MR. DARWIN ON VIVISECTTON.

-

TO THE EDITOR OF THE TIMES.

Sir—I do not wish to discuss the views ex-
pressed by Miss Cobbe in the letter which appeared
in The Times of the 19th inst. ; but as she
asserts that 1 have  misinformed ” m corre-
spondent in Sweden in saying that * the investiga.
tion of the matter by a Royal Commission proved
that the accusations made Sfainsh our English
physinlogists were false,” I will merely ask leave
to refer to some other sentences from the report of
the Commission.

(1) The sentence—** Tt i not to be doubted that
inhumanity may be found in persons of very high
position as phvsiologists,” which Miss Cobbe
quotes from page 1T of the report, and which, in
her opinion, *' ean npecessarily concern English
physiologists alone and not foreigners,” is immedi-
ately followed by the words ** We have seen that
it was so in Majendie.” Majendie was a French
physiologist who becamo notorious some hali-
century ago for his cruel experiments on living
animals.
~ (2) The Commissioners, after speaking of the

““ general sentimept of humanity  prevailing in
this eountry, say (p. 10) :—
“ This principla is accopted gepernlly by the very highl
educated E;mn T-'-I-:'ht:lsﬂ li?ﬁpﬁra dimted ﬁ"i‘rﬂlgr to sc?;{tiﬂg iinj:
vestigation and education or to the mitization or the re-
moval of the sufferings of their tellow.creatures ; though
differences of degree in regard to its practieasl application
will be easily «iscecnible by those who study the evidence
as it hes been lnid before us.”
Agdin,nmﬂrding: to the Commissioners (p. 10) ;—
" The secratary of the Royal Society for the 'Ereventinn
of Cruelty to Animals, when asked whether the general
tendency "of the ecizntific world in this country iz at
 variance with humanity, says he believes it to be very diffe-
 rent, indeed, from thot of foreign physiolosists ; and while

giving it s the opinion of the sociaty that experiments are
performed which are in their nature beyond any legitimate
province of science, end that the pain which they inflict is
pain which it is not justifiable to inflict even for the scien-
tific object in view, he readily acknowledges that he does
not Enow a singla case of wanton n:ruef , and that in
general the Englieh physiologists have nsed anmsthetics

wl:m;:a ’tha:,' think they can do so with mafaty to the experi-
ment.”

I am, Sir, your obedient servant,
April 71, UHARLES DARWIN,

TO THE EDITOR OF THE TIMES.
Sir,—With reference to Mr, Darwin'a letter in The Times
of yesterday, I wonld ask your permission to quote the
following brief, but impressive extract from Darwin's
“ Descent of Man * 1—
* Every one has heard of the dog suffering u ivi-
section 1?;1& licked the hand of tl?a uperntngr ;tﬁ:?: n::nl

tnless he had a heart of stone, most have felt remorss to
the last hour of his life,™

I am, Bir, yoor obedient servant, T. W. MOFFETT.

Queen's College, Galway, April 19, :
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