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usually taken in large quantities: the presence of these may proceed
from their being attracted by the phosphoric light. Sometimes
during heavy rains within the tropice the sea would become suddenly
luminous, as rapidly passing off again, and the effect of the sudden
transitions was exceedingly splendid to the beholders. During its
continuance luminous species of Salpa, Beroé, Pyrosoma, and other
molluscs were captured in the towing net if the weather admitted of
its being placed overboard.”

On placing some of these luminous Meduse in a bucket of water,
Mr. Bennett observed that the phosphoric light is not emitted from
any one particular part of the animal, but commences at different
points, gradually extending over the whole body, sometimes suddenly
disappearing, and at others slowly dying away. Upon squeezing the
animal the hands became covered with a profusion of the luminous
secretion, which could be communicated from one object to another,
In conclusion several additional instances are related, occurring in
different latitudes, of the beautiful and varied appearances presented
by the phenomena of marine phosphorescence.

Mr. Martin directed the attention.of the Meeting to three speci-
mens of the genus Felis, recently presented to the Bociety by Charles
Darwin, Esq. One of these appeared to be a cat of the domestic race,
shot in a wild state at Maldonado, differing only from our common
cat in the elongation and greater size of the head. The second was
the ** Chat Pampa ™ of Azara, Felis Pajeros of Desmarest, shot at
Bahia Blanca in latitude 33. The third and most interesting speci-
men, which had been shot at Buenos Ayres, Mr. Martin was dis-
posed to consider as the Yagourondi or a closely allied species, since
it agrees with that animal in its elongate form, stout limbs and small
head, but differs from it in the greater proportionate length of tail,
and also in its entire dimensions, as recorded by Desmarest, who
gives the following :

ft. in. lin.

from nose to the root of the tail . 1 11 0
Lengthof tail .. ........... gikei i oy 1 1 9
Length from nose to the ear ...... .. .. 0 8 2

In the present specimen, which is evidently adult, the measure-
ments were found to be as follows:

ft. in. lin.

Length from nose to root of tail........ 2 2 0
O EARL 2 oo is o aitinitsn aih e R B A 1 8 0

from nos¢ toear.............. 0 3 9
Height at shoulders. ... .............. 011 &
at haunches. ... ... Bhrne e 1 0 6
Length of ear ...... imzh e Al Hm el .. 0 1 2
Breadthofegr......cc..0c0vinunnen. 0 1 6
Fromnose toeye..............co.00s 0 1 2

The hair is black, annulated with ochre, and sometimes with whi-
tish yellow; each hair is pale brown at the base and then alternately
black and yellow, the colours being repeated two or three times,
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Upon the head the yellow colour is most prevalent. The under fur
is thick and of a pale brown colour. The hair is about the same
length or rather shorter than in the domestic cat, and much harsher
to the touch. The hind feet are black beneath from the heel to the
toes, and there is a streak of black about an inch and a half in
length, passing upwards from the front paw on the outer side. The
hair of the tail is long and bushy; the legs thick and moderately
long; the general form is slender; the head small in proportion to
the body, and considerably arched above. The region of the ante-
rior angle of the eye is black, with a yellowish white spot immedi-
ately above it. The eyes are very small; the ears short, broad, and
obtusely pointed, thickly covered with hair, which on the outside is
of a similar colour to that on the top of the head, excepting at the
tip, where it is margined with black. Inside the ears the hair is of
a paler hue. The under parts of the body are of the same general
hue as the sides. The tail is of the same general colour as the body,
but the hairs become gradually less annulated towards the tip, their
basal portions being brown and the apices black; the under side is
of la:k somewhat paler hue than the upper. The lips and nose are
black.

Mr. Martin remarked, that there was some reason for supposing two
species were confounded under the same name, for he was aware of
the existence of a cat with a shorter tail, agreeing very closely with
Azara’s description of the Yagourondi. Without, however, being in
possession of more ample materials he did not like to characterize
the present specimen as a new species, but in the event of its ulti-
mately being considered distinct, he proposed that it should be called
Felis Darwinii.

Mr. James Reid read some notes on several quadrupeds, also from
the collection of Mr. Darwin, including a new species of Opossum,
which he characterized as Didelphis hortensis*. He also noticed a
very young specimen of the Viscacke, Lagostomus trichodactylus of
Brooks. This example, not much larger than our common Rat, dif-
fers from the adult in wanting the ridge of stiff black hairs over the
eyes so conspicuous in old specimens, and in wanting also the
grooves on the teeth.

Mr. Gould exhibited from Mr, Darwin’s collection of Birds, a
series of Ground Finches, so peculiar in form that he was induced to
regard them as constituting an entirely new group, containing 14
species, and appearing to be strictly confined to the Galapagos
Islands. Mr. Gould believed the whole of these Birds to be un-
described, and remarked that their principal peculiarity consisted in
the bill presenting several distinct modifications of form, while the
general contour of the species closely assimilated. He proposed to
characterize them under the separate generic appellations of Geo-
spiza, Camarhynchus, Cactornis, and Certhidea.

® The characters of species newly described which have not yet been
furnished by the respective authors, andare the refore necessarily omitted,
will be inserted, if subsequently sent in, at the termination of the volume.
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