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THE BIRD TALISMAN.

T'HERE was once an old hermit, who lived in a hut
hear the source of the Ganges. He was very kind to all
birds and beasts; and they were so acenstomed to him
that the very wild beasts were neither afraid of him
nor would hurt him. One day, as he sat by the stream
watching two daws that were flying about and playing
together in the air, one of the birds happened to fall
into the water, which was very rapid, and was swept
away by the stream, and would bave been drowned
¢ the old hermit had not run to its help, and, stepping
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5 THE BIRD TAL ISMAN.

:to the water, pulled out the daw with his hooked
staff. :

He laid the bird in the sun, and as soon as it was
drv the two daws both flew away to a high rock, just
ah:we where the Ganges rises. The hermit saw them
flv into a little cave, halfway up the rock, and presently
:;-:me out again, and fly back towards him ; they alighted
close to him, and one of them laid a ring down at his
feet. He picked it up and put it on his finger, and he
was immediately astonished to hear the daw speak to
him and say, “Good hermit, please to accept this ring,
for having saved my life, and for your kindness to all
poor birds and beasts; it 1s a magic ring, and whoever
wears it can understand the language of birds, and all
birds will do whatever he orders them when he shows
them the ring. Can we do anything to serve you?”
The hermit answered, “Yes; I was formerly king of
Cashmere, and was dethroned by my son-in-law, and
obliged to conceal myself in this disguise. I should
like, before I die, to hear some news of the queen—imy

dauchter 3 : ] -
ghter, and of my former kingdom ; and if you can

Hy over Al ; 1
y the mountains to Cashmere, and bring me

e for ever thankful.”

daws, and were out of sight
tor some (

back some news, I shall 1
Away flew the two

N a moment
» and ays the hermit saw no
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more of them; but one evening, as he sat at the door of
his hut, he saw two black specks in the sky, which, as
they came nearer, turned out to be .t.he two duwsip
They perﬂhed on the bench by his side, and one of
them said, “ We have brought you sorrowful news from
(Cashmere. The queen, your danghter, is dead, leaving
one little daughter; and the king is married again ;
and, from what we heard from the parrot that belonged
to the late queen, the present queen is very unkind to
her step-daughter; and there is reason to fear that -
soon as the king leaves his capital to go and hunt in
the mountains, the wicked queen will take the oppor-
tunity to kill your little granddaughter, or get rid of
Lier in some way.”

The old hermit was very much grieved at this
account, and could not sleep all night for thinking
about it. In the morning the two daws came, as usual,
to flv about the banks of the stream ; as soon as he s+a,w
trl]l-_-"[:'l. he beckoned to them, and they flew to him.
«Take this ring,” said he, drawing the magic ring from
his finger, “and carry 1t to my granddaughter, and tell
her, when she wants help or advice, to call fo any
bird she sees, and they will, no doubt, advise her and
help her; it is the only help I can give }:ler." “We
will go to her,” replied the daws, “and give her the

(http://darwin-online.org.uk/).



10 THE BIRD TALISMAN.

: 11 «tav with her, and do all we can for
ring ; and we will stay .

b . n
her, and, if possible, we will bring her to you.
e !

Away flew the two birds with the 1.‘i11:;"s f“'“' the tops
of the mountains, and across the plains, t1ll they came
to the palace of the king of Cashmere. They flew
straight to the chamber of the little princess, whom
they found feeding her parrot ; they laid down the ring
before her, and she put it on her finger, and was
immediately able to understand what the birds said,
and to hold conversation with them.

The two daws told the little princess all that the
old hermit had told them, and the parrot told her all
that had happened when her grandfather lost the king-
dom. The poor little princess cried very much, and
said she should be very glad to go to her grandfather,
“for,” said she, “the queen is so unkind to me, and
never lets me see my father without being present, so
that I dare not complain to him: and the queen sets
everybody against me, and nobody loves me, or cares
for me, except my dear old parrot.” “My dear child,”

rz.&piied the parrot, Et{mping down from her I.}erch to
give her a kiss with her

always depend op my lovin

child and T haq hatched vo

you were hop

great horny bill—“you may
g you as if you were my own

u myself—for I was here when
and
your poor mother bhefore you. As
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THE BIRD TALISMAN. 11

for what these worthy birds say about taking you to
your grandfather, it will be a difficult and dangerous
undertaking ; but after the king goes on his hunting
expedition to the mountains, it will not be safe for my
dear child to remain here in the power of that wicked
queen.” It was then settled that the two daws should
roost in the palace garden, and should be always within
call in case they should be wanted ; and the old parrot
promised to keep a good watch in the palace and find
out whether the queen was planning any mischief
against the princess.

Soon after this the king set off on his grand hunt-
ing expedition to the mountains; and the very next
day the two daws brought word to the parrot that the
queen’s favourite slave, Baboof, was busy gathering
plants in the garden, and that they had seen him gather
some hemlock, some henbane, some opium poppies, and
several other poisonous plants. As soon as the parrot
heard this she flew out of the window, and having seen
what Baboof was doing, flew straight to the queen’s
apartment, where she concealed herself, to watch thie
queen’s proceedings. Presently Baboof brought in his
bundle of poisonous herbs, and the queen chopped them
up, and set them to boil in a pot, on a pan of charcoal
that was burning in the chimney. She then took some

(http://darwin-online. org.uk/).



12 THE BIRD TALISMAN.

four and sweetmeats out of a box, and made a cake

nd kneaded 1t up with the liquor from the poisonous
a

herbs in the pot. She then set the cake to bake on the

charcoal, and the parrot stole away without being per-

ceived. and flew to the princess's apartment, where she
found the two daws. “There is no time to be lost,”
cried she: “if the princess stays liere any longer she
will be poisoned. The queen 1s at this moment baking
a poisoned cake for her. Come, my dear child, let us
escape at once.” The princess immediately rose in
great alarm, and ran to the door, the three birds follow-
ing her; but the door was locked. The window was
too high above the ground for the princess to get out of
it, and, besides, there was a sentinel in the garden just
opposite the window. Before they could determine
what to do, the queen came, and unlocking the door,
entered the room with a nice-looking cake in a dish.
She did not see the two daws, because they flew out of
the window as the queen came in at the door. “Here

18 a4 ca y ” gal '
cake for you, my dear,” said the queen, “which T

m ﬂ‘!' E ..-'

ng the door after her.
gone, the parrot called the two
o 0 take the t::.a.ke and throw it over

nto the lake, whicl, they did, and then

1t on the table and went out, locki
As soon as she wag

daws and told them t
the garden-wa
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came back. The princess remained locked up all that
day, and her usual meal was not brought to her; but
the two daws gathered some figs for her in the garden,
and she and her three birds made a very good supper of
them. In the morning the queen came to see whether
the princess was dead, and when she saw her still alive
¢he was furious, and seizing her by the hair, began to
beat her, and tried to get her hands round her neck to
strangle her. In the mean time, the parrot flew out of
the window straight to the queen’s nursery, where the
queen’s little baby was in his eradle. The parrot
picked up a lighted stick from a fire that was burning
on the hearth, and set fire to the window-curtains, and
then flew along the passages leading to the princess’s
apartment, screaming, «Fire !|—Fire! The nursery 1s
on fire ! —the little prince will be burnt to death!” And
all the slaves in the palace began to cry, “Fire!—Fire!”
ATl this did not take two minutes; and the queen had
not been able to strangle the princess, when she heard
the outery, and immediately leaving the princess lying
on the floor, ran to the nursery to save her own child.
The little princess rose from the ground as well as
she was able ; and the parrot screaming to her that now
was the time to escape, she ran out of the door and

downstairs into the garden, where she was joined by

(http://darwin-online.org.uk/).



14 THE BIRD TALISMAN.

the old parrot scuffled along before

the two daws, and :
q little door 1 the wall. The

them and led the way 10

princess with some difficulty drew back the bolt and
opened the door; and going through this, they found
themselves on the shore of the lake. There were two
swans floating near the shore, and the parrot told the
little princess to show them the ring and order them to
take her to the other side of the lake. As soon as the
swans saw the ring which the princess held up to them,

t T AT . . - -
hey swam towards her, bowing their heads and asking

what she wished them to do. “Take me across the

lake,” said she. They immediately placed themselves

side by side, and the princess, wading into the water,
tp]:ar:?ed herself between them, with one arm over each of
eir backs : :

ks; and so su pporting herself, almost up to the

shoulders
% n the water, she floated between the swans
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and they carried her safely over to the other side with
the parrot sitting quite dry and comfortable on her
<houlder, and the two daws flying overhead.

When they reached the other side, the princess
landed, and the swans took leave of her, and swam back
again. The princess fuundl a retired place amongst the
rocks, and taking off her clothes, spread them to dry in
the sun; and the parrot told one of the daws to sit on
the top of the rock and keep watch, while the other
flew back at the princess’s desire to see what had be-
come of the queen’s baby and the nursery that was set
on fire.

By the time the clothes were dry the daw came
back, and told the princess that no harm had happened
to the child, and that the fire was extinguished. He
also said that the palace was in great confusion ; Baboof
and all the slaves running about everywhere looking
for the princess, and that a reward of fifty pieces of
gold was offered to whoever would bring her to the
queen.

The parrot begged the princess to put on her clothes
and follow her, for that they had a long way to go be-
fore they should be safe from their pursuers. S0 they
all set out; the daws flying high in the air and keep-
ing a good look-out on every side, and the old parrot

(http://darwin-online. org.uk/).



16 THE BIRD TALISMAN.
I

the way before the princess over the rocks,

leading :
eading arge wood : and while one of the

They soon reached a 1

daws flew high over the trees on the look-out, the other

came down Into the wood, and flew along the pathway
in advance of the princess. They met several people in
the wood ; but the daw in advance always called out in
the birds' language, and the princess hid herself in the
bushes till the persons they met passed by. Nobody
took any notice of the birds.

So they travelled on till the princess was quite
tired out and hungry. The parrot then called down
the daw that was flying overhead, and asked him
whether he had seen any signs of water; and he said
there was a little cascade falling from a rock not far to
the right. The parrot told the two daws to see if they
could find any fruit in the wood, and to bring it to the
princess at the cascade; and then persuaded the prin-
cess to rise and follow her, tired as she was. They soon
heard the noise of the waterfall, and, guided by the
sound, made their way to the foot of a rock, down
which the water fell into a rocky and deep bason ; here
the princess drank her fill, and so did the parrot ; and
then they sat down on the grass to wait for the daws,

who soon made their appearance with as many figs and

Btapes as they could carry, These were soon eaten by
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parrot, and, as the daws had found
were not long in bring-

- and they a1l made a very hearty

esh supply; .
. f]TE;e place was 80 pleasant and so retired, that

rest there till the mext day; and

birds busied themselves in collecting dry leaves and
o : }11];3 make a bed for the princess, who soon learnt to
i:::a herself useful, too; and before night they had all
collected a very comfortable heap of litter under a br-:-j.v
of the rock which kept off the falling dew. On this
heap the princess lay down, and was soon fast asleep.
The three birds went to roost in a tree close by, and
took it in turns to keep watch all night.

In the morning, the whole party breakfasted on figs
and grapes, and resumed their journey in the same
order as the day before, Towards noon, and when they
had been travelling on in silence for some time, the daw

meal.
otermined to

in advance saw a man coming to meet them, and
immediately called out to warn the princess. She
heard the ery of the daw, but could not understand
what he said, but seeing him come, flying back, and
making a loud cawing, she thought something was
Wrong, and hid herself in the bushes till the man was
Past; she then rejoined the birds, but found she could
not understand a word they said; at last she perceived
2

(http://fdarwin-online . oceg-ukijs



18 THE BIRD TALISMAN

that she had lost her magic ring, which ba;
for her slender finger, had slipped off, 4
the course of the le‘lllllg’S wulk;

hands to show the parrot that the
ne; and

girl ery illg, the

WS ing i

concert. At last the 1 B Lo
rt. ast the parrot made signs to the

great was the grief of all—the litt]e

parrot screaming, and the two da

Princess t,

. ay they came
carefully looking for the lost ring, but in vain - for th '
! e 3 E’F

follow her, and they all turned back the w

reached the cascade without seeing anything of the yiy,
It was now evening, and the daws having gﬁt-herei
some figs and grapes for supper, the little princess lay
down to sleep on her bed of the night before. She folt
very unhappy at being no longer able to converse with
her dear birds, but she soon cried herself to sleep. In
TFm morning they all set out again to search for the
ring.  While they were thus employed, the two daws
came suddenly upon a soldier lying under a tree.
"Here 15 a man!” cried one—“fly back and warn the
!}l'lI]lL'l‘:.‘:'»:i I” “Who goes there ?” cried the soldier, jump-
:lit:npl; i:]ml] ErlS he rose, the ‘daws saw the lost ring
. theg d;:v;m '?f‘gcr. I Tmedmtei y the charm WﬂI‘I:LE{jl;
— “‘L*I"e obliged .t-u answer the soldiers
e HIE:I‘L Ttlwu r.m.furtuuu,te dﬂ:‘r‘-’s, at your
J»Lhe soldier was astonished to hear

Darwiiy Chilct
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the birds talk, and exclaimed—*How is this? How
can birds like you talk ?”  “Sir,” replied one of them,
“you have a magic ring on your finger, which enables
you to understand what we say, and compels us to
answer your questions.” “Does it 2” said the soldier,
«“then tell me what princess you were talking of, just
pow 27 “The Princess of Cashmere,” answered the daw.

«Why there is a reward of fifty pieces of gold for who-
ever finds her!” said the soldier—“Is she anywhere

hereabouts ?” The poor daws were very unwilling to
betray the princess, but they could not resist the magic
l:l_f the ring; so they were forced to confess that the

princess was close at hand, and the soldier immediately
2—2

(http://darwin-online. org.uk/).



20 THE BIRD TALISMAN,

Pmceeded to look for, and soon found her. He seizad
her by the arm, and, in spite of her tears and crjes
dragged her along the path, the three birds fnllcrwiug
with many doleful eries. DBy and by they reached the
shore of the lake, where they found a boat moored.
Into this the princess was forced to go, and the soldier
getting in himself, the parrot managed to seramble in,
and hid herself under one of the seats. The soldier
rowed the boat across the lake, and the daws flew over-
head. They landed near the postern door of the palace,
and knocking at the door, 1t was opened by Baboof,
who grinned horribly when he saw the princess, and led
them immediately to the queen’s apartment, while the
three birds concealed themselves in the garden,

The queen gave the soldier the promised reward,
and ordered Baboof to lock the princess up in her own
room, and to set guards opposite both the door and the
windows to prevent her escaping again. She then in-
quired of the soldier how he had found the princess;

and he told her how he had found a magin:: Ting in the
wood, which enabled him

birds; and how he had le
princess wag,
ring

to understand the language of
arnt from the daws where the

As soon ag the queen heard of the magic

3 “:}th;: offered the soldier fifty more pieces of gold for
» Which he gladly accepted, and went his way.
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The queen Was delighted at getting pﬂss:esa:’mn of
.+ for she had often heard of 1t in her
the magic TS _
outh, and knew that it formerly belnng'ed to the i:&mﬂus
iuchanter, Moozuffer, and that, at his death, it had
been carried away by the birds, and concealed, that no
other person might rule them as Mmzuﬁer had ru.led
them in his lifetime, by means of this HPgt Looking
out of the window, she saw the two daws sitting n:mu!rn-
fully on a tree in the garden, and holding up the ring
to them, called them to her, and ordered them to go to
the forest on the other side of the lake, in the midst of
which they would find an immense rock, with perpen-
dicular sides. At the foot of this rock they would find
a pomegranate-tree growing, in the trunk of which was
inclosed a living toad. She told the daws to bring her
one of the pomegranates from this tree; and she told
them, also, to swallow a pomegranate seed each, for the
seeds of that pomegranate were an antidote to every
poison, and unless they swallowed one, they would
perish in the next service she required of them, which
was to fly up to the top of the rock, and bring her a
piece of the gum of a poisonous tree which grew there.
The two daws flew away to the forest, and soon found
the pomegranate-tree growing at the foot of the rock.
They tapped at the trunk with their bills, and listened,

ittt p: A darwin-enline. ocrg - wkils
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and heard the toad croak inside the tree. They then
swallowed some of the seeds that lay scattered under
the tree, and having gathered each a pomegranate, they
few to the top of the rock, which they found quite bare
of all plants, or living things, and scattered over with
the skeletons of birds, which had been poisoned by the
<mell of the poison-tree, in flying over the rock. On
the highest point of the rock grew one small, stunted
tree, from the bark of which dropped a black-looking
gum. One of the daws picked up a piece of this gum,
and then they both flew back to the palace, carrying
the gum and the two pomegranates. One of the pome-
granates they dropped amongst a thicket of bushes in
the garden, and the other they carried, together with
the gum, to the queen, who 1m mediately swallowed one
of the pomegranate-seeds herself, and gave another to
Baboof, who was with her, to prevent being poisoned by
the smell of the gum, which she then put into a golden
box, and sealed it up.

As soon as the daws left the queen, they flew straight
to the little princess’s window, where they found the
P*—"fmt They told her what they had done about the
posonous gum and the pomegranates, and they all
agreed that a new attempt would be made to poison the

princess: g :
» and to be prepared for this, the daws went

Darwin Onlin
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and fetched the pomegranate which they had dropped
. the garden. The parrot pecked a hole in it, and ate
one of the seeds herself, and then carried the pome-
o the princess, who was sitting crying in a

grmmt{: t
d made signs to her to eat one of the seeds.

corner, an :
The princess did not like to do this, for the pomegranate

was exactly of the colour of the skin of a toad, and did
not look at all tempting ; but the parrot made so many
signs, and coaxed the princess so, that she at last
<wallowed one of the seeds, and the parrot hid the
pomegranate under the bed. She had hardly done so,
and, hearing the key turned in the door, concealed her-
self also, when Baboof entered, with a loaf of bread and
a jar of water, which he put on a table, and went out.
As soon as he was gone, the parrot came from under the
bed. The princess was very hungry and thirsty, but
was afraid to eat or drink, though the parrot, knowing
that the pomegranate-seed was an antidote to the
poison, did all she could by signs to encourage the prin-
cess to eat. While the parrot was making a great fuss,
pecking the bread, and sipping the water, and making
all sorts of impatient noises, the two daws flew in at the
window, with the magic ring in one of their bills, As
soon as the princess touched the ring, she immediately
understood what the birds said, and they told her how

ittt A darwin-ohl ine . o e e
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they had recovered the ring—that when Baboof came
. with the loaf, they had flown out of the windﬂw, and
perching in a tree opposite the quec:n’s window, they
had seen the queen sitting there, playing with her little
boy, who pulled the ring off her finger, and rolleqd it
along the window-seat, and at last let 16 fall out of the
window ; that the queen immediately left the window,
to send one of her slaves to pick up the ring ; but before
she could do so, aud without being scen by any one, the
daws picked it up, and brought it to the princess,
(ireat was her joy at being again able to talk with her
birds, and when they had told her all about the poison-
ous gum, and the antidote, she was no longer afraid to
eat the bread, and drink the water, and after making a
hearty supper she went to bed.

In the morning, Baboof came to see whether the
princess was dead, and was much surprised to find she
was alive, though she had eaten so much of the poisoned
bread. He said nothing, however, but went down to
tell the queen, who was in the garden, looking again for
the ring, under the window from which the baby had
d_m!}PE’d it.  The parrot told one of the daws to go and
I!%mﬂ w W}l‘j't they said ; and accordingly the daw went
?::i*;:;: Ei::dh:fdf i a bush close to the queen,

ar all that

Darwin oOnlline
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surprised at the princess escaping J[-]flE effects

. con. and said she must have some talisman, or
oiibs PE;; th, her. *“ However,” said she, “to-night you
g i uher to the balcony that looks on the lake,
. ::r her into the water with a stone round her
&ﬂdkiih::d in the morning we will pretend she has died
:ﬂ th:a night, and have a false funeral and a coffin filled

with rubbish, which we will bury.” |
The daw flew back to tell this dreadful news to his

companions, and they consulted together without telling
the princess, for fear of frightening her; but when
they had settled their plans, they then told her not
to be alarmed, but to leave everything to them, and

they would save her life.
There lived just outside the palace walls, in a hut

on the shore of the lake, a poor fisherman, who used to
spread his nets in the water, below the walls of the
palace ; and the little princess had often sat in the
balcony with her attendants and watched him fishing,
and often used to buy his fish of him and draw it up
with a basket and string, and let down the money in
the same way, so that she had made quite a friendship
with the old man. The parrot used to be of these
Parties—for she was very fond of fish—and the old
fisherman and she were on very good terms. To this

thttp: /A fdarwin-enlines org - wEids



926 THE BIRD TALISMAN.

old fisherman’s hut the parrot and the two daws
now flew, taking the ring with them, and putting
on the old man's finger, so that he could understand
what she said, the parrot told him that his litgle
patroness was in need of his assistance to save her life,
The old man immediately said he would do anything
for her, even at the risk of his own life, He was then
told the whole state of affairs, and promised to obey all
the parrot’s orders.

The parrot and the old fisherman settled between
them what was best to be done to save the princess,
The old man said that he would lay his nets under the
baleony, so as to catch the princess as soon as she
should be thrown into the water; and that she might
float on the surface instead of sinking, he hit on the
following plan:—He took a number of corks from an old
net, and told the parrot and the two daws to fly with
them, one by one, to the princess’s room, and tell her to
cut them into small pieces, and string them on a piece
of twine, and wrap this round and round her body so

as to form a sort of jacket, by means of which she would
be able to float in the water, in spite of the weight of

thfe stone that Baboof and the queen had talked of
tying round her neck, But to make

| _ sure, the fisherman
sent the princess a little

sharp knife, by the parrot,

Darwiln Gl
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ealed under her

. v o from her neck.

r : ston
¢ away the 8
and settled, the parrot flew

o corks to the princess,

o cu

14 as
followed with as many pleces of cork

d they all three flew backwards and
i ds with the corks till they had brought as many
e wanted. The little princess cut the corks
in pieces, and strung them on a piece of strong ;w_:;e
which the fisherman sent her; and ahel-. obeye (¢
directions brought by the parrot—wrapping the corks
round and round her body, and concealing them under
her pelisse. By the time this was done, it began to
grow dark, and by and by Baboof made his appearance,

and the daws
@ﬂuld carry, an

as would be

and told the princess she must come with him. He led
her by the hand through the garden, and up to the
balcony overlooking the lake; and as they passed
through the garden he picked up a large stone, and
wrapped it in a handkerchief; and when they reached
the balcony he suddenly tied the handkerchief round
hEl‘_ neck, putting his hand on her mouth to prevent her
“Iying out, and at the same time lifted her over the
balustrade and threw her into the water. But she was
El‘ﬂpared for this, and in an instant, as he was lifting
€T up, she cut the handkerchief with the knife, so that

(http: /A fdarwin-onlane. org wlel 1=



9% THE BIRD TALISMAXN,
o

the stone fell into the water at the same time With hey.
self, and sank to the bottom, while she floated by Meang
of her cork jacket. It was quite dark, and Babggp
hearing the splash, and then all being sti]l, thought she
had sunk to the bottom, and left the balcony to te]] the
queen what he had done. In the meantime, the ¢]q
fisherman was lying concealed with his boat under the
projection of the balcony, and had spread his net g that
whatever fell from the balcony should be within it As
soon, therefore, as he heard the splash, he began quietly
to draw in his net, and soon brought the floating prin-
cess to the side of his boat and lifted her in. He then
rowed quietly away to his own hut, and landed with
the princess. He showed her into a little room, where
4 comfortable bed was prepared for her, and where she
found the parrot and the two daws already arrived,
They had accompanied the princess in the dark to the
balcony, and when they had ascertained she was safe in
the boat, they had flown op before to the fisherman’s
hut. The litle Princess went to bed mmmediately, for
her clothes were all wet; and as soon as she was in bed
the old man brought her g plate of bread and fish
for her Supper, aftep eating which, and giving some to

her three birds, she fell

asleep,
In the morning, the

old man went g fishing leaving

Darwin Onl
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; s flew to the
,in the hut, and the two daws . -
g ul'ntvlligﬁncc. They found everything 1+n
gu}tl ';l-me with a grand funeral preparing,
e palace, Wit S
king 1n at the window of the prume;sz T -
looking ; i
ﬂ“d w a magnificent coffin lying on the s
Yo 1
b 11 round 1t, and the attendants 1n EL.P
k to the princess with this

]'JEI_.IE'IEE to
bustle in t

wax tapers a 3
' They flew bac
mourning. 1he} - - .
¢ and the parrot said to her—“Now, my dear, y
news,

mav rest here in peace till we can get an UFPU.TF“ﬂit? of
ESEII-I}ng to your grandfather. The queen thinks you
are drowned; and I am sure we may trust the -;;riid
fisherman.” As she said this, the old man came 1n
with a great basket of fish, of which he chose the nice::»at
for the princess to eat, and took out the rest to sell in
the city, With the money he got for the fish he bought
food and other necessaries, and enough cloth to make
the princess a complete suit of common clothes, which
she cut out and made for herself.

The late queen had taught the little princess to
work, and she soon made herself a very neat suit of
clothes such as poor people’s children wear ; for the old
fisherman and the parrot thought she would be safer in
They also told her to keep in doors, for
of being seen and known by anybody. There was,
°ver a little garden at the back of the fisherman’s

that disguise.
fear

how

(http://darwin-online.org.uk/).
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cottage, in which she w

as El-lh:m-‘ed to
managed to p

doing the work of the house, mend: 8 bet‘ﬂfﬂﬂn
the fisherman taught her tq
EHEI’}-‘ day the o
with the

birds, ent g fishj
selling hjs fish,
48 Decessary for the little Jmu.s;ehnIm ang
Prospered with them for a time, But the

season for catching the hest fish was nearly over, apgd
by and by he was less Successful in hig fishery, and a¢
last he hag Y In getting enough to eyt

great difficylt

T Hr

The frit Season was Over, too, so that the daws were
uit for theijr

m:mey he gr_rt b_}r
whatever w

everything

ng, ang,
he bﬂught

unable to fing any fr
household he

day the o]q

havip g

mistress, and the
§31 to be reduced to great distress. QOnpe
Man came home from
ht g single fish, and

the litt)e gir],
mouldy bread,

when the two
them

fishing without
he was just sitting

to dine on a little bit of
Il he had le

at the

caug
down with

which Was 5
daws Hew in
4 pPlece of

tt in the house,
window, with each of
their bills, which they
the princess how they
¥ had been flying all
if they could find any

themse]vus on the top
®Ped down the

» WO gea
Perched ¢, reqt
of an g)q chimnuy. r}."JlE}F pe

funnel,
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1o
and short, and saw something

de
as \-’ﬂr}l W ll:]l em ﬂew dDWI!!

crnrinee at the bottom, and one of Jl.:h il
g]]m:r!"é- N olf in the I‘{Jj’&} treasury, w 4 Sl
and found himse scattered all about. He calle
mml:}rflﬂwn, and they ench. P‘El';led ui}n:

: f wold, and flew up the chimney WIthIt EIi]:‘:ﬂt of
e Tiu-: old man was delighted at t 1e Ef .
E:t} hmnlj and said he considered it the princesss
the gold,

. ad to give
N e
money, for the king, if L , so he

1".']1:1"31*‘ W

of jﬁ‘ﬂr’{‘.lﬁ and
the other to com

if she wanted it;
. s much if she wan
a thousand times a isions, and what-
%mr .diately went out and bought provisior lasted, they
iy 1 :ag wanted. While the money }E: .’t was
r else W : i en 1t wi
EE lived as comfortably as possible; and : One day
. o
a," e daws went and got some T;D. the garden,
H B ¥ . I'_'IHI'EE 1
: incess was playing by _
he little princess was pla) ; ' looking at her
t lrd looking up, she saw a gipsy woman ﬂﬂthfwﬂmm]
and lo ’ P
over the low wall of the gmdﬂﬂ}; Mitslzess she began to
; ""d 'h}r the Pr |
aw that she was observe 3 : to her wvery
BAW her head, and kiss her hand it
o «(h, my sweet young “‘:"'J "
for I am starving to death. i of
a pec
' ¢ ran to the house, and fetched lrmlTl “.Eeu -
i, | handed it to her over the wall,
and

* vl s hEHIL
: er the little gir
thitene o gloat me@ <o that she could
Lo, =

humbly, and said—

me a morsel of food,

bread,
. Lanle
ripsy suddenly -
inld wmpping it round her f

(http://darwin-online.org.uk/).
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neither see nor cry out, she caught her b

pulled her over the wall. Then, fold ing the cloak close
round her, she threw her like a bundle over
and ran off with her thre

Y the arm, g4

her back,
atening to cut her throat if

She was carried in this manner
a long way and felt almost stifled by the cloak. When
at last she was set down, and the cloak unw
round her, she found herself in a wood, surrounded by a
large family of gipsies, who had a fire of sticks burning
on the ground, and two or three small tents pitched,

and several asses grazing close by.
had kidnapped her

should happen to 1
grand city,
and live

she made any noise.

rapped from

The woman who
told her not to cry, and no harm
er; that she should be taken to a
and sold to some great prince or princess,
m splendour and riches all her life ; but if she
tried  to escape or give any alarm, she should be
murdered. As soon ge the woman had concluded this
speech, the gipsies took down their tents, and packed

UPp everything, ang loading their donkeys, set off with-

out delay. The Jitt)e Princess was put on the back of

_ Y comfortah)
frightened and Y, but was

i . Yery unhappy. Spe |
in hopes of seeing her tWo daws, byt

be seen. She yag afraid the gipsie

the asses that

much
ooked all around

they were not to

S would steq) her
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ot
ortunity, when she was n
of her hair, under her

They travelled in this

d it there. alted in a
' and fastene hen they halte
R me time after dark, W nd ]Jitched

way till s0 they lighted & fire a

_ y hg d

rersd N ::fl]:lueregipﬁies cat down to a very goo
e

ir tents. nd afterwards
e f which the princess Pmmﬂk’ 2
E‘“PPEI."' L

ta. z
‘n one .L_}f the ten : mﬂﬂ]iﬂg;
e ;]‘EPt mtncess wakened very early 10 o
e pri

1 children who slept 10
% Eeaiug‘"t:eli:mfis:ﬂ;tzp?::d the door of the tEE :
a te:;:;:epped softly out, i;l:uinkinlg1 :{} ;11:; T;Zj;, 55
spsin ide by a growl 1o
w?is' inFTiU;;hi';zzslgrﬂmythi tEﬂtﬂdnﬂ:ﬂuﬁ]hEﬂ ;a;
e » the dog :
hautii atmmp:i:ntzlleiiﬂep;psiea by his I-m:k:j }:
e :LE still, and the dog lay qul;;ard ’
k EITE Etc'md s fixed on her. Just then, E.lhﬂking i
keeping his EFE? b AN ot a:n d ﬂ; ng op
o ﬂm?“:"f erched on & bough just ahair -
. the' h]; grew the ring uut.nf herit 5 ,mme
She immediately & O i m.gn 'm o o
held it up to t-}: D];:gher it e |
down and perc

, d to the
ipsies, she thE'FEI‘E
fear of wakening the fl::lirmﬂ-“lﬁ hut, and tell the

took an OFP

she .
: lip it into the folds

ring ;
observ ed, 10

pigeon to

(http://darwin-online.org.uks).
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parrot and the daws what had become of Lep.
Ellﬂ:illg off a lock of her hair, she » and

| : € Pigeon t
1-.“ I.l.- t . I, E

pigeon, and the princess returned into the tent, and |y
down again, carefully hiding the ring in her haijy a::
Ei::;ast]ﬁiftj:t’E?ﬁ:]‘fh;'{itI.H‘?ﬁ i P

; ! ything was packed up, and
princess sometimes
and, when she was

they resumed their journey, the
walking with the gipsy children,
tired, riding on one of the

who had stolen her often
how well

asses. The gipsy woman
talked to her, and told her
off she would be if she was bought as a
some great prince at Lahore, where
S0 they journeyed all

slave by
they were going.
day, only stoppi ‘

| v, ping to dine and
rest, during the ]mtte-s_t part of the afternoon, in a shady

grove of trees, A litile before sunset they came to a
wood, where there was b

unloaded the
the night.

a spring of water, and here they
asses i
ses8, and made Preparations for passing

The princess was
as allowed to wa
herself, but the dog that had watche o walk about by

ing was ordered by signs to Zo with
to |

understand very well that he
escape, for if ever o |
to be

d her in the morn-

her ; and he seemed

Darwlin Online
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At last she sat down under a tree at the outskirts
of the wood, and as she was looking towards the way
they had come, she saw what seemed a strange 1m:=kjn.g
bird flying towards her: as it came nearer, she saw 1t
was not one bird, but three, all flying in a bunch
together; and when they came still nearer, she saw
that it was her dear old parrot and the two daws. The
two daws held the two ends of ‘a stick in their claws,
and the parrot held the middle of it in her beak, and
by the support of the stick, and helping I:um'selij along
by flapping her wings, she made a very good flight of

it. As soon as they were within hearing, the little

princess began to call out to them, and when the parrot

heard her voice, she let go the stick and flew down to
the princess, and, perching on her shoulder, kissed her
over and over again. The two daws, too, dropped the
stick and came down and perched on a bush out of the
dog’s reach, and told the princess how glad they were
to see her again. They told her also how the wood-

pigeon had brought news of what had become of her to
L=

the fisherman’s hut, and that they had immediately set

out after her, asking all the birds they met whether
thev had seen her, and so tracing her out without much
difﬁjr.gultjr They said that the old fizherman seemed to

to find her, and had re-
llhtieratﬂnd they were gone 99



3% THE BIRD TALISMAN.

ceived the lock

of hair in token that s} '
. - She was aliy
safe, g

While she was thus eagerly taIking
she did not perceive that two of

who were a little older than herself, had stolen after

her behind the bushes, til] they suddenly rushed oyt
and before the parrot could fly out ’

had caught her, and began to run

with their prize, crying out that

with her birds,
the g1psy ﬁhildren,

of their way, they
back to the tents

they had caught a
parrot.  The princess followed, crying,

them to give back her parrot, but
her, However, just as

and begging
they did not mind
they came to the tents, and as
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he parrot, which then came down from

ddle with t
g he two daws, they kept always not far

it tree. AS for t
off in case of need. |

Before going to bed that night, the g]PS_F wGiaD
brought some leaves out of the wood and h-mle'.:l thm’n
and with the liquor she washed the princess's

face and arms and legs; and her skin turned as brown
«There, my dear,”

as that of the gipsies themselves. : |
<aid the woman, “you will now pass for a, gipsy; if
people saw you with that pretty white skin of f:’iﬂul's,
they would guess you did not belong to us, an :-re
should not be allowed to keep you. ”  When the prin-

in a pot,

the elder gipsies came out to se

e what was the mat
the parrot managed to bite o

their fingers, so th

e - gers, so that they

Te] ‘T 80, and she flew up into g tree out of their reach
'¢ B1psy woman asked what was t ‘

i he
princess told her that the PIARer WS

parrot was hers, and had

had,

ily friend she
an to let hep have i, « Tell,”
¥

“if you will pe 4

) Zood o

make yourself unhﬂPPJ’, 80 that you may 11%'?1'11; sl
Laln

said the wom an
¥

fat when we come to sel]
your parrot,”

L He Ehttp:fﬁdé@%ﬁﬁﬁgki'n

cess was in bed the parrot roosted by her side, i];d
before she went to sleep comforted her as well as she

be afraid of the
1d her that she need not
o to use her well that she

S Id be sure .
gipsies, who wou ne to be sold, and so bring

might look well when she ca1
a good price. |
And so it was ; for the gips
and took great care of her. ety
i Pimhiﬂ'g ﬂ;e;smﬂ'}iea;zf:esa often saw her two
:ay ﬂ; ?z;l;ii E;lem;l, but she took 1o notice of them,
aws mnyl

R One afternoon
.+ geen by the gIpsies:
for fear of bi?fgﬁ’:'e sleeping 10 the shade, when fe

Eoargouktla

o5 were very kind to her,

They travelled on many
aiet out of the
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pr‘imress Wwas awakened by the parrot
with her bill. As soon as she 0
the two daws Huttering and screaming amope

h.ram:hos of a thicket not far off, and ﬂtryin ﬂzithﬂ
1.151:-:*! a tiger! Awake! awake!” “Wake t,li I psi {:
cried the parrot, “or r will be upon uﬂgjpsisl:e

B screaming as loud as she
Awake! awake!” and the

Pinching hey ear
Pened her eyes, ghe saw

. the tige
princess jumped up, and bega
could—*“A tiger! g tiger !

s1Psies were soon awakened

At this Mone

: ut, the prince
tiger glaring

at her
was going to Bprin
bundle of dry reed
the pot was boiling

t h{_: t.iH'r_.!-’H

. | Ipsies caught
s, and hghting it at the .
, Aung |

up a

! fire where
e reeds g]] in a

blaze 1
: i - l.lt{'}
ﬁlghtn:-nmi him

that he

face, which so

turned
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loud roar, and bounding across the plain

<wiftness, was out of sight i a very few

off with a

with great

' trees. The donkeys seemed to k

(1

minutes. d
The next day they left the wooded country an

entered on the desert. They travelled all day without
reature or a living plant. It was one vast
the only sign they saw of any living
was the skeletons

seeing a living ¢
plain of dry sand, and
thing having ever been there before, :
of camels and horses, and once or twice, the
of human beings lying half-buried in the sand: They
pressed on with all speed, for they knew that 1t was lz
long way to the nearest well, and th:.vtt unless they r:u:}ul
reach it, they must perish with thirst. They were a;
ready suffering very much from drought, and theliﬂ
donkeys were almost exhausted, when t‘hey saw a C m}g
of palm-trees at a distance, and the gipsy woman

' he well was under those
s to cheer up, for t +
- now it, for they pricked

and to quicken

time to reach

skeletons

and began to bray

Lem, however, a long
ere they were all,

and could barely
that reached

up their long ears
their pace. It took tl
: he time they got th

beast, quite exhausted,

The first gipsy
o was not a drop of water

up. They were all

the trees, and by 1

both man and

drag themselves to the well.

i t ther
o J eagerly in, bu |
Hipa |l was dried

to be seen—the we

bttp://fdarwih= ol n g o f ]
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struck with despair, for they knew i

well within many miles, g ) * Va8 no othep

palm-trees, she ne of the

and begged them to fly
e {fmd try whether they could find
» , poor princess would perish with thipst
The daws flew different ways, and after '
back and told the :

| flew to them,
about in al] directions,

some time came
parrot they coul

d a
but they had been fo not find any water,

rtunate enough to find
Wi = Y " "
iter lll';lﬂllﬂ £ rmwmti F1n a vall

The parrot told the prince

under g tree, to rise g

a number of
ey not far off

self 58, who was lying by her-

nd follow the daws, who
ater-melons,

were t :
| too much exhausted, and toq much ta
their own er]
su '
ﬁermga to

ments. s .
nts, so nobody tried to stop her. She had £ha
eatest dj . : : :

i‘}t - 1r,11.ﬂi culty in -:lmggz ng herself along th rough the

Sand, but at last ghe reached the water-melons. and

selzing the fy

o st HhE saw

St » 8oom :
with its refreshing Juice Anenched hor ithig

birds, and the, bei . She gave some to the three
b DEINg quite refresheg and sty

_ er

f the me

_ well,. The
delighted at the sight of the

showed her the W
" ﬂ-:f tu t-he W Il'l-h i -
e gipsies
ken u p with
Pay any attention to her move-

she gathered two more

1igthened,
back with them to the

lons, ang hastened

S'PSY Woman was so
mel

-

ons, that she Elﬁﬁpwl_?arwin Onlin

1
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G [

The two melons were divided amongst the
en the princess showed them all

the litt
with kisses. i
ildre th
ther children, an | : +
ﬂ 1 ay to the water-melons, donkeys, dogs, and all;
i feast they all had, for the ground was
cered with them, The poor dogs had suffered most
0 - . |
{:" thirst, and it was a strange sight to see t].mm
i , the melons that were given
ched by the side of the melons
meal of them,

and a delightful

lapping up the juice crif
them. The camp was pit
and next morning, after another lr.le:trty N
they set off on their march, taking care tuulzdmrr}fl
donkeys with as many melons as they co

for fear they should find the well dry at t]u:j- nex; sdti::gll:
which, however, was not the case ; and they t:‘;']?s ik
remainder of the desert without furifher di t;]; l_‘;'ttle
adventure. They were all doubly k;Imil .tﬂ L 5
that she had saved their lives, an

r that she would restore her to

ipsy woman told he ¢ lot
gIP i g i o ol but that her husbaﬂd would no
liberty 1t she € ’ «T will take care that

her. “But do not fear,” she said, .

: 11l bring
d mistress, who w1

. 11 -nl ¥ hE Eﬂld t'D a gﬂﬂ i er

you shall only ke you happy: A few days aft

; d
they came 11 sight of the towers an
4 tv of Lahore. They encamped
: the city, and the

princess, now

you up well and

this conversation, :
he great ¢

: ft
minarets O from the gate of

B (http: ffdﬁf*ﬁigPMﬂllj!ﬂté F%Trg. e
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rI| r B [] l’

Z1psy woman havi '
i an having mixed with
]:P- r which she took out of g
'l | 'I 3
princess with it, and her skj
skin

it w . bees
Was {1} ed brﬂW]], came as

The next :
- morning the o
cess i W S gipsy woma :
ito the city with the ki n took the prin-
! er

goin
. g through a great many stre
zaar where was the slave e

arm, ﬂﬂd f:iaftﬂ T

e
: . ts, they reached a
s1ttl -marke
Dg on the ground, all d t. The slaves were
man with : i : ound a |
a white bear : arge hall ;
o oxrpit : e beard sat in the middlﬂ f ; an old
t, smoking a pi @ of the h:
titahe of .H,lei a pipe, and he had bef all on
il - = L0 .
the gips 't-books and pens and j il
ay =8 ( .
TIPRY  woman thllght, the - ink. Tg him,
rincess
F

whispering
: B il Fﬁ\'i.-' ‘I,l,.'.-_.rd . = ani
5 to hin d after
1, sha t
ool
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were seated several little
k, under the care

looking old womarm, who grmnhled a
the princess bringing her parrot with
her; but the gipsy woman told her they were to be sold
1d.pmmi5iug to come for her 1n the evening
left her in charge of the old

H]-L‘ ﬂ{' thﬁ haﬂ, Wllﬂrﬂ

e white and some blac

of a Very Cross-
gum’l deal aboutb

together, a1
:f she was not sold, she

wornal.
The little princess folt both fear and sorTOW at being

left in the hands of strangers, and she sat on the ground
amongst the other slave children as much out of sight
as she could ; she hugged her parrot in her arms, and
kept her hidden ‘1 the bosom of her little gown, for fear
<he should be taken from her. Several persons who
came to buy slaves looked at her, and asked her price
of the old man who managed the sales, but the price he
mentioned was 100 high for them. At last, a lady with

a very forbidding countenance came by, and after

looking at her, went 10 the old man to ask ber price.
Ing this,

The old woman who had charge of her, on seel
said, “1 hope that lady will ot buy you, for she is the
mistress, and the most cruel woman in all the city-
at she drove a poor little negro
by her ;11 usage, that in
of her house,

worst
It iz only last week th
&espemtinn,

slave girl t0 such
the walls of the court

trying to escape over

(http://darwin-online. ocrg.uk/)
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SIIL‘ flll L
: . 3y the ground and was ki
ittle princess, s

: pray do not ] “Oh,”
will "o s et m
til not,” said the old worman ‘{E e sold to h

the old man can sel] vou

sald the

. er.”
- {_[

if I can help it . but

Sﬂ-]d [he . If llﬂ PI'[“‘EH "y
princess, “dc .. -
, a0 not let me be sold IEa.st,
L= “r

gipsy woman knowing ;
. S :
lives of all her

- itho

for . 1thout the
family, and II saved her ]if&, and the
that hor id 3 am sure sh -

ITid woman have me.” e will not Jet

it Now the parrot heard

, and putti
cess’s g putting her head out from und
8 oW g e -
n, she whispered in her : r the prin-
- E‘-ﬂr} 1 W

fete b e '
l_"t‘.-h thi__ g‘]_l’js}? “rrﬂﬂ'l.'-_]]] ;?J lll gﬂ ﬂ-“d

tl.]ﬂ dﬂ{}[ o ﬂll{i f']hﬁ ﬂl:.""l.'l,.' ‘;t-r &
1 1 P k. okl
ce ov

1:1.11 she came to the gate
city; a little w |

v er the houses,
1ere they had entered the

ay outside '
e of this gate she found the

gi I.}-l!iit"'ﬂ enc I} T t -I-
aIm i 1
s Ed, f.'-l-ﬂ[-_l ﬂ‘,-"ln‘ L] ]"Iﬂ l'tl" F W

alighted
”fzer . on t..he ground at her feet. and tak; h
OwW ; . B aK1in
% qhu;} “111 in her bill, gave a pull at it, and ti t ‘:}hem
B en gl g
and makir f}“i the ground towards the gate chﬂtt Eg&n
1 : , chat
o Hhm]gl‘da sorts of signs with her head o
G f{}”{}'w lll.':t‘_ Tl]{-} . that the
i d, &n:l followed her tan,yli F:;f R
arrot ke - ) e ci
i ept flying before her and ] city ga.t.e, and
ught her all the way to the 'tlml perching till
: gate of the bazaar

Just as th
ey got the
coming out }u;gl[lin:l;;e they met the illlockine Jad
s Ae Priﬂﬁesq h g‘ EI,}F
§ by the
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crying bitterly ; and there was a crowd of people about
of the bazaar, crying shame On the lady, and

the gate
d all sorts of names, and

calling her
saying it was
for she would kill her a
ess 8AW

q murderess an
. shame she should have the little girl,

s she had so many other slaves.
the gipsy woman she made

o sudden spring, and escaping from the grasp of the ill-
y, she threw herself into the arms of the
to let her be sold to that
and assured

As goon a8 the princ

looking lad
d begged her not
The gipsy Was moved,
e sold to her; but the 1ll-
1d to me already; I have
And she drew a

pin her hand,

gipsy, an
dreadful woman.
the princess she should not b
looking lady said, “She 18 80

paid for her, and here is the receipt.”

bit of paper from her bosom, and held it u
when the parrot, flying suddenly over the heads of the
the paper from her hand, and flew away

.d hid it at the top of a mosque
| then flying back again, perched
f the bazaar, where she

| that took place. By this time the dis-

great that the cadi, or judge who
f it, and came to the bazaar

hat was the matter, and to

one thing, and some

crowd, snatched
with it out of sight, a1
close by the bazaar, ant

quietly on the top of the gate 0

could see al
turbance was S0
lived near at hand, heard ©
with all his men to €€ W

keep the peace. Some eried

another; the i1-looking lady declared she

arm, whorwas, -
8in online! (http://darwin-online.org.uks)
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the little girl, and the gipsy wom

not sold her, and the
to le

an declgp
people cried oyt
t that vile murderess have her
them ) | |

all to be brought before
looking lady,

. éd ghe haq

r 1t wag 5 shame

The cadj ordered

him, and said

‘ ; 1d to the {]).

If you have bought the little girl, she

‘ " , Show

me the receipt.” She declared that the receipt had
: 1a¢

= ! E | . A Th( E‘ £l Pa-]"l'ﬂt B_Eld 1 1

awray 6 ' 1
away. “I don’t believe that,” said the ead;
AL ¥

you produce the receipt, I

to the gipsy woman,”

“and unless
shall give up the little girl
| It was in vain that the ill-look-
ing lady repeated what she had said ; those who had
not seen the parrot declared it was not true ; and those
who had, would not say anything about it, so the prin-
¢es8 Was restored to the gipsy woman, and the ill-look-
g lady went away looking worse and more dreadful
than ever, for she had lost her vietim and her money

too. The judgment of the cadi was given

| in the street,
under the window

s of his own house ;

and the princess
Was no sooner delivered to the

e gipsy, than a black slave
came to her, and told her the cadi's wife wanted to

speak to her; she followed the slave, le
cess by the hand into the cady’
brought to the cadi’s wife,

ading the prin-
s house, and they were

= who was sil.tiug In & room
Wi i cl L f ) .
th a balcony over the door of the house, with her

hittle danghter by her side, who was about the sam
e E ﬂ.l :'.E [
éar‘iﬁj’l
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ss, and who, having seen what had passed
| being much taken with the appear-
ss, had begged her mother to buy her.
the cadi’'s wife offered the

as the prince
the strect, and
prince

1n

15 was 8 managed ;
This was s00n sy | . 1 ¢
a handsome price, and the princess was

the looks of the cadi’s little
r, that she begged the gipsy
ch was accordingly done;

EiPH}" Wwonan
«o much pleased with
daughter, and of her mothe

an to sell her to them, whi

Wwom . e
nd the gipsy departed with her money, taking leave 0
: > as in good hands and

, princess, and telling her she w:
i::u%:; lead a happy life. After she was gone, thctt.-m::
little girls came Into the balcony to look :at thelai;p::rt;zi
crowd, and the parrot, which was Tltz?:;iﬂi ﬂ; a:.r. -

oate ;
- 54 I::{::F:hl&:;:;;:;ﬂnsthe balcony, and flying
» The cadi's daughter
ained to

pcrm}iw:d her i
n her shoulder.

d, but the prince
arrot, and begged to

to her, perched ©
was much surprise
her all about the P
keep her, which was 1mme )
little girls became much utf:ali;mi
a very happy life ll';ﬂgit:f; : ;;]mﬂﬁ together, an d sleep-
and playing and taking b

{ oh
the same room ; for thoug

, cadi’s daughter; -
bf 0.8 .d before many days

gs soon expl
be allowed to

diately granted. The two

ed to each other, and led

po the same |essuns,
=

{he princess Was

e : ed
ing 1n she was treat

really the slave

. " . ‘11
. her sister; ©

¢ he had het

¢ as if sh

jus

n Online (httprfidarwib—enline. org. ukl] .
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the princess had told her

all her stopv
; ,and
her into the secret, . :

ad even ]y
g. One €Vening
the princess, « My I::'lﬂ:au-I
grandfather know ‘F.rhen;
| anxious about you, and to-
‘ will send the two daws, who roost
every night on the minaret of the neighbouring mosque
to give him intelligence of what has happen:d to quu’
and to learn what are his wishes concerning you,” }f;?h;

princess gave her consent, and early the next morning
she wrote a letter to her grandfather,

of the magic rin
after supper, the Parrot said to

I think we had better let your
you are; he must be very

morrow morning I

and gave it to the
parrot, who carried it to the daws, and desired them to

lose no time in taking it to the old hermit

at the source
of the Ganges, and

r n bringing back an answer.
‘ T'he old hermit had begun to be very uneasy about
his grand-daughter, when one evening the two daws

made their appearance with the princess’s letter; and

the old hermit, after having read it, wrote an answer,
and delivered

it to the daws, who, having stayed one
day at u

the hermitage, to rest from thejr Journey, flew
back again to Lahore, and carried the hermit’s letter

straight to the apartment of the two little girls,
This was the Hermit's letter:—

(13 =
To my dear Grandchild, whom T have never seen
r

but whom I love for her poor mother's sake —T am

Darwin Online
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L best
rtﬂulﬁi-‘l tfrh y and 1D good hands. ?Erhapﬂ thjﬂ s
you 111: I;i? 1 that you should remain where ¥
thing 10T :

but if anything happens 10

riend ;
with your youHs i : counsel or

his, and you are . . =
. what your faithful parrot can gl

. . affectionate
o vour affecti
[_l agﬁ.}ﬂ t F

again 10 want of

assistance, bey ond

: : sen
you, do not forget 1o

grandfather. =

The two little girls
together, and became m e
1tir;:r The cadi and his wife were made a,r_'qumte
il and treated her with the
but they told the two

continued to live very happily

ore and more attached to each

with the princess's rank,

<t kindness and respect;
?:LTIIS;HZ to keep all the circumstances a close sﬂcret;
for fear the wicked queen of Cashmere should hear o
her and renew her persecutions; and it was agreed
that she should continue to go by her slave name
Shereen. One day, as they were sitting at their work
in the room of the mother of Zuleika, (for that was the
name of the princess’s friend,) the cadi came home from
attending the king’s court, and looked very grave and
melancholy, His wife asked him what was the matter,
and be said there was very bad mews from Cashmere.
It was reported that the king had suddenly died, and
that the queen had proclaimed her little boy king, and

4
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had arec : in  hj
declared herself regent in his name,

The litt]e
and grieved tq hear of
of the room to COMCes]

princess was very much shocked
her father's death, and ran out
her trouble, and Zuleika followed to console

her, A f,
_ 1 | , ew
days afterwards, as the cadi’s w

° ar ife and the twe little
girls were sitting at the window, they saw a great crowd

coming along the street, and when it came near, they
perceived a grand procession of men in splendid dresses
with horses and camels, and in the midst of them, on aj
camel covered with embroidery, rode the ugly negro,
Baboof, all over jewels and finery, and earrying in his
hand a letter, wrapped in cloth of gold. The princess
was much alarmed at the sight of him, and hid herself
till the procession had passed. When the cadi came
home from court, he looked graver and sadder than
before ; and being asked by his wife what the procession
was, he told her it was an embassy from the queen of

Cashmere, who had sent a most insolent letter to the

- rT 4 . * - L " - o
king of Lahore, lemlng tribute from him, and, in case

' likewise, that the
king was very angry, and had torn the queen’s letter,
and thrown it on

of refus : ' & sai
usal, threatening war, He said,

the ground, and had ordered the

embassy to depart, and that pPreparations were making
on every side for war,

The cadi’s wife often sat with the two little girls at

N 51
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¢ marching through the

atching the troop
watching P&rmt Was gencrall}'

in the army; and the
hough she was Imi_; 80 }unlx e
 1een. she was very fond of looking at the 80 _th,
% hLE]LIl{; ruffle up her feathers, and scream Wi
Eig‘::ﬂ;t the noise of the drums and eymbals. One

dav. long after the departure of the last of :ll;lz: trzcri]s;
ﬂ,s}ij;hev <at looking up the en:fpt}' stm—:-eti,l,d hmrE}pﬂﬂm"3
said, ir: a melancholy voice, “Iﬁmsh :e ::: o o
o Ul}m?l::i 1.::::111:]:E:E‘l'j:iv'hvfigh.t-:a'ﬂ'm.g up, she
ts foract the daws | they will
auad away she flew to find
o follow the army, and

the window,

streets to JO

ng as she
of the party, for t

¥
in our defence.
cried, “How foolish of me to

N 1]
bring us news without fail ;

off t :
the daws, and sent oo On the third evening

bring back news of toe. WA ; he window, worl
after this, the two daws Bcw o =8 Ele - had taken
out with fatigue and alarm ; as S00% E-LE e ave them,
a little food and water “f:ic;l ;lzfn-f;jﬂjgiﬂt battle

, her that they ha _ d
i:?.q;::ldthe two armies, thab th.e king n;isha::‘; ::d
been completely defeated, and his army d15pe

. h for
o was in full mart
the army of the quee rincess
Tﬂiﬂre and would arrive the next day: T::Epiﬂ the
g atf;d all this to the cadi’s wife, who her husband
repe of and alarm and who sent for
greatest griet an | i

Darwin Onling (http://darwin-online.org.uk/).
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from the
court, and told h;j
oy d him whg
. at 1t was by magic that she :
ut she could not tel]] him |

her and t]mught she h

i she hag heard and
Was acquainted ity ;
it,

Tﬂﬂrﬂ At ﬁ]_"a;
st he dishel;
ad dreamt disbelieved

alarmec 7
1 she was, and knowine
g that

ood
o woman, he was convinced

i L]

t, but seeing hoyw
s ’ 1

he was g wise and

t’ r

best to be d
0 1:
nicht ne. He did not come h :
ght, when he told his w ome till late at

. 1
resolved, if the news tfe that the council had

I.l} h(.l- -|:|:I'[1'! : : f'—: I:"I'IHEEEE f‘]lld Ea-‘d
].E ['luE{'[l’ EI.I F ] :I 1
-I = D t E
t.. .I: ; | [-] t Irem ri'['"
t'll]].j..le 1 [ i i 1 P
I = J . i 1
- ] :'.
I]']'-I.].Ed 1 L E:' rl'.. ] : I
- :.ir 4, E:, E:'.-n ¥ ! f 1 L | | |

the terms of
. peace which were
: > offered b
y the enemy.

-'.”.1]:“:]'. H.l i L
[ L= ll:' t' & HEJ iL 1.1[.]. thE ':

returr
1ed, and told them that the enemy 1d
would grant

h -m = & s
Ej,ﬂrl- = i f] r} rihll
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ed, the sum demanded

be raised by a general
jewels, and other

pavy Tansom. Inde
hat 1t could only
contribution of all the gold, silver,
valuables, ‘neluding horses and slaves, to be fenvidiin
the city. «We shall be reduced to pm'ert}*," said the

«phut we shall save oul lives, and the enemy will
» «(Qh, then, Shereen need not

and & very h

g 80 gl‘ﬂﬂt, t

Wk

ecadi,
Jeave the city In peace.’
be sent away,” cried Zuleika, “for she will be quite safe

The cadi looked very sorrowful, and shook his
all the neighbours knew that his
for a slave at a high price,
the first to be demanded m
that the house would be
ouse in the city, for
that they could

here.”
head, and said that

wife had bought Shereen
and she would be one of

payment, of the ransom;

searched, as well as every other h

valuables that might be concealed, 0
not hide her in the house; and that there was no place
send her to oub of the city, which was
enemy’s soldiers. Having said this,
them all in greater grief
who had listened to

her perch on to the

of safety to
surrounded by the

the cadi went out, leaving

than before. But the old parrof,
roImn

all that passed, stepped down f

princess's shoulder, and kissing her, bid her not cIys for

she knew a safe place to hide her In. The two daws,
the back of the

she said, lived 1o a ruined mosque, near
left, at the

garden. This mosque had only one minaret

(http://darwin-online. org.uk/)
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top of which was g little chamher
i

: Where ghe
vy f, . ! W
(quite :-wllu; bui_. of t]”_. Efﬂil‘.'-_-'. W uld bE

hich led to it, the loway

only way to get up intg

“If our friends ” gq:
il 8, said th
parrot, “will make a ladder of ’

of which I sece

half had fallen down, and the
it would be by a ladder,

some of the silken cords

plenty amongst the furniture of this
place, the two daws will fly with it to the top of the

minaret, and I can fasten one end to the bottom of the

remaming stairs, and let the other end down to you ;

but the ladder must be made as light as possible, or the
daws will not be able to carry it.,” The princess
repeated all this to the cadi’s wife, and all three
immediately set to work to make the rope ladder. The
parrot took a little ball of twine in her claws, and flew
up to the lowest of the remaining stairs of the minaret,

and letting the ball fall down, while she held the end of

the twine above, it unrolled as it fell. She then flew

down after it, and picking it up, flew with it to the
princess, and showed her how much was unrolled, and
that gave them the length necessary for the rope
ladder. Zuleika sat in the window looking down the
street, to give notice if the officers of the king should
make their appearance to search the house: but they
had many houses to search first, and by the time it

grew dusk in the evening, the cadi's wife ﬂ.nc]!J the.
AWl

) 5d
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made a ladder of silk-cord, long enough

: d : 8
I“,]HGGES ha he -I}'['"]E'DEE!H- Wnghtl.

el ~ to bear t

1 fficiently strong oy :

o it was dark the cadi’s wife and the two
1t Wi 3 ;

the parrot secretly into the garden,

g in which the
_ oking the ground

.rrace overlooking

and to a te

ood, which was very near the gm-di:n-
| the garden, by which

an
As soon as
] iris LS '] ‘i"l'lith
little gu\h went

ruined mosque St

: 1 a ladder 1n .
wall. _['hEF found a .——the Pm'n}t having

tside
eached the round ou
e inged from the daws, who were Of .

As spon as they were under

{: L

ranped round a small stick, t0 the two daws,
Ehellia?d ‘:-1112?5 :1} fly up with it. Em:.h of then:; tnu}f. ]:11:
e « & in its claws, and tried to fly up; :
oy Et};; ord was 80 fine that the ladder rt?ade
e theils:nu:{.ﬂe. .+ was too heavy for the poor birds,
a very sma ,

] r o, ] L] | T

, ach a clumsy
it tried to help ¢hem, but she ﬁa; Em&d@ s
Pf_trru A ot in their Way an e
i mTh were all 1D despalrl, and Wﬂd J f‘rightﬁll

e ; =

b -F'hr:: carden, when vhe; hEM- up, they
to return to thé 5% heads, and on looking UP: d
- "1t of the sky, & 1arge PIf
there. 1t was an

3 {11 3 d

previnusl},f aacerta
watch, that all was safe.

could see, agaln=

top of the T,
i the; -::rzrl «The talisman ! e
enormot: i

Online E%ttp:ffdarwin—ﬁnline.Grg.ukfj.
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the par
YATTOt—* orjv
_ Parrot—* give me the tali
rmg from the npri ¢ talisman !” and sn
= 1& Dr e . : CIE: I
princess, she flew up and t atching the
’ and touched
astonis Y ed the ow
ushment. The old parrot tl "
TOL then
1

]{ﬂ

the ro e | :
min: ; mjhlur and carry it up to tl
aret, which he did, and th 0 WS ap R
, hen,

with it, to his great

].": _ : hi qul &

commands fi ~
. or i T
. 1 ?t]lﬂ‘ ¢ -ﬁiq]]]e’u sald t-llﬂ aArT e
ep watch in this ruin at ni PAHTOR ot
any 'ill-LH;E’;E_rl' appre hag - ﬂlght‘ and give notice 1f
The p = | proaches ;" and so the owl was dismissed
s parrot then 8 dismisse
managed | i
: red to carry the
the ren - o v the rope ladder dow
malning stai : adder aown
round ] g stairs, and twisted one end of it firml
d an old nail i 1t hrmm
]till 111 tl]f‘ . . :FT
» wall of the stai
the other , - 1e stalrcase d
er end fi : se, and let
ul”-l } 'l..l..l. dlr'ﬁ-‘,.-]'l tﬂ' T]:].E.': grﬂullfl FIH][E I'}li
and her two friends w : INCess
o : ends were standing below, and having
- AVe 0 E—“i.i:‘]:l i 3 ' i . 3 i
: sther witl : =
- 1 many kiss
a""l}.]_f_‘ .i-j'w-:r:rrtl 2 # ) 185C5 -Ei-l'il'_-i t, -
gan to l"llj:]ﬂ_]. the - ¥ 2ars,
k 12 ladder :
e v as 5
safe at th ; and as soon as she w
a : ‘ - vas
o : tui’i, she ]‘Hlllmi 1T up after her Lt
ends returned 1, anG Dbel
>d to the hous :
w -«.t} o T r N i
her three birds in | , leaving the princess with
s 1er new r'.'t]'lf“{' s
see what sort . ; reat. She could not
in a cloak of a place it was, but wrapped herself
a cloak she hi _ ’ '} hersell up
- 1e had ljx‘i.ullf__{ht,, and soon fell fast asl I
1@ Princes P ash aslecy.
it | : ess was awakened 1_].7,; S l :
JAAT0NEn a RO v RIS 2Nninino 1m
gh a doorway in the wall, and found herself ;
erself 1n a

o .-I T-.I.
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means of the doorway ; and on

ery outside by
‘1 the stone floor, was an opening communi-
and through which she had come
into the gallery, for fear

the gall
one side,
cating with the stairs,
up. She was afraid to go out
con—for the cadi's wife and the parrot had
sccount to run any risk of being seen.
earch of food, and the parrot,
s had breakfasted on

of belng 8
Ehﬂ-t'gl,‘ﬁ] her on no
The daws were gone n 8

q3 S00N A8 <he and the princes
she had brought with her, flew down

some Provisions
how things were going on.

:nto the garden to hear
She found the place in a great commotion. The king's
officers were in the house, searching for valuables. The

cadi produced all his gold, silver, and jewels, and what-
His horses were brought from

the stables, and all the slaves Were mustered 1o the
that the officers might choose those thab were
Having chosen cuch as they thought
going away; when a slave-girl,
taken, cried out to

ever else was of value.

courk,
worth seizing.
worth taking, they were

who was amongst those that were

here is another slave-g

the house, who th more than all
avourite, and

but she iq the 1
vhat her name

«hecause she always
" gaid she,

vl somewhere 1
of us put to-
they have hid
was. “We

T i b
the officers—' ;|
18 Wor

gether .
her.” The officers asked ©
call her the parrob airl,” said she,
has a nasty old parrot with her: there it 18,

(httpfidarwin=-onl ine. org- k]
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pointing to the parrot,
parrot girl is not far off”
the slave gir] so spiteful.

“I have such a

‘and  you may be gyre the
It was Jealousy that made

The cadi saj
sald to the o
slave, but wh ' e
. » but where she is T do
my house is open to you, se I
, t was

true he did not know where she was: all his wi

told him was, that the : ok
place, and he did not wish
be clear of blame,
vain ;

not know ;
arch everywhere,”

princess had gone to g safe
to hear more, that he might
The officers searched everywhere in
at last they said they supposed she had run
a,wa.l}*, and would probably be caught before lone : 80
taking their spoil with them they d.eparted, leavi:g' Il;hﬁ
hrf-uan stripped of all its most valuable furniture, and
with only a few old slaves not worth takine awa | As
smlznu as they were gone, Zuleika ran to herﬂmﬂthnfll and
aax‘d, “Oh mamma! Shereen may come back n::nw 15
j:hﬂf " said her mother, “she is mueh safer where she i;‘
1t will not be safe to bring her back till the Euem}f’.*::

army 1s gone.” Zuleika wag very sorry to hear this
but she begged her mother to Jet !

: her g o
princess at go and visit the

night, to which she at last consented, if
there should be no dppearance of danger ”'D]; i j id
Zuleika, “those dear birds will watch. so t.h:-],t W e

be surprised.” She then sent hy t]':ﬂ o

the princess, promising to

to come and see her as soon

Darwin Online
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s it was dark, and to bring some provisions with

her. | :
| Nearly all day the princess sab in her little chamber,

' ' ing, and some-
cometimes talking to the parrot, or working,

g a book she had brought with her. At
stone in the chamber wall,

and pushing against it with her hand, it gave way Hﬂ:
fell out, leaving a square hole in the waIi,.’thmug

which she could look into the garden of the ¢.ad1s house.
As soon as she found this out she was deifghted, and
<he found that through this hole she
of the room In which she and
emed very long before
ot last it grew dark, and the parrot

daws and the great owl to watch on
he garden to fetch

terrace with her
" gaid her mother;
tly, and when it 18

d her to call you.”
spon under

times readin
last she perceived a loose

still more when
could see the window
Zuleika used to sleep. It se
night came, but
having set the two
different sides of the ruin, flew to t
Zuleika, who was waiting on the

«T will wait for you here,

mother,
i t back to me preset
e way I will sen

come 4
you to il i e P
om the parrot the rope-

limbed up, carrying
of provisions. The
arms, and after

time for

Zuleika then went do |
pon & signal fr

the: mink® | red, and Zuleika ¢

ladder was lowe
with her a basket |
two little girls flew 1m

(http://darwin-online.org. uks).
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some little tin
1me the bask
asket was o
pened,

dow 3
own to supper, and an exce

they had nei

Yy bad ne .

e either of them been able to

( 1nk 1 at .

rl" . lI];_: of ﬂll;!' F]Eaﬂllr'ﬂ of 1T . S ﬂ-n}?' dlﬂﬂﬂr:‘
h'--'l l]:.ll'l'{}t. ﬂﬂ W bﬁ-Ul{ to lcﬂt“-jg

1 r

that evening,

t}]e I'I 1 ]

3

t]llﬂt L e 1
she mlght see her and make qig | @ B}T
and bv the parrot ; Pauas b
" rt.d r- l}h_i.ll'ﬂf. came }_mf:]{, and =aid it was time to
’ i 5 L ! l
g nd Zu le.j,, after many kisses ;
i ses, returned as she
Tl]{' i
: TaAnsom el
e of the flt}' Was 80 lar;ﬁ'e that 1t took a
g {.1 L / ' Q / 1
tried t J ya to collect 11; for many o tl 1t1zen
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girl, who brought them straight to the foot of the
minaret. The ladder was then raised. and one .mf th(;
soldiers went up, but he found the chamber empty, and
no traces of the princess except a few articles nf'.furui-
ture with which Zuleika had supplied her, and the
fragments of her scarf, which appeared all torn to pieces,
and stained with blood in several places. This the man
brought down with him, and after searching all the
ruins in vain, they returned to the keeper of the slaves,
who was greatly enraged, and ordered the spiteful slave
to be beaten on the soles of her feet for deceiving him ;
but she eried out that she had not decejved him, and
said that if the cadi’s house was searched again, the
parrot-girl would be sure to be found, as she could not
have had time to go far, and would certainly take refuge
there in whatever manner she had escaped. While
this was going on, the king himself came to the slave
prison, to see how many had been collected,
what was the matter, the keey
happened,

and asking

er told him all that had
The king was very angry when he heard
that the cadi'’s slave

had been concealed, and swore that
nnl

ess she was found his own daughter Zuleika should

be seized in her place; and he immm]iat-el}? SEnE i

. and a number of soldiers to search
for the princess, and if they could not find her they

officer of his guard
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ut no princess could they
were much alarmed,

she was carr
through the court
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the punishment 1‘11-31‘
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Zuleika's window. At first she was frichtened ‘
moment she perceived it was the rrr:at {:rwﬂl o
Egrf‘hed amongst some 1ivy mltsid: and W'::rl};ﬂkx?rm
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<l EUEL;{ t ;dﬂ.ho The owl could not untie the
s .har. und her: but with his strong,
pos 8 ﬂ;‘l] ﬂ!aww:s he tore them off, and in so
e ﬂ1::t tm}p sh:ghtl}' wounding the princess,
o, hﬂ]ds ains of -1]1{]{][1 on the pieces of scarf
o W, : 1u_l' who climbed up in search of her.
N as she free, than she looked round fo

eans of escape, but there was noune (the Iadderrljz;]:
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ould have carried her down to the
. “Wait a moment, fair princess,
ife, who is taking her morning’s
close by, and I think we two

together can give you support enough with our wings
to bring you safely to the ground.” Then going out to
the balcony he screeched in his shrillest tones to his
wifo to come and help him, 411 all the ruins echoed:
and presently a great fernale owl came flitting to the
balcony, and said, «What ig the matter, my lord ? why
have you awakened me at this time of day?” The he-
owl then answered by pointing with his bill to the
talisman on the princesss finger, who had followed him

to the balcony, and ~ddressing her said, “There is 1o

time to be lost. Take grm hold of my legs with one

hand, and of my wife's legs with the other, and throw
yourself boldly from the balcony upon that leafy bush
below ; we can support you with our wings enough to
preak your fall” No sooner said than done. The
princess grasped the legs of the friendly owls, and threw

herself from the balcony; down they went all three
g of wings, and the princess

of the bush without receiv-

ing any hurt at all, and letting g9 the legs of the owls
the ruin, while she serambled

they flew up again to o
ﬂ_-—

the air, or he W
gmund, o he replied
and I will call my W

sleep amongst the ruins

in

with a tremendous rushin
fell on the springy branches
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through the branches to the ground. As soon as she
was clear of the bush, she looked about to see which
way she had better go to escape the danger of pursuit,
when she caught sight of the soldiers, who were just
coming towards the ruin to take her. Fortunately,
they could not see her; and she immediately darted
away on the opposite side to that by which they were
coming, and keeping out of sight, she ran with all her
speed towards a little winding lane which she saw be-
fore her, with garden walls on each side of it. She had
run some way up this lane, when just as she came near
a door in the left-hand wall, it was slowly and cautious-
ly opened, and she had but just time to hide herself
behind a fig-tree which grew out of the wall, when she
saw a woman slave come out of the door, and after
looking up and down the lane, walk rapidly up it. As
soon as she was out of sight, the princess came from
behind the fig-tree, and as she passed the door, seeing
that it was not quite shut, she pushed it cautiously open
and peeped in, and seeing that within was a large
garden, closely planted, and that nobody was in sight,
she thought she should be safer if she could hide herself
there for the present, than if she went she knew not
where up the lane. So she went into the garden, and
leaving the door as she found 1it, she hastened to con-
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the nearest clump of trees. She had
«he heard the door shut, and
the same slave, who had just
proceed towards the house,
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hardly done S0, when
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Long and weary Was
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find some means 0
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ing the ruined mosque, she saw her friends
¥

called out to them, and asked whether th

ﬂllj’fhlllg Elf' '[il!!.'t l'IIH-l'l'L'J!.- or HIE two ({H-"I-"I-"ﬂ, - Eﬂﬂ ?
]
thE‘ D‘I-‘r'].

princess; and the owl, flying into the ruin, soon re-
appeared with the parrot fluttering after him. The
parrot flew into the princess’s bosom with an hysterical

scream, and said, “Oh, my dear child, have I found you

at last 7 I feared some terrible misfortune had happened
to you.” The princess then told her how she had
escaped, and that she was now going to try to get into
the cadi's garden, but the parrot mnterrupted her, and

told her of poor Zuleika's being seized for a slave in-

. the owls,
come flying over her head in the faint starlight, She
ey had seen
: said
, perching on a wall, “they are all three roosting
here in the ruin, and have been flying about all day

looking for you.” “Oh, bring me to them!” said the
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| of her. She Was overwhelmed with grief .at
o {his, and declared that she would go and give
e ;n save Zuleika; and in spite of all the
e 1:1}:11{1 say, she instantly set out to fulfil her
Fairj:tn;atiun, f{:uj she could not bear to think that she
(}112; brought such & calamity on Zuleikajnd her muf‘-:]:;
«\Well. my dear child,” said the ]’JaII.‘Ut-, if ;,*u;u are. -
on destroying yourself, at least, I will go Whl-t F?; ,t i
arst T will tell the daws to remain about t 1; r;llt;jem .
in case of need, we may know where to In

rin-
Having done this, the parrot nestled undfar ﬂ-::tft_he
cess’s cloak, and she left the ruin, and gmrfllg;he A
nearest street, went straight to the door ©

1 old
house and knocked loudly. Aftt:zr some tdm;:;{ :.;Whﬂ
lave put his head out of the wmi:':luw, and e
g «Tt is 1 Shereen,” gaid the princess, -
- thire'The old sliave opened the door, and by

] nt.
took her to the women's apartme

o3 ho, as soon 88
sika's purse;, W
d b}' Zulel
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she saw her had hapPE“Ed’ but 11 not
to tell her what B 1, but she she
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me 1in.
princess's desireé,

admitte
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the arms of the cadi’s wife, told her she was come to
give herself up, and to save her friend. The cadi’s wife
kissed her, and wept over her, but did not oppose her
design, for she knew it was the only way by which her
daughter could be restored to her. But now the poor
princess, not having eaten all day, and being quite ex-
hausted with all she had undergone, fell in a swoon on
the floor. The cadi’s wife had her put to bed, and as
soon as she came to herself, she begged for a little food,
which was given to her; and she then fell asleep and
did not awaken till broad daylight. As soon as she had
breakfasted, the cadi's wife took her to her husband,
who was informed of her noble behaviour, which he
praised very highly; and after taking a mournful and
pathetic leave of the cadi’s wife, he led her away by the
hand, and took her to the slave-prison. They were im-
mediately taken to the keeper, to whom the cadi was
relating the ohject of his visit, when they were inter-
rupted by the arrival of the vizier, who had come to
inspect the slaves. The keeper referred the cadi to the
vizier, who, when he had heard what he had to say—
being no friend of his—declared that it was impossible
to let Zuleika go, for there was so much difficulty in
raising the ransom for the city, that the king had given

him orders to seize and make slaves of any one he
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1 d

d lay his hands on, SO that both Zuleika aa::j -
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n g . .

A d. and threatened, and tore his beard with rage

‘ntreated, & R i

ight
ief He went stralg *
7 gti to the king that his daughter had been seized

slave ; but the king <aid there was no help for lllt,
Etlia nue:; must be raised, and that he would sell the
e m

cadi himself if any person wc}uld.buy 11.11::1. AR
The only comfort the two little girls e

isfortune was, that they were confined tuggthar {n 1e

gl 1l It 1.1-:5.5 a very small ove, with a little window

| : through.
enough for the parrot to go gw :
p&rmt went to learn the ne

from Zuleika to her
] ' to ca a, note .
o ﬂlh;:z: she c&rge back, she told the princess

eem
ould not raise money enough to red .
wo all the slaves WOU

that the enemy s
k to Cashmere,
greatesl;

plﬂine

same cel
in it just large
Through this window the
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ariny would then 1mme
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danger of the princess
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to help us if any help is possible; but he can do nothing
for us without the ring, for that gives command over
all the birds of the air, and it was with this ring that
the famous enchanter, Moozuffer, ruled over the birds,
and by their help worked so.many wonders.” The
princess gave the ring to the parrot, and she immediate-
ly flew with it to the ruin, and calling the daws, ordered
one of them to fly with all speed to the hermitage at
the source of the Ganges, and to give the hermit the
ring, and tell him all that had happened. She told the
other daw to keep in the neighbourhood of the camp,
and to fly after the army whenever it marched. Having
given these instructions to the daws, she returned to
the slave-prison,

Next morning the slaves were taken to the camp,
and delivered to the Cashmerian general, and the army
The
two little girls were carried together in a close litter,
and the parrot with them, but for want of the ring the

poor bird and her mistress were no longer able to con-

immediately marched on its return to Cashmere,

verse together, which was a great grief to them.,

In this way they travelled many days, till at length
they arrived within a day’s journey of Cashmere, Here
the army halted in a great plain, and the queen came
from the city, with all her court, to receive her vie-
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called out, in a loud voice :—*“(eneral ! faithful servant!
Murad ! look up, and behold your ancient master! I
know, that when others were faithless, and I was dnven
from my kingdom, you were faithful still, and that 1t
was to your absence alone that my defeat was owing;
nor did you take service under the usurper till after my
retirement. I call upon you now to obey your old
master, and to help him against the vile woman who
disgraces the throne.” At first, the general thought it
was a vision; but presently recognising the voice and
features of the old king, he drew his sword, and cried
out, with a loud voice —*Seldiers, our old king comes
back to us from heaven ; let those who are for me and
for the king hold up their hands!” The soldiers raised
o tremendous shout of “Long live the king!” and
brandished their weapons OVeT their heads. Baboof
{111it,ted the Princesﬁ; and hastily climbing up to his
place on the royal elephant, ordered the driver to
hasten with all speed to the city. The driver obeyed,
and the queen and Baboof would have escaped ; but
the geneml ordered some of his cavalry to pursue the

elephant, They soont came up with him; and the
archers, aiming at the driver, ordered him to stop, on
pain of being shot. He saw that he could not escape,

and stopped the elephant ; when Baboof, thinking to
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save his own life by turning against the queen, drayw
his scimitar, as he sat behind her, and cutting off hey
head, held it up in the sight of all the people, crying,
“Long live the king!” The cavalry brought the

elephant with the dead queen and Baboof back the

general, whom they found with the principal officers
doing homage to the old king, who had come down from
his wonderful flying seat, and was standing on the
ground. Baboof now descended from the elephant, and
laid the queen’s head at the feet of the old king; but,
instead of the thanks he hoped for, the king said—
“Wretch ! think not, by one crime, to blot out the
memory of another.” Then, turning to the soldiers, at
a sign from his hand, one of them struck off the head
of Baboof,

The king then turning to the crowd of slaves, cried
out, “Where is my dear grandchild ?” and the next
moment the princess threw herself at his feet. He took
her into his arms, and kissed her ; and was going to
take her with him on one of the elephants, when she
begged him to let Zuleika come with them. This was
granted ; and the old king, with the princess, and
Zuleika, proceeded at the head of the army to take
possession of his ancient capital. You may be sure that
the parrot was not left behind, but sat proudly on the
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bowing graciously to the shouting people
while the two daws flew joyously over-
ir old roosting-place in the palace

Pﬁncess's arm,

in the streets ;

he ‘
to resume t 22
hﬂﬂ{zl " and the flock of eagles, released from the
en ; . ; : l
i ' ejﬂew back to their home in the mountains
Service,

The first thing the princess did after her arrival at
e -

to
the palace was to beg her grandfather to send

101 ' ter, and had a hous
joy to rejoin their daughter i

them close to the royal palace, so thatdtheﬂ ::*ﬂf -

irls saw each other every day, and -passe m by s
filme together. Neither did the princess forge i
friend, the fisherman, who, at her reqtileslt, a:,l zja]ff:t&
ed by the old king captain of the royal pie

“ 5 t FRE=S.
|-* 1 E

(http://darwin-online.org.uk/).
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