





CHARLES DARWIN.

A PAPER CONTRIBUTED

TO THE TRANSACTIONS OF THE SHROPSHIRE

ARCHAOLOGICAL SOCIETY.

By EDWARD WOODALL.

*

LONDON:—TRUBNER AND Co.

SHREWSBURY:—ADNITT AND NAUNTON.

OSWESTRY:; -WoobpAaLL AND Co,




ILLUSTRATIONS.

Portralr, from a photograph by Captain Darwin ... Facing Title.

MR. Darwin's BirTE PrAcE ... 12

: SuREWSBURY ScHooL (where Mr. Darwin was educated) 16
LAGOON-ISLAND ... 32
Down House ... 37

i THE GREENHOUSE AT DowN ... so eRd) 1

Facsimine LETTER v 52 |
E J

P : |

|




EMEMBER his constancy in every act which
Bl was conformable to reason, and his evenness in
all things, and his piety, and the serenity of his
countenance, and his sweetness, and his disregard
of empty fame, and his efforts to understand things ;
and how he would never let anything pass without
having first most carefully examined it and clearly
understood it; and how he bore ‘with thoge who
blamed him unjustly without blaming them in return;
how he did nothing in a hurry ; and how he listened
not to calumnies, and how exact an examiner of
manners and actions he was; and not given to re-
proach people, nor timid, nor suspicious, nor a sophist ;
and how laborious and patient; and his firmness and
uniformity in his friendships; and how he tolerated
freedom of speech in those who opposed his opinions ;
and the pleasure that he had when any man showed
him anything better ; and how religious he was with-
out superstition. Imitate all this, that thou mayest
have as good a conscience, when thy last hour comes,

as he had.—Marcus Awrelius.

CHARLES DARWIN.

NEARLY a hundred years ago, Erasmus Darwin, who
was then living at Derby, brought his third'son, Robert
Waring, to Shrewsbury, and left him there with twenty
pounds in his pocket. = Another twenty pounds was
afterwards sent to the young doctor by his uncle, the
Rector of Elston, and with this capital he established
the large and lucrative practice which for more than
half a century made his portly figure and his yellow
chaise familiar to the inhabitants of three or four
counties.! It was in 1786, when he was twenty years
of age, that Robert Darwin settled at Shrewsbury.
His success was so rapid that he soon bought a piece of
land adjoining the Holyhead road, to the north-west of
the town, where he built himself& house in a charming
situation high above the Severn ; and to “The Mount,” in
1756, he brought his wife, Susannah, #he eldest daughter
of Josiah Wedgwood of Etruria. There, on the 12th
of February, 1809, Charles Robert Darwin was born,
the descendant of two families which show a remark-
able succession of talent in several generations. Mr.
Francis Galton, another grandson of Erasmus Darwin’s,
in his work on Hereditary Genius, mentions seven of
the doctor’s descendants who have distinguished them-
selves. He does not include himself, but Charles

! I am indebted to Charles Darwin’s ¢ Preliminary Notice” to-
Erasmus Dorwin by Ernst Krause for several of the facts mentioned
in this paper ; to the late Miss Meteyard’s Life of Josiak Wedgwood ;
and to the same lady’s Group of Englishmen, an account of the younger
Wedgwoods. Miss Meteyard was the daughter of M. Meteyard,
surgeon to the Shropshire Militia, and spent her early days in
Shrewsbury.
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2 CHARLES DARWIN.

Darwin says of him—¢“1 feel sure that Mr. Francis
Galton will be willing to attribute the remarkable
originality of his mind in a large part to inheritance from
his maternal grandfather.”

In an archzeological publication no excuse is needed
for beginning a paper on Darwin with some account of
his ancestry, but it is particularly interesting to observe
the circumstances and tendencies in both his father’s
and mother’s families which certainly had something to
do with the evolution of his genius and character. The
first of the Darwins of whom anything is known was
William, yeoman of the armoury of Greenwich in the
time of James I. and Charles L., and the owner of a
small estate at Cleatham in Lincolnshire. His son
William, a cavalry officer who suffered heavy loss as
a royalist, married the daughter of Erasmus Earle,
sergeant-at-law; and the wife of their eldest son,
another William, was heiress of Robert Waring of
Wilsford, Nottinghamshire ; from which unions Charles’s
father and grandfather derived their Christian names.

It was one of the two sons of William Darwin and
Miss Waring, Robert Darwin of Elston, father of
Erasmus, who, first of the family, as far as we know,
showed those scientific tastes which have made the
name illustrious. He was an early member of the
Spalding Club, and Stukeley, the antiquary, writing in
the Philosophical Transactions of Aprﬁ and May, 1719,

L If Mr. Galton had devoted a chapter to ¢ Inventors’ he must
have included the Wedgwoods. Thomas, Josiah Wedgwood’s youngest
son, the generous friend of Coleridge, was a man of rare intelligence,
and Miss Meteyard collects a good deal of evidence to show that he
was the inventor of the photograph, Amongst the writers of our own
day the name of Wedgwood survives; and another descendant was
Sir Henry Holland, the author and physician. His grandmother was
sister of Josiah Wedgwood, of whom he says—¢ This admirable man
was endeared to all around him in domestic and social life. Even as
a child I received kindnesses from him, which T gladly keep in remem-
brance. Through him I came into family connection with his eminent
grandson, Charles Darwin, a long and intimate friendship with whom
I have more pleasure in recording than any family tie.”’— Recollections
of Past Life,
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says he has an account from his friend Robert Darwin,
““ a person of curiosity,” of *‘ a human Sceleton impressed
in stone, found lately by®the Rector of Elston . . the
like whereof has not been observed before in this island,

- to my knowledge.” Robert Darwin had four sons, of

whom both the eldest and the youngest were authors
and botanical students. The former, Robert Waring of
Elston, published Principia Botanica, which reached
the honour of at least a third edition ; of the youngest,
Erasmus, who was born at Elston Hall, near Newark,
in Nottinghamshire, in December, 1731, Dr. Krause
says that “equally eminent as philanthropist, physician,
naturalist, philosopher, and poet, he is far less known
and valued by posterity than he deserves.” An
English critic of the present day would not write in this
way of Erasmus Darwin’s poetry, but the price given for
the second instalment of the Botanic Garden, a thousand
guineas, 1s sufficient proof of its remarkable popularity
at the time, and Horace Walpole declares that the
“ Triumph of Flora” contains the most sublime
passage In any author, or in any of the few languages
with which I am acquainted”! @ Canning’s parody
shattered Erasmus Darwin’s poetic reputation, and
now the ‘‘ happier lays ” which almost excited Cowper’s
envy would be completely forgotten if the writer had
not won a more enduring fame as a student of pature,
an original thinker, and a vigorous friend of humanity.
Yet, so unsuccessful was he in .convincing his con-
temporaries, that a writer in the second volume of the
Ednburgh Review says his “ reveries in science have
probably no other chance of being saved from oblivior ”
than that which they derive from their poetic form. In
some points he and his grandson, who has converted
these reveries in science into accepted truths, differed
greatly ; but it is impossible to study the lives of
Erasmus and Charles without being struck by the like-
ness between Dr. Darwin of Lichfield and his more
illustrious descendant. Erasmus, indeed, was the in-
tellectual father of Charles, and was in many ways an
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excellent man, but in the life of the grandson virtue as
well as genius seemed to reach almost their ripest de-
velopment.

Dr. Darwin’s first wife, Mary Howard, a charming
woman, with whom he lived in great happiness, died in
1770, leaving Robert Waring, then a child of four, and
two elder sons. In 1781 the doctor married the widow
of Colonel Chandos Pole, and in 1802 he died at Bread-
sall Priory, near Derby.! It was near the close of his
life, in 1794, that he published Zoonomia, which was
at once translated into German, French, and Italian,
and which excites fresh interest now, because, amidst
much that is fanciful and extravagant, it suggests the
theory of Evolution established by the researches and
experiments of his grandson. In 1809 the Zoonomia
was followed by Phytologia, or ““ The Philosophy of
Agriculture and Gardening ;” and the Temple of Nature,
a didactic poem, appeared the year after the writer’s
death. In all these works, as well as in the Botanic
Garden, the curious student finds many observations
shadowing forth the conclusions which have been
reached in a more scientific way by the author of the
Descent of Man. The ‘ expression of the emotions,”
the “variation of animals under domestication,” the
“fertilization of plants,” the ‘“origin of species,” the
“struggle for existence,” identified as they now are
with the name of Charles Darwin, all come within the
range of his grandfather’s speculations; and, summing
up his observations, he asks whether we may *con-
jecture that one and the same kind of living filaments
1s and has been the cause of all organic life.”

“A fool, Mr. Edgeworth, you know, is a man who

1 Of Dr. Darwin’s sons, Charles (by his first wife) was a medical
student of great promise, who died young ; and Francis (by his second
wife), a physician, shared the family taste for natural history. He
“travelled farin countries rarely visited, and kept a number of wild and
curious animals.” One of his sons, Captain Darwin, has published
the Gamekeeper’s Manual, which (says Charles Darwin) ¢ shows keen
observation and knowledge of the habits of various animals.”
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never tried an experiment in his life.” FErasmus
Darwin, who gave this definition of a fool, made many
experiments. He took a keen interest in mechanics, as
his grandson did, and one of his inventions, a horizontal

. windmill, was used by Wedgwood for grinding flints ;

but in most cases he scarcely went beyond sketches and
suggestions. So it is with his studies in biology and
natural history. Here, also, what he gives us is a
sketch or a suggestion, instead of facts built up on
many converging proofs. That was the work reserved
for his grandson, who could never have apologized, as
Erasmus did, for many 'conjectures not supported by
accurate investigation or conclusive experiments.” For
Charles Darwin was so far removed from his grand-
father’s definition of a fool, that he could spend thirty
years over a single experiment, and he waited to
present his theories to the world until they seemed to
be established by the accumulated results of observa-
tion and experience. The grandson fell upon happier
times, when men’s minds were more open to receive
new theories, but it required Charles Darwin’s peculiar
genius to convert the speculationgof Erasmus, and of
still earlier thinkers, into the foundations of scientific
knowledge.

Darwin speaks of his grandfather’s ‘“ prophetic saga-
city,” and the phrase is well applied. In many domains
of human activity he foresaw what has been since accom-
plished. It was years before thgﬁrst locomotive was
constructed when he wrote—

Soon shall thy arm, Unconquered Steam, afar,

Drag the slow barge or drive the rapid car ;
and in other fields besides that of science he was before
his time : which has been characteristic of the Darwins.
For many years he was a teetotaller, before teetotalism
was heard of in this country, and he is credited with
having diminished to a sensible extent the practice of
drinking amongst the gentry of the county. He ad-
vocated a more humane treatment of the insane; he
denounced slavery fifty years before it was abolished ;
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and his views on education and sanitary reform have
waited almost until our own time to be carried into
practice. =~ He was distinguished, not only by his
general benevolence, but by his considerate kindness
to his dependents, and on this subject Charles Darwin
tells a story which may be introduced here because it
has some local interest. Writing to his son at Shrews-
bury, with reference to a small debt, Erasmus asks him
to use the money in buying a goose pie, for which, it
seems, Shrewsbury was then famous, and to send it at
Christmas to an old woman at Birmingham ; ¢ for she,
as you may remember, was your nurse, which is the
greatest obligation, if well performed, that can be re-
ceived from an inferior.”

In Josiah Wedgwood (Charles Darwin’s maternal
grandfather), says Miss Meteyard, “ the ability of
generations culminated in genius; ” and it is a very
attractive picture which she draws of the great potter,
and his family, and friends, amongst the most intimate
of whom were the Darwins. The Wedgwoods, coming
from Weggewode, near Newcastle-under-Lyne, appear
to have settled in the neighbourhood of Burslem early
in the middle ages, and one of the family, named John,
“resided at Dunwood, near Leek, towards the close
of the fifteenth century.” In course of time the Wedg-
woods married and intermarried with the Burslems of
Burslem, and had many children; and the landed
property, at first considerable, was much divided, so

-that, towards the end of the seventeenth century,
several members of the family took up the trade of the
district and handed it down to their descendants.
Thomas Wedgwood the potter, born in 1687, married
the daughter of Mr. Stringer, a Dissenting minister,
who is supposed to have been connected with Shrop-
shire by birth or descent. He was ““a man of superior
attainments and high moral worth,” and his noble
character, as Miss Meteyard justly says, certainly did
not die with him. The youngest child of this marriage,
Josiah Wedgwood, was born at the Churchyard House,
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Burslem, in 1730, and became the grandfather of one
who only passed from amongst us a little more than
two years ago.

The large family of which Josiah Wedgwood was the
youngest were brought up by a mother of * unusual
quickness, sensibility, and kindness of heart,” and a
father who is described as * acute, kindly, independent,
patriotic.” While he was still young Josiah began to
learn the potter’s handicraft, and soon showed signs of
the talent that made his name famous. His patience
was the patience of genius, afterwards so conspicuous
in his grandson; to whom indeed the words which
Miss Meteyard uses of Josiah Wedgwood could be
applied exactly as they stand—‘ Patient, steadfast,
humble, simple, unconscious .of half his own greatness,
and yet by this very simplicity, patience, and stead-
fastness, displaying the high quality of his moral and
intellectual characteristics, even whilst insuring that
each step was in the right direction and firmly planted.”
Experiment after experiment would fail, but Wedg-
wood persevered until his end was accomplished, and
a fresh process of manufacture was discovered, or some
new thing of beauty was produced® " In January, 1764,
he married his distant cousin, Sarah Wedgwood, of
Spen Green in Cheshire, a woman beautiful both in
character and in outward form; and at their happy
home, the Brick House, Burslem, their eldest daughter,
Susannah, th®mother of Charles Darwin, was born at
the end of the year.

Six years afterwards Mr. Wedgwood removed to
Ktruria Hall, where most of his eldest daughter’s life
was spent until she came to her new home at Shrews-
bury. Her father was brought into friendly relations
with persons of all ranks, and was still more fortunate
in enjoying the intimacy of men of genius, who often
visited Etruria. The hall, we are told, must have
borne the appearance of an hotel ; *“ guests were' coming
and going, foreigners from every country were oc-
casionally there, and distinguished Englishmen formed
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a large proportion ” of the company. ¢ Each day the
dinner-table was laid for unexpected as well as ex-
pected guests, for it was never known who might arrive
before or after the meal was served.” In the midst of
the most generous hospitality there was great simplicity
of life. =~ Writing to his partner Bentley in 1778
Wedgwood says—* Sukey is now very well and is pretty
strong, which I attribute to riding on horseback. We
sally forth, half-a-dozen of us, by five or six o’clock in
the morning, and return with appetites scarcely to
be appeased. Then we are very busy in our hay,
and have just made a new garden. Sometimes we try
experiments, then read and draw a little, that alto-
gether we are very busy folks, and the holidays will be
over much sooner than we could expect them to be.”
Gardening was a favourite occupation of Mr. Wedg-
wood’s, with his daughters as his constant companions ;
and Susannah, as we shall see, carried her love for it
into her new life at Shrewsbury. Mr. Wedgwood’s
high and honourable character must have influenced
all his family ; and in the fireside talk at Etruria Hall
the children often heard of other things besides litera-
ture and art; of the efforts that were being made to
abolish the slave trade, for example, and the part
which was played in the movement by Wedgwood’s
well-known intaglio, a kneeling slave in chains, sur-
rounded by the now famous motto, “Am I not a man
and a brother.”

Early in Wedgwood’s life he was friendly with the
Darwins, and the friendship grew as time went on.
How intimate it became at last we learn from the corres-
pondence between Wedgwood and Erasmus Darwin,
who in one of his letters writes— Mrs. Darwin says
she hears your whole family are going to town in a
body, like a caravan going to Mecca ; and we therefore
hope you will make Derby a resting-place, and recruit
yourselves and your camels for a few days, after hav-
ing travelld over the burning sands of Cheadle and
Uttoxeter.”  The sons and daughters of the two
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families were much together from their childhood. At
one time Robert Darwin was staying with the Wedg-
woods to study chemistry; Susannah was often at
Derby ; and so the intimacy grew betwden two of the
young playmates which ended at last in marriage.
Miss Wedgwood spent part of her early life in London
with the Bentleys, and went to school there, laying
““the foundation of that excellent scholarship which
was so useful to her busy husband in after years,” and
was also employed, we believe, in directing Charles
Darwin’s earliest studies. In 1777 we hear of her
spending the Christmas holidays as the guest of Mr.
and Mrs, Edgeworth, who formed a high opinion of her
character, and wherever she went Miss Wedgwood
seemed to win a new store of affection. Dr. Darwin,
with whom she was a great tavourite, lived to see her
his daughter-in-law, but her own father died in 1795,
the year before she was married.

Charles Darwin says of his father, that * he did not
inherit any aptitude for poetry or mechanics, nor did he
possess, as I think, a scientific mind. I cannot tell
why my father’s mind did not appsar to me fitted for
advancing science ; for he was fond of theorizing, and
was incomparably the most acute observer whom I ever
knew. But his powers in this direction were exercised
almost wholly in the practice of medicine, and in the
observation of human character.” His memory for the
dates of certain events was so extraordinary, that  he
knew the day of the birth, marriage, and death of most
of the gentlemen of Shropshire ”’; but this remarkable
power distressed him, because it brought back painful
occurrences and prolonged his grief for the loss of friends.
A golden rule of Dr. Darwin’s was “ never to become
the friend of anyone whom you could not thoroughly
respect, and I think (says Charles Darwin) he always
acted on it. But of all his characteristic qualities, his
sympathy was pre-eminent, and I believe it was this
which made bim for a time hate his profession, as it
constantly brought suffering before his eyes. Sym-

B




10 CHARLES DARWIN.

pathy with the joy of others is a much rarer endow-
ment than sympathy with their pains, and it is no
exaggeration to say that to give pleasure to others was
to my father an intense pleasure.” There is some-
thing peculiarly interesting in this picture of the
father’s character drawn by his son, who inherited so
abundantly the habit of observation as well as the
sympathetic nature which he describes.

Dr. Darwin had studied at Edinburgh, where he
took high honours, and at Leyden, and travelled in
Germany, before he settled down to his life-long
practice in 1786. The young doctor had many rivals
at Shrewsbury, but his learning and his talents soon.
won for him a leading position. Amongst the Shrews-
buryapothecaries was William Clement (father of the late
member for the borough), whose career was coincident
with Darwin’s.! The county town ¢“was still in a
great measure what it had long been, the metropolis of
the adjacent country,” and the resort of the county

! Miss Meteyard gives an interesting description of some of the
Shrewsbury doctors :--*“ Nowhere was Dr. Darwin seea to such
advantage as in the invariable yellow chaise. 'This, and his burly
form and countenance within, were known to every man, woman, and
child over a wide extent of country. Like old Samuel Butler, the
mighty schoolmaster who always receipted his bills ¢ with thanks,’
Dr. Darwin was as much a feature of the town as the river, the abbey,
and the schools; and many was the stranger who lingered to see
them both. At length, when that long day’s work was done—and it
was a very long and hard one—his portly form vanished from the
streets, and he, too, departed to that quiet resting-place beside his
favourite Severn. He died on the 13th day of November, 1848, aged
82 years. Dr, Darwin survived two of his more eminent medical
contemporaries in the town, Mr. Sutton and Dr, Dugard. The latter
a pale, portly little man, unlike farmer-looking Dr. Darwin, had the
air and appearance of a court physician. He wore powder, orthodox
black, highly polished Hessian boots with big tassels, ponderous seals,
an important frill.of snowy lawn, and he carried the professional cane.
The elder Clement, who had been the pupil and friend of the great
Jenner, known Coleridge, Wordsworth, Southey, Hazlitt, Thelwall,
and Horne Tooke, and stood forth as the unflinching advocate for
Parliamentary Reform and civil and religious liberty in this most
aristocratic borough in the kingdom, died at the age of 90, in January,
1853. He had the countenance of a philosopher,”
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families, with many of whom it was not yet the custom

to spend the season in London. Balls, suppers,
oyster-feasts, meets of; hounds, and an occasmna.l VlS{t
from a party of strolling players,” made up the winter’s
festivities, in which the Darwins soon began ’Eo take
their part ; for in June, 1807, we find the doctor’s wife,
in a letter to her brother Josiah Wedgwood (who was
to become Charles Darwin’s father-in-law), saying t&a}t
they can wait for their new dinner-service, bef:ause }t
is not the custom in this town to give dinners in
summer.” Shrewsbury ¢ still wore much of its middle-
age aspect.” Most of the houses of the better sort
differed little in style from what they were in the days
of the Tudors; many of the shops ‘ displayed their
wares on baulks and hanging shutters;” the streets
were badly paved and scarcely lighted at all. Coming to
this quaint old town, Robert Darwin took up ‘his resi-
dence on St. John’s Hill, but in a short time the
property at The Mount was bought, and the house built
in which he settled down, after his marriage, for fifty

ears more of prosperous life. This was in 1796," a
little less than two years before Coleridge visited
Shrewsbury, and preached, at #he Unitarian Chapel
still standing in High-street, the famous sermon which
Hazlitt heard after his comfortless walk in the mud
from his home at Wem, and “ could not have been
more delighted if he had heard the music of the
spheres.” The Darwins were most likely present when
the poet’s voice “rose like a steam of rich-distilled
perfumes,” as he gave out the text, And} He went up
into the Mountain to pray, Himself, Alone. ’_ Coleridge
staid with the Tayleurs, who were old,. friends of the
Wedgwoods', at their house on_St._J ohn’s Hill, near the
Quarry ; and the poet was inclined to become .tlze
minister of High-street Chapel, when Mrs. Darwin’s
brothers intervened, with their ofter of £150 a year, in

1« April 18, 1796, married at St. Marylebone Church,-Dr. Darwin
of Shrewsbury, to Miss Wedgwood, eldest daughter of the late J osiah
Wedgwood of Etruria, Staffordshire.” Gent. Mayg., Vol. LXVL, p, 851,
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order that he might devote himself to literature. At
that place of worship, a few years afterwards, Charles
Darwin attended with the family from The Mount ; and
thus High-street Chapel is associated with two of
the greatest names of the nineteenth century.

Charles Darwin was born at The Mount on the 12thw
of February, 1809." The house (of which we give an
engraving from a sketch taken for this paper) lies above
the steep banks of the Severn, on the outskirts of the
town, and is a conspicuous object from the Great
Western Railway, on the left, as the train leaves
Shrewsbury Station for Chester.2 At the time of
Charles Darwin’s birth, his mother was in declining
health. Two years earlier, when she had already
several children round her, she wrote to a friend—-
‘ Everyone seems young but me; ” and in J uly, 1817,
when Charles was between eight and nine, she died.
Young as he was, she seems to have impressed his
mind by her teaching, for one of his schoolfellows, the
Rev. W. A. Leighton, remembers him plucking a
plant, and recalling one of her elementary lessons in
botany ; but in later life Charles retained only the

1 ¢1809, November 17, Darwin, Charles Robert, | O [histencd
son of Robert and Mrs. Susannah his wife, bofn J [hristened].
February 12th.” From the Parish Register of St. Chad'’s, Shrew

% The house is seen from the line immediately beyond the low tower of
St. George’s Church. Visitors who make 3 pilgrimage there, after cros-
sing the Welsh Bridge, follow the main street until St. George’s Church
is passed, and the continuous line of houses eeases.
drive, on the right, cutting in two a lofty side-walk, is the entrance to
The Mount. A short street of new houses near St. George’s Church
has been called ** Darwin Street 5 as yet the only public recognition
in the town of the greatest of Salopians. A memorial of g more
private character has been placed in the Unitarian Chapel, in the form
of a tablet bearing the following inscription :—* To the memory of
Charles Robert Darwin, author of the Origin of Species,” born in
Shrewsbury. February 12th, 1809. In early life a member of and con-
stant worshipper in this Church. Died April 19th,1882.” Mrs, Darwin,
we believe, was not striet in her adhesion to the communion in which
she had been brought up, but often attended St. Chad’s Church
where Charles and his brother were baptised.

sbury.
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vaguest recollections of his mother. Besides Charles,
the family consisted of an elder son, Erasmus, and
four daughters, one of whom married Dr. Parker
of Shrewsbury (where his son, the Rev. Charles
Parker, still resides), while another became the
wife of her cousin, Mr. Wedgwood. It is a singular
fact that Miss Darwin, her brother Charles, their
father, and their grandfather, himself a Wedgwood,
all married Wedgwoods. Erasmus Darwin, who died
September 2nd, 1881, will be remembered as the friend
of the Carlyles. “ Erasmus Darwin, a most diverse
kind of mortal, came to seek us out very soon, and
continues ever since to be a quiet house-friend, honest-
ly attached. He had something of original and sarcas-
tically ingenious in him, one of the sincerest, naturally
truest, and most modest of men. . . . E. Darwin
it was who named the late Whewell, seeing him sit,
all ear (not all assent) at some of my lectures, ‘the
Harmonious Blacksmith ;/ a really descriptive title.
My dear, one had a great favour for this honest Darwin
always; many a road, to shops and the like, he drove
hér in his cab (‘ Darwingium Cabbum’ comparable
to Georgium Sidus), in those earlyidays when even the
charge of omnibuses was a consideration, and his
sparse utterances, sardonic often, were a great amuse-
ment to her. ‘A perfect gentleman,” she at once
discerned. him to be, and of sound worth and kindli-
ness, in the most unaffected form. ¢ Take me now to
Oxygen-street, a dyer’s shop there !’ Darwin, without
a wrinkle or remark, made for Oxenden-street, and
drew up at the required door. Amusingly admirable
to us both, when she came home.” = The graphic
sketch of Erasmus is worth giving here, throwing
another gleam of light for us on the family of the
Darwins.  Erasmus, in his modesty, and kindness of
heart, and quiet humour, must have resembled Charles,
to whom Carlyle “ rather preferred him for intellect”!

! Reminiscences, by Thomas Carlyle. Vol IL., p. 207-9.

|
|
|
|
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There could hardly have been a better home than
Charles Darwin’s for the training of a young naturalist ;
the “acute observer’’ at the head of it, and the
mother, adding to her gentle, sympathizing nature,
a cultivated intelligence and a keen delight in her
husband’s pursuits. Together they took an interest
in botany and zoology, and the gardens of The Mount, by
the time Charles was old enough to play in them, were
filled with rare shrubs and trees, and beautiful flowers.!
They petted and reared birds and other animals, and
it is particularly interesting, remembering the important,
position which pigeons afterwards occupied in Charles
Darwin’s investigations, to read that ¢ the beauty,
variety, and tameness of The Mount pigeons were well
known in the town and far beyond.” After Mrs.
Darwin’s death the doctor’s daughters helped him in
his many acts of kindness to the poor. Together they
established one of the first Infant Schools in Shrews-
bury (close to Millington’s Hospital in Frankwell, on
land leased by the trustees of that charity), and, with
characteristic readiness to welcome every improvement,
furnished it with the appliances which had lately been
introduced by Pestalozzi and other educational re-
formers. In his late years, Dr. Darwin was called the
“ Father of Frankwell,”” the suburb of Shrewsbury in
which The Mount, is situated. He died on the 13th of
November, 1848, and at his funeral the poor, who lost
in him a wise and life-long friend, and even the
children, whom he always noticed with kindly affec-
tion, publicly shewed their grief at his departure.?

1 «The Dr. sends you by tomorrow’s Coach some suckers of the
white Poplar, and as they have good roots, he has no doubt of their
growing. If you want more, say so, and they shall be sent. It is the
common white Poplar. It is become so fashionable a tree that Lady
Bromley has sent for some cuttings for Baroness Howe to decorate
Pope’s Villa at Twickenham, as all his favourite trees have been cut
down.”—Mprs. Darwin to Josiak Wedgwood, February 8, 1808.

2 ¢ That, like his son, he was benevolently inclined, may be inferred
from a little anecdote which we once heard Mr. Darwin tell of him
while speaking of the curious kinds of pride which are somefimes
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He was buried by the side of his wife at Montford
Church, near the banks of the Severn, a few miles
from Shrewsbury. Dr. Darwin had passed his four
score years, but it is hard to realise that one who is
still remembered by many of the inhabitants of Shrews-
bury married the granddaughter of a man born before
the Revolution of 1688.

Of Charles Darwin’s boyhood we know little. A few of
his schoolfellows are still living in his native town ; the
Rev. W. A. Leighton, the esteemed editor of these
Papers, and the venerable Vicar of St. Chad’s, the Rev.
John Yardley, amongst them ; but sixty years have
passed, and blurred the memory of his early days. We
believe a short account of them, written by Mr. Darwin
himself, is to be published byone of his sons. It wasin the
Spring of 1817, soon after completing his eighth year,
that Charles entered the school kept by the Rev.
George Case, minister of the Unitarian Church. In the
midsummer of 1818, he was removed to the Shrewsbury
Grammar School,! where the Rev. Dr. Kennedy (who

fhown by the poor. For the benefit of the district in which he lived
Dr. Darwin offered to dispense medicine gratis to any one who applied
and was not able to pay. He was surprised to find that very few of
the sick poor availed themselves of his offer, and guessing that the
reason must have been a dislike to becoming the recipients of charity,
he devised a plan to neutralise this feeling. Whenever any poor
persons applied for medical aid, he told them that he would supply
the medicine, but that they must pay for the bottles. This little
distinetion made all the difference, and ever afterwards the poor used
to flock to the doctor’s house for relief as a matter of right.”—@. J.
Romanes in ¢ Nature.”

1 For the engraving we are indebted to the editor of the ZLessure
Houwr, in which an interesting account of Shrewsbury School appeared
in September, 1878. The school is now removed to Kingsland,
outside the town, and the old building has been purchased for a Free
Library and Museum, in which the many objects of interest belonging
to our Society will be deposited. Some of Mr. Darwin’s admirers
rogret that advantage was not taken of this opportunity of doing
honour %o his memory in an appropriate way, by converting his old
sehool into the ¢ Darwin Institute and Museum,” where the studies to
which his life was devoted might be pursued by the youth of his native
town.
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succeeded Dr. Butler as head master) was also one of his
schoolfellows. Shrewsbury had gained a considerable
reputation under the rule of Dr. Butler;! but Dr.
Butler’s most illustrious pupil looked back upon much
of the time spent there as little better than wasted ;
and although it is for classics that the school is dis-
tinguished, he used to say that Euclid, done as an
extra subject, was the orly bit of real education which
he got there! He patched together his verses with
““scraps and endings,” of which he had what was con-
sidered a fine collection ; and he often regretted the
time given to classics, saying that, as far as he was
concerned, he considered them of little or no advantage.
In this he reminds us of his uncle Charles, who had
similar tastes, and of his grandfather Erasmus, both of
whom believed that ‘‘ the vigour of the mind languished
in the pursuit of classical elegance.”

It is not surprising, therefore, that Charles made
no mark at school, for, while he disliked the studies
through which distinction could be won, he seems
to have taken little part in the games of his school-
fellows. Mr. Leighton, who, as an older boy, some-
times heard Charles his lessons, speaks of him as
reserved ; and it is certain that he was fond of
long, solitary rambles, and had a habit of losing him-
self in thought, which is not favourable to athletics.
Amongst the few events remembered of his early days,
is a fall that he had, while walking on the old walls
of the town, in a “brown study.” Mr. Yardley’s
recollections differ somewhat from Mr. Leighton’s.
The Vicar of St. Chad’s speaks of Charles Darwin as
“ cheerful, good-tempered and communicative,” quali-
ties which certainly distinguished him in after lite, and
it is probable that, holding aloof from the ordinary
amusements of his classmates, he was sociable with
those who entered into his own pursuits.  As early as

* Appointed head master in 1798 ; became Bishop of Lichfield in
1836,
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1817 he had a passion for collecting; shells, seals,
franks, coins, minerals, were amongst the miscellaneous
objects of his search ; but there is no clear sign during
his boyhood at Shrewsbury of any strong devotion to
the studies that afterwards absorbed his attention,
though he was only a youth of eighteen when his first
discovery was made. As a boy, he had the keen
delight in understanding a piece of mechanism which
afterwards showed itself in many ways, and he remem-
bered vividly the pleasure his uncle Josiah Wedgwood
gave him, when he was young, by explaining the
principle of the vernier. :

In 1825 he left Shrewsbury for Edinburgh Univer-
sity, where his father and grandfather had studied ;
and we have no record of his connection with his native
place after that date, though he doubtless often came
there to visit Dr, Darwin, who lived for twenty three
years longer, and had the satisfaction of seeing his son
already taking high rank in the world of science.! In
fact, Charles Darwin’s career as author and discoverer
extended over more than half a century, beginning
when he was eighteen, and ending with the publication
of his book on Earth Worms noti long before he died.
He joined the Plinian Society at Edinburgh, and bis
first recorded contribution to Science was a communica-
tion on the Ova of the Flustra, on the 27th of March,
1827, stating that he had discovered organs of motion.
Thus early in life his powers of observation were exer-
cised in the field in which he afterwards distinguished
himself.

1 Mr. Darwin occasionally corresponded with his old schoolfellow,
the Rev. W. A. Leighton, who also devoted himself to the study of
botany ; and one of the letters which passed between them will be
found further on in these pages. In another, Mr. Darwin says—‘‘ How
many years have rolled over our heads since we were at school together,
and how little we then thought that we should correspond on scientifie
subjects.” Mr. Leighton and Mr. Darwin met again, after leaving
school, as fellow students at Cambridge, and both took part in Pro-
fessor Henslow’s field excursions, which are mentioned further on, and
attended the evening parties at his house.
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Of his life at Edinburgh we have one or two
glimpses. In his sketch of Erasmus Darwin, he refers
to it himseif, saying that when he was a young medical
student there, forty seven years after the death of
his uncle Charles, Professor Andrew Duncan, who knew
him, was still at Edinburgh, and spoke of him with the
warmest affection ; and Mr. W. F. Ainsworth, writing
in the Atheneum in May, 1882, says—‘ Mr. Darwin
and myself made frequent excursions on the shores of
the Firth of Forth in pursuit of objects of natural
history, sometimes to the coast of Fifeshire, and some-
times to the islands. On one occasion we went, ac-
companied by Dr. Greville, the botanist, to the Isle of
May, and we were both exceedingly amused at the
effect produced upon the eminent cryptogamist by the
screeching of the kittiwakes and other waterfowl. He
had actually to lie down on the greensward to enjoy
his prolonged cachinnation. Another time we were
benighted on Inch Keith, but found refuge in the light-
house. Mr. Darwin also carried on his researches with
Dr., afterwards Professor, Grant, and it was the same
year, I believe, the doctor first found silica in sponges.”
A1l this helps to show that Darwin had begun to study
natural history before he enjoyed the great advantage
of Professor Henslow’s friendship at Cambridge, though
he himself speaks of Henslow’s influence as if it had
almost given the bent to his pursuits. He went to
Edinburgh to enter the medical profession, but this
was probably decided by the traditions of the family,
not by his own inclinations, which speedily carried him
into a different career.

Mzr. Darwin spent part of two years at Edinburgh, and
entered Christ’s College, Cambridge, early in 1828 ; his
father hoping, it is said, that he might exchange the pro-
fession of medicine for that of Holy Orders. His Univer-
sity career was not a distinguished one. He took the
ordinary degrees, B.A. in 1831, as tenth in the o moAos,
and M.A. in 1837 ; but the field of knowledge in which
he was already a successful explorer was not likely in
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those days to bring him much distinction as a student.
It was his good fortune, however, to become acquainted
with Professor Henslow, and that was more to him
than all the academic bonours of Cambridge could be.!
Tt is not true, as we have seen, that Henslow started
Darwin on his career as a naturalist, though the state-
ment derived some show of truth from the student’s
ardent expressions of gratitude to his master.” Apart
from the fact that Darwin had made discoveries in
natural history at Edinburgh, and wandered on the
Firth of Forth in search of specimens, it was through
his * brother entomologists,” mentioned in the letter
given below, that he became acquainted with Henslow ;
which disproves the remark of one writer, that Hen-
slow “aroused the first love and the early study of
natural science in the mind of Darwin.” At the same
time there can be no doubt that Professor Henslow
exercised a great influence over his pupil, and fostered,
not only his intellectual tastes, but those great moral
qualities in which there was so striking a resemblance
between them, that, as Dr. Romanes has said, Darwin,
in an account which he wrote of his teacher’s character,
““ unconsciously gives a most accurate description of his
own.” The letter containing this description appears
in the Memoirs of the late Professor Henslow, by the
Rev. L. Jenyns, and it affords a pleasant insight into
Darwin’s life at Cambridge.

I went to Cambridge early in the year 1828, and soon
became acquainted, through some of my brother entomologists,
with Professor Henslow, for all who cared for any branch of

natural history were equally encouraged by him . . . When I
reflect how immediately we felt at perfect ease with a man

1Tt is interesting to note that thirty years afterwards, when the
Origin of Species had appeared, Henslow, then a parish clergyman,
accepted Mr. Darwin’s conclusions as highly probable, and, in the face
of some obloquy, publicly avowed his belief.

2 « T must be here allowed to return my most sincere thanks to the
Reverend Professor Henslow, who, when I was an undergraduate at
Cambridge, was one chief means of giving me a taste for Natural
History.”—Preface to ¢ Journal of Researches.”
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older and in every way so immensely our superior, I think it
was as much owing to the transparent sincerity of his character,
as to his kindness of heart; and perhaps even still more to a
highly remarkable absence in him of all self-consciousness.
One perceived at once that he never thought of his own varied
knowledge or clear intellect, but solely on the subject in hand.
Another charm, which must have struck every one, was that
his manner to old and distinguished persons and to the
youngest student was exactly the same: to all he showed
the same winning courtesy. He would receive with interest
the most trifling observation in any branch of natural history ;
and however absurd a blunder one might make, he pointed
it out so clearly and kindly, that one left him no way dis-
heartened, but only determined to be more accurate the next
time . . Once every week he kept openhouse in the evening,
and all who cared for natural history attended these parties.

When only a few were present, I have listened to the great
men of those days, conversing on all sorts of subjects, with
the most varied and brilliant powers. This was no small
advantage to some of the younger men, as it stimulated their
mental activity and ambition. Two or three times in each
session he took excursions with his botanical class; either a
long walk to the habitat of some rare plant, or in a barge
down the river to the fens, or in coaches to some more distant
place, as to Gamlingay, to see the wild lily of the valley, and
to catch on the heath the rare natter-jack. These excursions
have left a delightful impression on my mind. He was, on
such occasions, in as good spirits as a boy, and laughed as
heartily as a boy at the misadventures of those who chased
the splendid swallow-tail butterflies across the broken and
treacherous fens. He used to pause every now and then and
lecture on some plant or other object; and something he
could tell us on every insect, shell, or fossil collected, for he
had attended to every branch of natural history. After our
day’s work we used to dine at some inn or house, and most
Jjovial we then were. I believe all who joined these excursions
will agree with me that they have left an enduring impression
of delight on our minds. As time passed on at Cambridge I
became very intimate with Professor Henslow, and his kind-
ness was unbounded ; he continually asked me to his house,
and allowed me to accompany him in his walks. He talked
on all subjects, including his deep sense of religion, and was
entirely open. I owe more than I can express to this excellent
man. His kindness was steady ; when Captain Fitzroy offered
to give up part of his own cabin to any naturalist who would
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join the expedition in H. M. S. Beagle, Professor Henslow
recommended me, as one who knew very little, but who, he
thought, would work. I was strongly attached to natural
history, and this attachment I owed, in large part, to him.
During the five years’ voyage, he regularly corresponded with
me and guided my efforts; he received, opened, and took
care of all the specimens sent home in many large boxes ; but
I firmly believe that, during these five years, it never once
crossed his mind that he was acting towards me with unusual
and generous kindness. During the years when I associated
so much with Professor Henslow, I never once saw his temper
even ruffled. He never took an ill-natured view of anyone’s
character, though very far from blind to the foibles of others.
It always struck me that his mind could not be even touched
by any paltry feeling of vanity, envy, or jealousy. With all
this equability of temper and remarkable benevolence, there
was no insipidity of character. A man must have been blind
not to have perceived that beneath this placid exterior there
was a vigorous and determined will. When principle came
into play, no power on earth could have turned him one hair’s
breadth. . . . In intellect, as far as I could judge, accurate
powers of observation, sound sense, and cautlous judgment
seemed predominant. Nothing seemed to give him so much en-
joyment as drawing conclusions from minute observations. But
his admirable raemoir on the geology of Anglesey shows his
capacity for extended observations and broad views. Re-
flecting over his character with gratitude and reverence, his
moral attributes rise, as they should do, in the highest
character, in pre-eminence over his intellect.

Darwin was as apt to learn the lesson of modesty and
sincerity, kindliness and magnanimity, as anythin
that Professor Henslow could teach him, and with
perfect truth we can now apply to the admiring and
grateful pupil the words which he wrote of his triend
and teacher at Cambridge.

Mr. Darwin spent between three and four years
at Cambridge, where he met with Sedgwick, Airy,
Ramsay, and other men of science; and it was in
1831 that he accepted the offer mentioned above,
to accompany Captain Fitzroy in H. M. 8. Beagle,
which was commissioned to complete the survey of
Patagonia and Tierra del Fuego, begun by Captain
King, to survey the shores of Chile, Peru, and some
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islands of the Pacific, and to carry a chain of chrono-
metrical measurements round the world. We have
given Mr. Darwin’s account of how he came to join
the expedition. Captain Fitzroy, in his description
of the voyage, published in 1839, says that, at his sug-
gestion, the hydrographer of the Admiralty, Captain
Beaufort, consented to the appointment “of some
scientific person” to collect usetul information during the
voyage, and “ wrote to Professor Peacock of Cambridge,
who consulted with a friend, Professor Henslow, and he
named Mr. Charles Darwin, grandson of the poet, as a
young man of promising ability, extremely fond of
geology, and indeed all branches of natural history.
In consequence, an offer was made to Mr. Darwin to
be my guest on board, which he accepted conditionally ;
permission was obtained for his embarkation, and an
order given by the Admiralty that he should be borne
on the ship’s books for provisions. The conditions
asked by Mr. Darwin were, that he should be at
liberty to leave the Beagle and retire from the expe-
dition when he thought proper, and that he should
pay a fair share of the expenses of my table.” Captain
Fitzroy, in proposing the appointment of a scientific
man, and Professor Henslow, in fixing upon Darwin
for the post, did good service to the world, for, during
the voyage of the Beagle seeds were sown in Darwin’s
fertile mind which bore fruit in his greatest works, and
indeed in nearly all the work of his life. He told us
long afterwards how the facts learnt in South America,
after being pondered for many years, led to the pub-
lication of the Origin of Species in 1859.

When on board H. M. S. Beagle, as naturalist, I was much
struck with certain facts in the distribution of the organic
beings inhabiting South America, and in the geological rela-
tions of the present to the past inhabitants of that continent.

These facts seemed to throw some light on the origin of
species—that mystery of mysteries, as it has been called by one

1 4 Narrative of the Surveying Voyages of H. M. S. Adventure and
Beagle, Vol, 11., pp. 18, 19.
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of our greatest philosophers. On my return home it occurred
to me, in 1837, that something might perhaps be made out on
this question by patiently accumulating and reflecting on all
sorts of facts which could possibly have any bearing on it.
After five years’ work I allowed myself to speculate on the
subject, and drew up some short notes ; these I enlarged in 1844
into a sketch of the conclusions which then seemed to me
probable; from that period to the present day I have steadily
pursued the same object.!

From these words we learn a good deal of Darwin’s
method of work ; his patience, his industry, his con-
scientiousness. It was more than twenty years before
he allowed himself to give to the world the results of
the studies which he resolved upon in 1837 ; and even
then it was by the persuasion of friends that he
published what he calls *“ this abstract ” of his researches
and conclusions.

The memorable voyage of the Beagle, which will
always be associated with the dawn of a new scientific
epoch, began on the 27th of December, 1831, and lasted
for nearly five years, ending on the 2nd of October,
1836. Mur. Darwin has told the story of his adventures
and experiences in the Journal of Researches, a book
which 1s now familiarly know#i as “ A Naturalist’s
Voyage Round the World.” It was published in
1839, the first of a succession of works which for
forty years surprised and charmed the scientific world ;
and before the second edition appeared in 1845 the
book had been translated into German, the Germans
having thus early shown their appreciation of Mr.
Darwin’s genius. It is impossible to give even an

1 Tntroduction to the Origin of Species, 1859.

2 Tn 1889 Mr. Colburn published an account of the Voyages of the
Beagle and the Adventure (which had previously been engaged on a
similar survey), in two volumes, by Captain King and Captain Fitzroy ;
and, as a third volume, but complete in itself and sold separately,
“« Journal of Researches into the Geology and Natural History of the
Various Countries visited by H. M. S. Beagle, under the command of
Captain Fitzroy, R.N., from 1882 to 1836. By Charles Darwin, Esq.,
M.A., F.R.S., Secretary to the Geological Society.” A second edition
of the Journal of Researches appeared in 1845,
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outline of the voyage, but, for the purpose of this
paper, which is to produce something like a picture of
the man, and not a scientific estimate of his work,
nothing can be better than a liberal use of the Journal
of Researches, where he marshals facts with the same
masterly hand that compels our admiration in his
maturer writings, while we come across one passage
after another showing his great powers of mind, and
his noble and kindly nature.

Soon after Mr. Darwin arrived at Rio de Janeiro he
accepted the invitation of an Englishman to visit his
estate, a hundred wmiles from the capital. If we could
give the complete account of this expedition, it would
exemplify in a striking way Mr. Darwin’s remarkable
habits of observation, the sympathy with his fellow-
creatures, however lowly they might be, and the delight
in nature, which characterize the whole book.

As it was growing dark (he says, of the evening of the first
day) we passed under one of the massive, bare, and steep hills
of granite, which are so common in this country. This spot is
notorious from having been, for a long time, the residence of
some run-away slaves, who, by cultivating a little ground near
the top, contrived to eke out a subsistence. At length they
were discovered, and a party of soldiers being sent, the whole
were seized with the exception of one old woman, who, sooner
than again be led into slavery, dashed herself to pieces from
the summit of the mountain. In a Roman matron this would
have been called the noble love of freedom ; in a poor negress
it is mere brutal obstinacy. We continued riding for some
hours. For the few last miles the road was intricate, and it
passed through a desert waste of marshes and lagoons. The
scene by the dimmed light of the moon was most desolate. A
few fireflies flittered by us; and the solitary snipe, as it rose,
uttered its plaintive cry. The distant and sullen roar of the
sea scarcely broke the stillness of the night.

The journey was not without its hardships, though
they were willingly borne for the sake of the fresh ex-
perience and knowledge which it brought. At the
vénda (or inn), the travellers would ask the senhor to
do them the favour of giving them something to eat.
¢ ¢ Anything you choose, sir,’ was his usual answer.
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For the first few times, vainly I thanked providence
for having guided us to so good a man. The conversa-
tion proceeding, the case universally became deplorable.
¢ Any fish can you do us the favour of giving ¥—¢Oh!
no, Sir.’—‘Any soup ¥—*¢No, Sir.’—*‘Any bread ¥—
“Oh! no, Sir./—¢ Any dried meat ¥—*Oh, no, Sir.’
If we were lucky, by waiting a couple of hours we
obtained fowls, rice, and farinha.” The hosts were
ungracious and disagreeable in their manners; the
houses filthy; in many places, forks, knives, and
spoons, were unknown. At the end of the third day,
the troubles of the adventurers assumed a different
shape. They reached the house of a friend, where the
dishes were many, and every guest was expected to eat
of each ; and Mr. Darwin describes how, one day, havin
nicely calculated, as be thought, so that nothing should
go away untasted, to his utter dismay *‘a roast turkey
and a pig appeared in all their substantial reality.”
But the life here was pleasant and even fascinating in
its patriarchal simplicity, ‘““as long as the idea of
slavery could be banished;” and on this estate the
slaves seemed to be happy enough. “One morning I
walked out an hour before daylight to admire the
solemn stillness of the scene; at last the silence was
broken by the morning hymn, raised on high by the
whole body of the blacks; and in this manner their
daily work is generally begun.”

On the estate where he stopped next Mr. Darwin
“ was very nearly being an eye-witness to one of those
atrocious acts which can only take place in a slave
country.”  The owner, though a man of more than
average humanity and kind feeling, was about to sell
all the women and children away from the men, and
was only prevented by self-interest. In connection
with this incident, Mr. Darwin  mentions one very
trifling anecdote which at the time struck him more
forcibly than any story of cruelty.” He was crossing a
ferry with an uncommonly stupid negro. ‘“In endeavour-
ing to make him understand, I talked loud, and made
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signs, in doing which I passed my hand near his face.
He, I suppose, thought I was in a passion, and was going
to strike him, for instantly, with frightened look and
half-shut eyes, he dropped his hands. I shall never for-
get my feelings of surprise, disgust, and shame, at see-
ing a great, powerful man afraid even to ward off a blow
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