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Upon the head the yellow colour is most prevalent. The under fur
is thick and of a pale brown colour. The hair is about the same
length or rather shorter than in the domestic cat, and much harsher
to the touch. The hind feet are black beneath from the heel to the
toes, and there is a streak of black about an inch and a half in
le'ngth passing upwards from the front paw on the outer side. The

of the tail is long and bushy; the legs thick and moderately
long, the general form is slender; the head small in proportion to
the body, and considerably arched xbnve The region of the ante-
rior nngle of the eye is black, with a yellowish white spot immedi-
ately above it. The eyes are very small; the ears short, broad, and
obtusely pointed, thickly covered with hair, which on the outside is
of a similar colour to that on the top of the head, excepting at the
tip, where it is margined with black. Inside the ears the hair is of
& paler hue. The under parts of the body are of the same general
hue as the sides. The tail is of the same general colour as the body,
but the hairs become gradually less annulated towards the tip, their
basal portions being brown and the apices black ; the under side is
of a somewhat paler hue than the upper. The lips and nose are

black.

Mr. Martin remarked, that there was some reason for supposing two
species were confounded under the same name, for he was aware of
the existence of a cat with a shorter tail, agreeing very closely with
Azara’s description of the Yagourondi. Without, however, being in
possession of more ample materials he did not like to characterize
the present specimen as a new species, but in the event of its ulti-
‘mately being considered distinct, he proposed that it should be called
Felis Darw:

Mr. James Reid read some notes on several quadrupeds, also from
the collection of Mr. Darwin, including a new species of Opossum,
which he characterized as Didelphis hortensis*. He also noticed o
very young specimen of the Viscache, Lagostomus trichodactylus of
Brooks. This example, not much larger than our common Rat, dif-
fers from the adult in wanting the ridge of stiff black hairs over the
eyes 0 conspicuous in old specimens, and in wanting also the
grooves on the teeth.

Mr. Gould exhibited from Mr. Darwin's collection of Birds, @
series of Ground Finches, so peculiar in form that he was induced to
regard them as constituting an entirely new group, containing 14
species, and appearing to be strictly confined to the Galapagos
Islands. Mr. Gould believed the whole of these Birds to be un-
described, and remarked that their principal peculiarity consisted in
the bill presenting several distinet modifisatons o form, whil the
general contour of the species closely assimilated. He proposed to
haracterize them under the separate generic appellaions of Geo-
spiza, Camarhynchus, Cactornis, and Certhidea.

* The characters of species newly described which have not yet been

farnished by the respective authors, andare the refore necessarily omitted,
will be inserted, if subsequently sent in, at the termination of the yolume.
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Grospiza.

Corporis figura brevissima et robusta.

Rostrum magnum, robustum, validum, altitudine longitudinem
praestante ; culmine arcuato et capitis verticem superante, apice
sine denticulo, lateribus tumidis.

Naribus basalibus et semitectis plumis frontalibus.

Mandibuld superiori tomiis medium versus sinum exhibentibus, ad
mandibule inferioris processum recipiendum. Mandibula inferior
ad basin lata, hoc infra oculos tendente. Ale mediocres re-
mige primo paulo breviore secundo, hoc longissimo.

Cauda brevissima et wqualis.

Tarsi magni et validi, digito postico, cum ungue robusto et digito
intermedio breviore; digitis externis inter se mqualibus at di-
gito postico brevioribus.  Color in maribus niger, in feem. fuscus.

Grosr1za maoNtRosTRIS. (Spec. typ.) Geos. fuli , crisso
nerascenti-albo ; rostro nigro brunnescente lavato ; pedibus nigris.
Long. tot. 6 unc.; ale, 3}; caude, 2; tarsi, 1; rostri, §; alt.
rost., 1.
Feem., vel Mas jun. ; corpore intenst fusco singulis plumis oliva-
ceo cinctis ; abdomine pallidiore ; crisso cinerascenti-albo ; pe-
dibus et rostro, ut in mare adulto,

Guosriza starxva.  Geos. fuliginosa, crisso albo, rostro fusco et
nigro tincto ; pedibus nigris.

Long. tot. 5} unc.; ale, 3; caude, 1§ ; tarsi, §; rostri, § ; alt.

rost. §.

Foem. Summo corpore fusco singulis plumis nec non illis alarum
caudaque, pallid? cinerascenti-olivaceo cinctis ; guld et pectore
fuscis ; abdomine lateribus et crisso pallide cinerascenti-fuscis ;

rostro brunnescente.

Guosriza vowrss. Geos. intense fuliginosa, crisso albo; rostro
rufescenti-brunneo, tincto nigro ; pedibus nigris.

Foem. (vel Mas jun.) Corpore supra pectore et gutture intenst
fuscis, singulis plumis cinerascenti-olivaceo marginatis ; abdomine
erissoque pallide ci i-brunneis ; rostro i

flavescente ad apicem ; pedibus ut in mare.

Groserza NEBULOSA.  Geos. summo capite et corpore nigrescenti-
uscis ; singulis plumis cinerascenti-olivaceo marginatis ; corpore
subtus pallidiore, abdomine imo crissoque cinerascentibus ; rostro
et pedibus intens? fuscis.
Long. tot. 5 unc.; ale, 2% ; caude, 1%; tarsi, §; rostri, §; alt.
rost., §.

Grosprza runiciNoss.  Geos. intens? fuliginosa, crisso albo, ros-
tro fusco ; pedibus nigrescenti-fuscis.

Long. tot. 4] unc. ; ale, 2} ; caude, 1§; tarsi,

rostri, §.

Foem. Summo corpore, alis, cauddque intense fuscis ; singulis plumis
cinerascentiferrugineo marginatis ; corpore ib»fra cinereo, singulis
plumis mediem versus obscurioribus ; rostro brunneo ; pedibus ni-
grescenti-brunneis.

3 rostri, 13; alt.
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Grospiza peNTmROsTRIs. (Faem. Mas ignotus.)  Mandibule su-
perioris margine in dentem producto ; vertice corporeque suj

tectricibusque alarum ad marginem stramineis ; gutture et pectore
pallid? brunneis, singulis plumis medium versus obscurioribus,
tmo_abdomine crissoque cinerascenti-albis ; rostro rufo-fusco ;
pedibus obscur? plumbeis.
Long. tot. 43; ale, 2§; caude, 15 ; rostri, & ; alt. rost. §.

GEOSPIZA PARVULA.,
ginosis ; uropygio
runneis ; singulis plumis caude et alarum cinerco-marginati
lateribus olivaceis fusco guttatis ; abdomine et crisso albis, ros-
tro et pcdnbn nigrescenti-brunneis.

Long. tot. 4 unc.; ale, 2§; caude, 1}; tarsi, §; rostri, §; alt.

rost., .

Fam. Summo capite et dorso cinerascenti-brunncis, gmun, pectore,

abdomine crissoque pallid? cinereis, stramineo tinclis.

(Mas.) Geos. capite, gutture, et dorso fuli-
i-oli alis ni i-

mem pupia, (Feem. Mas ignot.) Geos. summo capite et
supra. fuscis, singulis plumis cinerascenti-olivaceo margi-
nahs; .vtrxyd superciliari, genis, gutture corpore infrd. cinera-
scenti-olivaceis, singulis plumis notd centrali fused ; alis cauddque
runneis singulis plumis olivaceo-cinerco marginatis ; rostro sor-
.1{.1> albo, pedibus obscur? fuscis.
. tot. 3% unc.; e, 2%; caude, 1§ ; tarsi, ; rostri, §;

a]m:ud ostri, 3

Camannyonus (subgenus).

Castanvcios difert 4 geers Geospitd, rostr dehiliore, mar-

0 superioris minds indentato; culmine minis ele-

vato in frontem et plus arcuato; lateribus tumidioribus ; man-
dibuld inferiore minus in genas tendente.

Camarnyxcaus psirTAcuza.  (Spec. typ.) Cam. summo capite
B e e e
corporeque inferiore, cinerascenti-albis, stramineo tinctis ; rostro
pallide flavescenti-fusco ; pedibus fuscis.

Long. tot. 4§ une. ale 243 eaud, 115 tarsy  rostri, 4 alt.

rostri, §.

Camanmyxcnvs onassimosrnss. (Feom.) Cam. corpore superiore
intens bruwneo, singulis plumis cinerascenti-olivaceo marginatis ;
gutture pectoreque cinerascenti-olivaceis, singulis in medio plumis
Obscurioribus ; abdomine, lateribus crissoque cinereis tinctis stra-

‘mineo.
Long. tot. 5} unc.; ale, 3%; caude, 2; tarsi, 1}; rostri, } ; alt.
rostri, }.

Cacroryis (subgenus.)

Cacrowxis differt a genere Geospizd rostro elongato, acuto, com-
presso, longitudine altitudinem excellente ; mandibule sincrio-
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ris margine vix indentato; naribus basalibus et vix. tectis ;
tarsis brevioribus, unguibus majoribus ct plus curvatis,

Cacronxis scaxvixs. (Spec. typ.) Cact. intensd fuliginosa, crisso
albo ; rostro et pedibus nl:;cngﬁnbmm
ng. tot. 5 unc.; rostri, §; ale, 24 ; caude, 13; tarsi, §.
Fam., vel Mas jun. Corpore superiore, gutture pectoreque in-
tenst brunneis,” singulis plumis pallidiors marginatis ; abdomine
crissoque cinereis, straminco tinctis ; rostro pallide fusco; pedi-
bus nigrescenti-fuscis.

Cacroms assnaruts.  (Mas jun. ?) Cact. corpore suprd fuligi-
noso, nec non gutture abdomineque, illorum plumis, cinereo mar-
ginalis ; rostro pallide rufescenti-brunneo; pedibus nigrescenti-
brunneis.

Long. tot. 5} unc.; rostri, 1; ale, 23; caude, 13; tarsi, .

Orrraioes (subgenus).

Crrrmpra differt a genere Geospizd rostro graciliore et acutiore ;
naribus basalibus et non tectis ; mandibule superioris margine
recto ; tarsis longioribus et gracilioribus.

Crrruipga oLtvacka.  Cert. summo capite, corpore superiore, alis
cauddque olivaceo-brunneis ; gutture et corpore infra cinereis ;
rostro pedibusque pallide brunneis.

Long. tot. 4 unc.; rostri, 4; ale, 2; caude 1} ; tarsi, §.

Of the groups here characterized, Geospiza, Camarhynchus, and
Cactornis, belong to one type ; but with regard to Certhidea, Mr. Gould
remarked that although he confidently believed that it should also be
referred to the same group with the three former, yet in its slighter
form and weaker bill it has so much the appearance of a member of
the Sylviade, that he would by no means insist upon the above view
being adopted until the matter shall have been more fully investigated.

Mr. Gould deferred_entering into any further details respecting
the species under consideration until Mr. Darwin had furnished him
with some information relating to their habits and manners.

Mr. Gould then resumed the exhibition of a portion of his own
collection of Birds from Australia, and characterized the following
new species :

HEMIPODIUS MELANOGASTER.

Hem, capite, auriculis, guld abdomineque nigris ; lined super oculum
oriente et ad nucham ercurrente, plumis singulis maculd ad apicem
albd; nuche plumis nigris et castaneis, maculis pluribus albis ;
dorso superiore castanco-fusco, plumis singulis maculd albd, lineis
duabus nigris cum fascid unicd nigrd apicals ; scapulis, tectricibus
primariis secundariisque rufo-brunneis, plumis singulis maculd
albd nigro ciroumdatd; remigibus pri saturalt brunnei
femoribus et tectricibus superioribus et inferioribus caude brun-
neis nigro fascialis et irroratis ; vostro pallide brunnco; pedibus
carneis.
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