-
perienced a great mortification; a fine lake was seen from a hill;
I & one of the men volunteered to walk there, & not till quite
close did we discover that it was a field solid of snow-white salt.
The whole party left their arms with the two who were knocked
up & returned to the boat. Fresh men were then sent off with some
water & we made a signal fire, so that by 11 o’clock we were all
collected & returned to the Ship, I was not much tired although
I reached the boat in the first division; but the two next days
(12th & 18th) was very feverish in bed.%
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January 13th. Went out walking, & found some fine fossil shells, The
country precisely resembles that of Port Desire. It is a little more
uneven, & from the absence even of brackish water, there are fewer
animals. The Guanacoe who drinks salt water is of course to be
ceen. Two things have been found here for which we eannot ac-
count: on & low point there is a large Spanish oven built of bricks,
& on the top of a hill a small wooden cross was found. Of what old
navigators these are the relies it is hard to say. Magellan was here
& executed some mutineers; as also did Drake & called the island
“true justice™.

15th. A heavy gale of wind from the S.W. Several breezes from that
quarter have reminded us of the neighbourhead of Tierra del Fuego.

16th-18th. Bad weather preventing the completion of the survey
has detained us these days.

10th. Made sail very early in the morning, & with a fair breeze ran
up to Port Desire; next day anchored off the mouth & with the
young flood entered the harbor.

20th. 1landed directly the ship came to an anchor, & had some col-
lecting. On an headland projecting into the sea I found a heap of
stones similar to the ones already deseribed. There was a tooth &
head of thigh bone, all erumbling into earth; in a few years no

traces would be left. This explains the apparent absence of bones

in the grave made with so much labor, on the top of the hill.
The Adventure is ready for sea & with her new square top-sail
will doubtless sail well.

99nd. The Adventure & Beagle stood out to sea., At sunset the Ad-
venture steered for West Falkland Island & we came to an anchor
under Watehman Cape. (23rd.) After Latitude observations at
noon we made sail for the Straits of Magellan.

26th. With a fair wind we passed the white cliffs of Cape Virgins &
entered those famous Straits.

20th. Came to an anchor in St Gregory Bay; these days we have
beaten against strong westerly gales. The tide here rises between
40 & 50 feet & runs at the rate of between 5 & 6 miles per hour.
Who can wonder at the dread of the early navigators of these
Straits? On shore there were the Toldos of a large tribe of Pata-
gonian Indians, Went on shore with the Captain & met with &
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very kind reception. These Indians have such constant com-
munication with the Sealers, that they are half civilized; they talk
a good deal of Spanish & some English. Their appearance is how-
ever rather wild. They are all clothed in large manties of the
Guanaco, & their long hair streams about their faces. They re-
semble in their countenance the Indians with Rosas, but are much
more painted; many with their whole faces red & brought to a
point on the chin, others black. One man was ringed & dotted
with white like a Fuegian. The average height appeared to be
more than six feet: the horses who carried these large men werc
small & ill fitted for their work. When we returned to the boat, a
great number of Indians got in: it was a very tedious & d iffieult
operation to clear the boat. The Captain promised to take three
on board, & every one seemed determined to be one of them. At
last we reached the ship with our three guests. At tea they be-
haved quite like gentlemen, used a knife & fork & helped them-
selves with a spoon. Nothing was so much relished as sugar. They
felt the motion & were therefore landed.

January 80th. A large party went on shore to barter for mantles &e.
The whole population of the Toldos were arranged on a bank, having
brought with them Guanaco skins, ostrich feathers &c. &e. The
first demand was for fire-arms & of course not giving them these,
tobaceo was the next; indeed knives, axes &c. were of no esteem
in comparison to tobacco. It was an amusing scene & it was im-
possible not tolike these mis-named giants, they were so throughily
good-humoured & unsuspecting. An old woman, well known by
the name of Santa Maria, recognized Mr Rowlett as belonging
formerly to the Adventure & as having seen him a year & a half
ago at the R. Negro, to which place a part of this tribe had then
gone to barter their goods. Our semi-civilized friends expressed
great anxiety for the ship to return & one old man wanted to
accompany us. Got under weigh & beat up to Elizabeth island &
there came to an anchor. Some Patagonians, near Peckets harbor,
made three large fires, as did also the Fuegians on the more dis-
tant Southern shore. Which signs of their proximity we are

sorry to see.

81sf. The Ship came to an anchor in Shoal Harbor; but it was
found inconvenient; she then doubled Cape Negro & again an-
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chored in Lando Bay. The hoats were lowered & a party went on
shore. No good water could be found. (Fv-brufwy 1st.) So in the
morning got under weigh to run to Port Famine. The wind fell
light; so the Captain sent the ship back to her anchorage & pro-
ceeded in a boat to the head of Shoal Harbor. During the last
voyage the Captain discovered a large inland sea (Skyring water)
50 miles long. From the end of Shoal harbor we walked 5 miles
soross the country in hopes of being able to see it; the distance
turned out to be greater than was expected & we were disap-
pointed; if it had been nearer, the Captain had intended to have
put a whale-boat on wheels & dragged it across, which would have
saved much time in the survey of this Water. As soon as e came
on board, the anchor was weighed & with a light air stood down
for Port Famine. The country in this neighbourhead may be
called an intermixture of Patagonia & Tierra del Fuego; here we
have many plants of the two countries, the nature of the climate
being intermediate: a few miles to the South the rounded slate
hills & forests of evergreen commence. The country is however,
thoroughly uninteresting.

February 2nd. We got into Port Famine in the middle of the night,
after a calm delightful day. Mt Sarmiento, a mountain 6,800 feet
high, was visible although 90 miles distant.

8rd, Ath, 5th. We are now within a wet circle, in consequence every
morning there has been torrents of rain; in the evening 1 managed
to have some walks along the beach; which is the only place where
it is possible to proceed in any way but scrambling.

6th. T left the ship at four o'clock in the morning to ascend Mount
Tarn: this is the highest land in this neighbourhead being 2,600
feet above the sea. For the two first hours I never expected to
reach the summit. It is necessary always to have recourse to the
compass: it is barely possible to see the sky & every other land-
mark which might serve as a guide is totally shut out. In the deep
ravines the death-like scene of desolation exceeds all description.
It was blowing a gale of wind, but not a breath stirred the leaves
of the highest trees; everything was dripping with water; even the
very Fungi could not flourish. In the bottom of the valleys it 18
]I.]J]]EISEi]ﬂE to travel, they are barricaded & crossed in every direc-
tion by great mouldering trunks: when using one of these as a
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bridge your course will often be arrested by sinking fairly up to
the knee in the rotten wood; in the same manner it is startling to
rest against a thick tree & find a mass of decayed matter is ready
to fall with the slightest blow. I at last found myself amongst the
stunted trees & soon reached the bare ridge which conducted me
to the summit. Here was a true Tierra del Fuego view; irregular
chains of hills, mottled with patches of snow; deep yellowish-
green valleys, & arms of the sea running in all directions; the atmo-
sphere was not however clear, & indeed the strong wind was so
piercingly cold, that it would prevent much enjoyment under any
circumstances. I had the good luck to find some shells in the
rocks near the summit. Our return was much easier as the weight
of the body will force a passage through the underwood; & all the
slips & falls are in the right direction.

February Tth. The day has been splendidly clear; Sarmiento appear-

ing like a solid mass of snow, came quite close to us.* If Tierra del
[Fuego] could boast one such day a week, she would not be so
throughily detested as she is by all who know her. I made the
most of it & enjoyed a pleasant stroll with Mr Rowlett & Martens.
There is little fear of Indians—we found however a wigwam which
was not very old, & the marks of a horse. There can be little in-

‘ducement for the Patagonians to come here, as they cannot leave

the beach; it is one of the few spots where the Fuegian & Pata-
gonian can meet. Many of the trees are of a large size. I saw
several near the Sedgerriver, 18 feet in circumference & there is one
18-9 inches. Isaw a Winters-bark 4 feet 6 inches in eircumference.

10#h. As soon as observations were obtained, we made sail in order

to leave the Straits & survey the East coast of Tierra del Fuego.
The next day we were almost becalmed.

11¢th. Tt is a most extraordinary contrast with the last season.

A sealing Schooner in the course of the day sent a boat on board;
which brought lamentable news from the Falkland Islands. The
Gauchos had risen & murdered poor Brisbane & Dixon & the head
Gaucho Simon, & it is feared several others. Some English sailors
managed to escape & are now in the West Island. Since this the
Challenger has been there & left the Governor with six (1) marines.
A Governor with no subjects except some desperate gauchos who

¢ Description of snow mountains. [C.D.]
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are living in the middle of the island. U‘f ?nurse they hm*f.: taken
all the half wild cattle & horses: in my opinion the Falkland islands
are ruined. This second desperate murder will give the place so
bad a name that no Spanish Gauchos will come there, & without
them to catch the wild cattle. the island is worth nothing.

This Sealer has been this summer at anchor for six weeks under
the Diego Ramiroz islands; & without a gale of wind! The very
time during which last year we had a gale of a month. He was
last vear at these same islands. During the gale of the 13th his
deck was fairly swept, he lost all his boats &e. &e. At this time
two of his men were on one of the Diego rocks, where they were
left miserably to perish, as he was obliged to run for the Falkland
islands.

February 12th. With very baffling winds we anchored late in the
evening in Gregory Bay, where our friends the Indians anxiously
seemed to desire our presence. During the day we passed close to
Elizabeth Island, on the north end of which there was a party of
Fuegians with their canoe &c. They were tall men & clothed in
mantles: & belong probably to the East Coast; the same set of
men we saw in Good Success Bay; they clearly are different from
the Fuegians, & ought to be called foot Patagonians. Jemmy
Button had a great horror of these men, under the name of
“Owen’s men”. “ When the leaf is red ", he used to say, “Dwen's
men come over the hill & fight very much.”

18th. Early in the morning we paid the Indians a visit in hopes of
being able to obtain some Guanaco meat. They were as usual very
civil: there is now married & living amongst them a native of
M. Video (by birth I should think two-thirds of Northern Indian
blood) who has been four years with them. He tells us that they
will remain here all the winter & then proceed up the Cordilleras;
hunting for ostrich eggs; but that Guanaco meat never fails them
in these parts, The Captain is thinking of exploring the R. Santa
Cruz, & this man gave us some good news, viz. that there are very
few Indians in that part & that the river is so deep, that horses
can no where ford it. In the R. Chupat, much further North,
there are very many Indians; enemies to this tribe. But that all
the Southern Indians, 900 in number, are friends. At this present
time there were two boat Indians paying the Patagonians a visit
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(the men whom I have called foot Patagonians); they do not
speak the same language; but one of this tribe has learnt their
dialect. These Indians appear to have a facility in learning
languages: most of them speak a little Spanish & English, which
will greatly contribute to their civilization or demorilization: as
these two steps seem to go hand in hand. At mid-day we passed
out of the first narrows, & began to survey the coast. There are
many & dangerous banks: on one of which we ran a very good
chance of sticking; to escape, it was necessary to get in three
Fathom water.

February 14th-21st. During this week a complete survey has been

made of the East coast of Tierra del Fuego. We landed only once,
which was at the mouth of what was formerly supposed to be St
Sebastian’s Channel, it now turns out only to be a large wild bay.
The country here is part of Patagonia, open, & without trees;
further to the South, we have the same sort of transition of the
two eountries which is to be observed in the Straits of Magellan.
The scenery has in consequence a pretty, broken & park-like ap-
pearance. In St Sebastian bay, there was a curious spectacle of
very many Spermaceti Whales, some of which were jumping
straight up out of the water; every part of the body was visible
excepting the fin of the tail. As they fell sideways into the water,
the noise was as loud as a distant great gun. By the middle of the
day we were, after very fortunate weather, at anchor in Thetis
Bay, between C. St Vincent & Diego. Upon going on shore we
found a party of Fuegians; or the foot Patagonians, fine tall men
with Guanaco mantle, The wigwam was also covered with the skin
of the same animal. Itisa complete puzzle to everyone, how these
men with nothing more than their slight arrows, manage to kill
such strong wary animals.

99nd. As soon as the ship doubled C. St Diego, she got into a very

great & dangerous tide rip, The Ship pitched very heavily; in a
weak vessel it would almost have been sufficient to have jerked
out her Masts. We soon got out of these uncomfortable straits;
where a strong tide, great syell & a bottom so uneven as to vary
from 16 to 60 fathoms & then to 5, almost always cause a great
bubbling sea. In the evening it fell a complete calm & the long
Southerly swell set us far too close to the West end of Staten land.
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What a great useless animal a ship is without wind; ]}Ere the swell
was setting us right on shore & (23rd) In the morning we found
ourselves at the East end of the island about 80 miles further
from our destination than on the day before. Staten land is one
of the most desolate places; it is the mere backbone of a mountain
forming a ridge in the ocean. Its outline is peaked, castellated &
most rugged.

February 24th. Came to an anchor in the evening under Woollaston
Isd. (25th.) I walked or rather crawled to the tops of some of the
hills: the rock is not slate, & in consequence there are but few
trees; the hills are very much broken & of fantastic shapes.
Whilst going on shore, we pulled alongside a canoe with 6 Fue-
gians. 1 never saw more miserable creatures; stunted in their
growth, their hideous faces bedaubed with white paint & quite
naked. One full aged woman absolutely so, the rain & spray were
dripping from her body. Their red skins filthy & greasy, their hair
entangled, their voices discordant, their gesticulation violent &
without any dignity. Viewing such men, one can hardly make
oneself believe that they are fellow creatures placed in the same
world. I can scarcely imagine that there is any spectacle more
interesting & worthy of reflection, tha[n] one of these unbroken
savages. It is a common subject of conjecture, what pleasure in
life some of the less gifted animals can enjoy? How much more
seasonably it may be asked with respect to these men, To look at
the Wigwam; any little depression in the soil is chosen, over this
a few rotten trunks of trees are placed, & to windward some tufts
of grass. Here 5 or 6 human beings, naked & uncovered from the
wind, rain & snow in this tempestuous climate, sleep on the wet
ground, coiled up like animals. In the morning they rise to pick
shell fish at low water; & the women, winter & summer, dive to
collect sea eggs;* such miserable food is eked out by tasteless
berries & Fungi. They are surrounded by hostile tribes speaking
different dialects:; & the cause of their warfare would appear to be
the means of subsistence. Their country is a broken mass of wild
rocks, lofty hills & useless forests, & these are viewed through
mists & endless storms. In search of food they move from spot to
spot, & so steep is the coast, this must be done in wretched canoes.

* Jerk out little fish out of the Beds of Kelp, [C.D.]
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They cannot know the feeling of having a home, & still less that
of domestic affection; without, indeed, that of a master to an
abject, laborious slave can be called so. How little can the higher
powers of the mind come into play: what is there for imagination
to paint, for reason to compare, for judgement to decide upon?
To knock a limpet from the rock does not even require cunning,
that lowest power of the mind. Their skill, like the instinct of
animals, is not improved by experience; the canoe, their most
ingenious work, poor as it may be, we know has remained the
same for the last 800 years. Although essentially the same crea-
ture, how little must the mind of one of these beings resemble that
of an educated man. What a scale of improvement is compre-
hended between the faculties of a Fuegian savage & a Sir Isaac
Newton! Whence have these people come? Have they remained
in the same state since the creation of the world? What could
have tempted a tribe of men leaving the fine regions of the North
to travel down the Cordilleras, the backbone of America, to invent
& build canoes, & then to enter upon one of the most inhospitable
countries in the world? Such & many other reflections must
occupy the mind of every one who views one of these poor savages.
At the same time, however, he may be aware that some of them
are erroneous. There can be no reason for supposing the race of
Fuegians are decreasing, we may therefore be sure that he enjoys
a sufficient share of happiness (whatever its kind may be) to
render life worth having. Nature, by making habit omnipotent,
has fitted the Fuegian to the climate & productions of his country.

February 26th. In the night it blew very hard & another anchor was

let go. The leaden sky, the water white with foam, brings one back
to reason after all the fine weather, Dear Tierra del [Fuego] has
recollected her old winning ways. The ship is now starting &
surging with her gentle breath. Oh the charming eountry.

27th. The weather was very bad: we left Woollaston Island & ran

through Goree roads & anchored at the N.E, end of Navarin
Island. (28th.) This not being found a good place, the ship was
moved to within the East end of the Beagle Channel & was moored
by a beautiful little cove, with her stern not 100 yards from the
mountains side. We passed this way last year in the boats.
(March 1st.) All hands employed in getting in a stock of wood &

ifo) Iy
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water. There were three canoes full of Fuegians in this bay, who
were very quiet & civil & more amusing than any Monkeys. Their
constant employment was begging for everything theysaw; by the
eternal word—yammer-scooner. They understood that guns could
kill Guanaco & pointed out in which direction to go. They had a
fair idea of barter & honesty. I gave one man a large nail (a very
valuahle present) & without making signs for any return, he
picked out two fish & handed them up on the point of his spear,
If any present was designed for one canoe & it {ell near another,
invariably it was restored to the right owner. When they yammer-
scooner for any article very eagerly, they by a simple artifice
point to their young women or little children; as much as to say,
“if you will not give it me, surely you will to them”.

March 2nd. The Captain determined to make the beold attempt of
beating against the Westerly winds & proceeding up the Beagle
Channel to Ponsonby Sound or Jemmy Button's country. The day
was beautiful but a calm.

4th. Came to an anchor in the Northern part of Ponsonby Sound.
We enjoyed three very interesting days: the weather has been
fine & the views magnificent. The mountains which we passed to-
day on the Northern shore of the Channel are about 3000 feet
high. They terminate in very broken & sharp peaks; & many of
them rise in one abrupt rise from the water’s edge to the above
elevation. The lower 14 or 1500 feet 1s covered with a dense forest.
A mountain which the Captain has done me the honour to call by
my name, has been determined by angular measurement to be the
highest in Tierra del Fuego, above 7000 feet & therefore higher
than M. Sarmiento. It presented a very grand appearance; there
is such splendour in one of these snow-clad mountains when
luminated by the rosy light of the sun; & then the outline is so
distinct, yet from the distance so light & aerial, that one such
view merely varied by the passing clouds affords a feast to the
mind. Till near Ponsonby Sound we saw wvery few Fuegians;
yesterday we met with very many; they were the men Jemmy
Button was so much afraid of last year, & said they were enemies
to his tribe; the intervening & thinly inhabited space of ground,
I suppose is neutral between the belligerents. We had at one time
10 or 12 canoes alongside; a rapid barter was established, Fish
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& Crabs being exchanged for bits of cloth & rags. It was very
amusing to see with what unfeigned satisfaction one young &
handsome woman with her face painted black, tied with rushes
several bits of gay rags round her head. Her husband who en-
joyed the very unusual priviledge in this country of possessing
two wives, evidently became jealous of all the attention paid to
his young wife, & after a consultation with his two naked beauties,
was paddled away by them. As soon as a breeze sprang up, the
Fuegians were much puzzled by our tacking; they had no idea
that it was to go to windward & in consequence all their attempts
to meet the ship were quite fruitless. It was quite worth being
becalmed, to have so good an opportunity of looking & laughing
at these curious creatures; I find it makes a great difference being
in a ship instead of a boat. Last year I got to detest the very
sound of their voices; so much trouble did it generally bring to
us.* But now we are the stronger party, the more Fuegians the
merrier & very merry work it is, Both parties laughing, wonder-
ing & gaping at each other: we pitying them for giving us good
fish for rags &c.; they grasping at the chance of finding people
who would exchange such valuable articles for a good supper.

March 5th. In the morning after anchoring in Ponsonby Sound, we

stood down to Wullia or Jemmy Button’s country. This being a
populous part of the country, we were followed by seven canoes.
When we arrived at the old spot we could see no signs of our friends
& we were the more alarmed as the Fuegians made signs of fighting
with their bows and arrows. Shortly afterwards a canoe was seen
coming with a flag hanging up: until she was close alongside, we
could not recognise poor Jemmy. It was quite painful to behold
him; thin, pale, & without a remnant of clothes, excepting a bit
of blanket round his waist: his hair hanging over his shoulders;
& so ashamed of himself he turned his back to the ship as the
canoe approached. When he left us he was very fat, & so particular
about his clothes, that he was always afraid of even dirtying his
shoes; scarcely ever without gloves & his hair neatly cut. I never
saw so complete & grievous a change. When however he was
clothed & the first flurry over, things wore a very good appearance.
He had plenty (or as he expressed himself, too much) to eat; was

* Yammer-schooner last & first word. [C.D.]
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not cold: his friends were very good people; could talk a little of
his own language! & lastly we found out in the evening (by her
arrival) that he had got a young & very nice looking squaw. This
he would not at first own to: & we were rather surprised to find he
had not the least wish to return to England. Poor Jemmy with
his usual good feeling brought two beautiful otter skins for two
of his old friends & some spear heads & arrows of his own make
for the Captain. He had also built a canoe; & is clearly now well
established. The various things now given to him he will doubtless
be able to keep. The strangest thing 1s Jemmy's difficulty in re-
gaining his own language. He seems to have taught all his friends
some English. When his wife came, an old man announced her
“as Jemmy Button’s wife””. York Minster returned to his own
country several months ago, & took farewell by an act of con-
summate villainy: he persuaded Jemmy & his mother to come to
his country, when he robbed them of everything & left them. He
appears to have treated Fuegia very ill. (6th.) Jemmy went to
sleep on shore but came in the morning for breakfast. The Captain
had some long conversations with him & extracted much curious
information: they had left the old wigwams & crossed the water
in order to be out of the reach of the Owen’s men who came over
the mountains to steal. They clearly are the tall men, the foot
Patagonians of the East coast. Jemmy staid on board till the ship
got under weigh, which frightened his wife, so that she did not
cease crying till he was safe out of the ship with all his valuable
presents, Every soul on board was as sorry to shake hands with
poor Jemmy for the last time, as we were glad to have seen him.
I hope & have little doubt he will be as happy as if he had never
left his eountry; which is much more than I formerly thought.
He lighted a farewell signal fire as the ship stood out of Ponsonby
Sound, on her course to East Falkland Island.

March 10th. Arrived in the middle of the day at Berkeley Sound,
having made a short passage by scudding before a gale of wind.
Mr Smith, who is acting as Governor, came on board, & has related
such complicated scenes of cold-blooded murder, robbery, plunder,
suffering, such infamous conduct in almost every person who has
breathed this atmosphere, as would take two or three sheets to
describe.—With poor Brisbane, four others were butchered; the
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principal murderer, Antuco, has given himself up; he says he
knows he shall be hanged but he wishes some of the Englishmen
who were implicated, to suffer with him; pure thirst for blood
seems to have incited him to this latter act. Surrounded as Mr
Smith is with such a set of villains, he appears to be getting on
with all his schemes admirably well.—(?)

March 11th-14th. The ship was moved to near the town. The Adven-

ture arrived, after an exceedingly prosperous voyage. They Killed so
many wild bulls, geese &e. &e., & caught so many fish, that they
have not tasted salt meat; this with fine weather is the beau ideal
of asailor’seruize. I went onshore, intending tostart on ariding ex-
cursion round the island, but the weather was so bad I deferred it,

16th. Early in the morning I set out with 6 horses & two Gauchos.

These were the only two Spaniards who were not directly con-
cerned with the murder; but I am afraid my friends had a very
good idesa of what was going to take place. However, they had no
temptation to murder me & turned out to be most excellent
Gauchos. That is, they were dexterous hands in all the requisites
of making the camp-life comfortable. The weather was very
boisterous & cold, with heavy hailstorms; we got on, however,
pretty well. Excepting some little geology nothing could be less
interesting. The country is uniformly the same; an undulating
moorland; the surface covered with light brown withered grass,
& some few very low shrubs all growing out of an elastie peaty
soil. There is one main range of quartz rock hills, whose broken
barren crests gave us some trouble to cross. Few sorts of birds
inhabit this miserable looking country: there are many small
flocks of geese feeding in the valleys, & solitary snipes are common
in all parts. On the South side of the range of hills we came into
the best country for the wild cattle; we did not however see very
many, because the Murderers had by hunting them so much,
driven them amongst the mountains. These men only killed the
cows, & then took out the tongue & piece of meat from the breast,
when this was finished they killed another. By their own account
they must have killed more than 200 head. We saw plenty of the
half decayed carcases. In the evening we came across a nice little
herd. St Jago soon separated a fat cow, he threw his balls, they
hit her legs, but did not entangle her: he dropped his hat to mark




018 EAST FALKLAND ISLANDS 1884

the place where the balls fell, uncoiled his lazo & again we com-
menced the chace; at last he caught her round the horns. The other
Gaucho had gone on with the horses, so that St Jago had some
difficulty in killing the furious beast. The horses generally soon
learn for their own safety to keep the lazo tight when their rider
dismounts, when this is the case the man can easily hamstring e
thus secure the beast. Here the horse would not stand still, & it
was admirable to see with what dexterity St Jago dodged about
the cow till he contrived to give the fatal touch to the main tendon
of the hind leg. After which driving his knife into the head of the
spinal marrow the animal dropped as if struck by lightning. St
Jago cut off enough flesh with the skin, & without any bones, to
last for our expedition. We then rode on to our sleeping place.
Meat roasted with its skin (*“carne con cuero™) is known over all
these parts of S. America for its excellence. It bears the same re-
lation to common beef, which venison does to mutton. I am sure
if any worthy alderman was once to taste it; ‘*‘carne con cuero”
would soon be celebrated in London. During the night it rained,
& (17th) the next day was very stormy with much hail & snow.
From the number of cows which have been killed there is a
much larger proportion of bulls. These wander about by two &
threes or by themselves & are very savage. I never saw such
magnificent beasts; they truly resemble the ancient sculptures, in
which the vast neck & head is but seldom seen amongst ta;'ﬂe
animals. The young bulls run away for a short distance, but the
old ones will not stir a step excepting to rush at man & horse: &
many horses have thus been killed. One old bull erossed a boggy
stream & took up his stand on the side opposite to us. We in vain
tried to drive him away & failing were obliged to make a large
circuit, The Gauchos in revenge were determined to render him
for the future innocuous; it was very interesting to see how art
completely mastered huge force. One lazo was thrown over his
horns as he rushed at the horse, & another round his hind legs;
in a minute the monster was stretched harmless on the ground.
During the whole time we only saw one troop of wild horses &
this was to the North of the hills, It is [a] curious thing that these
horses although very numerous always remain in the East end of
the island. The Ganchos eannot account for it, We slept in a valley
in the neck of land which joins the Rincon del Toro, the great
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peninsula to the S.W. point of the island. The valley was pretty
well sheltered from the cold wind ; but there was very little brush-
wood for making a fire; the Gauchos soon found what to my sur-
prise made nearly as hot a fire as coals. It was the bones of a
bulloek, lately killed but all the flesh picked off by the Vultures.
They told me that in winter time they have often killed an animal,
cleaned the flesh from the bones with their knives, & then with
these very bones roasted the meat for their dinner. What curious
resources will necessity put men to discover.

March 18th. Tt rained during nearly the whole day; so that at night
it began to be very miserable work. We managed however with
our Recado’s to keep pretty warm & dry; but the ground on which
we slept was every night more or less a bog & there was not a dry
spot to sit on after our day’s work. The best wood in the island for
burning is about the size of large heath, it has however the good
property of burning when green. It was very surprising to see the
Gauchos in the midst of rain & everything soaking wet, with no-
thing more than a tinder box & piece of rag, immediately make a
fire. They seek beneath the bushes for some dry twigs or grass &
this they rub into fibres & then (somewhat like a bird’s nest) sur-
round it with coarser twigs; they put the rag with its spark of fire
in the centre & then covering it up with the fibrous matter, hold
it up to the wind, When by degrees it smokes more & more & at
last burst out into flames. I am sure no other method would have
any chance of succeeding with such damp materials.

19th. The weather continued so bad I was determined to make a
push & try to reach the Ship before dark, which I succeeded In
doing. From the great quantity of rain this boggy country was in
a very bad state. I suppose my horse fell at least a dozen times
& sometimes the whole six were floundering in the mud together.
All the little streams have their sides soft, so that it is a great
exertion for the horses to jump over them, & from the same cause
they repcatedly fall. To finish our misery, we crossed an arm of
the sea which was up to the top of the horses” backs, & the little
waves from the violent winds broke over us. So that even the
Gauchos were not sorry to reach the houses,

20th-30th. The Adventure sailed to continue her survey. We are
detained owing to some prisoners who are in irons on board: we
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are waiting till a cutter returns which will be chartered to take
them to Rio. My time passes very evenly; one day lmmmcring
the rocks; another pulling up the roots of the Kelp for the curious
little Corallines which are attached to them.

April 7th. Finally weighed our anchor on our passage to the coast
of Patagonia. Several causes have delayed us. The Cutter has not
returned & in consequence to our great sorrow we are obliged to
keep the two prisoners & the * King's evidence ™. The weather has
been very bad: & lastly a French Whaler came in with her rudder
injured, a bad leak, & mutinous erew. The latter wished to desert
the vessel & live on shore; in the present state of affairs this of
course could not be allowed, & we were obliged to bully them, &
finally fo see the vessel on her way to Rio de Janeiro. Having thus
removed two of the worst prisoners, there are little fears for Mr
Smith's safety. Two Gauchos yet remain free, & they are to be
trusted: with their assistance sufficient wild cattle can be caught
for the subsistence of the Colony. Perhaps this may be the first
st;a:t. in that prosperity which these islands must ultimately
obtain.

13th. Dropped our anchor within the mouth of the river of Santa
Cruz. Our passage has been a fortunate one; only six days, & this
against the constant Westerly breezes. It blew very strong in the
morning, & we could only just manage to fetch in. 1 have never
seen His Majesty’s vessel under a greater press of sail or much
closer to a lee-shore. Tomorrow a place will be sought out to lay
her aground to look at her bottom. Her top-masts & everything
excepting main masts, will be on deck & her guns, anchors &ec.
on shore.

14th & 15th. Took two very long walks, The country is, as at Port
Desire, an elevated but perfectly level plain: it is dry & sterile in
the extreme. Its natural productions, plants, birds & animals, are
the same as in other parts of the Coast. The air is dry & sky clear;
& this at least makes exercise very pleasant.

16th. The Ship was laid on shore; it was found that several feet of
her false keel were knocked off, but this is no essential damage;
one tide was sufficient to repair her & after noon she floated off &;
was again moored in safety. Nothing could be more favourable
than both the weather & place for this rather ticklish operation.
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April18th. In the morning three whale-boats started under the com-
mand of the Captain, to explore as far as time would allow the
Santa Cruzriver*; during the last voyage,Captain Stokes proceeded
80 miles, but his provisions failing, he was obliged to return.®
Excepting what was then found, even the existence of this large
river was hardly known. We carried three weeks’ provisions & our
party consisted of 25 souls; we were all well armed & could defy
a host of Indians, With a strong flood tide & a fine day we made
a good run, soon drank some of the fresh water, & at night were
nearly above the tidal influence. The river here assumed a size &
appearance which even at the highest point we ultimately reached,
was scarcely diminished. It is generally from three to four hun-
dred yards broad, & in the centre about seventeen feet deep; &
perhaps its most remarkable feature is the constant rapidity of
the current, which in its whole course runs at the rate of from
four to six knots an hour. The water is of a fine blue color with a
slight milky tinge, but is not so transparent as would be expected;
it flows over a bed of pebbles, such as forms the beach & sur-
rounding plain. The valley is in a very direct line to the westward,
in which the river has [a] winding course, but it varies from five
to 10 miles in width, being bounded by perfectly horizontal plains
of 8 to 500 feet elevation.

19th. In so strong a current it was of course quite impossible either
to pull or sail, so that the three boats were fastened astern of each
other: two hands left in each, & the rest all on shore to track, (we
brought with us collars all ready fitted to a whale line). As the
general arrangements were very good for facilitating the work,
I will describe them; the party which included every one, was
divided into two spells, (at first into three) & each of these pulled
alternately for an hour & a half. The officers of each boat lived
with, eat the same food, & slept in the same tent with their crew;
so that each boat was quite independent of the others. After sun-
set the first level place where there were any bushes was chosen
for our night'’s lodging. The boat's-crew took it in turns to be
cook. Immediately the boat was hauled up, the cook made his
fire, two others of the men pitched the tent; the coxswain handed
the things out of the boat, & the rest carried them up to the tents
& collected fire wood. By this means in half an hour everything

* See End Map.
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was ready for the night. A watch of two men & an officer wyg
e I-:E-pt. whose duty it was to look after the boats, keep up
the fires & look out for Indians; each in the party had his one
hour every night.

During this day we tracked but a short distance, for there are
in this part many islands which are covered with thorny bushes,
& the channels between them are shallow, these two causes
hindered us much. (20fh.) We passed the islands & set to work;
our regular day’s work, although it was hard enough, carried us
on an average only ten miles in a straight line, & perhaps 15 or
20 as we were obliged to go. A large smoke was seen at some
distance, & a skeleton & other signs of horses, by which we knew
that Indians were in the country. Beyond the place where we
slept was completely terra incognita, for there Captain Stokes
turned back. In the course of the day an old boat-hook was picked
up, (with the King’s mark). One of the boat’s erew who had been
up the river on the former voyage, remembered that it was then
lost. So that the boat-hook after lying 6 or 7 years in Patagonia,
returned to its proper home, the Beagle. Both this & the last
night was a severe frost & some of the party felt the cold.

April 21st. In the morning tracks of a party of horses & the long

spear or Chusa which trails on the ground, were found; they were
so fresh that it was generally thought they must have reconnoitred
us during the night. Shortly afterwards we came to a place where
there were fresh footsteps of men, dogs, children & horses at the
edge of the river & beneath the water; on the other side of the

river there were also recent tracks & the remains of a fire: it is

very clear that this is the place where the Indians eross, it must
be both a difficult & dangerous passage. The Spaniard who lives
with the Gregory Bay indians told me that they crossed in the
manner which the Gauchos call ““a pilota”; that is, the corners of
a hide are tied up & thus a sort of canoe is made which generally
is pulled over by eatching hold of the horse’s tail. After a mile or
two beyond this there were for many days no signs of men or
hi.}l"iilf.‘ﬁ. We saw, however, fresh smoke of the party whom we left
behind, from which T think they never saw us, but that we accl-
dEI‘ltﬂ:H}' passed within a day or two’s mareh of each other. The
Spaniard told me he believed there were no, or very few, Indians
at San, Cruz; perhaps they are the same small tribe which occas-
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sionally frequent Port Desire, & whose lame horse was seen up
the river. A Guanaco was found dead under water, butin a shallow
place; the meat was quite fresh: upon skinning its head, a hnljsc
was found. We imagine that the Indians must have struck it with
their balls & that going to the water to drink, it died. Whatever
its end might have been, after a few doubtful looks, it was voted
by the greater number better than salt meat, & was soon cut up
& in the evening eat,

April 22nd. The country remains the same, & terribly uninteresting.
The great similarity in production is a very striking feature in
all Patagonia; the level plains of arid shingle support the same
stunted & dwarf plants; in the valleys the same thorn-bearing
bushes grow, & everywhere we see the same birds & insecets.
Ostriches are not uncommon, but wild in the extreme. The
Guanaco, however, is in his proper district, the country swarms
with them; there were many herds of 50 to 100, & I saw one with
1 should think 500. The Puma or Lion & the Condor follow & prey
upon these animals. The footsteps of the former might almost
everywhere be seen on the banks of the river, The remains of
several Guanaco with their necks dislocated & bones broken &
gnawed, showed how they met their death. Even the very banks
of the river & of the clear little streamlets which enter it, are
searcely enlivened by a brighter tint of green. The curse of
sterility is on the land. The very waters running over the bed of
pebbles are stocked with no fish. Hence there are no water-fowl,
with the exception of some few geese or ducks.

28rd. Rested till noon to eclean arms, mend clothes & shoes; the
latter already began to show symptoms of hard work.

24th. Like the old navigators approaching an unknown land, we
examined & watched for the most trivial signs of a change; the
drifted trunk of a tree, a boulder of primitive rock were hailed
with joy, as if we had seen a forest growing on the stony ridges of
the Andes. But the most promising, & which eventually turned
out true sign, was the top of a heavy bank of clouds which con-
stantly remained in nearly the same place. These at first were
taken for mountains themselves, instead of the eclouds con-
densed by their icy summits. A Guanaco was shot, which much
rejoiced those who could not compel their stomachs to relish

Carrion.
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o5th & 26th. This day I found for the first time, some i“t“ﬂﬁt‘iﬂg April 80th & May 1st. We continued to get on but slowly. The Cap-

work. The plains here are capped by a field of Lava, which at
some remote period when these plains formed the bottom of an
ocean, was poured forth from the Andes. This field of Lava is on
a grand scale; further up the river it is more than 300 feet thick,
& the distance from its source is great.* The most Southern
Voleanie rocks in the Andes hitherto known, are many hundred
miles to the North, not far from the island of Chiloe. The Lava
caused many small springs.t The valleys here were greener & I re-
cognised many plants of Tierra del Fuego. The Guanaco was in his
element amongst the rugged low preecipices. It is curious how in
many cases the seenery is totally dependent on the geology; some
of the valleys so precisely resembled those at St Jago, that if I
could have added the warmth of a tropical day I should have
looked about me to recognise old frequented spots.

April 27th. The bed of the river is rather narrower, hence the stream
more rapid ; it generally runs nearly 6 knots an hour. Inthe channel
there are great blocks of Lava which together make the tracking
both laborious & very dangerous. Yesterday two holes were
knocked through the sides of one of the boats, but she was got on
shore & repaired, without any further damage. I shot a condor,
it measured from tip to tip of wing 8 & 1 feet; from beak to tail
4 feet. They are magnificent birds; when seated on a pinnacle over
some steep precipice, sultan-like they view the plains beneath
them. I believe these birds are never found excepting where there
are perpendicular chffs. Further up the river where the lava is
8 or 900 feet above the bed of the river, I found a regular breeding
place; it was a fine sight to see between ten & twenty of these

Condors start heavily from their resting spot & then wheel away
In majestic circles,

28th. Found a tripod of wood fastened together by hide; it had
floated down the river; the first sign of the reappearance of man.

20th. From the high land we hailed with joy the snowy summits of

the_f ordilleras, as they were seen oceassionally peeping through
their dusky envelope of clouds.

* Action of current. Origin of Valley. [C.D.]
T Cause of springs. [C.D.]

tain’s servant shot two Guanaco, Before the men could arrive to
carry them to the boats the Condors & some small carrion Vultures
had picked even the bones of one clean & white, & this in about
four hours. The Guanaco probably weighed 170 or 180 pounds.
When the men arrived, only two Condors were there & some small
Vultures within the ribs were picking the bones.

ond & 8rd. The river was here very tortuous & in many parts there
were great blocks of Slate & Granite which in former periods of
commotion have come from the Andes.* Both these causes sadly
interfered with our progress. We had however the satisfaction of
seeing in full view the long North & South range of the Cor-
dilleras. They form a lofty & imposing barrier to this flat country;
many of the mountains were steep & pointed cones, & these were
clothed with snow. We looked at them with regret, for it was
evident we had not time to reach them. We were obliged to
imagine their nature & grandeur, instead of standing as we had
hoped, on one of their pinnacles & looking down on the plain
below. During these two days we saw signs of horses & several
little articles belonging to the Indians, such as a bunch of Ostrich
feathers, part of a mantle, a pointed stick. From a thong of cow’s
hide being found, it is certain that these Indians must come from
the North. They probably have no connection with those whose
smoke we saw nearer to the Coast; but that during the summer
they travel along the foot Andes in order to hunt in fresh country.
The Guanaco being so excessively abundant I was at first much
surprised that Indians did not constantly reside on the banks of
this river; the cause of their not frequenting these plains must be
their stony nature (the whole country is a shingle bed) which no
unshod horse could withstand. Yet in two places in this very
central part, I found small piles of stones which I think could not
have been accidentally grouped together. They were placed on
projecting points over the highest lava chiffs, & resembled those at
Port Desire but were on a smaller scale. They would not have been
sufficient to have covered more than the bones of a man.

4th. The Captain determined to take the boats no further. The
mountains were between 20 & 30 miles distant & the river very

* Charncter of upper plain altered. [C.D.]
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serpentine. Its apparent dimensions & dl:‘pth 111::-11"[_1,'.111-:-. same; its
current equally strong. The country & its ]Jm[iuctmn_ remained
equally uninteresting. In addition to all this, our provisions were
running short; we had been for some days on hall allowance of
biseuit, This same half allowance, although really sufficient, was
very unpleasant after our hard work; & those who have not tried
it will alone exclaim about the comfort of a hght stomach & an
easy digestion. It was very ridiculous how invariably the con-
versation in the evening turned upon all sorts, qualities & kinds of
food.

The Captain & a large party set off to walk a few miles to the
Westward. We crossed a desert plain which forms the head of the
valley of S. Cruz, but could not see the base of the mountains.
On the North side there is a great break in the elevated lava plain,
as if of the valley of a river. It is thought probable that the main
branch of the S, Cruz bends up in that direction & perhaps drains
many miles of the Eastern slope of the chain. We took a farewell
look at the Cordilleras which probably in this part had never been
viewed by other European eyes, & then returned to the tents. At
the furthest point we were about 140 miles from the Atlantic, &
60 from the nearest inlet of the Pacific.®

May 5th. Before sunrise, we began our descent. We shot down the
stream with great rapidity; generally at the rate of 10 miles an
hour. What a contrast to the laborious tracking; we effected in this
day, what had cost us five days & a half; from passing over so
much country, we as it were condensed all the birds & animals
together & they appeared much more numerous.

6th. We again equalled five & half days tracking. The climate is
certainly very different near to the mountains: it is there much
colder, more windy & cloudy.

Tth. Slept at the place where the water nearly ceases to be fresh.
A tent & party was left to try to shoot some Guanaco.

8th. We arrived on board a little after noon;: found the Beagle with
her masts up, fresh painted, & as gay as a frigate.

Almost everyone is discontented with this expedition; much
hard work, & much time lost & scarcely anything seen or gained.
We have, however, to thank our good fortune in en joying constant
fine dry weather & blue skys. To me the cruize has been most
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satisfactory, from aflfording so excellent o section of the great
modern formation of Patagonia,

May 9th-11th. I took some long walks; colleeting for the last time on
the sterile plains of the Eastern side of S. America. The Sports-
men have altogether been very lucky. Ten guanaco have been Killed
& ecaten; several Condors, & a large wild Cat have been killed &
Mr Stuart shot a very large Puma.

12th. We put to sea; & steered in search of an alleged rock (the
I’Aigle) between the Falklands & mouth of Straits of Magellan;
after an unsuccessful hunt, we anchored on the 16th off C. Virgins,

16th. The weather has been bad, eold & boisterous (& I propor-
tionately sick & miserable). It never ceases to be in my eyes most
marvellous that on the coast of Patagonia there is constant dry
weather & a clear sky, & at 120 miles to the South, there should
be as constant clouds, rain, hail, snow & wind.

21st. During these days we have been beating about the entrance
of the Straits, obtaining soundings & searching for some banks
(a dangerous one was found); at night we came to an anchor; &
(22nd) before daylight the Adventure was seen on her passage
from the Falklands. Shortly after we left Berkeley Sound, a man
of war came in; she has taken away all the prisoners, & now the
island is quite quiet. We received our letters; mine were dated
October & November. We shall now in a few days make the best
of our way to Port Famine. The days are of course very short for
surveying; the weather however, Gracias a dios, is pretty fine for
these Southern latitudes. It is a very curious fact, <that’ it now
being only one month from the shortest day & in such a latitude,
that the temperature is scarcely perceptibly colder than during
the summer: we all wear the same clothes as during last year's
visit.

29th. We anchored in Gregory Bay & took in six days® water; our
old friends the Indians were not there. The weather has lately been
very bad, & is now very cold, The Thermometer has been all day
below the freezing point & much snow has fallen. This is rather
miserable work in a ship, where you have no roaring fire, & where
the upper deck, covered with tharsawing snow is, as it were, the
hall in your house.
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PORT FAMINE
228 1884

Arrived at Port Famine. I never saw a more cheer]

prospect; the dusky woods, piebald with SNOW, were only ?:?
distinetly to be seen through an atmosphere composed of tyy,
thirds rain & one of fog; the rest, as an Irishman would say, wﬂ;
very cold unpleasant air, Yesterday, when passing to the S. of
C. Negro, two men hailed us & ran after the ship; a boat s
lowered & picked them up. They turned out to be twg seamen
who had run away from a Sealer & had joined the Patagonians
They had been treated by these Indians with their usyal dis:
interested noble hospitality. They parted company from them by
accident & were walking down the coast to this place to look oyt
for some vessel. I dare say they were worthless vagabonds, but
I never saw more miserable ones; they had for some days been
living on Museles &e. & berrys & had been exposed night & day
to all the late constant rain & snow. What will not man endurel

2nd-8th. The Adventure rejoined us, after having examined the
East side of this part of the Straits.

The weather has during the greater part of the time been very
foggy & cold; but we were in high luck in having two clear days
for observations. On one of these the view of Sarmiento was most
imposing. I have not ceased to wonder, in the scenery of Tierra
del Fuego, at the apparent little elevation of mountains really
very high. I believe it is owing to a cause which one would be
last to suspeet;—it is the sea washing their base & the whole
mountain being in view, I recollect in Ponsonby Sound, after
having seen a mountain down the Beagle Channel, I had another
view of it across many ridges, one behind the other, This im-
mediately made one aware of its distance, & with its distance it
was curious how its apparent height rose.

_ The Fuegians twice came & plagued us. As there were many
instruments, clothese, &c, & men on shore, the Captain though?
1t necessary to fl‘ig]]tﬂﬂ them away. The one time we fired a greﬂt
gun, when they were a long way off; it was very amusing 10 o
through a glass their bold defiance, for as the shot splashed up the
water, they picked up stones in return & threw them towards the
I;ihj_p which was then about a mile & a half off. This not being S“fi'.
ﬂi:_-tmnt:r ‘; ehF&'iT: was Slfpt with orders tn_ fire musket hﬂ."ﬁf Wf:;y
Haohircs s iﬂms id themselves behind the trees, but for Fiko
usket they fired an arrow. These fell short ©
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boat; & the officer pointing to them & laughing made the Fue-
gians frantic with rage (as they well might be at so unprovoked an
attack); they shook their very mantles with passion. At last seeing
the balls strike & cut the trees, they ran away; their final de-
campement was effected by the boat pretending to go in chase of
their canoes & women. Another party having entered the bay,
was easily driven to a little creck to the north of it: the next day
two boats were sent to drive them still further;* it was admirable
to see the determination with which four or five men eame for-
ward to defend themselves against three times that number. As
soon as they saw the boats they advanced a 100 yards towards us,
prepared a barricade of rotten trees & busily picked up piles of
stones for their slings. Every time a musket was pointed towards
them, they in return pointed an arrow. I feel sure they would not
have moved till more than one had been wounded. This being the
case we retreated. We filled up our wood & water; the latter is
here excellent. The water we have lately been drinking contained
so much salt that brackish is almost too mild a term to eall it.
Amongst trifling discomforts there is none so bad as water with
salts mn 1t: when you drink a glass of water like Physie, & then it
does not satisfy the thirst. Mere impure, stinking water is of little
consequence: especially as boiling it & making tea generally
renders it scarcely perceptible.

June 8th. We weighed very early in the morning. The Captain in-
tended to leave the Straits of Magellan by the Magdalen Channel
which has only lately been discovered & very seldom travelled by
Ships. The wind was fair, but the atmosphere very thick, so that
we missed much very curious scenery. The dark ragged clouds
were rapidly driven over the mountains, nearly to their bases;
the glimpses which we had caught through the dense mass were
highly interesting; jagged points, cones of snow, blue glaciers,
strong outlines marked on a lurid sky, were seen at different dis-
tances & heights. In the midst of such scenery, we anchored at
Cape Turn, close to Mount Sarmiento, which was then hidden
in the clouds. At the base of the lofty & almost perpendicular
sides of our little cove there was one deserted wigwam, & it
alone reminded us that man sometimes wandered amongst these
desolate regions; imagination could searcely paint a scene where

* Rockets, noise, dead silence. [C.D.]
BD 13
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he seemed to have less claims or less authority; the inanimate
works of nature here alone reign with overpowering force.

June 0th. We were delighted in the morning by seeing the veil of mist
gradually rise from & display Sarmiento, I cannot describe the
pleasure of viewing these enormous, still, & hence sublime masses
of snow which never melt & seem doomed to last as long as this
world holds together.

The field of snow extended from the very summit o within 4th
of the total height; to the base this part was dusky wood. Every
outline of snow was most admirably clear & defined; or rather
1 suppose the truth is, that from the absence of shadow, no out-
lines but those against the sky are perceptible & hence such stand
out so strongly marked. Several glaciers descended in a winding
course from the pile of snow to the sea, they may be likened to
great frozen Niagaras & perhaps these cataracts of ice are as fully
beautiful as the moving ones of water. By night we reached the
Western parts of the C hannel: in vain we tried to find anchoring
ground, these islands are so truly only the summits of steep sub-
marine mountains, We had in consequence to stand off & on
during a long, pitch-dark night of 14 hours, & this in a narrow
channel. Onee we got very near the rocks. The night was sui-
ficiently anxious to the Captain & officers.

10th. In the morning in company with the Adventure, we made the
best of our way into the open ocean. The Western coast generally
consists of low, rounded, quite barren hills of Granite. Siv J.
Narborough called one part of it South Desolation, “because it 15
so desolate a land to behold ”; well indeed might he say so. Out-
side the main islands, there are numberless rocks & breakers, on
which the long swell of the open Pacific incessantly rages. We
passed out between the “Fast & West Furies”; a little further
to the North, the Captain from the number of breakers called the
sea the “Milky way . The sight of such a coast is enough to make
a landsman dream for a week about death, peril & shipwreck.

98th. Early in the night we came to an anchor in the port of 5.
Carlos in the island of Chiloe. It had been the Captain’s original
intention to have gone direct to Coquimbo, but a constant suc-
cession of Northerly gales compelled him first to think of Con-
cepeion & ultimately to come in here. Never has the Beagle had
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such ill luck; night after night furious gales from the North put
us under our close-reefed main top-sail, fore try-sail & stay-sail;
when the wind ceased, the great sea prevented us making any
way. Such weather utterly destroys for every good end the pre-
cious time during which it lasts. On leaving Tierra del Fuego, we
congratulated ourselves too soon in having escaped the usual
course of its storms,

On the 27th the purser of the Beagle, Mr Rowlett, expired; he
had been for some time gradually sinking under a complication
of diseases: the fatal termination of which was only a little
hastened by the bad weather of the Southern countries. Mr
Rowlett was in his 88th year; the oldest officer on board; he had
been on the former voyage in the Adventure; & was in conse-
quence an old friend to many mn this ship; by whom & everyone
else he was warmly respected. On the following day the funeral
service was read on the quarter deck, & his body lowered into the
sea; it is an aweful & solemn sound, that splash of the waters over
the body of an old ship-mate.

June 29th. Tn the morning, many of the poor people who had houses

on the point, rowed off to us in theirlittle boats; it was quite pleasing
to see the unaffected joy with which they welcomed the ship &
those who were formerly in her. They told us that the money they
gained from cutting wood &e. &e. had enabled them to buy sheep
& that they had ever since been much better off. They all appear
to have a great mixture of Indian blood & widely differ from
almost every other set of Spaniards in not being Gauchos. The
country is so thickly wooded that neither horses or cattle seem
to increase much. Potatoes & pigs & fish are the main articles of
food: the obtaining these requires labor, & has consequently in-
duced a different set of manners from what is found in other parts
of S. America. In the middle of the day I took a short walk, fol-
lowing up one of the winding creeks. Seen from a considerable
distance, the country bears a very close resemblance to T, del
Fuego. The country is hilly & entirely clothed in thick wood, ex-
cepting a few scattered green patches which have been cleared
near to the Cottages. The woods are incomparably more beautiful
than those of T. del Fuego. Instead of the dusky uniformity of
that country we have the variety of Tropical scenery; excepting
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in Brazil 1 have never seen such an abundance of elegant forms,
Chiloe, situated on the West coast, enjoys a very uniform ten-
perature, & an atmosphere saturated with moisture; the soil re-
sulting from volcano ashes, appears very fertile; hence arises the
teeming luxuriance of the forests. The high thatehed roofs of the
cottages with the little railed paddocks of grass, surrounded by
lofty evergreens, reminded me of some drawings of the houses in
the S. Sea Islands. This resemblance to tropical scenery 1s chiefly
to be attributed to a sort of arborescent grass or Bamboo, which
twines amongst the trees to the height of 80 or 40 feet & renders
the woods quite impervious; to this may be added some large
ferns, the trees also are all evergreens, & the stems are variously
coloured, white & red &e. This walk called to my mind all the
delights of the sublime scenery of Brazl.

June 80th-July Sth. 1staid inthetown of 5. Carlos three days; during
the greater part of this time the weather was very fine;—the in-
habitants themselves wondering at such an event. I do not sup-
pose any part of the world is so rainy as the island of Chiloe. The
Cordilleras are very rarely in sight; one morning before sunrise
we had a very fine view of the Voleano of Osornoj; it stood out in
dark relief. It was curious to see as the sun rose, the outline
gradually lost in the glare of the Eastern sky. During the fine
weather I enjoved some very pleasant walks about the town &
examined the structure of the rocks. This island, like the plains of
Patagonia, is only an appendage to the Andes; it is formed of the
debris of its rocks & of streams of lava. These submarine beds have
been elevated into dry land only in a very recent period. The soil
resulting from the decomposition of these rocks is very fertile; but
agriculture is as yet in its rudest forms; to this the structure of the
mills & boats & their method of spinning quite correspond. The
mmhabitants, judging from their complexions & low stature, have
three-fourths of Fuegian or Boat Indian blood in their veins; they
are nll dressed in coarse strong woollen garments, which each family
makes for themselves & dyes with Indigo of a dark blue color.
Although with plenty to eat, they are excessively poor; there 18
hittle demand for labor, & from the scarcity of money nearly all
payments are made with goods. Men carry on their backs from.
long distances, bags of charcoal, (the only fuel used in the town)
to obtain the most trifling luxuries, The Joy which the sight of a
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few Reals gave to these poor men was quite surprising; after
making them a present, they always insisted on having your hand
to shake it as o sign of their gratitude. One day I walked a few
miles on the road to Castro. This place was the former capital &
is now the second town in the island. The road is the only one
which goes directly through the interior of the country. About two
miles from S. Carlos it enters the forest, which covers the whole
country & has only been rendered passable by the aid of the axe.
For its whole length there are not more than two or three houses:
the road itself was made in the time of the old Spaniards & is en-
tirely formed of trunks of trees squared & placed side by side.
From the gloomy damp nature of the climate, the wood had a
dreary aspect; in the Tropies such a scene is delightful from the
contrast it affords with the brilliancy & glare of every open spot.
The country generally is only inhabited round the shores of the
creeks & Bays, & in this respect it resembles T. del Fuego. The
road by the coast is in some places so bad that many houses have
searcely any communication with others excepting by boats.
The capital itself is worthy of the island, it is a small stmg_ghng
dirty village; the houses are singular from being entirely built,—
sides, roofs, partitions &c.—of plank. The Alerce or cedar from
which these planks are made grows on the sides of the Andes;
they possess the curious property of splitting sanenl:.r that by
planing the planks are nearly as well formed as if sawed. These
planks are the staple export of the Islands, to which may be added

potatoes & hams.

July 18th. Got under weigh; we only managed to reach an outer
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